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POLICE METHODS IN

HE French, police have never been

exactly farfous for their sense of fair
play, and their reputation has certainly
not been enhanced by revelations made
in two recent court cases. Their guiding
principle in an investigation would seem

FRANCE

dian throws some more light on the
methods of the police—

Deshay’s broken-legged friend advised

February 12th, 1955

DOLF HITLER solved his unemploy-
ment problem by launching a re-

THE

FOR MILITARY PURPOSES

Threepence

NEW TRANSPORT PLANS

riage-ways were laid down for their bene-
fit, but we do know that in this country

a population fleeing from the cities would
have to get along as well as possible on

: : . - they were recognised for what they were the second ry roads

e : . him to ‘confess before they sock you. armament programme of vast propor ) ary roads, even supposing they
to be ".‘M. It |shmorc |;inzorlant :10 sccu;':. But this did not preserve Deshay. He tions, and by such social measures as —ch.anncls for the rapid transport of the were allowed to leave the urban areas at
a conviction than to fin .olut the t(l”uth. was, he said, slapped, punched, and hit | the building of new roads. Just as Mus- Nazi Wehrmacht, thc new army based all—for where could they all go?
their tecimnique'ts tomse violence and the with a ruler by the sergeant of the | solini won fame as the man who made ©n new, mobile principles of warfare. This may appear to be looking on the
threat of violence. gendarmcric. and he duly confessed to | the trains run to time in Italy, Hitler won the Blitzkrieg army. Hitler built his gloomy side. But then the whole of war

. | aving attacked the . . . cottage with | (he admiration of forward-looking people Autobahns in order to be able to swing preparation i1s just that. The State con-

kbe Case of Marguerite Mart, the other convict. The latter, however, Py

Mile. Marty was accused of murder-
ing her cousin; she was kept in prison
for 15 months before she was brought
to trial. After a trial lasting 9 days she
was acquitted.

During those months in prison she
had been ‘interrogated’ by the police to
make her confess; doctors told the court
that she was ‘in a terrible state’ and that

had a watertight alibi. He had been
committing a burglary twenty miles away
at the time. This left the police with
only one culprit where, from the old
lady’s account, there should have been
two. That, of course, only made him all
the more valuable since without him
there would have been no culprit at all.

through the superb quality of the Ger-
man Autobahns, magnificent highways
crossing the Fatherland from North to
South, East to West, designed for travel
at speeds of 70—100m.p.h. with safety.

We don’t know if the German people

fondly imagined that these costly car-

large numbers of troops from one side
of Germany to the other, as his militar:
genius directed.

They Find the Money
Some of us with long memories could
not help having some cynical thoughts
recently when the impressive new plans
were announced for the modernisation of

siders it its duty to be prepared for the
worst. If 1t did not do that. all its re
dfinament programme would be point-
less, except for those who recognise the
cconomic interests served by re-arma-

ment and the psychological functions of
cold-war fear.

Too Sinister?

the roads and the railways of Britain Certainly it may be rather like Arthur
. : : On the way [Deshay] was asked 23 /e | = : : _
.. her t}l:Ody was ‘black and blue” for whether a spinney beside the road was Kenya Round up At a time when the State is committed :1),“:;?5 ';)’Uk'nf& for r(,:OTfumlmSifS und.-r
; AL not the place where, according to his to the spending of £5,000 millions on U5 vl A g 5 ol Io?k S
3 She told a newspaper reporter—'No  alleged confession, he and his compan- NAIROBI. FEBRUARY 6. armaments, and consequently it is diffi- S!0Isier aspects mn the Government's new

charge had been made against me, but
I was taken to the police station and
dragged into a cell by my hair. I was
stripped of clothing and beaten with
pieces of rubber. When I was in great
pain the police officers yelled at me:
“Admit that you are a poisoner or the
knife is waiting”. 1 was beaten and
slapped by police for three days and two

ion had waited till nightfall smoking
cigarettes. “Oh, yes,” said Deshay, and
he got down on his knees with the police-
man to look for the stubs of cigarettes

he had never smoked in a field where he
had never been.

Deshay and the broked-lcgged convict
were .both asked to confirm their

Security forces in Kenya to-day de-
tained five hundred suspected Mau Mau
terrorists in Nanyuki, a town on the
western slopes of Mount Kenva. About
two thousand of the population of five
thousand were “screenmed.”

The raid was made on information
that the Mau Mau were building Nan-

cult to pay Old Age Pensioners a sum
which would remove their financial in-
security, it is, apparently quite suddenly,
discovered that the British T'ransport
Commission can be handed £1.200 mil-
llons for modernisation of the railways,
and that an extra £50 million a year can
be spent on the roads—both improving

transport plans, it 1s not difficult to find
them. Even i the policy of London
[ransport, for example, in el minating
trams and now gradually getting rid of
trolley-buses in favour of petrol or diesel
buses.

T'he argument in favour of the former
is that they use home-produced power,
whilst the latter use fuel that has to be

g Biecitad oot ceatid B yuki into a it supply base, after existing ones and building completely
; wa account or now they nha ¢n [(reate e , s : ' new Th-snee R he Imported. The arguments in favour o
mght.s. i s refused a lBW)’?l’. and had by the police in the presence of their being driven from their base nearer - oY 'hl&h Fpecc Oaitcion the h S ] 8 : s
nothing to eat but one sandwich. There P most modern lines. the latter, however, is that they are

was nowhere to sleep but on a bench.’
The Case of the Innocent Convict

Jean Deshay, known as the ‘innocent

- convict’, served two years of a ten-year

prison sentence for a crime he didn't
commit. Three other men have now
been convicted for this crime. One
mxghttlnnkthatassoonasthaemen
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persecutors. They did so. A captain of
gendarmerie, who had been lieutenant
3t the time, had been brought back from
Madagascar to give evidence. There had.
he was sure, been no beating-up in his
presence.

Maitre Marcepoil, Deshay’s counsel,
recalled meditatively that it had been the
the same heutenant of pohce who hnd
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very prolonged detentzon. the accused

1 wapom hidden in the town.—British

Nairobi by the recent operation “Anvil”.
More than a thousand troops and police
formed a cordon round the town.
Thousands of Africans formed long
queues for screening, and fifteen hooded
men identified Mau Mau supporters.
Every African identified by two or more
of the hooded men was detained. Mine
ciars  were -lloed::-iltrc°-

United Pre.r.v

Now we all know that both road and
rail transport in this country suffers terri-
bly from lack of capital expenditure over
many years. But we also know that at
this particular time our Government is
very concerned with the problems that
would face this country in the event of

vital p'oblems would be the question of
movement of large numbers of the popu-

mobile and independent of a fixed source
of power. Internal-combustion-engined
ransport can adapt itself to wartime
emergencies better than trolleys or trams.
London’s petrol buses could carry refu-

gees, troops or Civil Defence personnel
far from the city's li

oy WS e T .

Maybe I am wrong. Perhaps as an
anarchist I have a fixation on the sinister
nature of the State.

lation and of troops.

State’s Needs Come First

. K clanfy the situation a French judge Perhaps after all,
"y s annulled both convictions and has

b . ~ i
~ ordered re-trials. So Deshay is now to

Security forccs in Kenva killed 191

had all becn acquitted. When the accu-
sed had been handed over to the investi-

the new roads and rarlways are going to
be provided by a benevolent authority so

b

: 'O

be re-accused in order to be
proved innocent. The
nothing if not logical.

The re-trial, which has been taking
place at Orleans, is, however, having the
effect of exposing the methods used by
the police for obtaining Deshav’s con-
viction.

He was convicted in 1949 of attacking
an elderly couple, murdering the old
man, and of thieving from them. After
the treatment given to him by the police
he signed a confession; but at his trial
he denied any knowledge of the crime.
Unfortunately his confession contained a
detailed description of the couple’s cot-
tage, which he claimed he had never seen.
After he had served two vears of his
sentence fresh evidence led to the con-
viction of the three other men.

It has now come out at his second trial,
how Deshay’s signed confession included
the description of the cottage. The
police asked him questions containing
the details and he was persuaded to
answer them with a ‘yes’. This business
of finding out who's guilty is very simple
it seems—once ‘you've got the idea.

The original suspects in the case were
two escaped convicts whom the police
caught near the scene of the crime. One
of them had broken his leg and in order
to make him more amenable he claimed
the police ‘played’ with his leg.

The account in The Manchester Guar-
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Unemployment

MIAMI BEACH, Feb. 1—The Ameri-
can Federation of Labor warned to-day
that unemployment might reach a pcak

~ of 4,000,000 in the next eight weeks.

Such a jobless total would represent a
rise of more than one-third from the

~last official figure of 2,838,000 in Decem-
* ’_ -ﬁ..

- The federation’s Executive Council said
tl he number of i1dle workers had been
Iu up since the turn of the year,
le site the general improvement in busi-
dgu conditions, =

| %ﬁ estimated that the high point for
1} ar would come in February or
-,s.’:; wuh an unemployment level
3,500,000 and 4,000,000,

:
»

¢

) V

Vew York ﬂm::)'

gating magistrate, the shirts of several of
them had been bloody.

It seems likely that these cases wiil
precipitate some official prosecutions of
individual policemen for their brutalities.
But unless the powers of the police in
this matter of interrogation are consider-
ably reduced, there is little likelihood of
fewer intimidations—the gendarme will
just become more careful.

M.G.W.

terrorists in January, captured 81, and
detained 770 suspects for questioning.
One hundred and thirty-five Mau Mau
had surrendered, 66 of them after the
Government's new surrender terms had
been announced.

Mau Mau gangs murdered 14 African
civilians, wounded 3 Asians and 21
Africans, and stole 729 cattle and 499
sheep. Security forces had recovered
242 of the cattle and 134 sheep.
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Rhodesian Miners’ StruggleGoes On

HE strike of the African miners in

the copper belt of Northern Rhode-
sia has now, by the action of the em-
ployers in giving notice to the 32.000
strikers, turned into a lockout.

But there is no sign of weakening on
the part of the Africans. On the con-
trary, they are behaving with a dignity
and determination born of a realisation
of their strength. Thev have even de-
clined to apply for the back pay and
bonuses due to them at the time of their
dismissals, and, in expectation of eviction
from their company-owned living quar-
ters, are beginning to build themselves
mud and grass huts and to plant maize,

There appears to be little sign so far
that any large numbers of them will re-
turn to the rural areas from which origi-
nally may of them came, but most likely
they will be able to call upon support
from the villages in the negative sense
that no fresh labour will come forward to
take their places and in the positive sense
that food will be forthcoming when their
money runs out,

This sort of solidarity between town
workers (as the copper workers now are)
and the countryside will give them a
tremendous strength. It will not be
enough, however, to prevent real hunger
aﬂ'ccting the strikers, and the Govern-
ment is said to be watchmg the situation
carefully.

The Africans are striking for a pay in-
crease of 10s. 8d. a shift—quite a sizeable
increase. But more than that are they
after the recognition that more skilled
jobs should be opened to them. So far
Africans have been rigidly kept in the
unskilled—and therefore worst paid—
categories and, of course, even where
they do similar work to Europeans, thgx
are paid much less.

Béhind 'me present :;rikg lies th
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struggle for advancement towards more
skilled and responsible jobs and for
parity of pay for equal work, and one
result of the present dispute is that at
last two of the large companies of the
copper belt have come forward with
schemes for advancement for their Afri-
can workers.

The Rhodesian Selection Trust Group
has a scheme whereby jobs at present
done by either African or European
labour shall become exclusively African
Jobs; certain other grades will be organ-
ised so that a European's work can be
taken over by one or two Africans. and
pay for these jobs shall be ‘related to’
and eventually equal to, European rates.
The Anglo-American Group of compan-
ies have now announced a scheme put-
ting no numerical limit upon jobs open
to Africans, but working it on a per-
centage basis—opening one per cent. of
Jjobs per year over a period of five vears,
with the possibility of another five year
plan to follow at the same rate. Like
that the Africans would find all JObS in
copper-mining open to them in 100
vears!

Neither of these plans are very won-
derful, but they do represent at least a
crack in the barrier against African ad-
vancement, It will be up to the African
workers themselves to continue to exert
pressure to widen the cracks. In this
of course they will be faced with oppo-
from their European fellow
workers, who will see a threat to therr
own economic positions and are them-
selves subject to pressure from across the
border in South Africa.

In this country, organised labour
should regard it as one of its jobs ;o see

tlmtgereugmnliqgf_
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The devastation, the panic and chaos
that an atomic war would bring, makes
it absolutely essential that the State can
keep its forces as mobile as possible.
Not only to deal with the business of
waging a war, but also to be able to
cope with any possible revolutionary
uprisings, mass hysteria and other out-
ward signs of ‘defeatism’.

The lessons of the last war. when
Allied forces in France were hampered
by the hordes of terror-stricken refugees
that crammed the roads, have not been
forgotten by those responsible for pre-
paration for the next war. And of one
thing we may be sure; if such a terrible
situation ever arose in this country, the
wide, new, fast highways would be re-
served for use by State organisations. and

SEEING BOTH
MINES

There’'s a secure future ahead for the
man with the most important job in
Britain. As the British coal industry ex-
pands—as new shafts are sunk and as old
pils are re-organised, so more is being
done for the well-being of the miner—
From an advertisement issued bv the
Ministry of Labour and National Service.

HE Ministry of Fuel and Power has

just issued the latest figures for cas-
ualties in the mines ; —

KILLED:
1953 1954
Underground 344 328 (provisional)
Surface 48 42
SERIOUSLY INJURED:
Underground 1763 1670
Surface 195 184

Some facts given by Mr. Geoffrey
Lloyd, the Minister of Fuel and Power,
are not unconnected with these ﬁgures.
On 26th October, 1953 he said that in
1951 actual expenditure on capital de-

opment (in the mines) had totalled
only £27m. compared with the £38m.
called for in the ‘Plan for Coal’; the
latter amount, when adjusted for increas-
ed costs, was equivalent to £53m. And
on 25th October, 1954, in a speech in
House of Commons, he said that

that we can all get away on our holidays

more ecasily and quickly. But it makes
you think . . . PS

Australian Union Bars
Politicians

At least one trade union has tumbled
to the fact that it is used by careerists.
The biggest union in Australia. the
Australian Workers’ Union has decided
to bar politicians from holding office.

The general secretary., Mr. Tom
Dougherty, said: “Some politicians have
used union membership as a lever to
gain political prestige.”

If we may say so: “Too right, Digger!’

SIDES OF THE
REORGANISATION

virtually no Iimit on the finance avail- 4
able to the N.C.B. for this ‘vital work
(of modernising) it had been po;ﬁblc to
complete only 3 major schegies in the
past 6 vears.

The Chief Inspector of JMines in his
Annual Report for 195) (published in
1954) says ‘The numberMof fatalaties in
shafts and on the surfface have shown
no improvement in t last ten years or
SO—a state of stagnfation which consti-
tutes both a repros and a challenge’.

Unsatisfactory v g conditions un-
doubtedly play a part in the causing
of accidents—n@t that there are many
cases of a diregt threat to safety being
allowed knowyngly, but conditions are
often such as fto encourage the taking of

it is sometimes the
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(thcmckfor the coal-
. ‘One road for both tubs
to lessen the B
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COMMENT ON

OUND about 1800 settlers at
Steubenville, Ohio saw an as-
tonishing craft drifting down the
river. It consisted of two canoes
lashed together and loaded with
decayed apples from the cider press-
es of Western Pennsylvania. Further
down the Ohio its shaggy occupant
came ashore, cleared a place in the
forest, planted his apple seeds and
knocked together a fence around the
patch.

This was Jonathan Chapman who
was born in Massachusetts in 1775
and has passed into American folk-
Jore under the name of Johnny
Appleseed. He made his way west-
wards planting apples, keeping 1In
advance of civilisaton, until the
central and northern parts of Ohio
were dotted with his nurseries. AS
the wilderness became settled he
would dig up his saplings and sell
them for a ‘fib-penny bit’ apiece or
for food or old clothes, accompany-
ing the transaction with a discourse
on the doctrines of Emanuel
Swedenborg. .

He branched off up the tnbutanes
and creeks of the nver and then,
with his seeds in leather bags on his
back, tramped from Fort Duquesne
to Detroit, starting his nurseries all
along the way. Travelling hundreds
of miles to prune his saplings, for
half-a-century Johnny Appleseed
kept just ahead of the oncoming
farmers raising his little plantations
all through Ohio, into Indiana to
Fort Wayne. %

Ragged and barefoot, hving on
puts and berries, unarmed but un-
harmed by Indians and wild animals,
to him the apple, gracious in fruit,
beautiful in blossom, was the sym-
bol of love. To the pioneers of the
West, as one of his bio-

inted the way

1 WAS reminded of this inspired

crack-pot when I came to this
passage in an article in the Observer
describing the activities of Mr.

OPEN DAILY

OPEN 10 a.m. to 6.30; 5.0 SATURDAYS

Our latest list of second-hand and
remaindered books is now ready. Let
us know if you want it. All books are
now sent post free so please get your
books from us. We can supply any book
required, including text-books.

Second-Hand . . .

Adventures of & Young Man
John Dos Passos
Ragged Trousered Philanthropists
Robert Tressall &/-

576

Red Rose Ethel Mannin 5/6
T Rape of the Masses
) 3 Serge Chakotin 3/6
. \‘rrik Got a Million V. Krymov 2/6
inded Kings
S J. Kessel & I. Iswolsky 2/-
Gathering Storm Myra Page 2/6
An | ion to Social p
- Psycho v William McDougall 3/-
The >choo fk Dictators
Ignazio Silone 5/-
State and
| ©. Hegel 5/-
i Zola |paper) 1/6
| o rrection Istoy (paper) 1/6
" L ‘4 ' Emile\, de Laveleye 3/-
| Living Thoughts of Woltaire 2/6
ussia, I Marpa Yurlova 2/6
A. J. Cummings 2/6

H
Gueater Reimann 2/-
nged uGent

plt in Munich) William¥8ayles 2/-

People Who Loved P

johnny Appleseed

Richard St. Barbe Baker, the Man
of the Trees:

“The Sahara in particular, was
known to be advancing into equa-
tonal Afnca at a phenomenal pace
and 1n 1952 he decided to go and
see for himself. It was on the face
of 1t a madcap scheme. He set ofi
with two companions 1in a Humber
truck, loaded with, among other
things, sacks of peach stones for
planting at oases along the way.
None of the party had had any ex-
perience of desert travel, but they
drove 9,000 miles from Algiers to
Nairobi and came through safely.”

Mr. Baker set off again from Tan-
gier last month in connection with
his latest enterprise, the Sahara
Reclamation Company Ltd., whose
purpose 1s “to arrest the process of
soll erosion and degradation in the
desert and infertile areas upon food-
producing lands.” Nothing less. It
may be asked, comments the Obser-
ver, “how one man, with a ‘com-
pany’ which exists, as yet, more or
less 1n name only, can hope to realise
plans of this scale”.

The answer of course lies in the
fanatical single-mindedness of Mr.
Baker and his capacity in finding
opportunities in every vicissitude of
his life, to foster the planting and
care of trees, for economic, social,
aesthetic, therapeutic, and moral
purposes—for where trees are con-

—S CIENCE NOTES-4

cerned Mr. Baker 1s a mystic and a
prophet, as you will find to your
embarrassment in the propaganda of
his orgamisation, the “Men of the
Trees”. On the other hand, as his
autobiography shows,* he has an
unnvalled practical experience ©\
Swiss Family Robinson charm in the
way he geis his way with nothing
but his own det pation o .y
him.”
*

SINGLENESS and continuity of
purpose, continues Lord Ports-
mouth 1n his foreword to Mr.
Baker’s book, “are rare enough in
our bewildered and not less be-
devilled state of material progress.
Because singleness 1s sO uncommon
to our magpie minds it is sometimes
classed as dull and generally as
cranky”. This 1s true enough to
make us pause 1n smiling at the one-
ideal men of this world and reflect
that for every Johnny Appleseed
there were a thousand sober Penn-
sylvanians who could not dream of
spending their lives doing anything
so ndiculous as sowing orchards in
the wilderness and for every Richard
Baker there are a thousand well-
adjusted citizens pontificating about
the problems of population and food
supplies who would never think of
making it their business to go to the
Sahara and plant peaches, or for
that matter to grow their own
cabbages. W.

*l Planted Trees by R. St. Barbe Baker
(Lutterworth Press, 1944),

Sea Farming

WITH a world population increasing

at the rate of one per cent. per
annum, there 1s a constant need to find
new and mmproved sources of food. Al-
ready malnutrition 1s widespread and
half the world’s population get only 2,000
calories per day, which is 500 below the
s requirement for health. Better
tion, and the use of fertilisers and insecti-
cides are in themselves insufficient to
satisfy the needs of a rapidly expanding
population.

Biologists have been trying out some
more exotic techniques on land and in
the sea. They have suggested that
plankton, the microscopic life which
floats near the surface of the ocean
might be harvested. The plant forms of
plankton live on mineral salts and sun-
light and are the basis of all human Iife.
They are eaten by herbivorous zoo plank-
ton which mn turn become food for
carmivorous zoo plankton.

There i1s over minety per cent. loss of
potential food when we Iimit our har-
vesting to the higher members of the
food chains, the fish, whales, and crus-
taceans. There are many difficulties
involved min attempting to harvest this
crop but recent experiments carried out
off the West coast of Scotland which
attempted . to increase the productivity of
a confined aréa of the sea achieved some
success and will encourage more ambiti-
ous undertakings.

Chlorella
SUNLIGHT is the cheapest source of

power available to man, but the effi-
ciency with which crop plants use light
energy in photosynthesis 1s very low and
much higher photosynthetic efficiencies
have been obtained in laboratory cultures
of Chlorella, a microscopic green algae
found in fresh water and damp places.
Such work suggests the possibility of
growing Chlorella on an industrial scale
to supply food for humans and other
animals, especially fish.

Apart from the question of efficiency
there 1s also the point that a large pro-
portion of higher plants is useless as
food. By altering the external conditions
when growing Chlorella the proportion
of carbohydrate, protein, and fat in the
crop, can be varied and material con-
taining a large proportion of high grade
protein has been produced which was a
satisfactory food for rats,

Whilst a common vyield from farm
land would be one ton dry weight in the
form of wheat grains, Japanese workers
in outdoor trials of Chlorella in winter
conditions have achieved four tons, and
American small-scale pilot plants have
yielded over sixteen tons by increasing
the atmospheric carbon dioxide concen-
tration, one of the lIimiting factors in
photosynthesis in ordinary plant crops.

The supply of raw materials necessary
for large-scale production might be ob-
tained from the waste products of indus-

try and from sewage at present discharg-

= 11 2d wastefully into the sea. Costs under

present-day conditions would be high
but there 1s no doubt that in the future
industrial photosynthesis will be a
commonplace, and it has been calculated
that one fifth of the earth’s surface used
for algal photosynthesis could provide all
the power and food used by human

beings to-day.

e
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THB Tilapia 1s a highly coloured tropi-

cal fish that would be popular in
aquaria if it didn't grow so rapidly. This
tendency makes it a rich source of pro-
tein and many rivers in the tropics from
Cambodia to Jamaica are now being
stocked with it. When kept in rice
paddies it more than earns its keep by

feeding on mosquito larvae and other
harmful insects.

Birth Control—Pest and
Human

TH'B screw fly which is responsible for.

heavy cattle losses, has been wiped
out in Curaco, a small island in the West
Indies, by the use of nuclear energy.

The flies deposit their eggs in the flesh
of animals on which the hatched larvae
feed. Scientists of the U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture sterilized laboratory-reared
male flies with gamma radiation and
released them, able to mate but unable
to produce offspring. The females mate
only once and the scientists had calcu-
lated that by releasing five sterile males
for evepy. no male the next genera-
tion weuld be eighty per cent. lower than
usual. They were so successful that the
screw fly was gexterminated in seven
months.

An atomic war might well achieve a
similar result for homo sapiens. Perhaps
the scientists of the appropriate depts. in
America and Russia have already made
the necessary calculations.

Flying Saucers

A CLOSED-PACKED audience in

Manchester, recently heard eye-
witness accounts of flying saucer visits
from Mars, Venus and Saturn. Photo-
graphs of their crews are to be published
but we can discount a rumour that they
all look like Wilhelm Reich. Unfortu-
nately no details were given of the social
system in operation on these planets, but
many science fiction writers have sug-
gested that they may be nearer to the
free society than we are. Perhaps they
have solved the problem of syndicalist
pyramids as well as perpetual motion,
and the defence of the revolution would
be simpler if the Venusians were on our
side,

It 1s regrettable that some flying saucer
visits have had unfortunate repercussions,
but it is perhaps only just that the
Frenchman who fired at two flying
saucers with his shotgun should have
been fined £15 for smashing a tractor's
headlights and wounding two cows.
Bios.

A Plea for Decadence

(Continued from last week)
E Spanish Revolution in which anar-

chists played a prominent part has
brought home to many of them the des-
perate nature of loyalty to a revolution-
ary mystique. So much so that some
would go as far as erasing the word
revolution from the anarchist vocabu-
lary: first, because revolution has to be
decided by violence, and violence is the
negation of freedom, and, second, be-
cause both the exercise and fruit of
violence are more likely to destroy than
foster the love and conditions of free-
dom. The question then arises, what to
put in its stead, and education, which
first comes to mind, sounds too tame,
equivocal and threadbare. 1 will here
suggest something else, though fully
aware that it 1s most incompatible with
the anarchists’ psychological make-up
and that it will be as repugnant to them
as to muscular men of all creeds and
denominations. | am also aware that if
an organized activity should be carried
out in the name of this something else,
it would meet with such general hatred
and persecution from all established
powers and candidates to power as no
other 1dea ever did in the past. Perhaps
this is the only point that could recom-
mend 1t to anarchists, but it has also
other points that might appeal to any
civilized mind which are worth putting
forward.

Decline and death come to living
organisms, and they have also come to
all civihzations of the past, the historian
being able to define them as such just
because decline and death overtook them.
In all instances 1 can recall, however,
though decay may have previously set
in, the death-blow was struck by an ex-
ternal force, that is by some uncivilized
people or by a civilization still in its
youth. This apparent coincidence raises
doubts as to the exact nature of decay.
The fact that a blow given to a civiliza-
tion proved deadly 1s taken by the
historian of civilizational forms and re-
current cycles as the proof that that
civilization was aged and decayed; but
deadly blows are also struck to organ-
isms in their infancy and youth, and so
they are to some historical organisms,
although not much attention is paid to
these precisely because they could not

@%i@o a fully recognizable civiliza-
tional form. = Ty

"PICT URES for Schools” organised by
the Society for Education through

Art, opened its annual show at the
Whitechapel Art Gallerv—{(Aldgate East
Station) on Saturday, February 5th, and
it continues until February 27th. This
very good idea—that artists and craft
workers should send their best work,
suitable for permanent hanging in class
rooms and schools generally, deserves all
the support it can get. The sales are
generally well above the average for
mixed shows, the buyers being restricted
to individual schools, training colleges
and local education authorities, many of
whom have frequently commenced their
own collections of original works as a
direct consequence of these exhibitions.
The percentage of the sales price taken
by the organisers is small and without
the support of the Arts Council of Great
Britain the S.E.A. would invariably have
to bear a considerable loss.

Since these works, or at least some of
them; will eventually be seen daily by
hundreds of children, the organisers have
arranged for school parties—(teachers
who read this please note)—and individual
children to vote for their favourite pic-
tures. The result of this thoughtful ap-
proach to the question—what do children
like?—will be shown during the last few
days of the exhibition when the most
popular works will be known.

The exhibits this year continue the
same high standards of previous years.
Margaret Hine and William Newland
show some specially good pottery—most
of the work of the potters however is
excellent as also are the sculptures and
carving.

Embroidery pictures—in particular
those by Constance Howard, are most
stimulating for adults as well as children:
the latter, boys and girls, often exhibit a
marked preference for “cut-outs” and
appliqué creations, with highly exciting
results.

To-day, when most nursery and pri-
mary schools have some daily creative
activity which frequently includes the use
of modelling clay, painting and embroid-
ery, it is to be expected that all teachers
and parents who have the opportunirv
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| regret 1 have not a pile of history
books handy for it would be most in-
structive to compile a full list of the
most certain symptoms of corruption and
decay. I am sure that an analysis of
them would show that the things labelled
as corrupting in history books are among
the most desirable in life, and that the
condemnation cast upon them is dictated
by envious and cowardly longing. For
corruption sets in where there is opu-
lence, and when men can concentrate
more on the enjoyment of things than
on their arduous conquest. The sin of
opulence 1s that it is not general but
exists side by side with a destitute pro-
letariat,  This need not be necessarily
a class exploited by the opulent but
simply a section of humanity not in-
cluded in their society such as a people
of barbarians for whom Toynbee on this
account has coined the name of external
proletariat, Even so, the sin of the
corrupted opulent, insofar as it becomes
apparent and punishable, does not actual-
ly lie in this exclusion but in their
forgetfulness of the fact that such ex-
clusion can be claimed as a right only
as long as there is might to prove it
Before the tribunal of history, in other
words, any enjoyment 1s likely to be con-
demned except the one derived from
ruthlessly denving enjoyment to others.

A second general feature presented by
a decadent and corrupted nation is re-
finement and sophistication which rela-
tive to the crudity or limited refinement
of other nations or of the same nation in
other aspects of its life i1s called deroga-
tively over-refinement. This shows itself
particularly in the arts which are un-
favourably contrasted with those of a
previous phase because less competition
then allowed them to be more self-
confident and less critical, and because
their secondariness in relation to other
pursuits let men engaged in these pursuits
hallow them with unstinted and unbe-
grudging admiration. But refinement,
because delicate and fragile, is rather to
be associated with femininity than old
age. Corrupted nations in fact are said
to have grown cffeminate, and this 1s
another crime before the tribunal of his-
tory—not surprisingly, it will be found,
because history is made by men and not
by women, and in particular with a de-
ployment of those traits that most sharply

distinguish, or used to W o
Exhibition
PICTURES FOR SCHOOLS

will encourage their children to go to
this exhibition. It cannot fail to do
otherwise than increase their natural en-
thusiasm for creative work. During
November of last year there was an exhi-
bition here of work in clay from the
Grenfell School, a collection by pupils
which was most memorable. The paint-
ings and lithographs are well chosen and
provide a very useful survey of contem-
porary are—it will be unnecessary 1o
name any outstanding picture for there
is a general excellence running right
through the exhibition.

Teachers who are critical of the present
educational system, especially should
make a great point of trying to see these
works. S.E.A. advocates a revolutionary
policy in education—but in my opinion
the society lacks the understanding and
the positive approach that the use of
such words as “revolutionary” demand
in such a context. It was at the S.E.A.
open conference at University College
during January that Herbert Read—who
is president of the Society—made the
observation—"that all those who have
as their foremost aim the establishment
of an education in art which will develop
the imaginative and creative powers of
children, must know if they have follow-
ed through the implications of this aim,
that it i1s packed with enough dynamite
to shatter the existing educational system
and to bring about a revolution in the
whole structure of our society.”

Whether those teachers who would
wish to see fundamental changes in edu-

cation and consequently in society.-: ’

realize that these changes involve them-
selves in some pretty fundamental per-

sonal changes as well is not always A
clear. ke
teaching of children to develop t '
creative and imaginative powers require:
a degree of adult responsibility tow:

But what is clear is that the
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society and themselves which teachers,
and parents, let us note, generally |
supply. It is essential that the adul
looks to his problem and his responsi:
bility towards society for, to quote Dr.

Jung in one of his essays on education,
“—we shall be unable to correct in a
child a |
commit."” Sl
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MANKIND IS ONE

THE power of the Press for good

“has been demonstrated in the
past fortmight with the publication
of selections from the photographic

Vol. 16, No. 7

record made by the eminent photo-

grapher Henri Cartier-Bresson dur-
ing his recent travels in Russia.
These photographs are being cur-
rently published, to our knowledge,
in Picture Post of London, Paris
Match, and Life of New York and
since the Editors of these journals
have been at liberty to choose from
the photographer’s bulging portfolio
of pictures, and because their ap-
proach as to what constitutes a
“story” 1is different in each case,
there is no duplication of pictures,
but rather does one journal help to
complete the “picture” built up by
the other. For an outlay of a few
shillings we get a picture of the day-
to-day life in Russian cities, in the
countryside and at the holiday re-
sorts which no prejudiced traveller,
for or against, nor politician or jour-
nalist could provide. It is true that
the camera can lie as easily as
statistics and propaganda. Monsieur
Cartier-Bresson’s camera, however,
1s one of those rare exceptions to the
rule, for it always records what it
sees without fear or favour.

The eye behind the camera is that
of a modest man who c¢claims no
more than that during the ten weeks
he spent in Russia he tried “to get
a direct image of the people going
about their daily life”; to show
“human beings in the streets, in the
shops, at work and at play, any-
where 1 could approach them with-
out disturbing reality”. The results,

[ L - -~ - - - — e
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THAT “fragmentary image” which

portrays—and here we echo the
editors of Life—the ordinary Rus-
sian people as “intensely human and
real” cannot but move those of us
who are eager to seek the positive
qualities in humanity whenever they
manifest themselves. Here are
crowds, children, football enthus-
1asts and starry eyed schoolgirls:
there, are queues and shop-gazers,
feminine women—trying on hats—
and vain men undergoing scalp mas-
sage at Moscow’s Beauty Institute
to force that which will not grow
(privileged members of the hier-
archy? someone will say. Probably,
but then, do manual workers have
scalp treatment in London. New
York or Paris?). Holiday makers
by the river—some with the latest
model in cars, others with bicycles—
and by the sea. George Orwell him-
self would be the first to rejoice at
the failure of the Ministry of Love
to kill the attraction of the sexes, if
he could see that Bresson picture
taken on the beach at Soukhoumi
(Paris Match 12/2/55), We are
allowed to catch a glimpse of the
love-sick swain as he looks happily
‘yet dreamily into the eyes of his
beloved, who reveals two shapely

he says are only a “fragmentary

I. ALCOY

ALCOY, the second largest city in the

province of Alicante, has a popula-
tion of 45,000, and is devoted entirely to
industry and commerce, and the propor-
tion of working men and women is very
high. The manufacture and preparation
of cloths and fabrics, in which large
numbers of women are employed, is of
greatest importance, followed by the
paper industry.

Our movement there has a long tradi-
tion, dating back to the beginnings of
Spanish anarchism, and has passed
through alternate periods of success and
despondency. It received a new impulse
in 1919 as a result of the formation of
the “sindicatos unicés.”

There were also numerous anarchist
groups, which in addition to their syndi-
calist activities, usually carried out speci-
fically anarchist propaganda and educa-
tional work, with gratifying results. The
periodical Redencién, a journal of ad-
vanced ethical and social ideas had been
published in Alcoy for five years. It had
in fact, a higher proportion of militant
anarchists in its population than any
city in Spain. Mostly young people,
experienced in study and struggle, they
had a deep understanding of what actions
Were necessary,

holiday months in the hope of catch-
ing a fleeting glimpse of the hearse-
like limousine and the Royal con-
tents.

*

BUT, says Picture Post’s Mr. Hul-

ton introducing his journal’s
selection of pictures of “the child-
ren of Russia”—*“who are like child-
ren the world over . . . charming . . .
and well cared for"—but. “What
phgto'graphs cannot show you, of
course, 1s the effect of Soviet educa-
tion on their young minds”. That is
only partly true, for we can, in fact.
see from other pictures that out-
wardly even the young adults look
very much the same as their counter-
parts in other countries. TS it nof
possible therefore, that the effect of
“soviet education” is also the same:
of producing a (politically speaking)
obedient, amenable, flag-waving,
superstitious, prejudiced, unthink-
Ing, conservative mass which. in
spite of this conditioning, remains
human, as is evidenced when we see
them at play or in love?

The real impact of régimes is felt
deeply only among thinking and in-
dependent people; their ruthlessness
1s very often a measure of the resis-
tance they have to overcome. All
governments are based on force:
they are “democratic” so long as
their only “opposition” is the one
that sits in padded benches on the
“other side of the gangway”, and
plays the game according to the
rules. They are “totalitarian” when
they eliminate that “opposition”.
But with or without the opposition
Government is still government: it
Is in both cases single party rule,
even allowing the illusion that in the
democratic nations, governments. un-
like the totalitarian ones. represent
the wishes of a majority.

But where the opposition is in the
streets, and not in the Reform Club,
or even in the columns of FREEDOM,
then Governments resort to the use
of force, and the doors of the prisons

In February 1937, the CN.T. (anarcho-
syndicalist) had 17,000 working men and
women as members. The U.G.T. (social-
1st), despite the support of all the political
parties, only had 3,000, chiefly civil
servants and small traders.

The syndicates of the C.N.T. were-
Food; Paper and cardboard manufac-
ture; Construction; - Hygiene (barbers.
launderers, street-cleaners); Transport:
Public servants; Chemical workers:
Peasants; Cobblers and bootblacks:
T'echnicians; Linen and clothing workers:
Liberal Professions (school teachers.
painters, artists, writers, etc.): Metal
workers; Dressmakers., The activities of
all these were controlled by the C.N.T.

The clarity of ideas that our comrades
possessed enabled them to act quickly
and vigorously. Alcoy did not pass
through the stage of independent factory
and workship committees, as in many
other localities. From the very begin-
ning the syndicates directed the revolu-
tionary initiative in all the industries.
This was in fact the most complete ex-
ample one could find of “syndicaljzation
of production”,

*

ON the 18th July, 1936, the news of

the fascist offensive had already
reached Alcoy. It had been expected to
break out any moment. Our press had

How the Money Goes

REPORT with the rather ponderous

title Census of Distribution and
other Services 1950: Vol 3 Wholesale
I'rades (HM.S.0. 15/-) reveals some in-
teresting facts about those boosters of the
Cost of Living Index, the middlemen

They represent a fairly large part of
all those engaged in commerce: at June.
1950 the ‘industry’ employed no fewer
than 790.266 persons. The total value
of goods handled by the wholesale trades
in this country was £13.049m.. of which
the manufacturers’ own export and home
selling organisations accounted for
£995m. (less than 8%). In other words

the great bulk of 200 0
thr’bﬁgﬁ’tbéﬁoﬁ#ﬁ%e indled

by firms quite independent of both the
makers and the final sellers of the goods.

What the report refers to as the ‘gross
margin’, that is the difference between
the price paid for goods and the price
for which they are sold. was £1.129m.
Of this sum £300m. went in wages and
salaries and £179m. in operating trans-
port.

This gross margin varied between 3%
of receipts for tobacco wholesalers and
33.4% of receipts for dealers in second-
hand machinery. The average figure was
12.89%.

No figures are given to show how
much time and energy is wasted in
moving goods from manufacturer to
wholesaler (there may be more than one
of course), from wholesaler to retailer.
or how much cheaper goods would be
iIf the middlemen were eliminated.

A Plea for Decadence

from women, namely physical strength,
boorishness, violence, and urge to kill.

*

ECADENT nations are, finally, char-
acterized by a general relaxation of

all kinds of discipline, and by all religi-
ous, social, and political bonds being no
longer tight and taut. Religious, social.
and political life is not then necessarily

PRACTICAL EXPERIMENTS OF OUR TIME

fff TWO COLLECTIVES IN REVOLUTIONARY SPAIN

denounced it constantly, overcoming the
passiveness of the parties and the gov-
The textile workers” syndicate.,
which had 4,000 members was not satis-
fied with the actions of the traditionally
It presented

ernment,

liberal municipal council.
lo begin with, several modest demands -

insurance against injuries, workers' con-
l'he
insurance and unemployment pay were

The employers
were unable this time to resort to the

usual methods of repression, since the

trol, work for all the unemployed.

introduced immediately,

armed workers occupied the streets and

denounced any opposition to their
position as fascist,
Inevitably disputes arose. The em-

ployers did not accept workers’ control
as the syndicates intended-it. For the
employers it simply meant submitting
their accounts to a commission nomina-
ted by the workers. For the svnidcates
however, it meant the gradual taking over
of the administration and the production
of the factories.

On the other hand, the payment of the
workers presented great difficulties. Some
of the factories had been paralized im-
mediately by the crisis caused by the
revolution. Others, although in working
order, lacked the resources necessary to
maintain wage payments to all the
workers employed. This gave rise to a
very curious situation, in which the
employers had to borrow money from
the syndicates in order to pay the
workers' salaries!

The syndicate then nominated a tech-
nical commission of control. which after
rapidly making inquiries. presented 2
report in which 1t was shown that the
textile industry was in a state of paraly-
sis and 1dleness, financial ruin. and admin-
istrative and technical chaos. The com-
mission of control, which was constituted
with the intention of supervising the
activities of the employers, quickly trans-
formed itself into a council controlling
a textile mdustry directed and adminis-
tered by the workers. The emplovers
had been eliminated.

On September 14th, the syndicate offi-
cially took possession of 41 textile works.
10 spinning mills, 4 dye works, 5 process-
ing factories, 24 wool factories. 24 linen

the defence of the people’s interests.
and 1} cardmg shops, whicheom- — — M’b(‘T;‘b;;:ndMM . == N

prised the whole textile industry in Alcoy.
Its day-to-day activities were determined
by two sources, on the one hand the
feelings of the workers, and on the other
by the organisation of the directing com-
mittee.

The technical organisation of the fac-
tories was divided into five sections.
Each of these nominated a delegate to
the factory committee, and these com-
mittees joined together to form the
directing committee of the syndicate. In
this way the organization corresponded
to the division of labour, and the internal
structure of the industry.

The representatives of these five techni-
cal divisions of which the textile industry
was composed only formed half of the
directing committee. The other half con-
sisted of the control commission men-
tioned above, nominated by the com-
mittee of the syndicate, and the factory

%™ Continued
from p. 2

form goes through its usual phases and
then receives a deadly blow from another
civiization. which is on the ascendant.
According to past history this process
would endlessly recur. But in modern
times, thanks to the industrial and tech-
nological advance, the power of recovery
after destruction caused by war has
quickened the tempo and upset the
regularity of this process. It has also
reduced the number of extant civiliza-

-

sections, and ratified by i1ts assembly.

Under the old administrative system
practised throughout Alcoy, the book-
keeping was done in a disgraceful man-
ner, with about twenty or twenty-five
pages recording each day's transactions.
Under the new system however. all the
operations of each day were set out in
a page and a half

Only resumés were published. and the
details were recorded in accountancy
books under the headings: acquisitons,
sales, money received, money paid out,
acceptances, raw materials, manufactures,
warchouses, various.

In this vast organization, which if not
rigidly planned, was rationalized. the
syndicate was the supreme body. [ts
assemblies guided the work of the tech-
nical commission, and co-ordinated the
factory committees, Through its presi-
dent it authorised financial transactions.
and 1t assumed juridicial and social
responsibility for expropriation, and
for administration in general. It fixed
wages, and in fact co-ordinated all kinds
of activities, in the interests of the col-
lective,

As was mentioned at the beginning,
the other industries were organized along
similar lines: complete organizations in
the hands of the syndicates. In the
metalurgical works that | visited. work
was proceeding vigorously, under the
direction of workers” councils. In a few
months a new industry had been organ-
ized 1n Alcoy, without competition,
private profit, or capitalism. all of which
are necessary, according to writers of
economic treatises. having played any

part at all.

The organization of production in
Alcoy was technically perfect. but that
of distribution was incomplete. The

reason for this was that in this matter the
political parties did not all support com-
plete socialization. They opposed it. as
being a too revolutionary programme.
and consequently the commercial traders.
who had themselves created a control
commission, were able to centralize the
trade in agricultural products. paymng the
peasants their own prices, which greatly
increased the cost of the articles. The
republican, socialist and communist poli-
ticians prefer this kind of speculation to
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PERTINENT observation was made

by a British Guianese student at a
meeting organised last week by the
Movemen: for Colonial Freedom, when
he said that the panic in some quarters
of Britain because of Colomal mmi-
grants, was due to the fact that the
“slums of the Empire were suddenly
being transplanted and set down un-
comfortably close to home. It had
been simpler and nicer for everyone
when the sunk had been kept at ats
proper distance 5,000 miles away .

Unfortunately the full force of the
stink never gets bevond Government
levels, and the ordinary people of this
country know little of the poverty which
prevails in the West Indies, and what
is even worse thev do not seem to be
interested.

As our Roval Princess flies into the
Caribbean sun, the rumble of resentment
from some sections of the British work-
ers against her West Indian subjects 1n
this country reach our ecars.

Reports from two different parts of
the country this week reflect varying
attitudes towards the “problem™ of col-
oured workers and suggest again that,
prejudice apart—the result of ignorance
and fear, integration of white and colour-
ed is inseparable from the economic life
of the worker. We pointed out a few
weeks ago that Trade Union leaders
could do much to alleviate the fear of
unemployment which the worker thinks
will come as a result of an nflux of
coloured labour, by encouraging an 1in-
telligent attitude towards their fellow
workers whatever their colour, and by
poimnting to the real causes of recessions.

International Holidays

I'm all for the international exchange
holidays mentioned by Anarcho-Syndi-
calist in Freepom and | should like to
know more of the annual anarchist camp
mn Italy.

Indeed, any information regarding con-
tinental holidays would be welcome.

Stink

ANARCHIST’S NOTEBOOK

of the Empire Slums

Many trade union leaders however, pre-
fer to exploit the situation; it makes their
job of keeping their privileged position
sO much casier.

The Transport Committee of the Not-
tingham City Council have met to dis-
cuss the employment of coloured labour
on the buses to fill the vacancies for over
a hundred bus drivers and 145 conduc-
tors. The Nottingham branch of the
Transport & General Workers Union 1s
opposed to the employment of coloured
labour, and as far as we can gather the
opposition is as much from the rank and
file as the leadership. The reasons given
are similar to those advanced by the
Birmingham Branch of the T. & G.W.U.,
that if Jamaicans arrive in large numbers
as a result of emploving a few—(a)
Nottingham would become a “coloured
colonv”—(b) “clippies” may become dis-
possessed. The question of the position of
coloured workers if there should be a
trade recession is again causing anxiety.
It is so much better to feel that coloured
instead of white workers will starve In
this event. Another strong reason which
is not publicly advanced, is that if the
transport labour shortage were ended by
the introduction of coloured labour,
there would be much less overtime for
both drivers and conductors.

A different report comes from Coven-
trv where semi-skilled and unskilled
factory employvment, at the rate of £10
to £14 per week, is plentiful and the
fruits of plenty produce a noticeably
different attitude all round. A Manches-
ter Guardian correspondent writes :—

“The majority of coloured workers are
Indians. Some of them came to Britain
before the Second World War and many
have been here for three or four years.
The West Indians, almost all Jamaicans,
are later arrivals.

Before the war local labour could meet
all the demands of the factories that
surround the citv. War-time and post-

war industrial expansion ended this easy
state and better training, higher wages,
and more comfortable conditions attrac-
ted workers from the furnaces and the
manual grades. The Coloured workers
are filling the gap that has been left . . .

‘Frankly,” said the personnel manager
of one large car factory, ‘we should be
completely lost without our coloured
workers. They work at the furnaces, on
material-handling, and track-feeding.
‘They don't mind how hard they work,
but they seem to prefer that class of
work,” the manager added. ‘We tried
one or two of them on more skilled stuff
like machine-moulding, but they did not
seem to bed down to it

There had never been any friction be-
tween white and coloured workers, nor
was there any segregation. It was notice-
abje, however, that coloured workers
staved apart from works social life.
None of them played for any of the
works sports teams, though with the

Indians that might be due to language
difficulties. ‘Very few of them can speak
English.’

Unions Encourage Membership

The unions, too, are pleased with the
way Coventry's coloured labour experi-
ments have progressed. There have been
no attempts to use the workers as cheap
labour and all the coloured workers are
receiving more than minimum union
rates, Mr. J. L. Jones, the local district
secretarv of the Confederation of Ship-
building and Engineering Unions,
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said |

that they willingly joined their unions. |
‘They pay their subscriptions promptly |

and thev don’t hesitate to come (0 us
with their problems.” There were a
number of coloured shop stewards and
some coloured workers had attended
trade union week-end schools.”

It may be that in a time of recession
resentments will arise here as elsewhere,
but if the coloured worker is regarded as
a part of the normal community life the
chances of providing the scapegoat iIn
times of crisis are lessened. It i1s ob-

vious that where economic conditions are |

favourable integration is easier and the
effects more permanent,

What Motivated the General?

RECENTLY. General MacArthur start-
led his followers by making a public

declaration against war. The occasion
was a banquet given in his honour by
The American Legion, a Ist-type
organisation of patriots, to celebrate his
seventy-fifth birthday. Earlier in the
same day, a statue of MacArthur was
unveiled in the Los Angeles Park which
bears his name, and which surveyed a
pool whose ‘“scattered lily pads are
actually a careful arrangement of the
Pacific Islands, from Australia to the
Phillipines, that MacArthur conquered
from the Japanese in the Second World
War”. a symbol which seems more In
keeping with the General than the pipe
of peace.

Attlee’s Eye on the Votes

aches 1n the Pentagon.

LONDON ANARCHIST

LECTURE-DISCUSSIONS
Every Sunday at 7.30 at
THE MALATESTA CLUB
155 High Holborn, W.C.1.
(Nearly opposite Holborn Town Hally

FEB. 13—Philip Sansom on
ANARCHO-SYNDICALISM

FEB. 20—Claudio Veliz on
TYPES OF FASCISM TO-DAY

FEB. 27—Emile Boin on
TAOISM AND ANARCHISM

INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS
Every Thursday at 8.15.

OPEN AIR MEETINGS
Weather Permitting

HYDE PARK
Sundays at 3.30 p.m.

- NORTH-EAST LONDON

It 1s difficult to believe that a man, who |

only a few vears ago, was sacked from
his job as Commander-in-Chief of the

Far East forces because it was feared his |
military strategy would spread the Korean |

War to China, and whose policy insisted

on rearming the reluctant Japanese, has |

only now become aware of the horrors
of atomic warfare. As a personal ob-
server of the effects of the atomic bomb
on Hiroshima, before he lost his job,
he must have had a fair idea of 1ts
destructive powers.

The desire for immortality must be
strong in men like MacArthur, and per-
haps he has been motivated by an urge
to regain the limelight and thus ensure
a place for himself in the pages of
history as the General who turned Paci-
fistt But whatever his motives, his
utterances must have caused a few head-
He spoke about
the “‘blackguard leaders”

DISCUSSION MEETINGS
AT MANOR PARK
Alternate Wednesdays

at 7.30 p.m.

Apply to Freedom Press for details

- N.W. LONDON
HAMPSTEAD

at 27 Christchurch Hill,
Hampstead, N.W.3.

Discussions Meetings Mondays
at 8 p.m.
FEB. 14 —John Holderness on
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN
W. AFRICA.
FEB. 21.—Derek Orlans on
THE LUNATIC FRINGE.
Correspondence to:
Alan M. Bain, 8 Riffel Road,
Cricklewood, N.W.2.

- GLASGOW

of the world |

INDOORS
at 200 Buchanan Street
Every Friday at 7 p.m.

whom “the disease of power seems (O |
confuse and befuddle. Never do they |
dare to state the truth, the next great
advance in the evolution of civilization

cannot take place until war is abolished.
The ordinary people of the world are

time he allows himself an .important
loophole, which as we know is the
politician’s stock-in-trade.
He makes his appeal for disarmament
on the that no effective super-
F hydro

vision of hydrogen and atomic weapons

France has a great appeal but is reported
expensive. Further afield, Austria and
Spain are said to be very cheap but dis-

fance mkes the cost of the return fare
high. 1 Perhaps -'-t_ Holland llld

ATTLEE who, we are told, as

R.
M Labour Prime Minister launched
the “greatest rearmament programme
Britain has ever had” joins the ranks of

the peace lovers by calling for “total
world disarmament as the only hope for

The Malatesta Club

155 HiGH HOLBORN,
LovpoN, WLl s tualin
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There i1s some eeonomy, I believe, iIn
party travel besides reassurance in know-
how and agreeable company.

Luton, C. R. VINYCOMB.
The Editors feel they cannot undertake
the organisation of any exchange holi-
days themselves, bur will give their sup-
port to anyone taking the initiative.
The address for information regarding
the International Anarchist Camp in lialy
is:

ALDO Rossi,
Via Marco Tabbarrini1 40
Rome, Italy.

(From our Exeter correspondent)

Devon Council of the Movement
for Colonial Freedom held its first
public meeting 1n Exeter on Friday,
January 22nd, at which the attendance
was famrrly encouraging for this semi-
feudal part of the country.

The chairman, Dr. Leon Szur, stated
that the movement had been making
good progress since its formation last
year, and had obtained the afhiliation of
~ pumerous local Labour parties, pacifist
organisations, and trade unions. In the
international field it worked in co-opera-
tion with similar movements in Euro-
pean countries, and with various organ-
isations in the colonial territories them-
selves.

Counciller Chapple, of the Exeter
Labour Party, was the first speaker. He
pointed out that a forthcoming meeting
of the Movement for Colonial Freedom
occurred on the same day as the opening
of the new South African government of

mankind”.

Oppositional political commentators
have suggested that his timely speech to
the Defence Committee of Labour
M.P.’s was calculated as a vote, catcher
in the forthcoming elections, and as a
rallving point for the extreme left dis-
senters within his own party.

Bearing in mind that the opposition
will also be looking for something effec-
tive with which to woo the voters, we
agree that Attlee’s speech in the main
may well have been made with one eye
on the General Election. At the same

The Movement for Colonial Freedom

He concluded by pointing out that un-
less each of us did all within our power
to force the.government away from its
present policy, we were jointly respon-
sible for its oppressive activities.

Joseph Murumbi, who was secretary
of the Kenva African Union after the
arrest of Kenyatta, until its proscription,
followed him, and gave a survey of the
recent history of Kenva. The first British
settlers had seized large areas of land,
which had been kept by legal trickery.
The Africans had been limited to con-
fined reserves, while white men could
buy land for a penny an acre, and leave
much of 1t uncultivated. Most natives
did not even have enough land from
which to derive a living, and their misery
had been increased by taxation, to force
them to become wage slaves of European
employers in the cities.

Although the British government 1is
unwilling to spend money in developing
African reserves, it seemed prepared to

is possible and that the only deterrent
against a hydrogen bomb is to use the
threat of retaliation. Britain however,
i1s extremely vulnerable, therefore, we
must press at once for talks between East
and West to discuss disarmament. As
the political corresponden in the Obser-
ver points out: To the careful observer
Mr. Attlee has said nothing very new
and. indeed, the Government would not
dissent from much of his argument. The
only defence is the atomic deterrent?—it
is Sir Winston Churchill’s argument of
last December. A disarmament confer-
ence ?—but has not Sir Winston over and
over again said that he wanted four-
Power talks?

To the Left, however, the speech has
political undertones, and it is this that
accounts for the excitement in the Party.
It seems to offer something for every-
body. It cuts through the Party’s con-
fusion on defence and seems to give a
clear lead. Indeed, Mr. Attlee would
now appear to be in favour of an all-out
attack on the Government's defence
record, much to the delight of those who
have been agitating for a vote of cen-
sure.

It brings comfort to those who have
by no means given up their opposition
to German rearmament. For 1if, as Mr.
Attlee and Sir Winston have now said,
the only defence in a future war is the
threat of an annihilating blast of hydro-
gen bombs, what use, they ask, are the
twelve German divisions? German re-
armament, they will argue, on Mr.
Attlee's thesis, 1s almost irrelevant.

The point is that Mr. Attlee’s proviso,
namely, that “until there was an agree-
ment between all the nations to negotiate
seriously on disarmament, Britain must
build up her defence as quickly as pos-

agreed in this solution but the leaders

are the laggards.”

The agony of the cold war, he believed,

was kept alive by two great illusions.

“The one, a complete belief on the part
of the Soviet world that the capitalist
countries are preparing to attack them;
that sooner or later we intend to strike.
And the other, a complete belief on the
part of the capitalist countries that the
Soviets are preparing to attack us; that
sooner or later they intend to strike. Both
are wrong. Each side, so far as the masses
are concerned, is equally desirous of
peace.
would mean nothing but disaster. Both
equally dread it. But the constant accel-

For either side war with the other |

eration of preparation may well, without |

specific intent, ultimately produce a
spontaneous combustion.

“Whatever betides the ultimate fate
of the Far East—and indeed of the world
—will not be settled by force of arms.
We may all be annihilated, but war can
no longer be an arbiter of survival . . .

“The military situation in Formosa
demonstrates the inherent weakness In
the theory of collective security.

“The hundreds of thousands of millions

of dollars now spent on mutual prepar- |

edness could conceivably abolish poverty
from the face of the globe.”

SELECTIONS FROM
FREEDOM
Volume 3—1953

Colonialism on Trial
230 pp. paper 7/6; cloth 10/6 |
Still available :

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES

Saturday, Feb. 10, at 9 p.m.:

“A Programme of Insignificant Waffle'™
Wednesday, Feb. 23, at 8.30 p.m.
BOOK REVIEW by Mani Obahiagbon:
“Reflections on Violence™,
by Georges Sorel.

Saturday, Feb. 26, at 9 p.m.:
Anarchist Film Festival.

Dancing Every Saturday from 9 p.m.
(Guest charge, 6d.)
*

LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP
Informal Discussions Every Thursday,
at 8.15 p.m.
Lecture-Discussions Every Sunday
at 7.45 p.m.

(See Announcements Column)
ALL WELCOME

PROGRESS OF A DEFICIT!
- WEEK 5

Deficit on Freedom £75
Contributions received £99
SURPLUS £24

January 28 to February 3

Copenhagen: Anon. 5/-; Sandiacre: C.W.R.
5/6: London: D.M. 3/-; London: Anon. 1/6;
Vancouver: L.B. 14/-: Vancouver: M.P,
£1/1/0; Hyde Park: Sym athiser 6d.; Lon-
don: J.S.* 3/- Bolton: R.T.S. 5/-; Sheffield:

G.P. 5/-; Wellington: R.A.D. 1/6: London:
J.R. |/-; Nairn: WM R. 3/-; Cambridge:
Anon. 5/-. |
Total 314 0

Previously acknowledged 95 16 2
1955 TOTAL TO DATE £99 10 2

Mr. Strijdom, and hoped that the inter- Maintain armed forces in Kenya indefi- | siple and to the maximum extent”, Vol. 1.

national work of the anti-imperialist Ditely. In the interests of the “state of | allows for all sorts of arguments and MANKIND IS O

movement would help to offset, and per- emergency” thousands of Kikuyu who | methods to be used in the name of NE FREEDOM |

haps overcome, the policies of racial had no sympathy with Mau Mau had | g.fence. Vol. 2 : |

domination typified by the latter. had their homes and property destroyed. Attlee has made a very clever political s The Anarchist Weekly
Q‘omg on to survey the activities of As a Cpr}stmn, Murumbx appcalcq 10 | move; his rousing speech calling for POSTSCRIPT TO Postal Subscription Rates :

British governments, such as t.hc exile of the Christian sentiments qf the British | world disarmament (perhaps he got the POSTERITY 12 months 17/~ (U.S.A. $3.00

Seretse Khama, the deposition of the People to put an end to this, apnd obtain | jdea from General MacArthur) will ap- 6 months 8/6 (U.S.A. $1.50

- Kabaka of Buganda, and most of all the Justice for Africa. peal to the majority of people who cer- 3 months 4/6 (U.S.A. $0.76

terrorist campaign being carried out by Special Subscription Rates for 2 copies

During the question time, Councillor | tainly do not want war, and is therefore
the government against the people of Chapple said that a future Labour gov- I of political value. Knowing however, '2 months 27/- (U.S.A. $4.50
Kenya, he contrasted them with some of ernment might have a different attitude | the almost impossible task of agreement 6 months 13/6 (U.S.A. $2.26

out of the thought. But, as a political
realist, he must know that “war is the
health of the State"; for Attlee, as for
the majority of politicians, the choice
must always be between political power 27 Red Lion Street

and the interests of the people, and since |
these two rarely coincide we cannot ex- | ; London.. chc:.:“q ”E‘nglmd

pect politicians to act in our interest.

Cheques, P.O.'s and Money Orders should ||
be made out to FREEDOM PRESS, crossed
a/c Payee, and addressed to the publlslun £

FREEDOM PRESS

~ the ideals it verbally adhered to, such as
the Charter of the United Nations, and
 the Declaration of Human Rights. The
British Préss, and a large proportion of
- the population seemed prepared to con-
~ demn racial oppression in South Africa,
~ but supported it in British territories.

T

to previous ones, but he could not

promise.

The meeting was successful in awaken-
ing those of the audience who were un-
aware of it, to the nature of colonial
rule, an achievement which should be
wholeheartedly supported by anarchists.

between rival nations it is quite safe for
politicians to make such speeches, espec-
ially when they are also realistic and
suggest that we must build up our de-
fences—just in case.

No sane person wants war, and we do
not think that Attlee gets any pleasure

———————
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