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THIS WEEK will see the publica-

tion of Harold Wilson’s memoirs.
Last week saw the publication of
Lord Butler’s memoirs entitled 7he
Art of the Possible. He is referring
of course to ‘politics’. It is untrue
that Harold Wilson’s memoirs will
be called the ‘Possibility of Artful-
ness’, but it will be recalled that a
saddened politician said one day,
I've a shrewd suspicion I've been
crawling up the wrong backsides all
these years.” Last week saw two
exhibitions of arsehole crawling un-
paralleled in the history of spele-
ology. Mr. Harold Wilson retreated
from his stand on the Common
Market and Mr. Richard Nixon
(ex Red-baiter alongside McCarthy)
decided to visit ‘Red’ China.

Politics are indeed the art of the
possible. Mr. Wilson saw the possi-
bility of dishing the Conservatives—
and incidentally silencing his party
rivals; and Mr. Nixon saw a way

of masking his lack of victory in
Vietnam. There is no regard by
either politician for principles of
social justice or peace. It is just
convenient and possible to put over
the ideas and gain political advan-
tage.

Harold Wilson was quite solid on
the idea of the Common Market
when he was in power. Has the
Market changed, then, from being
a capitalist-technologist super-power
idea? Not a bit. All that has hap-
pened is that Harold is no longer in
command—not even completely 1n
command of the Labour Party.

Richard Nixon was a devoted
member of the anti-China lobby
both when in and out of office. Has
Mao’s China ceased to be a Com-
munist police-state? Not a bit. All
that has happened is that “Tricky
Dicky’ has found a new trick—and
the elections are looming up.

Lord Butler, too, has this astonish-
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As long as we place power and
these
power-seekers, so long shall we be
victims of their tortuous confidence

ing politician’s capacity for survival.
Unfortunately for him, or fortunately
for us, he lacked the qualities—for
finding the right backside at the
right time?—to make a successful
politician or even a failed statesman.
However, he did participate in the
vulture’s feast at Munich (he still
defends appeasement as the only
thing ‘possible’) and hovered around
to bless Suez.

We cannot blame politicians for
trying to survive and working out
all the possibilities. We can only
blame ourselves for falling for it.
To seek for ideals in politics is like
looking for a black cat (which isn’t
there) in a darkened room.

The only comfort we can extract
from these manoeuvres is that they
do know what we want and do look
from time to time as if they were
satisfying us. ‘Hypocrisy is the trib-
ute that vice pays to virtue,” said
Aldous Huxley.

The Tolpuddle Martyrs

JIX MEN OF DORSEN

VERY YEAR, the National Union
of Agricultural and Allied Workers
hold a demonstration, in the wvillage
of Tolpuddle, to honour the memory
of ‘the six men of Dorset’ or the Tolpuddle
Martyrs as they are generally called.
¥ " »

During the summer of 1833, agricul-
tural labourers’ wages in Tolpuddle had
been reduced to seven shillings a week,
and shortly after the farmers told their
employees that they would have to lower
them to six shillings. The workers were
half-starved. ‘The labouring men,” wrote
George Loveless, their spokesman, in
1837, ‘consulted together what had to be
done, and they knew it was impossible
to live honestly on such scanty means. I
had seen at different times accounts of
Trade Societies; I told them of this, and
they willingly consented to form a
Friendly Society among labourers, having
sufficiently learnt that it would be vain
to seek redress either of employers,
magistrates or parsons. Shortly after,
two delegates from a Trade Society paid

us a visit, formed a Friendly Society
among labourers, and gave us directions
This was about the

how to proceed.’
end of October, 1833. The “Trade Society’
mentioned by Loveless, was

Consolidated Trades Union.

The Tolpuddle workers did not actually

Robert
Owen’s rather ambitious Grand National

become part of the Grand National; they
formed a Lodge of their own Society or
union. John Lock, one of the labourers,
recounts his initiation into the Society
thus: ‘We all went into Thomas Stan-

field’s house into a room upstairs. . . . |
saw James Loveless and George Loveless
go along the passage. One of the men
asked if we were ready. We said, yes.
One of them said, “Then bind your eyes”,
and we took out handkerchiefs and bound
over our eyes. They then led us into an-
other room on the same floor. Someone
then read a paper, but I don’t know what
the meaning of it was. After that we were
asked to kneel down, which we did.
Then there was some more reading. . . .
It seemed to be out of some part of the
Bible. Then we got up and took our
bandages off our eyes. Someone read
again, but I don’t know what it was, and
then we were told to Kkiss the book,
which-looked like a little Bible. . . . They
told us the rules, that we should pay ls.
then, and 1d. a week afterwards, to sup-
port the men when they were standing
out from their work. They said we were
all brothers; that when we were to stop
for wages we should not tell our masters
ourselves, but that our masters would
have a note or letter sent to them.’
Nothing occurred from that time until
February 21, 1834. But Lord Melbourne,
the Home Secretary in the Whig Govemn-
ment, chose to make an example of the
six labourers of Tolpuddle and their
little ‘Society’. Placards were posted up
in the village by the local magistrates,
stating that should any man join a union
he would be punished by transportation
for seven years. And on February 24,
the constable of the parish approached
George Loveless and said: ‘I have a
warrant for you, from the magistrates.’

Loveless and his five companions walked
with the constable seven miles into Dor-
chester, where they were immediately
arrested, and put into prison. All their
clothes were removed, and their heads
shorn. The attorney who was supposed
to defend them, inquired if they would
promise the magistrate that they would
have no more to do with the union, that
they would give him all the information
they had about the union and state who
else belonged to it. They said that they
would rather undergo punishment than
betray their companions.

The six were then sent to the ‘high’
jail. The chaplain visited them. George
Loveless, commenting on his visit, re-
marked: ‘. . . after upbraiding and taunt-
ing us with being discontented and idle,
and wishing to ruin our masters, he
proceeded to tell us that we were better
off than our masters, and that the govern-
ment had made use of every possible
means to make all comfortable.” They
were hastily tried.
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The cruel, ambitious, newly-appointed
Judge, John Williams, ordered them on
March 18, to be tried for mutiny and
conspiracy under an Act passed in 1797
for the suppression of the Nore mutiny
amongst mariners and seamen. But Love-
less and his five companions had not
gone on strike, or even planned or ad-
vocated a strike. In the words of George
Loveless: “The Grand Jury appeared to
ransack heaven and earth to get a clue
gainst us, but in vain. . . . In the end,
they were convicted of administering

‘IF I HAVE NO APPLES’

‘In an effort to keep up the quality
and price of home-grown apples and

to pay a
grant to fruit growers if they get rid of

pears, the Government is

old and uneconomic orchards.’

‘The Government expects about 15,000
acres of orchards to be grubbed up,
with grant payments of about £1,250,000.
Growers will get up to 13p for trees of
one
condition is that the trees should not

three to five inches in diameter . . .

be replaced within five years.

‘British growers are anticipating large
imports of cheap French apples and Italian
pears if Britain joins the EEC. There

has been serious overproduction of apples
and pears within the Six for several
yvears."—Guardian, 16.6.71. :

To the Minister of Agriculture.
Dear Mr. Prior,

I see that you are giving money to
people not growing apples. I didn’t grow
apples last year. I estimate I didn't grow
about 100 trees, the year before that I
didn’t grow 75 trees and when I came
to this area I didn’t plant fifty trees al-
though I always wanted to have an
orchard but in the interests of good
agriculture and sound economics I deli-

berately refrained. Next vyear, after
thinking the matter over I have decided
not to grow 150 apple trees and for a
change, I'll not grow 50 pear trees also.
I calculate that by this I shall save a lot
of work and in the interests of good
agriculture and sound economics I should
get about £26, shall I make a claim for
1968-1969, and 1969-1970, and 1970 to
1971, or is it not retrospective? R2mem-
ber there are trees not growing today
which would have been but for my sound
husbandry and our economic wizardry.

By the way I am estimating the dimen-
sions of the trees; I should look silly
going round measuring them.

P.S. My neighbour has several trees

which I believe grow uneconomic apples.
Would I get a grant if I cut them down?

JACK SPRATT.

confidence in the hands of

tricks.

The Pentagon papers revealed that
war was a carve-up.
That it was bungled, too, is Nixon’s
cue to pull out—not to get involved

the Vietnam
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in messy deals with China, probably

at the expense of Russia. That the
Common Market is a political
gamble of a decayed imperialism
and a desperate capitalism is
reason for so-called ‘Socialists’ to
swivel about on it. They should
have been against it from the start.

JACK ROBINSON.

DLvgE FOR

GOV.
DEMOLITION, |
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Menaced again! This cartoon was first published in ‘Freedom’
regarding Wilson’s ‘In Place of Strife’.

‘unlawful oaths’.

Two days later, they were brought to
the bar of the Court to receive sentence.
The Judge told them that they were to
be sentenced not for anything they had
done, or intended to do, but as an
example to others. He considered it his
duty to sentence all of them to seven
years' transportation to Botany Bay In
Australia.

On April 21, the Grand Consolidated
Trades Union organised a giant demon-
stration of between 50,000 and 100,000
workers in Copenhagen Fields, near
Kings Cross in London. They then pro-
ceeded to Westminster to petition the
King. Agitation on behalf of the Dor-
chester workers was not at first success-
ful. Indeed, the Grand Consolidated
began to break up owing to its inability
to provide adequate support of sections
of its membership who went on strike.
Taking advantage of ‘public’ alarm about
the spread of trade unionism, many
employers attempted—with varying de-
grees of success—to eliminate it among
their own employees. The London build-
ing trades employers, for example, were
able to smash the Builders’ Union. How-
ever, following the agitation for their
release, and a change of Home Secretary
—to Lord John Russell—who was more
dependent on Radical support in the
Commons, the Dorchester six were given
free pardons in 1836. And after a while,
they all made their way home from
Australia.

This year, following Bert Hazel, presi-
dent of the NUAAW, the main speaker
will be that not very apposite martyr
and champion of proletarian emancipa-

tion, the Rt. Hon. Harold Wilson, MP.
But in spite of Mr. Wilson’s appearance
at the demonstration, we should remem-
ber what those humble agricultural
workers of Dorset hoped to achieve,
and what the State did to them. We
should also keep in mind what the
previous (Labour) Government intended
to do, what the present (Tory) Govern-
ment is doing and what all governments,
whatever their so-called labels or names,
would like to do to active, militant,
workers and trade unionists in modern

Nno

Britain.

PETER NEWELL.

PAMPHLET
SUPPLEMENT

Next week’s paper will include =a
Pamphlet Supplement on the Paris Com-
mune. We will be reprinting the speech
made by Louise Michel at her trial to-
gether with a npew translation by
Nicolas Walter of Kropotkin's three
essays which he wrote for ‘Le Révolte’
for the anniversaries of the Paris Com-
mune in March 1880, March 1881 and
March 1882, Nicolas Walter has also
written an article on the Paris Commune
and the Anarchist Movement.

Extra copies of the Pamphlet Supple-
ment can be ordered to be sold on their

own.
Editors.
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