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THE SHOOTING of the four

students at Ohio State last week
was nothing more than a logical
extension of what has been going
on in American Universities—not to
mention in the streets—during the
past five years. Black people in the
United States have been experienc-
ing this kind of oppressive violence
for more than a hundred years; it
is only now that young, white,
middle-class Americans come face
to face with the powers that be.
Dean Johnson, who was shot and
killed prior to the Democratic Con-
vention in Chicago, was the first.
James Rector, shot in the back
during the People’s Park riot n
Berkeley, was the second. Now the
newspapers ring with the names
of Krause, Miller, Scheuer, and
Schroeder.

Young American whites are fight-
ing, and dying, not out of a sense
of liberal guilt, or out of idealistic
altruism, but out of a sense of their
own oppression. A long - haired

youth cannot walk down the street
in an American city without being
stopped and frisked by police. Many
arc assaulted and arrested on
groundless charges. Cambodia isn’t
a problem 5,000 miles away for
these people, it 1s on their doorstep.
The draft makes it a matter of life
and death to each and every one of
them. Half the students in American
schools don’t want to be there In
the first place but are forced to
remain under virtual penalty of
death (college students are deferred
from the draft).

There is, however, a grave fault
in the student movement. It i1s not
true in every case, but is prevalent
enough to cause concern. That 1s

~ BEGINNING of the Spanish
tounst season has seen the be-

ginning of bomb scares on planes of

Iberia Airlines. Iberia planes at Heath-
row, Amsterdam, Geneva and Frankfurt
were found to have firebombs aboard,
secreted in suitcases. In all cases a
telephone call to the airport alerted
the staff and the ‘bombs‘—the Guardian
described one as a ‘large firecracker'—
obviously were timed to go off before
the departure of the plane. One may
have reservations about this method, and
it can be said that there is always the
danger to human life through some
failure of timing or careless handling of
a device, but there are those that feel
that this is effective propaganda by
the deed to deter those taking holidays
in Spain.

it cannot with certaintv be stated,
even if it were wise to do so, which
group is responsible for these ‘scares’.
The Spanish regime has gathered so
many enemies. In the Evening Standard
(May 11) Senor Miguel Garcia, a former
anarchist guerilla, who was freed from
a Spanish jail last October (the Standard
neglected to mention that he had served
a twenty-year sentence) said, ‘These
attacks were certainly made by vyouth
members of the FAI, the Iberian Anar-
chist Federation. It is never their
intention to harm innocent pcoplc. That
1s why warnings were given in time.
The object is to damage planes and
other property belonging to the Franco
regime. These actions are taken to
pressure authorities in Spam for the
justified release of political pnsonen in
Soria, Segovia and Jaen prisons. . .
The people who carry out the atmcks
are experts on fire or explosives. They
travel to various countries with their

materials and make contact with FAI
men in those countries. No more than
a dozen people would ever know who
they were.’

If the Standard report is to be believed,
and there is some reason to doubt its
absolute veracity as, naturally, one
doubts the veracity of any newspaper,
the idea of the ‘firecrackers’ is to call
attention to the prisoners in Spain. Quite
naturally, the Franco regime does not
feature a tour of Spanish prisons in its
tourist programme although no doubt
what goes on in these prisons would
be as attractive as, say, a bull-fight
with the prisoner taking the role of
the bull. The low cost of living to
tourists is entirely due to General
Franco's efforts in keeping down the
Spaniard’s standard of living.

Two pamphlets (stocked by Freedom

Why Not Tour
Spanish Prisons?

Bookshar. Spanish Political Prisoners
and Lookmg Back . . . After 20 Years
in Jail give the facts on Spanish prisons
which are lacking from the guide-books.
In five prisons, thirteen prisoners are
serving (for political crimes) a total of
about four hundred years. About fifty
Basque priests are in jail at Zamora
(perhaps it was the clergy who sabotaged
Iberia—who would suspect a priest?).
In Santa Catalina, Cadiz, there are
Jehovah's Witnesses (‘Millions now flying
Iberia, will never do it again’). In
Carabanchel there are 300 students
(‘them bums would do anything’).

Laws against banditry and terrorism
have been used to penalize the distri-
bution of leaflets. Prisoners are on
hunger-strike. The Spanish regime will
deny it has any political prisoners. This
1s the usual subterfuge of totalitarian
governments who feel that they are so
reasonable that anyone who opposes
them must be a criminal—or (as in the
Soviet Union) a lunatic!

Whatever one may feel about the
methods pursued in calling attention to
the iniquitous Spanish regime, desperate
measures require desperate remedies and
there is no doubt that tourists to Spain
need to be made aware of the volcano
on which they are consuming their eggs
and chips and English tea.

JoN QUIXOTE.

‘A POLITICIAN
IS AN ARSE
UPON WHIGH

EXCEPT A MAN’

POSTERS NOW ON SALE
5 for 2s.6d. including postage
from Freedom Press

(ssh!—for flyposting ?)

EVERYONE HAS SAT

anarchistsmweekly
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The Chicago-Conven-
tion, the Berkeley Park struggle and
showed
American students that their stru; ggle
1s no different from the struggle of
the
privileged
position of students was an illusion
shots on an Ohio

simply the lack of vision of its
members. In too many cases stu-
dents have been issue-oriented,
clamouring for more privileges for
themselves while others are slaugh-
tered in the streets. During the
moratorium, students read the names
of the American war dead, 1n
memorial services throughout the
country. Why only the American
dead? Can you oppose the war and
not support the people of Vietnam
and Cambodia?

This is beginning to change, as
students find that they can no longer

)

stand alone,

the Ohio

State slaughter

all the
world.

oppressed people of
The seemingly

destroyed by a few
campus.

The American students

The third world. women.

dIc now
ready to take their place alongside
their brothers throughout the world.

Blacks.
Puerto Ricans. homosexuals. Indians.
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hippies, and every other group that
sive forces
are
fight their com-

15 experiencing the
of the American
juining lugf:lh':r 1O
mon oppressor

repre

Government.

Nixon can take back his ‘bums’
statement. Agnew can rewrite his
speeches. Madison Avenue can
advertise a cigarette for women
with the slogan ‘“You’ve come a long
way, baby’. It won’t do any good
T'he people know who the enemy is
and are prepared to fight it. The
Ohio State students won’t be the
last to give their lives so that
humanity can live. But I'm sure
they wouldn't want us to mourn
them. Memorials are tributes to the
past. They would rather have us
look to the future, to a time when

each one of us can smile and say, °
am a free man’,
MiIKE BoOARrRD

FTER NINETEEN MONTHS of

struggle for civil rights in Northern
Ireland, the contradictions of opposing
factions in the Fianna Fail towards
this struggle has resulted in the sacking
of two powerful Ministers and the resig-
nation of a third. The policy of ap-
peasement pursued by Jack Lynch has
apparently been challenged by the ‘true
green’ Republicans of the Cabinet. Or
were they? A great deal of mystery
and cloak and dagger surrounds the
whole affair. Hence, although we are
unable to supply answers to all the
questions, we can ack the relevant
questions and try to clear the air a bit.

Of the dismissed Ministers Charlie
Haughey is the most powerful, the most
able and the real power behind the
Governments econony - policy. Neil
Blaney has continuously taken a ‘hawkish’
line under pressure from his constituents
in Donegal. Kevin Boland, the third
senior Minister, who rtesigned in sym-
pathy with the others, is the pet hate
of the Homeless Action Groups for his
notorious property deals. Both Blaney,
who was Minister for Agriculture, and
Haughey, a former Minister for Agrn-
culture, have long histories of ‘scum
peasantry’ attitudes to the farmers.
Haughey, the cool business tycoon poli-
tician, recently sold his house to Dublin
Corporation for £204,000.

As you may know, the policies of the
Fianna Fail Government are to en-
courage foreign impenalist nvestment
and appeasement and non-violence on
Northern Ireland. All three Ministers
have fully advanced and supported these
sell-outs. To see them as gun-runners
to people dedicated to violently kicking
out the British is a bit difficult. To see
them stretch their devious necks out so
far except for very high stakes takes an

GUNS £

even bigger stretch of the imagination

The Taoiseach Jack Lynch was a
compromise candidate selected after a
week or so of haggles within the Party
a few years ago. Now it seems possible
that the really big guns—Haughey,
Blaney and Boland, are fed up with
this situation and that this was the
line they took most probably in collusion
with the right-wing splinter of the IRA
who saw something to be gained on a
short-term basis.

One must remember that thb A
split three ways and that it was tﬁe
left wing which went for participation
in the Parliaments and the right wing
which went for abstention. The ones
who split on the lack of assistance
during the troubles in Northern Ireland
for the most part identify with the
right wing. It is for this right wing
section, the Provisional Army Council.
that the guns were supposed to be
smuggled. It i1s remarkable that these
sections of the IRA should have any
illusions as to the intentions of this
political rump.

There are few things about which
we can be positive and one of these
is that Lynch’s position was threatened
by the ‘Holy Patriotic Trinity’. As for
the existence of the guns, we at |east
will take a lot of convincing; they
could even be a cover-up for something
entirely different! Certainly the guns

explained a lot of things but not all
Why should Haughey, who has never
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dirtied his hands with the Crivil, Rights
struggle, run guns?” It may it Blaney
and Boland who have been muttenng
the odd vague word here and there,
e.2 ‘We can't rule out the use of
force as a possibility'—how compro-
mising can you get? but it does not
fit Haughey. The ambition common to

all three politicians can ecasily explain

therr sackings.

Or perhaps the arms could, after all,

be _meant for the Nartherr Cathaliog

All Northern Catholics want guns but
These

guns could be meant for the Nationalist

only the militants have them.

sections (after all Fianna Fail are looking
for a federal solution—non-violent and
peaceful of course and the Nationalists
are the right partners). This would
be the only wiable solution for Britain,
Southern and Northern Ireland. The
nationalist section needs guns to regain
support lost to the militant leftist or-
gamsations in Northern Ireland.

But considering all the possibilities
it does not really afiect the lives of the
Irish people North or South, as there is
no conflict here of issues vital to the
working classs. We have not got the
whole truth vet, only the tip of the
iceberg has been revealed and then only
under pressure. What sort of pressure?
This is the next question and we
suspect that in the answer to that
question lies the reasons for the Dail
barbecue.

NA BuacaiLpLi Bana.

GLC’s Moniie Poiice

ANY OF THE Greater London
Council’s housing estates are situ-

ated in run-down and depressed areas of
London. Often they are like barracks,
with long balconies looking out on to a
pot-holed and featureless yard. The only
bright and human touch in these wom-
out dwellings is the grafiiti. The very

"sight of these places makes one feel

destructive and it is not surprising that
they are an object of ‘vandalism’.

The GLC, to give them their due, are
modernising and converting many of
these estates. This year they should be
starting, on average, a block or section
each week in an effort to improve the
amenities of the dwellings. But although
these improvements to the actual flats
are welcome, little is done to the sur-
rounding yard, except to give it a new
layer of tar. The same bleakness and
desolation remains and Kids, tired of
kicking that old ball, start on something
else.

Of course the bureaucrats at County
Hall cannot see the reason for what
could be called creative vandalism. Kids
want something better than a bare empty
vard. However, the GLC, instead of

providing play amenities, are devising
a new scheme by which porters can
keep a better watch on their estates.

Work study engineers have worked
out a plan whereby resident porters are
assisted by a mobile unit who will be
constantly tuming up on an estate to
apprehend ‘vandals’. These mobile units
will be radio-linked and can come at
any time to the assistance of the resident
porter.

The reason why this scheme is being
introduced is because in the past the
resident porter has been in a difficult
position for preventing ‘vandalism’. He
and his family bhave to live with the
other residents and so he had tended to
ignore things rather than have to put
up with the bad feeling created by the
action. The mobile units will not be
worried in this and can give
vent to their authoritarian feelings if
and when they feel like it. They will not
have neighbours’ taunts, the dirty looks
or the shunning by those next door, for
they will be away and out of it

It is argued that all this will deter the
‘vandals’, while the subsequent saving
on repairs will more than pay for the

capital outlay of the vans, radio equip-
ment and the wage bill for these GLC
police.

This s another scheme masterminded
by those bureaucrats at County Hall. In
my estimation, not only will it cost more,
but it also shows how these people think.
They would rather create a porters’
police force than improve the environ-
ment of the esfates and give the kids
reasonable facilities for play.

A CORRESPONDENT.

THE WEDNESDAY

MEETING

The Mythology

of the 20th Cen tury

ARTHUR ULOTH speaks

FREEDOM HALL, Angel Alley
20th MAY at 8 pm
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