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Pounds, Killings

NLY recently Mr. Denis Healey

proudly boasted in the House of
Commons that military expenditure has
been drastically slashed. This was a
curious joke because the figure has dras-
tically increased. What the excellent
gentleman meant was that had this been
a Tory budget, the figure would even
have been higher and therefore to have
a Labour defence budget is a definite
saving in itself for the country. It is a
pity that Mr. Healey did not elaborate
on this and say that our saving would
be even greater if we had a Democratic,
Fascist or Communist administration.

To refute the gentleman, and show
that the books have been well and truly
cooked, there has come into our hands
a document purporting (and we have
little doubt of its veracity) to give a
summary of various Government building
contracts tendered during the first three
months of 1966.

The Government, which invariably
signs itself ‘our obedient servant’, has
(like few other servants) several secrets.
such as letter-opening, telephone tapping,
cable vetting and ‘D’ notices which it
keeps from us, its masters. These, it
labels ‘official secrets’.

We are sure that these revelations also
come from Whitehall because it is still
written in Civil Service language with
occasional poetic flights such as: ‘Fresh
air and bright lights in the inner regions
of the labyrinth of power might well
destroy some of the rotten and poisonous
imperialist fungi flourishing therein.’
Well said!

This is a six-page duplicated docu-
ment entitled ‘Pounds, Killings and
Defence: a Study in Official Secrets’.
The authors admit that the revelations
merely scratch the surface and there are
many details which are never revealed
to the public or ‘their representatives’
(our quotes).

The main accusation is that £27,814,550
has been entered for the first quarter
of 1966 by the Ministry of Public Build-
ing and Works as civil expenditure
whereas the items are camouflaged de-
fence expenditure. Whilst it is true that
the connection between military and
civil expenditure in a warfare state be-
comes more and more complex it is a
gross fraud to pass off concrete struc-
tures (underground) RAF Northwood
(cost £910,000) as civil expenditure on
public works—the public aren't even
allowed in!

Likewise it will be interesting to know
why airmen’s houses (sometimes amount-
ing to £7,000 each) should be paid by a
civil ministry and why a road diverted
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for the Faslane and Coulport installa-
tions should be charged on the Road
Fund and no cost given—but motorists
will have to pay for extra petrol to
view the site from a distance! The whole
Polaris base comes to £7,783,000 plus
the cost of the road (unspecified) and
of course—a main police building (for
demonstrators?)—again unspecified.

The last page of the pamphlet asks
eight questions. The authors wish to
know :

Why military expenditure is camou-
flaged as civil. (Answer) The State
doesn’t really know the difference.

Secondly: Who pays for RSG'’s up-
keep and personnel if they are on a
civilian-ministry property. (Answer) You
do.

Why so many new arms depots?
(Answer) Because of Government's pre-
paration for nuclear war.

Why i1s a £2,000,000 hotel being built
in Grosvenor Square, almost next door
to the American Embassy? We don't
know either.

Why were the Faslane and Coulport
contracts negotiated during the election
campaign promises of economy and
peace? As Stanley Baldwin said on a
similar occasion ‘You wouldn't have
voted for me if I'd said anything else’.

Sixth question: Is this all they've kept
from us? (Answer) Not by any means,
Brother.

Why is more spent on an airman’s
quarters than on the average civilian
house? In the words of Mandy Rice-

Davies: ‘Well, they would—wouldn't
they?’
Question Eight: Can we believe in

the sincerity of a Government which
tolerates ‘Cathy-Come-Home' housing
conditions, cuts social services, imposes
a wage freeze but indulges in a sprawling
proliferation of military expenditure?
(Answer) Frankly, ves. This is Govern-
ment and the State at its most sincere.
EDITORS.

No Wage Thaw

This Spring

HE TUC conference of executives
held in London on Thursday,
March 2, did not present any sur-
prises. The TUC plan was over-
whelmingly supported with a six
million majority. There never has
been any conflict with the Labour
Government and the TUC on the
question of an incomes policy;, as
has been stated before on the back
page, the difference is purely one
of method and application.

George Woodcock, General Secre-
tary of the TUC, has from the very
beginning consistently argued and
pushed for TUC control over wage
vetting without government inter-
ference. Frank Cousins has shifted
his line slightly, inasmuch as he
now says if anyone i1s going to vet
his members’ wage claims it should
be the TUC. ‘Submit your claims
and differentials,” he says, ‘but we
are the people to judge whether the
approach you make is correct hav-
ing regard to the whole of the cir-
cumstances surrounding the trade
union organisation. We are estab-
lishing ourselves as the judges of
our behaviour.’

One of the clauses of the TUC
six-point plan is to draw up an
annual report on the economy in-
cluding a norm for wage increases
ait . talks with the Government and
the Confederation of British Indus-
try.

Mr. Wilson welcomes this pro-
posal by the TUC. He envisaged a
‘national dividend” in relation to

production, a national dividend for
distribution between all forms of
imncome for distribution to workers
by hand and brain. The TUC could
then judge priorities and timing to
ensure that the amount distributed

in higher pay did not outpace that
earned by production,

This all sounds terribly, terribly
lovely, such good sense, the TUC,
the CBI, and the Government all
working together to determine in
what manner we shall all live, this
1s basically what it all means. This
IS not even an original idea. Major
C. M. Douglas of the Social Credit
Party was putting similar ideas in
1920, and used the same phrase.

Before anyone cracks the gag
about this should help the lower
paid workers to catch up, don’t you
believe 1t, a very large number of
workers are engaged in jobs where
productivity cannot be measured,
also remember what Wilson said
when he first introduced the wage
freeze. Wage claims using the ‘com-
parison formula’ will no longer be
good enough. 1 ask you, what
chance do they stand in a nil or one
norm?’

Another interesting point in the
TUC plan 1s the hope that claims
might ultimately be co-ordinated by
the TUC to allow the establishment
of centralised collective bargaining,
this plus an annual conference of
all union executives, smells of the
TUC endeavouring to increase its
power and authority, by the back
door. To ask quite openly for more
authority would most certainly be
rejected by the unions because they
are exceedingly jealous of any en-
deavours to supersede their own
autonomy.

All in all it looks as if the mar-
riage between the TUC and the
Labour Government will survive,
neither side wants a divorce, the
Labour Party certainly does not
want to lose the breadwinner of the

family
T'he Labour Government is not
absolutely happy whether Mum

T'UC can keep all her brood in line
even though George Woodcock
makes the claim that: *“We ofier the
best prospect of dealing with people
who do not conform’,

Wilson 1in a speech at Greenford
whilst dishing out the bouquets to the
TUC included some very ominous
and pointed remarks. Wilson con-
ceded that the Government had the
fullest confidence in the determina-
tion of the trade union movement
to carry through its policy but 1t
had to express doubts about the
strain to which the new policy
would be put in i1ts early months.
“Therefore,” said Mr. Wilson,
‘failure could mean a clear duty
on the part of the Government to
rely on other measures which would
inevitably have the effect of inhibit-
ing growth and maintaining a higher
degree of unemployment than either
we or those in industry would con-
sider desirable.’

I'he whole affair 1s a charade on
a grand scale, the exercise being, to
discover the hidden intentions. For-
tunately they are not so well hidden,
the TUC will operate the wage
freeze, with the Government willing
and able to enforce it, if and when
the occasion arises. Obviously the
TUC are going to operate the freeze
as effectively as they can, Govern-
ment re-intervention means unions
breathing down their necks for
‘action” and—Ilet’s face it—industrial
action is the last thing the TUC
would want to be mvolved in.

BirLr CHRISTOPHER.

DISARMING THE IRA |

T IS POSSIBLE that by the end of this
year the Irish Republican Movement
will be Stalinmist. A Stalinist faction,
led by Roy Johnston and directed from
London by Desmond Greaves, editor of
the Irish Democrat, has been operating
inside Sinn Fein and the IRA for over
two years and In recent months has

been expanding its activities and record-
Ing some significant successes.

We received the following letter from
Dennis Pye.

BOUT YOUR REPORT ‘Bolton

Anarchists Jailed’ (FrReepoMm, Feb-
ruary 25) and your plea for information
about Les Smith, Adrian Morton, and
‘Henry’ Heap, I enclose a cutting from
the Bolton Evening News saying what
happened at Manchester Crown Court.

The cutting is headed. ‘Mercy from
Strength for Firebug Trio’, and includes
the following remarks from Judge
Crichton. ‘I am quite convinced that
you committed these acts with the sincere
belief at the time that you were striking
at that which you each regarded as
wrong. In this country no one is prose-
cuted or persecuted for his political
beliefs. But when men take action against
the civilized community, that becomes a
crime and the people become subject to
punishment. These are grave crimes
which you committed. 1 accept you are
sincerely repentant.’

The Judge said he accepted that their
five weeks incarceration in a remand
centre had been a shattering experience.
The establishment which they struck at
might be far from perfect but fortunately
it had strength enough to be merciful.
“The mercy extended to you today does

MercytromStrength

not proceed from weakness but from
strength.’

They were in fact each put on three
years' probation. Dennis Pye finally
comments.

‘Although not in contact with any
other Anarchist groups, these lads read
FReepoM and recent histories of Anar-
chism. All had been supporters of OND,
but had become bitterly critical of its
political approach. Les Smith had
carlier been involved with the CP and
with the Young Socialists but had
become convinced of their wrongness and
futility.

Five weeks in Risley Remand Centre
near Warrington before the Court ap-
pearance made them determined to stay
out of prison in future if at all possible,
but has made Les Smith, at least, a
more convinced Anarchist than ever. (I
have not spoken to the other two since.)
The small group of Bolton friends and
comrades visited the lads as often as pos-
sible, and quite a few were at the
Court.

Since their release on probation, Les
Smith has made arrangements to continue
his studies and hopes to make University,
Adrian Morton has also gone back to
Technical College. Henry Heap is, |
think, looking for a job.

Sinn Fein is the open political wing of
the Movement. At its Ard Fhes
(Annual Conference), in November, 1966,
there were three motions (Nos. 8, 9, and
10) calling on it to ‘enter Leinster House'—
1.e. become a conventional political party.
These were withdrawn when 1t became
clear during discussion that a vote either
way would split the Movement from
top to bottom. Motion No. 11 which
called for the expulsion of anyone advo-
cating parliamentarianism was not voted
upon. An amendment moved by the
President, Tom Gill, to the effect that
Sinn Fein would enter Leinster House if
it got a majority, was passed. Resolution
No. 2, which bound Republicans in some
circumstances to recognize the Free State
Courts was passed. The Ard Fheis also
decided officially to inform the Free
State or Northern Ireland Police of meet-
ings and parades. A resolution demand-
ing that the Movement’s newspaper, the
United Irishman, set out clearly the
reasons for not entering Leinster House
was defeated.

All this testifies to the considerable
success of the Stalinists in their attempt
to guide the Movement into their
beloved ‘peaceful road to socialism’. The
history of their activities in Irish politics
over the past few years and their gradual
attempted takeover of Inish Republican-
iIsm provides an object lesson in Stalinist
tactics.

During the fifties and early sixties the
ruling Fianna Fail Party was trying to
build a viable independent Irish capital-
ism. In foreign affairs it steered an
independent course, opposing all military
blocs, supporting China’s entry into the
United Nations, etc. Thus it was possible
for the Moscow bureaucracy to tout it as
a ‘progressive’, ‘anti-imperialist’ force in
the field of international diplomacy. Its
organizations in Ireland and Britain were
ordered to support it unreservedly. The
Stalimst Irish Workers' Party supported
reactionary Fianna Fail candidates, even
against left-wing socialists.

During this period Roy Johnston was
a member of the South Hammersmith

branch of the British Communist Party
and Treasurer of the Moscow-controlled
and financed ‘Connolly Association’. He
denounced demonstrations calling for the
release of Irish political prisoners. When
a committee was formed in London in
1961 to protest against Fianna Fail's
Military Courts (which were set up to
deal with Republicans), Johnston and the
CA denounced it an the grounds that ‘it
would embarrass the Irnish Government’.
In an article in the Daily Worker (23.6.60)
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Bevond Culture Lionel Tnlling 1§/~
Seven Women Against the World

Margaret Goldsmith 12/6
The Metaphysical Theory of the
State L. T. Hobhouse 12/6
Red Star Over China
(limp, worn and sotled)
Edgar Snow 4/6
Four Hundred Million Customers
Carl Crow 46
The Great Conspiracy Against
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Michael Sayers and Albert E. Kahn  6/-
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Charles Erskine Scott Wood 8/6
Man-to-Man: The Story of Industrial
Democracy John Leaitch §/-
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A.S. Mones 2/6
China Fights Back (193%)
Agnes Smedley 3/-
Economic Democracy C. H. Douglas 4/6
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Sir Alexander G. Cardew S/~
I Speak for the Chinese Carl Crow 4/6
From a Pitman’s Notebook
Roger Dataller 4/6
Labour, Life and Poverty F. Zweig 5/6
The Chinese Communists (1946)
Stuart Gelder 4/-
Hackenfeller’s Ape Brigid Brophy 6/~
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Freedom Bookshop
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Vol 3 1953: Colonialism on Tral
Vol 4 1954: Living on a Volcano

Vol S5 1955: The Immoral Moralisss
Vol 6 1956: Oil and Troublod Waters
Vol 7 1957: anOno—Gputkan
Vol 8§ 1958: Socialism in a Wheeichair
VYol 9 1959: Print, Press & Public
Vol 10 1960: The Tragedy of Africa
Vol 11 1961: The People in the Street
Vol 12 1962: Pilkington v. Beseching
Vol 13 1963: Forces of Law and Order
Vol 14 1964: Election Years

Bach volume: paper 7/6 cloth 10/6.

The paper edition of the Selectioms is
available to readers of FREEDOM

at 5/6 post free.
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VYERNON RICHARDS
Malatesta: His Life and Idecas
cloth 21/-; paper 10/6

E. MALATESTA

Anarchy Paper 1/-
ALEXANDER BERKMAN
ABC of Anarchism paper 2/6
ALEX COMFORT
Delinquency 6d.

ZAUL ELTZBACHER
Anarchism (Seven Exponents of the
Anarchist Philosophy) cloth 21/-
RUDOLF ROCKER
Nationalism and Culture

cloth 21/-

CHARLES MARTIN

Towards a Free Society 2/6
JOHN HEWETSON

[ll-Health, Poverty and the State
cloth 2/6; paper 1/-

VOLINE

Nineteen-Seventeen (The Russian
Revolution Betrayed) cloth 12/6
The Unknown Revolution
(Kronstadt 1921, Ukraine 1918-21)
cloth 12/6

E. A. GUTKIND

The Expanding Environment
(illustrated) boards 8/6
GFORGE BARRETT

The First Person (Selections) 2/6
MICHAEL BAKUNIN
Marxism, Freedom and the State
(ed.) K. J. Kenafick (paper) 7/6
MARIE-LOUISE BERNERI
Naeither East nor West (Selected

Writings) (paper) §/-

CLEANING UP TV by Mary White-
house. Published by Blandford, 16s. and
7s. 6d.

O review a book without ever having

read it demands a rare degree of
rapport between critic and author but
in extenuation I can only plead the pre-
cedent pioneered by Randolph Churchill
who admitted that the articles he wrote
for The Times concerning the book
The Death of a President were written
without having read that book. But for
the sake of the Blandford advertising
manager and as a salve and a sop to
my own conscience let me state with fear
of contradiction that Mrs. Whitechouse's
book is compelling reading, well written
and offers a magnificently argued case
for ending all my favourite television
programmes. Mrs. Mary Whitehouse, as
the co-Founder of the ‘Clean up TV
campaign, is one of those unfortunate
but well-meaning people who believe that
the only open discussion of our social
and moral evils should take place under
controlled conditions in the police court,
the confessional, the doctor’'s 1nner
chamber or the darkness of the mantal
bedroom. She believes, with the passion-
ate sincerity of a suburban Stalin, that
if any subject or scene offends her par-
ticular code of ethics, then it should be
physically suppressed

The truth of the statement, or the
honesty of the view expressed would
offer no saving grace for, if it fails to
conform to Mrs. Whitehouse's naive and
schoolgirl conception of social morality,
then, cries Mrs. Whitehouse and all her

sad little frniends: ‘Suppress, suppress,
suppress!’

On July 24, 1966, Tich, a tny toy
amimal, of the children’s TV show was

naughty and, said Mrs. Whitehouse,
‘there was no suggestion that Tich de-
served any punishment or that he should
be sorry he had done wrong' while 1n
another children’s TV show Pinky and
Perky ‘were unkind, to the point of
callousness, to the grown-up 1n their
programme’ and, says Mary Whitehouse,
‘this kind of thing could be the ongin
of the cruelty some find it hard to under-
stand of juvenile delinquents.’

In this simple-minded statement Mrs.
Whitehouse has a valid point but only,
and this 1s what she seems incapable of
understanding, if the children that view
these programmes were conditioned by
the Mrs. Whitehouses of the world to no
other source of information beyond the
moral or social codes dictated by a par-
ticular minonty holding or controlling
the physical power to enforce their views.

If you indoctnnate a child so that a
particular religious, political or social
theory and practice is the sole manifesta-
tion of absolute truth then you have per-
verted that child's mind, for it must
follow that any alternative theory or
practice must, by its very opposition be
evil, and the man that grows from the
child should be duty-bound to destroy
the very things that he has been denied
knowledge of.

It 1s only when you offer the child
and the man the opportunity to examine,
and then to accept or reject all know-
ledge, that our minds and our societies
are safe, for when codes of conduct that
appear to offend command the public
stage, then our safeguard lies not in
rattling the jailer’s keys but in arguing
alternative codes of conduct.

Given an authoritarian control of the
mediums of communications, and though
Mrs. Whitehouse would deny that this
is what she seeks, this 1s the only way
her own particular demands can be en-
forced. Given an authoritarian control
one can glorify virtue and justify evil

We produce our police programmes in
which our police are lovable, humorous,

always human, overworked, underpaid
and occasionally cross with some actor
whining out his role as the TV dehn-
quent, and when Inspector Barlow or

Detective Lynch have had to deal with
some slimy, kinky hoodlum do we pro-
test if they are just that teeny weeny bit
rougher than Pinky and Perky in the
Children’s Hour. And if our police and
those nice FBI gentlemen are so nice

NO STONE UNTURNED, MRS. WHITEHOUSE

then why should this not be the pattern
for the Russian TV political police or,
and consider this well Mrs. Whitehouse,
the SS Guards of a Hitler type of West
European totalitarianism.,

And if it could be possible to have
an interesting and amusing series about
pleasant, overworked, underpaid but
dedicated SS Guards, then why not a
funny film about a concentration camp
with well-fed prisoners playing tricks on
the guards, and all for a good gay giggle?
And. Mrs. Whitehouse, if you cry that |
push my analogies to the point of ndi-
cule. then let me quote cultural history
for you. When this country was engaged
in total war. with a total censorship, such
a film was made in this country, and the
British audience laughed. They laughed

WHOSE INIQUITY ?

ON INIQUITY by Pamela Hansford
Johnson, Macmillan 1967, 16s.

N A BALD account of the Moors
murder and trial, Miss Pamela
Hansford Johnson suggests that the
social atmosphere, particularly pornog-
raphy and the theatre of cruelty, in which
such crimes occur, argues in favour of
censorship. Must we not, she demands,
in a permissive society, 1mpose some
restraint? She hopefully presumes that
censorship will reduce the incidence of
sadism and violence, and stir the numb,
acquiescent public towards moral fury.

I have seldom read a book where
there is greater confusion between symp-
toms and causation. Her comprehen-
sion of popular culture is negligible; of
politics, scatty. Her understanding of
freedom is typical liberal incoherence.
Why so much pornography is written (she
claims for a waiting, hungering, accelerat-
ing market) or what social factors give
rise to the theatre of cruelty or why the
world has become anti-art, pro-violence,
conformist—these questions are either
not asked or inadequately discussed. She
bemoans an ‘affectless’ society, but withal
succeeds in ignoring two world wars.
This is so flagrant and inconceivable an
omission that it would be anti-climactic
so sort out and enumerate the many
minor but glaring flaws in her thesis.

Take her schizophrenic reference to
Hiroshima: ‘The murder of one single
child is made negligible by nothing, not
even Hiroshima' which 1mplies that
Hiroshima was an abstract piece of un-
pleasantness against which the murder of
one child on an English moor is obviously
the greater horror. |

This is purposefully tormented and
irrational ‘reasoning’: so that Miss Hans-
ford Johnson may reluctantly (but with
manifest relief) find that she must rely on
censorship to stem the flood of sadism
on the grounds that it may contribute to
sadistic behaviour. She argues that if one
cannot disprove all connection between
the pornographic library of the Moor
murderer and his actions this is sufficient
grounds for censorship. She calls on
poor Dostoievsky to defend her position:
nothing (and this includes freedom of ex-

pression) warrants the torment or murder
of a single child.

One might consider her proposal
seriously if she meant it. But would she
use the same gauge for the murder of
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LONDON FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS.
Temporary address c¢c/o Wooden Shoe, 42 New
Compton Street, London, W.C.2.
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Rose Street, off Garrick Street, London, W.C.2
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NORTHOLT ANARCHISTS., Contact:

Huggon, 173 Kingshil Aveanue, Northolt, Middle-
sex. Meampﬁntandﬂnhd'lednadaydtho

moath at Jeannie's, 6 Epom Clese, Northolt
Park, Middlesex, at 730 p
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ALTRINCHAM ANARCHIST YOUTH GRO
Get in touch with Stephea Richards, 25 N
Vale Road, Timgulc{’.ranlhin.
ABERDEEN ROUP. o
M. Dey, 29 1 Crescent, Aberdeen.
BEXLEY ANARCHIST GROUPFP. Correspondence
:&&m Wildish, 2 Cumbrian Avenue, Barnchurst.
BELFAST. Contact: Roy McLoughlin, 46 Moore-
land Park, Belfast 11, Ireland.
BIRMINGHAM ANARCHIST GROUP, Secre-
tary: Keith Watkins, 104 Jerry's Lane, Erdington,
Birmingham, 23.
UNIVERSITY OF ASTON GROUP. Contact:
Dave Kipling, B7 Kingsbury Road, Erdln&ton.
Birmingham, 24. Off Centre Discussions. coff
and Caroline Charlton’s, 8 Lightwoods Hill,
Bearwood, Smethwick, Birmingham, 41.
BRIGHTON. All those interested in activities
and action should contact Richard Miller, 1/2
Percival Terrace, Brighton, 7.
BRISTO Contact: Dave Thorne, 49 Cotham
Brow, Brifvol, 6.
CARDIFF ANAICHIST CROUP. Contact Mike
, 36 Whitaker Road, Tremorfa, Cardiff.
DUNDEE CROUP. Contact Bob and Una
Turnbull, 39 Stratheden Park, Stratheden Hospital,
by Cupar, Fife.
GLASCOW ANARCERST CROUFY ONE. Cor-

respondence to Robert Lynn, 2b Saracen Head
Lane, Glasgow, C 1.

HERTS CGROUP, 'Anarchist Writers'. Peter Ford.
Saturday, March 4. 8 p.m. 48 Lonsdale Road,
Stevenage.

HULL ANARCHIST CROUY. J Tempost,
389 Fountain Road, Hull. Tel. 212526, Moestings
:dtll”. Ist and 3rd Fridays of momth at above

IPSWICH ANARCHISTS, Ceatsct Neil Dean, M

.m. at Donald
avernake Road,

any children anywhere? Hiroshima?
Even Vietnam? Why does she so con-
spicuously not say so? Or closer at
home, the murder of the children at
Aberfan by well-inculcated class indif-
ference and class greed — and the
acquiescent public to the double-think
mnquiry?

Milton in Areopagitica said most of
what could be said about censorship.
His observations are as true as they were

over three centuries ago. A kind of
censorship, however, must, and in fact
invariably does, exist—at least with a

few of us who do not succumb to con-
formist art or politics. It is private,
limits no one's freedom but one’s own,
and 1s called criticism. One may thus be
opposed to the theatre of cruelty not
because it 1s amoral but because 1t 1s
bad art; the thearte of cruelty is anti-man
not because it exposes man to his most
vulnerable and damaging self, but because
being anti-art, it contaminates and con-
demns his natural virtues. And one may
oppose pornography, not because it
depraves people — generally people iIn
some degree of depravity (for reasons
that Miss Hansford Johnson does not
examine) read it or are capable of being
influenced by it—but because it

1s a
symptom of stifled sexual liberty. Miss
Hansford Johnson belongs to those

liberals who confuse freedom with exces-

until the concentration camp gates were
thrown open and the breathing skeletons
of men and women, and of children,
crawled over their own dead to a world
that wept and cried, ‘We did not know.’

If there is evil, Mrs. Mary White-
house, then let us examine it, for only
then can we seek to end it, but if we
live in a world where the wicked flourish
like the green bay tree, then let us seek
to alter our society and not our fiction

Our mass culture can only reflect the
society that creates it and our only safe-
guard lies in a free access to all infor-
mation, true or false, pertaining to the
human condition. Or, to put it briefly
Mrs. Whitehouse, if yvou don't like what
you see on my TV screen then seek out
the sickness that it is reflecting, or lobby
for another TV channel, but don't switch
my set off,

ARTHUR MOYSE

In the next issue we shall have a review

by someone who has read the book!

”

sive fornication or scatology or violence.
One doesn't know where freedom will
end up these days, does one?
Are all killers mad? No, she says,
when vou can find reasonable explanation
for their action. Is gratuitous murder of

unknown persons ever satisfactonly
explicable? What else is war? What
has the author to say of the arch-

murderers—the State—whom all liberals
in the end manage to sanction? If
freedom for the individual to write and
distribute and read his own brand of
pornography and sadism makes Miss
Hansford Johnson so nervous, why has
she nothing to say of the State to cause
our murders daily—not merely by the
destruction of our sensibilities so that
we have indeed become that ‘affectless’
society of which she complains, but by
that very constant murdering we are so
affectless to do anything about?

One ought to be able to dismiss Miss
Hansford Johnson summarily. Un-
fortunately this book and an equally
incompetent and more deranged contribu-
tion by Mary Whitehouse (on the need
for cleaning up TV) are going to be
widely and wildly prattled about, with a
perfidious purpose. These books will be
in the forefront of the forthcoming attack
on freedom of the press. There is some
likelihood that John Calder may be going
to prison for publishing a dreary book,
Last Exit to Brooklyn, by Hubert Selby
Ir. We must, however reluctantly, defend
its right to be published.

DACHINE RAINER.

WHO’S CRAIY?

HE MANAGEMENT of the New

Arts Theatre Club (6 Great Newport
Street) has censored the feature film
Who's Crazy? (director Tom White),
and refused to allow it to be shown, as
scheduled, during the week March 4-11.
It seems that one of the main objections
1S to the musical soundtrack specially
composed for the film by Ornette Cole-
man and played by the Ornette Coleman
Trno. The question anses: Is Ornette
Coleman’s music obscene?

Although an agreement had been en-
tered into between the London Film-
makers Co-operative and the New Arts
Theatre Club for the use of the theatre
for showing the film, Mr. Birtwistle,
manager of the theatre, through his
assistant Mr. Mulligan, informed the Co-
operative that the management and
directors didn’t like the film (‘even the

Canctery Road, Ipswich, Suffolk.

HAM mn'ruwms Centact Mick
Sbcnkcr. 122 Hamptem Road, Ferest Gate,
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PLYMOUTH ANARCHIST FEDERATION. Con-
gct J. Hill, 79 Underlane, Plymstock, Plymouth,
evon.
READING ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact
Alan Ross. 116 Belmont Road. Reading, Berks.
ROCHESTER ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact
Emyl Davies, 22 St. Margaret's Street, Rochester.
Fortnightly meetings from Monday, February 13.
SHEFFIELD. ontact Robin Lovell, <c/eo
Students’ Union, University, Sheffield. Tel. 24076.
SWANSEA. Please get in touch with Julian Ross,
11 Wellfield Close, Bishopston, Swansea.
Regional Secrelary: listair
Devonshire Road, Chorley.
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BUXTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Seccretary:
F. A. Gresty, Punchbowl, Manchester Road,
Buxton.

CHORLEY ANARCHIST GROUP. Seccretary:
Anne Marie Fearon, 16 Devonshire Road,
Chorley.

LIVERPOOL ANARCHIST GROUP. Brenda
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MANCHESTER ANARCHIST GROUP. Secre-

tary: Dave Poulson, Flat 2, 619 Wilbraham Road,
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WEST HAM ANARCHISTS. Contact Stephen
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LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION.
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Ford, 82 North Road, Highgate, N6 (Tel:
MOU 5$702.)

PROPOSED GROUPS

WISBECH. Apyone interested write Albert

Minn. 55720, USA.

music was obscene’) and, as 1t was too
avant-garde, the film would not be shown
as he was withdrawing the use of the
theatre.

Who's Crazy? which has been shown
publicly in Panis at the Palais de Chail-
lot Cinematique and also at the Cannes
Festival, has been seen in extract on ITV
London. New York Herald Tribune in
a favourable review said: ‘For those with
the patience to try something new, Who's
Crazy? offers some interesting comment
on the meaning—and relativity—of in-
sanity. Who's Crazy? Is it the lunatics
who escape from a bus taking them to a
new asylum, or is it the “Keystone Cops™
who try to track them down? Has
society itself gone mad?’

The Film-makers Co-operative 1s hop-
ing to find a cinema willing to show the
film. The directors of the New Arts
Theatre have extended the frontier of
obscenity to include the sound of music.

M.H.

Commumt Chaptor House, Leverington,
Wisbech, mbndgabirc.

CAMDEN (LONDON). Provos. Anarchist/Provo/
C.100/ Action oup—anyone interested lease
'cqo%acl:t Chris Davis at 56 Chalk Farm R
WEST SUFFOLK. Plecase write to Carl Pinel,
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Road, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk.

S. W, MIDLANDS Klte. Bill and baby Jane
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Midlands. Phone Mickleton 275 or write to
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Gloucestershire.

MIDLAND YOUTH AGAINST AUTHORITY
AND BUREAUCRACY. Proposed Group. Con-

tact N. Jackson, 8 Leighs Close, Hngh Heath,
Pelsall, Walsall,

LEE, LONDON, S.E.2. Anarchist-Radical
Group. Contact Rodney Hodges, 2 Cambridge

Drive, Lee, S E. 12,
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U.S.A. NEW YORK CITY. N.Y. Federation eof
Anarchists, c/o Torch Bookshop, 641 Bast 9th
Street, N.Y., 10009. Meets every Thursday cvm%
AUSTRALIA. Anarchist Group, PO Box A

Sydney South. Public meetings every Sunday in

the Domain, 2 pm. and Mondays, 72 Oxford
Street, Paddmgton Sydney, 8 p.m.

DANISH ANARCHIST ERATION. 52

Mindevej, Soborg-Copenhagen, Denmark.

VANCO , B.C.,, CANADA. Anyone interes-

ted in fomnn; anarchist and/er direct .m
James,

peace group contact Derek A.
Grand Boulevard, North Vancouver, B.C.,
Canada. Tel.: 987-269).

U.S.A. VERMONT/NEW HAMPSHIRE, Dis-
cussion group meets weekly. Contact E4d Strauss at
RFD 2, Woodstock, Vermont 05091, USA.

SWEDEN., Stockholm Anarchist Federation.
Contact Nadir, Box 19104, Stockholm 19, Sweden.
CANADA: Winnipeg. Anybody intoreated in
Direct action/anarchy contact G. J. Nasir, 606
Matheson Avenue, Winnipeg, 17, Manitoba.

BELGIUM: LIECE. Provos, cl/o quu. Charlier,
11 Avenue de la Laiterie, Sclenml-l.ien. Belgiom
EAST AFRICA. George Matthews would like to
make contact. Secondary school teacher from

UK. PO Box 90, Kakamega, Kenya.
USA: NORTH-EASTERN MINNESOTA. Contact
James W. Cain, 323 Fourth Street, Qloquet,



Desperate

Dear Freedom Press,

We are a young couple with a baby and
have to live separately because we are
unable to find accommodation together
in London. 1 have to live in Oxford
with my baby and my boyfriend has to
live in London. We desperately want to
be together and would like any furnished/
unfurnished accommodation at reasonable
COST,

Thank you.

Y ours sincerely,
clo Freedom Press, SUSAN BECKWITH.
17A Maxwell Road, S\W.6

Not Cemical

Dear Friend,

One of the manifestations of violence
which should concern peacemakers Is
the importation of large numbers of
American war comics into this country
which can be obtained for a few pence
from most bookstalls. I am writing to
you because I think you will agree that
these comics may have an adverse effect
on the people, particularly children, who
read them. They glorify and ennoble
the vilest aspects of war, and the act of
killing another human being i1s depicted
as heroic; it is heroic to blast Japanese,
heroic to drop bombs on Germans, heroic
to slaughter Chinese.

I believe that these publications have a
dangerous effect on children in four ways.
First, by constant visual reiteration, the
pictures of battle, machine guns, flame
throwers and napalm bombs may con-
dition children to accept that violence
is an integral and essential part of life.
Second, in these comics, the enemy 1#
not portrayed as a human being, capable
of emotions and actions for good or evil,
but as a cipher, a target, an object. This,
I believe, could have a brutalising effect.
Third, hatred against the enemy race
(successively French, German, Japanese,
Russian and Chinese) could be en-
gendered. In a world where it is vital
that men of different races and creeds
live together in harmony, these comics
are an influence for division and race
hatred. Fourth, the attitude of these
comics that ‘our’ side is inevitably in
the right could embed itself in a child.
This could cause intolerance and belliger-
ence in adulthood, and indirectly affect
the attitude of governments the world
over. Also, a slightly less important
point is that if, in view of our balance
of payments difficulties, we have got to
cut down on our imports, let us first
stop importing this trash!

It is arguable whether these publications
would greatly harm a normal, well-
balanced child. However, a child who
was already potentially or slightly un-
balanced could be pushed further into
delinquency and abnormality by their
cumulative effect.

If you are concerned that this rubbish
should not be propagated among children,
let me know what you are doing so that
some co-ordination can be achieved.

Yours sincerely,
STUART MARRIOTT.
181 Kingsdown Avenue,
South Crovdon, Surrey

Bouquet & B)'ickbat

Dear Comrade,

You ask for readers’ comments on
your eight-page issue; my own are that
I think it 1s one of the best you have
ever published. The article on Kosygin’s
visit by “‘N.W.” (who is he, I wonder?) was
a brilliant example of polemical journal-
ism, crisp, clean and forceful; Arthur
Moyse was at his entertaining and
informative best, whilst the articles by
Alan Parker, and David Stringer were
saying exactly the sort of things increas-
ing numbers of people are looking for

Subscription Rates

FREEDOM only (per year)
£1 10s. ($4.50) surface mail
£2 16s. ($8.00) airmail

ANARCHY only
£1 6s. ($3.50) surface mail
£2 7s. ($7.00) airmail

COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION

FREEDOM & ANARCHY (per year)
£2 10s. ($7.50) surface mail both
£4 15s. ($12.50) airmail both

FREEDOM (airmail) &
ANARCHY (seamail)
£3 17s. ($10.50) (per year)

(per year)

and all too often failing to find. David
Stringer in particular is making a vital
point when he stresses that people cling
to the Labour Party (for example) because
it is something solid and real to them
and those concerned with alternatives
must project something equally solid and
specific.  This is why polemics and
castigation of things going wrong, though
necessary, are inadequate if we are to
make any headway against these evils as

distinct from simply moaning aboul
them.
I don't hike your industrial page, 1

bores me and | suspect it bores every-
one else. | have been a manual worker
and 1 have worked in factories. Anar-
chists, like the Fabians, are always talking
about how to improve factory work, even
though it is a precondition of progress
that most of it should be abolished. If
factory workers haven’t got enough
gumption to walk out of factories simply
because as institutions they demean the
human condition, it i1s not a scrap of use
FrReepoM trying to rectify their lack of
insight by campaigning for an extra
fourpence a week. It is agricultural
wages which should be raised; at present
the urban worker 1s getting high wages
for producing rubbish as part of the
exploitation of the farm worker who 1s
producing his food.
But you are a tonic all the same,
Fraternally,
JOUN PAPWORTH
Editor, Resurgence.

Computer Dating

Dear ‘Jack Spratt’,

I think you’re wrong about computer
dating. Sex and love are the pleasures,
not the agonizing loneliness and emptiness
that precede them. You and I and other
relatively emancipated human beings may
find it easy to acquire sexual partners,
but there are too many thousands of sad
people who don't.

Apart from the fact that these computer
firms are making money out of people’s
plight, what is immoral or objectionable
about a machine helping i1n partner
choice? Each of us meets so very few
people, and of these few such a very
minute percentage may be approached
sexually. And when we do ‘choose’ our
partner or partners, what elementary
mistakes we all make! What years of
pointless effort to ‘try and make a go of
it’. It is easy enough for those, like
ourselves, with a libertarian outlook to
change quickly and easilly  from one
partner to another—but what of the
ordinary girls and boys with all the
weight of convention behind them, press-
ing them to stay together through misery
and hate?

I feel that while we are doing what
we can to change society, suffering should
be reduced to a minimum, and the daily
toll of pain caused through sex and love
deprivation is as unthinkable as the daily
toll of pain caused by war and hunger.

I have seen several versions of the
‘computer dating’ questionnaires. | am
no academic psychologist, but I have
been deeply interested in psychology for
several years and would say that, on the
whole, the questions asked are balanced,
basic, important and scientifically com-
piled. Why do you ‘assume that the basis
of selection by the machine is that of
similarity’? Would it not be more logical
to assume that the organisations 1In
question have planned for maximum
success of their project? And that they
will have avoided at least the most ele-
mentary of psychological errors?

Their questions seem to probe two
aspects of a person: his temperament and
his attitudes. If the psychologists
behind the computer plan are not quite
the fools you think they are, they will
very likely make sure that they pair off
people with similar attitudes to Iife
whilst balancing temperaments on a
‘concave, convex’ principle, as you put it.

I am happy that neither you nor I need
send our £1 to a computer firm; but

when science can be used to increase .

happiness, don’t let’s be so ‘pure’ and
old-fashioned.

Just a last word, did you notice there
IS one very progressive aspect of these
new organmisations compared with the
traditional ‘marriage burecaux'?
was nothing about ‘applicants must have
the sincere intention to marry’. In fact,
the very opposite: these questionnaires
stress the sexual, friendship and non-
formal aspects of the prospective liaison
and even ask 1f you prefer your partner
to be marned or not!

In friendship, yours,

Kent JENNY JAMES.

2.3.67

There. - every seven.

THERE WAS NO PROTEST from the Canine
Defence League at Mr. Wilson's descrip-
tion of abstentionist MPs as ‘dogs’. Mr.
Wilson said that a dog was allowed one
bite but if the dog went on biting, not
because of conscience but because of
viciousness, something happened to the
dog. He might not get hrs licence re-
newed. Nicolas Walter pointed out in
a letter to the Guardian that whilst sixty
MPs abstained from. voting on the
Defence White Paper this year, it only
needed six to abstain in 1965 or 1966
to seriously influence the Government,
this yvear's sixty had very little effect.

MRr. wiLsSON bought himself a new dog
but it 1s to go into the country for
house-training.

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC Archbishop of
Cardiff attacked ‘the new crusade against
authonty’. He said ‘in the first place the
attack 1s not solely on the Church. It is
on all authority. Politicians and police-
men are suffering yjust as much as parents
and priests. The attack 1s not now

just on those in authonity but simply
on authonity as such. There 1s a real
smell of anarchy here.’ . The Roman

Catholic chaplain of Cambridge Univer-
sity, Father Joseph Chnstie, accused
Archbishop Thomas Roberts of heresy
and closed a meeting the Archbishop
was addressing at Cambridge. The Arch-
bishop said of Father Christic: ‘He must
either substantiate his charges .or with-
draw them. | cannot let the matter rest
as it 1s. I have my human nights, and
must be convicted or vindicated’. Father
Chnstie said, ‘l have no intention of
apologizing to anyone. I do not give a
damn about the 'reaction.’

THE GUARDIAN has been running an en-
thralling correspondence about dogs who
would roll over and ‘die’ at vanous com-
mands, For example a clergyman speaks
of a dog who would ‘die’ at the words
‘Bonar Law’ [Conservative Prime Mini-
ster], and revive at the words ‘Lloyd
George’ [Liberal Prime Minister].

THE PAPACY HAS PRONOUNCED that cap-
tains who go down with their ships are
guilty of the sin of suicide. According

to the Chelsea Post, a Catholic church in
Cadogan Street has been chosen to try
out a new funeral rite experiment. In
the words of Chelsea News: 'Shifting
the emphasis from “damnation and the
fires of hell” to “the loving mercy of
God to all sinners”. Comments of parti-
cipants are invited.” . . .

IN ANSWER TO AN ENOUIRY iIn the

Guardian, about the exact figure of
deaths in the British raid on Dresden.
Mark Amold-Foster states that the SS
man responsible for civil defence 1n
Dresden gave a figure of 25,000 dead,
35,000 missing and 350,000 homeless

Other figures given have been 135,000
dead and from 200,000 to 300.000. This
purposive raid took 68 minutes. In
Vietnam about 100 wvillagers were killed
in an accidental raid by a US plane on
l.nng Vel. (’umpcns;mnn of $50 (about
£17) will be paid. Two US Democratic
Senators are disputing whether the cost
of killing an NLF soldier 1s $350,000 or
$300.000

THE MORNING STAR reprints a Soviet news
agency interview with a Soviet expert,
just returned from Vietnam, who alleged
‘that latest Soviet weapons transported
by rail to North Vietnam through China
“just disappear on their way and these
disappearances have become more fre-
quent during the current cultural revo-
lution. Important installations arnving
in North Vietnam could not be put to-
gether because somewhere mn China Red
Guards took them apart and “forgot”
to put back some of the important parts
Soviet goods for Vietnam wvia China
could be delayed for many weeks, and
in a bid to defame Soviet aid to Vietnam,
the Chinese removed Soviet trade-marks
and replaced them with Chinese ones.’

EARLE REYNOLDS, an American Quaker,
is due to sail from Hiroshima to Hai-
phong with $10,000 worth of medical
supplies for the North Vietnamese

JiM GARRISON, Dastrict Attorney of New
Orleans, continued to improvise his script
for his version of the Kennedy assassina-

AR T e
‘BBG to Show Mixed Race Gouple in Bed’

—~Daily Telegraph

tion plot. It is not disclosed yet whether
the Cobans supposedly involved were
left-wing or right-wing. Mr. George Raft,
a former refugee from Cuba, was refused
re-admission to this country. It 15 not
known whether the Home Secretary was
influenced by Raft’s old movies

SENNET (University of London Union
magazine) secured mpctures and story of

Post Ofhice official taking commercal
cables for GPO examination. A week
later the Daily Express published the

story. The Prime Mimster criticised the
publication of the story by the Express
(not because 11 was necessarily untrue)
but because it was a breach of ‘D’ (De-
fence) notices. The Paily Mail said, like
a good boy, that it would have published
the story earljer but for the ‘D’ notice
I'he Government has promised a
party enquiry mto the system of ‘D
notices. The Mirror could do no bettsr
than to resign from the ‘D’ notice comn-
mittee and the Spectator defied the Ofh-
cial Secrets Act by printing the ‘D’
notices -

tWO-

MR. PETER BENENSON, of Amnesty,
alleged that a cabte from Aden describ-
ing fifty deaths in ap anti-British demon-

stration was censored, whilst a report
appeared i a Freach newspaper. This
story was demed and Mr. Benenson was
disowned by Mr.. Sean McBride of
Amnesty Mr. McBride was, it was

alleged by Mr. Benenson, knowingly In
receipt of Central Intelligence Agency
(US) funds for the Internztional Com-
mittee of Junsts ¥ was alleged against
Mr. Benenson that ‘he had knowingly
distributed among Rhodesian political
refugees money from the British Govern-
ment. There the matter rests.

LYONS AND cO., manufacturers of ZOOM
ice-lollies, failed to get a High Court
injunction against, Trebor Ltd.,, who 1n-
tend to manufacture ZOOM bubble-gum.
Jon QUIXOTE.

E AIMS of the NWFA Conference,

held in Manchester, Saturday, Feb-
ruary 25, were very modest indeed. The
main reason it was convened was so that
we could bring our advertisement In
FREEDOM up to date, as it 1S now 1nac-
curate and misleading. Therefore, iIn
view of the fact that the only response
to notice of the Conference (which was
widely circulated in the NW, well in
advance), was the matenalization- of
about 15 delegates from the Manchester
and Chorley groups; plus a letter from
Liverpool withdrawing most of the sup-
port on account of the Polaris demo;
plus a telepone call from the Buxton
group while the Conference was In
session; it was decided that the associate
membership of the NWFA should con-
sist of these groups only at the present
time. And since new officials have been
elected in these groups, together with a
new Regional Secretanat, the ' new

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION CONFERENGE

advertisement has been drawn up (sec
address list).

As far as the rest of the agenda 1is
concerned, the only other thing worthy
of mention i1s Item 3.

In reply to the proposal by the
Regional Secretary that a Working Com-
mittee be set up to organize the Annual
Conference of the AFB, it was decided
unanimously that neither the Manchester
Group, nor the NWFA was 1in any con-
dition, financially or organizationally to
organize such a conference this year.
lerefore, we send apologies to all com-
rades who were expecting such a con-
ference to take place, and hope that the
organization of it will be undertaken by
some group or groups who are 1n a more
fortunate position than we are at the
moment.

(from notes supplied by D.P.).

M.H.
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Through the Anarchist Press

USA
A Christmas campaign against war-
oriented toys went completely unheard:

huge sales were reported for tanks,
missile-launchers, guns, jeeps, etc. A
toy manufacturer who offered 1,000

dollars in a ‘peace-toy’ competition did
not receive a single useful answer.

JAPAN

In 1951 adherents of
‘Soko Gakkai’ numbered only, K some
20.000. Now the movement has 15
million members. that i1s to say, it can
claim the allegiance of one Japanese In
Members are grouped In
a rigid military-style hierarchy based
directly on that of the Nazi party; the
degree of militancy is high and propa-
ganda is being spread throughout Europe,
Asia and the Americas. Paris has been
chosen as the centre for European propa-
ganda, and already a following of 100,000
is claimed.

FRANCE
According to official sources, 300,000

the neo-Nazi

O A TS M T . O SN O Y NNy TS Lo A

Intro
to FREEDOM

duce Your Friends

SIX SHILLINGS EACH WILL
BRING THEM ‘FREEDOM’ AND
‘ANARCHY' FOR TWO MONTHS
WITH YOUR COMPLIMENTS.
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Frenchmen are at present out of work;
unofficial estimates put the real figure
much higher, possibly by several hundred
thousand.

AUSTRALIA
Premier of Victoria and leader of the
Liberal-Country Party coaliton 1s a
small, double-chinned, insignificant man
named Henry Bolte; intelligence, origi-
nality, consistency, honesty, are qualities
that have rarely complicated his political
life or that of the successive State
Governments he has led. At present the
prisons of Victoria hold a considerable
number of murderers (including several
double murderers) whose sentences have
been commuted by the Bolte government
from death to life imprisonment: ‘life’
often meaning less than 20 years. Prior
to the hanging of Ronald Ryan on Feb-
ruary 3, Bolte fatly refused to see deputa-
tions led by reputable solicitors and
doctors, as well as one headed by
Anglican Archbishop Wood and prison
chaplain Father Brosnan: no reason was
offered for this official intransigence. A
letter from a friend in Melbourne sug-
gests that the hanging was a sop thrown
to reactionary pressure groups, and that
Bolte, a man of no importance except by
purely local standards, is the victim of
an ever-increasing craving for personal
power.
JOHN THURSTO
(Sources: Combatr Syndicaliste,

Espoir, Défense de I'Homme.)

HELP AGAIN !

EADERS OF Freepom know that

this paper is produced by voluntary
labour. Now that we are producing an
enlarged edition at the end of each
month we need help on the folding and
dispatch side of the paper.

This 1s still done by hand on Thursdays
from 4 pm. onwards. It has happened
that only two people have been lefil to
do the job entirely and carry them to
the GPO late at mght. This work 1is
done at Express Printers, 84a Whitechapel
High Street, E.1 (Aldgate East Under-
ground Station, Whatechapel Art Gallery
exit, turn right and turn up Angel Alley).

Anarchy is got ready for dispatch on
the first Saturday of the month and help
is needed for this at 17a Maxwell Road,
S.W.6.

There are other opportunities for help.
Please contact the office.

Hunger March

The London Federation of Anarchists
has sent the foellowing telegram to Danilo
Dolci: ‘We fully suvpport your march

against hunger and poverty.’
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DATA & the

Wagekreere

NE of the few unions that has

consistently opposed the incomes
policy of the Government is the
71,000-strong Draughtsmen’s and
Allied Technicians’ Association. On
a number of occasions 1t has
breached the wage freeze and has
secured higher wages for its members
or, as at a company in Newcastle,
C. A. Parsons, after a 14-week strike,
gained a fourth week’s holiday.

These increases have, of course,
only affected a small minority and
the Government can to a certain
extent ignore them. There is also
the clause written into the incomes
policy which says that wage increases
that affect less than 200 men do not
have to be notified by the manage-
ment to the Ministry. This has
been used by DATA and manage-
ments have often given 1n because a
stoppage by DATA members would
have meant a progressive shut-down
of the plant. These breaches of
the wage freeze and the period of
severe restraint are only pin-pricks,
but nevertheless they show what
can be done if a union shows some
militancy. In other words, ‘mili-
tancy pays'.

LOCK-OUT

However, this week the shipbuild-
ing employers have challenged
DATA. Their Federation has
decided to go ahead with a lock-out
(they call it suspension) from March
7 of 1,800 draughtsmen, employed in
70 shipyards, unless the members
who are at present on strike at Swan
Hunter, Tyneside, go back to work.
This strike began last Monday after
negotiating procedure had ended 1n

W R
Contact Column

This column exists for mutual aid.
Donations towards cost of typesetting
will be welcome.

School. Could parents/teachers please
give me information about any en-
lightened primary (especially Junior)
schools 1n "London area or S.E.
England. Box 51.

Accommodation Wanted. Cheap sleeping
accommodation/dry floor. Anywhere
in London for seven days June-
September. No cooking. Write
Alan Murgatroyd, 28 Sun Street,
Haworth, Keighley, Yorks.

Elizabeth Windsor. Hull Anarchist
Group require any anti-royalist in-
formation or literature. Particularly
about the Queen. H.AG., B89
Fountain Road, Hull.

Poetry Readings, Manchester. Free, in-
formal, at Castle Hotel, Oldham
Street, off Piccadilly, Manchester.
Thursdays, starting March 2, 7.30
p.m. Further information/kip re-
quired, contact David Stringer, c/o
International Centre, 64 George
Street, Manchester, 1.

Anarchy. Will exchange copies of 2 and
33 for 37 and 38. Box 48.

Abolition of Royalty. Individual Action
being discussed now in all parts of
the country and abroad. For details
of meetings apply Box 49.

Badges. ‘Free Stuart Christie—Franco’s
Prnisoner’, 3/6 for six (including
postage), minimum order. Proceeds
to new campaign expenses. Orders
to John Rety, c/o Freedom Press.

House or Apartment wanted for July.
American comrades (4) need house
or flat to rent for month of July.
Box 50.

Speakers. Harlow Anarchists intend to
run a series of public meetings and
indoor forums. Comrades willing
to speak on anarchistic topics will
be paid expenses if necessary.
Please contact the Harlow Group
(see groups column) with offers or
suggestions.

Christian Anarchists wishing to meet
other Anarchist or Libertarian
Christians please write to Carl Pinel,
c/o West Suffiolk General Hospital,
Hos:pital Road, Bury St. Edmunds.

¥ you wish to make contact lef us know.
Priated by Express Prioters, London. E |

deadlock.

Last July, DATA put in a wage
claim to the Shipbuilding Employers’
Federation, which was rejected and
sO they submitted the claim to indi-
vidual companies including Cammell
Laird, John Brown's and Swan
Hunter. In February, with the
negotiating procedure exhausted, the
union i1ssued strike notices and three
days before they expired, Swan
Hunter offered a 5% increase to be
paid from July, subject to Govern-
ment approval. DATA turned this
offer down, saying that they wanted
increases of at least £1 to £1 10s. for
men over 30 and so they stopped
work last Monday. Those on strike
total less than 200, but the employers
see this action, quite rightly, as one
of leverage on the rest of the ship-
building companies. Good tactics
on the part of DATA, but this time
it has not come off!

Mr. Greenwell, for the employers,
said: “There 1s nothing special in the
circumstances at Swan Hunter's to
justify this action being taken and it
1S obvious that any increases con-
ceded there will result in similar
demands being made at other yards
throughout the country. We are not
prepared to allow victimisation of
individual firms in support of what is
in effect a national claim.’

While the union sees their leverage
tactics as legitimate, which is fair
enough, they also say: ‘A national
lock-out would be unconstitutional.
. . . It would be like us saying that
because we could not reach agree-

ment in one yard, we were calling a
national strike.” This would be

another tactic, just as legitimate in
my view as the leverage method.
After all the Employers’ Federation
1S only an organisation formed to
protect the collective interest of the
shipbuilding firms, so I do not think
DATA should complain if they use
their collective strength.

TAKING ON THE
GOVERNMENT

The lock-out can be called ‘un-
constitutional’, but employers are
doing this every day of the week and
gain assistance from the Govern-
ment’s incomes policy. From the
workers’ point of view, a wage claim
now means taking on the Govern-
ment. Employers can say, as have
Swan Hunter's, that the increase is
all right with them in July, providing
the Government allows it, but even
if this happens, it still means that

the draughtsmen have not had a pay
rise since July, 1965. Swan Hunter's
could have said nothing, like other
firms, and paid up considering that
only 170 men are involved. How-
ever, they have decided to make an
industrial issue of it. How far all
the companies will follow the
Federation remains to be seen, but
according to the Morning Star, there
are signs ‘of cracks in the employers’
front—with possibly three of them
refusing to play ball and carry the
lock-out into effect.’

While workers are condemned for
taking action which holds up ex-
ports, to my knowledge there has
not been any attack in the national
press on the dreadful threat to our
balance of payments, economy, etc.
that this lock-out presents. The
Employers’ Federation says: ‘Not-
withstanding the serious conse-
quences which such action may
have for the industry’ . . . they have
‘no option but to issue the attached
notice of suspension.’

CLARK CHAPMAN LTD.

The executive of DATA have ad-
vised all locked-out members to turn
up for work as usual on Wednesday.
They will be paid dispute benefit by
the union, which has about £Im 1n
realisable assets and could be
assisted by a levy on other members.
DATA could also face a direct
challenge from the Government, who
may decide to issue an Order under
the Prices and Incomes Act, delaying
a payment conceded by Clark
Chapman Ltd., a Newcastle com-
pany which makes boilers. The
company has given increases of 10s.
to 20s. following a threat of strike
action by DATA.

Whether or not an order will be
slapped on the 200 DATA members
remains to be seen. If the Govern-
ment does, it will mean that the
union executive and members could
face fines and imprisonment if they
take action to gain the already con-
ceded increase. DATA, although
small, is putting up a good fight in
opposing the Government. Of
course, its small size has enabled 1t
to get away with it so far, but never-
theless, 1t must be recognised. While
Cousins talks and Clive Jenkins uses
the courts, George Doughty and the
DATA executive have taken positive
action.

Militancy, the willingness to use
the strike weapon if needed, is the
lesson for all trade unionists. It
can be done, but a small union like
DATA cannot defeat the Govern-
ment’s incomes policy by itself. It
will need action from the rank and
file who will have to defy the
executives 1n a campaign against the
incomes policy and the centralisation
of bargaining. Efforts should be
made by trade unionists, especially
in shipbuilding, to express some
solidarity with the draughtsmen.
They could be in for a tough time.

2ol

DISARMING THE

Continued from page 1
Desmond Greaves wrote: “The 26-county
Republic 1s the most progressive state in
Western. Europe. There are no
deaconic Special Powers.” This at a
time when the Fianna Fail Government
was exercizing its power to arrest and
imprison people for an unlimited period
without charge or trial! In Outlook
(No. 4, January 1961), magazine of the
South Hammersmith CP, Johnston re-
peated this line, describing the Free State
as ‘the most progressive country in
Western Europe’.

However, to the chagrin of the
Stalinists, Sean Lemass failed to make
independent Irish capitalism work. He
turned towards the Common Market and
integration with Britain. Last year he
signed a ‘Free Trade Agreement’ with
Wilson which effectively makes the 26
counties an economic province of British
Imperialism. This led Moscow — and
therefore the British Communist Party
and therefore the Connolly Association—
to switch the line.

The crisis which had been gathering
over Inish capitalism since the late fifties
made for considerable industrial and
agrarian unrest. The Republican Move-
ment, noting and analysing its failure to
arouse the mass of the Irish people on
the single issue of partition, was beginning
to involve itself in social agitation. The
situation was potentially explosive. If

IRA

the revolutionary traditions AND THE
ARMS of Republicanism became a focus
for the growing discontent, then there
was a real chance of a showdown between
the Irish people and their exploiters.

Fianna Fail had been revealed in all
its naked obscenity as a reactionary
Tory rump. The Stalinists had to
abandon it, but were still faced with the
necessity of heading off any potentially
revolutionary tendency. So Greaves
dispatched Johnston to Dublin. He was
entrusted with disarming the Republican
Movement. As we have seen, he has done
well.

The Sinn Fein Ard Fheis was preceded
by some typical Stalinist ‘organization’.
Known revolutionaries were expelled or
squeezed out. Richard Behal, just after
escaping from gaol, was summoned to
the offices of the United Irishman (which
are watched 24 hours a day by the
Special Branch). Not unnaturally, he
didn’t turn up. He was expelled forth-
with. Others driven out of the Movement
included many who had taken part in the
IRA campaign of 1956-1962. Slander
campaigns were mounted against leaders
of the anti-parliamentary persuasion.

There is now in progress an attempt to
disarm the IRA. Country units are being
told to hand over their arms to the
Dublin Headquarters. Many are refusing,
and one unit recently went on a raid and
obtained 34 extra small arms in Port-
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WO EVENTS in the Labour Party

give reason for hope. The Labour
Party has found itself forced to cease
its subsidy to Nalso—its student organi-
zation, which it alleges is now an SLL
front; and the pottery workers have de-
cided to cease paying their political levy
to the Labour Party.

These are more significant 1n each
case than would be supposed either from
a mere statement of the facts, or a con-
sideration of the relative size of the
Union and association. The Pottery
Workers' Union has not for a long time
been noted for its radicalism; indeed not
long ago a leftist Labour Parliamentary
candidate writing in Peace News men-
tioned that rank and file pottery workers
generally ignored their Union, writing it
off as hopelessly reformist and right wing,
and looked instead for help to a hand-
ful of leftist MPs in the Stoke area.

There has of course long been discon-
tent among workers in the Cornish china
clay industry, which had already been
cut back before the '64 Wilson Govern-
ment was elected. The discontent had
been to some extent fostered by Labour
politicos anxious for a few cheap votes
and ready to promise that Labour would
do this, that and the other. Then comes
the Freeze, the selective employment tax
and so forth, and discontent in the pot-
teries themselves rises to the point where
this right wing union is forced to take
action (while, of course, the left MPs
remain within the Labour fold).

This is in line with many reports by
more honest LP socialists of the last
Party Conference. Whereas in previous
years the constituency delegates were
noted for militancy and the TU ones for
their conservatism, at the last conference,
though the Union votes were still gene-
rally cast for the right, there was a ten-
dency for the junior members of the
TU delegations to express more radical
criticisms of the Government than those
expressed by constituency workers.

A moment’s thought will explain this.
TU bureaucrats in their junior ranks
are, to an high degree, answerable to
rank and file pressure, they know their

marnock. One thing is certain: any

arms given up to HQ will never be used
again if the Stalinists effect a complete
takeover.

The Movement's wing among exiles
in Britain 1s Clann na h-Eireann. At a
meeting of the executive of the British
Communist Party, held in the second
week of January, it was reported that
Clann should be in the hands of the party
by this summer. The tactic is simple.
They are trying to merge it with the
Connolly Association. The Chief of
Staff of the IRA recently came to England
and told Clann members to join the CA.
(It must be stated that this person, a
life-long, dedicated Republican, is either
suffering from some mental aberration
or acting as the unwitting tool of Roy
Johnston.) Greaves has announced that
he 1s going to hold a ‘Unity Conference’
of Irish emigrant organizations, Johnston
has written to his supporters in England
telling them to go into either Clann or
the CA, the inference being that they
are, or will be, much the same thing,

Clann had been devoting most of its
energies to collecting money for what
it believed to be a forthcoming military
campaign in Ireland. Early last year its
cash in hand was £1,198. It is known in
Dublin that only £200 of this has reached
the destination for which it was intended.
No one has yet come up with a plausible
explanation as to what has become of
the balance,

Back In Ireland more of Greaves’
agents are being brought into leadership

For Workers' Contral
THE SIGNIFICANCE

jobs depend on their getting some con-
cessions. A constituency worker is sold
on the politics of social democracy, the
mere fact that the lesser TU bureau-
cracy have traditionally been less socialist
makes them more flexible since they have
not got into the habit of explaining away
every crime against humanity in spurious
socialist terms.

Naturally the Unions, being adapted
by their very organization to the con-
tinuance of a class system, this radicali-
sation of the Unions can only proceed
within clearly defined limits, but it is an
inevitable prior development before there
can possibly emerge in this country any
libertarian and syndicalist industrially
based socialist movement.

Just as the pottery workers had not
previously been noted for their leftism
so, though Nalso has, since about 1958,
been solidly situated on the Labour Left,
it has also been firmly committed
through all this period to entrist politics,
and opposed to even the fake open oppo-
sition to Labour manifested by the SLL.
Besides remnants of the New Left, at
least three Marxist factions (whether
Trotskyist or Luxemburgist), who insist
on work within the Labour Party, have
traditionally had significant strength
within Nalso.

As far back as 1959, the Nalso execu-
tive was the scene of a dogfight between
one such group and another that was
then within the SLL but soon after left
it to identify itself more closely with
Labour. While, as recently as last year,
a third such group—on the strength of
the work of two sons of a Labour MP
who had joined it—was reputed to have
picked up one or two hundred militants
within Nalso.

If, now, Nalso is merely an SLL front,
then it means that the entrist doctrines
of these groups have proved inadequate
to retain the loyalties of militant Labour
student youth, and if this is so, then
here is something on which those who
talk of staying with the masses should
reflect. If, as i1s probably more likely,
the SLL has no appreciable influence in
Nalso, and Labour has merely used the
SLL as a convenient excuse for sitting
on even loyal leftists, then again there
is a significant moral here for those who
persist in thinking they can work in the
Labour Party.

L.O.

positions. Anthony Coughlan, Dublin
correspondent of the Irish Democrat—a
man who in the late fifties was attacking
the IRA campaign against British instal-
lations in the Six Counties—is now having
his speeches reported in full in the
United Irishman, A series of ‘Wolfe
Tone Clubs’ is being set up, designed to
act as centres for Stalinist ‘theorizing’.
Johnston's magazine Tuairise has become
a semi-official theoretical journal.

The Irnish Republican Movement has
always been politically naive. It was
based on romantic, idealistic patriotism.
Observing the double-dealing and hypo-
cricy of conventional politics, it shied
away from theorizing and ‘legitimate’
political activity. It is doubtful, for
example, if many of those who pitted
themselves — however incompetently —
against British Imperialism between 1956
and 1962 had the vaguest idea of the
social content of the ‘free Ireland’ they
were trying to create. This attitude has
Its positive aspects; but it made the
movement easy meat for a carefully
planned, efficiently operated and well-
financed takeover bid by a gang of
political hacks with the combined in-
tegrity of an adder. What is needed now
IS an organized campaign to expose
Greaves, Johnston, Coughlan and their
ilk for what they are. Already a start
has been made by the production of an

independent magazine An Poblacht in
Cork. But it is only a start.

S10BHAN CAMPBELL.
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