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GLYDE WORKERS SAY ...

ASS MEETINGS of workers of

the Upper Clyde Shipbuilders
have declared that they will not
allow the yards to be closed down—
they will occupy them and work
them round the clock. They will
not allow themselves to become the
docile victims of the trade war—
they will carry on working and pro-
ducing without employers. We sup-
port this decision one hundred per
cent.

As we go to press, we have no
more details and further meetings
are planned following the Govern-
ment’s decision not to put more
money into UCS. We can only
hope that the workers’ decision to

occupy the shipyards is not aban-
doned in favour of some miserable
compromise such as have been
forced upon them before with
disastrous consequences.

UCS workers have been messed
about for long enough. They have
in the past been prevailed upon to
increase productivity which meant
the sack for a quarter of the labour
force, about two thousand of their
workmates. Now they are threatened
with a complete closure of the yards
and 7,500 men face the prospect of
joining the Glasgow dole queues
where nearly ten per cent of the
working population is already sign-
ing on with no hope of work. In
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Murkel Bore

IT IS A SLOGAN in advertising that

‘repetition 1s reputation’. The repe-
tition of the phrase ‘Common Market’
or its equivalent ‘EEC’ is the signal in
a newspaper or on television or radio
for the average man to lose interest,
turn over or switch off. For one thing
it has gone on so long that everybody
has exhausted, and been exhausted by,
every argument pro and con. Secondly,
arguments have been conducted on such
a high abstract level with a deliberate
(or understandable) absence of facts that
discussion has been on suppositions and
hypotheses, coloured in some people’s
eyes by prejudices but from the point
of view of the other party, backed by
knowledge and observation.

The lofty abstractions and hypothetical
situations about the Market have given
it a bad press for only the predictable
bad results for British and Common-
wealth food suppliers, Carribean sugar
barons, and fishing enterprises are easily
seen. As regards the agricultural workers
and sugar workers and fishermen, they
are always victims of the misfortunes of
capitalism, so it is no change for the
State to add to their miseries.

Another thing, which is easily seen
by the Daily Express readers, National
Front-ists and Enoch Powell supporters,
1S the prospett that when Britain joins
Europe ‘she will have to sacrifice some
of her national sovereignty’. How much
18 one of the great imponderables. Also
it is probable that European workers
will be able to come and work here.
Many left-wing critics of the Market
(particularly the Communists) fall back
on these deplorable chauvinistic argu-
menis to oppose the Common Market
—and it is this current of patriotic
anti-foreigner feeling which needs watch-
ing, for the possibility of a ‘right-left’
anti-Market coalition has precise Fascist
potentialities.

On the other hand, the starry-eyed
idealism of the liberal (with a small ‘1")
supporters of the Market is a far remove
from the hard-headed businessmen who
make up the six. Time was when inter-
nationalism was the great cure-all for
the ills of war and world poverty. Ernie
Bevin sentimentalized over the possi-
bilities of the abolition of passports
and did nothing about it. Joining the
Common Market is undoubtedly a step
forward into ‘the parliament of man,
the federation of the world’, and this
prospect is dazzling for all those who
accepted Federal Union, World Govern-

ment, World Citizenship or any of the
hundred and one varieties of a united
world. But the world is full of these
essays towards world unity, they all
have one thing in common, they are
all united against something. Comicon,
EFTA, SEATO, for example, are all
international groupings aimed for and
against the Eastern and Western blocs,
they also succeed in being, in the way
that States have, against their own citi-
zens. The Common Market is a com-
bination of states not only as a counter-
poise to the American and Soviet trade
blocs but as a method of disciplining
their own citizenry. ‘When rogues fall
out, honest men come into their own!’
Capitalists long ago realized the wasteful
effects of competition. They are the
true internationalists, whilst large sec-
tions of the working-class remain arrantly
and dangerously nationalistic.

The Common Market is the continu-
ation of monopoly capitalism by other
means. As such it is undesirable but no
more undesirable than capitalism and
the State, of which it is a logical develop-
ment. |

It 1s of course highly probable at
this stage that Harold Wilson will lead
the Labour Party into opposition to
the Common Market; Bob Mellish, one
of the more blabber-mouthed of Wilson's
stooges, almost gave the game away.
It would split the Tories most likely,
it could force a General Election and
would certainly get the support of the
man-in-the-street, the dissident Tories,
the National Front, the Communists
—and Enoch Powell! What other cheap
and easy programme could do this?

As an abstract issue, and at the
moment it is abstract, Britain joining
the Common Market is a bore. It is
concerned with money and market
grabbing which are too rarefied to be of
human interest. Who even understands
the role of sterling? Even when it is
brought down into human terms, it is
framed by the Daily Excess herd in such
appeals to patriotism, national prejudice,
racialism and sheer greed that one recoils
from it.

The basic yardstick upon which to
judge any project is the motive of
the sponsors, for the motive will deter-
mine the next step of the Community,
and the motives of the Common Market,
the European Economic Community, are
far from international brotherhood and
the well-being of all.

JACK ROBINSON.

addition, the closure of UCS will
mean the sack for a further 22,000
workers at present employed in local
industries ancillary to shipbuilding.

ANGER ON THE CLYDE

No wonder there is anger on the
Clyde. Unemployment stares wor-
kers in the face and it is this which
lies behind the decision to occupy
the shipyards. It is a bold decision
and the only one possible in the
circumstances. It deserves the sup-
port of the whole working class.

It 1s bad enough being a wage
slave at the best of times, forever
doomed to see the fruits of your
labour stolen from you to enrich
those who have never done a day’s
work in their lives—but when you
are expected to starve quietly on the
dole because your employer has no
further use for you then it is time
to have done with wage slavery
altogether. Evidently Clyde workers
are not prepared to see a repetition
of the hungry ‘thirties’ when mil-
lions of working people were
crucified in poverty, sacrifices to the
great god profit.

Everything is favourable to the
success of the decision to occupy the
shipyards—provided only that the
workers are not distracted from
their course by those who lie in
wait with all sorts of ‘solutions’
which cut out direct action. We all
know them — the parliamentary
lobbyers, the advocates of national-
isation and state control, the ‘wait-
for - another - Labour - Government’

brigade, and, of course, those like
the Labour member for Gorbals

OPERATION
OMEGA :
BANGLA DESH

PERATION OMEGA is not just a
mission of relief. It is an act of
interference.

On March 25 Pakistan’s Army invaded
East Bengal whose government then de-
clared itself the Republic of Bangla
Desh. In the months since, five million
Bengalis have fled from the east to India.
As the world knows, their fate is terrible,
and help has come too late. But the pros-
pects for those left behind—some seventy
million—are even more appalling. Their
rights to succour, shelter and self-deter-
mination have been trampled on. These
people are confronted with a nightmare
even more desperate than the refugees
who have escaped.

Since the invasion these men, women
and children have been denied almost all
outside relief. And as long as Pakistan
occupies Bangla Desh, it seems bound
to ensure that relief goes only to those
who submit to its authority.

The only real solution to the cause of
this catastrophe as opposed to its effect
is the withdrawal of the Pakistani army
from Bangla Desh.

The Pakistan regime is bankrupt. It
continues its occupation only with the
support of foreign governments—through
economic aid and loans.

But, instead of cutting off this aid, and

who has already cried ‘Anarchy!

on hearing of this display of in-
dependence by Clyde workers.

WE CAN ALL HELP

Taking over the shipyards is the
only action likely to make any im-
pression on the Government any-
way. They will have to choose be-
tween putting in more money or
run the risk of provoking a wide-
spread movement of expropriation.
If they choose the latter course—
and they might—then every worker
in the country must rally round the
Clyde men in the only way possible,
by spreading the movement which
they have started.

It is not only on the Clyde that
closures are threatened. They are

OCCUPY THE SHIPYARDS !

taking place right now in every
section of industry, whether nation-
alised or not. Unemployment is fast
reaching the million mark. Unless
we all agree to take it lying down

then we must stand up and fight—
and workers on Clydeside have
shown us how to do it

They have put aside the begging
bowls. By their decision to occupy
the yards they have declared that
there is no future in lobbying Parlia-
ment or waiting for some future

government to nationalise the in-
dustry. They have decided for
direct action and thereby given us

all the answer to the brutalities of
capitalism — occupy the factories
and run them vourselves!

JOHN LAWRENCE.

Union Boss
‘Blucklisis’
90 Memners

O LIBERTARIAN mill workers

working at mills in Shaw and Wer-
neth, near Oldham, have been sacked
and another worker threatened within
days of each other.

The reason is believed to be their
circulation of a petition at work, pro-
testing at the victimisation of Brian
Bamford by Courtauld’s Arrow Mill at
nearby Rochdale, earlier last month.
Bamford was sacked for defending four
sacked Pakistanis—Zafar Khan, M. Riaz,
Mashood Mohd, and Sawar Khan, who
were later reinstated following a strike
reported in ‘Freedom’ two weeks ago.

T TR L TR N TR
T he well-paid industrial consultant

for Courtaulds is none other than
Lord George-Brown.

MTTENREE IE ;TR RS ey
At the end of May, the petition, which

had been circulated mainly at Lily Mill,
Shaw, and the Wemmeth Spinning Co.,
was sent to Joe King, General Secretary
of the union dealing with Bamford’s case,
the National Union of Textile and Allied
Workers. King got the S6-name petition
criticising the union’s handling of Bam-
ford’s case on Tuesday, May 25. Later
on in that same week two workers, Bob
Lees and Dave Collingwood, were sacked,
and another lad threatened with the push
for his involvement in the circulation of
the petition.

Bob and Dave of course were sacked

on another pretext, but all these workers
had long been active in their uwnion, and
are at present organising a campaign for
shop stewards in the textile industry.
This shop stewards’ campaign has had a
good response from workers in the Old-
ham and Shaw areas, where some 1,500
leaflets have been distributed, and a
meeting of textile workers is being or-
ganised for July in Oldham.

THE TIP-OFF

How do we know that King gave the

Simply because had the ope and
only copy of the petition, and that our

sources now report that photostat copies
of the petition have been sent to the
Textile Employers Federation. These
have now been circulated as a blacklist
to all the companies concerned, including
Arrow Mill, at Rochdale, where Bam-
ford was sacked.

Our contacts have actoally seen the
photocopies, which is clear evidence that
Joe King has betrayed 56 of his own
members to the mill bosses. This is
typical of the mentality of this deadleg
union leader, who runs our antique
union, and who consults the bosses more
than he does his members.

King always sees it as part of his duty
to inform the employers, even when as
in the case of the petition it is an inter-
nal union matter. And when, as in this
case it leads to victimisation of mem-
bers, well this is all part of the service
King provides for the textile employers.

What is really happening now is that
the militants in the union are fighting to
bring the union under the control of the
members. Local union officials faced
with this threat to their power are com-
bining with the employers to push the
militants outside the industry.

LEGAL AID REFUSED

At Rochdale, where Bamford
charged with a breach of the peace
assault on a police officer, when
police broke up a sit-in strike at
Mill, he has now been refused legal
by the magistrates.

Bamford is pleading not guilty,
his workmates, who have offered to
as witnesses on his behalf, have set up
a defence fund to pay the cost of his
defence and other expenses.

The local libertarians organised a bene-
fit night on June 12, but if people would

like to support the defence fund they
should sent it to:

Brian Bamford Defence Fund,
¢/o 33 Clyde Road,
Manchester 20

and it will be forwarded to the fund
treasurer.
MOHAMMED ALL
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