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THE POLITICS OF DESPAIR

IEWERS OF TV recently were

treated—if that is the word—to
a film showing the head-shaving of
French collaboratrice; in the cinema
a remake of Liam O’Flaherty’s The
Informer was filmed in the setting
of US Black Power activities. Even
without these ironic commentaries
it all seems like a bad motion pic-
ture which we have sat through
before but we are powerless to walk
out, to return the ticket.

Those who cannot learn from
history are doomed to repeat it and
Ireland, that country with too much
history, i1s repeating the old mis-
takes and clichés. Collaborators are
punished, prisoners are tortured,
people are accidentally shot by both
sides, ‘the ceremony of innocence is

drowned. The best lack all convic-
tion whilst the worst are full of
passionate intensity’, to quote Yeats,
who for a spell was involved in the
despair of Irish politics.

Political groupings of the Left
have failed to make the Irish events
fit their Marxist or humanist for-
mulas so what is changed is the
formula. Uneasy alliances are made,

popular fronts are founded and
founder. The clichés are trotted
out. ‘Acceptance of guilt in the

necessary murder’ i1s valid. The
deaths of deaf-mutes, of priests, of
women ‘dressed in men’s clothes’

(as if that makes it okay!), of Dutch
sailors visiting a dentist, of Peter
Graham (an IMG organizer), are
explicable in the context of law and

order, the survival of Protestantism,
the survival of Catholicism, the
survival of Northern Ireland, the
survival of the Irish Free State, the
preservation of capitalism, the main-
tenance of imperialism—you take
your choice!

Edward Kennedy in his vote-
coaxing role uttered a cliché highly
acceptable to the Left. ‘Ulster is
Britain’s Vietnam’. This can also be
interpreted as a justification of the
Vietnam war for which the Kennedys
have much responsibility. He might
just as well have said ‘Ulster is
Britain’s Czechoslovakia’ or ‘Ulster
1Is Britain’s Hungary'. Semantically
he could have made just as much
sense by saying ‘Britain is Britain’s

Britain’. The existence of Ulsters is

Prescott and Purdie in Gourt

THE TRIAL HAS at last begun of the

two men accused of being involved
in the bombing of the house of Robert
Carr, Minister of Employment, on
January 12, Jake Prescott was arrested
on January 20, and JIan Purdie was
arrested on March 6, as part of a huge
hunt marked by hundreds of police
raids, searches, seizures, detentions, in-
terrogations, and threats—a hunt which
1s indeed still going on—and they have
spent between ecight and ten months
remanded in custody. Their trial at
the Old Bailey opened on November 10,
and 1s expected to last for a month.
The judge is Melford Stevenson, who
showed at the Cambridge Garden House
trial last year that left-wing political
defendants may expect nothing but unfair
trials and savage sentences from him;
it 1s rather like putting Michael Argyle
in charge of the Oz trial. There have
been a lot of difficulties with defence
lawyers, especially with Prescott’s counsel:
and there has been constant harassment
of the two defendants and of their friends
outside.

At the time of writing, the trial has
repeated the same old rubbish as the
committal proceedings from April 22 to
May 27, with the addition of some new
rubbish following the arrest of six other
people on August 20-22 (incidentally,
these six—who include Stuart Christie
—are still in prison on remand and
have not yet been committed for trial).
In particular the prosecution has drawn
up a remarkable dossier of what is alleged
to be a single campaign including 27
political shootings and bombings of pro-
perty over the period from August 1967
to August 1971, those after November
1970 being claimed by the Angry Brigade.
(It 1s worth noting that a police witness
at the committal hearing mentioned a
total of no less than 106 political
bombings of property between March
1968 and January 1971, and of course
there have been several since August,
without counting those in Northern Ire-
land; it is also worth noting that both
the police and the press tried to suppress
the news of this phenomenon until the
Carr bombing made it impossible to do
so any longer.)

The trouble with this impressive dossier
1s that the prosecution itself has stated
that Prescott and Purdie first met in
Albany Prison last year (it is suggested
that ‘Purdie, already at that time a
believer in the downfall of authority
by violence, corrupted and influenced
Prescott in the same belief’), and that
Purdic was in prison until July 1970
and Prescott until September 1970—so
they could have been involved in the
alleged campaign for at most four or
eight months out of the whole four
years. In fact the prosecution is trying
to pin only four incidents on them: the
other 23 are presumably being brought

in for purposes of mystification and
prejudice. In September the prosecution
attempted to have Prescott and Purdie
tried with the other six next January, but
this was too much for British justice;
however, if enough confusing evidence
1S brought into the present trial the
effect will presumably be much the
same, and if not it won't be through
lack of trying.

It appears so far that no fresh direct evi-
dence 1s actually going to be introduced,
so the evidence against Prescott will still
consist of the unreliable hearsay testi-
mony of one of the two prisoners he
shared a cell with last January (the
other has disappeared), and of the fallible
testimony of a handwriting expert; the
evidence against Purdie will consist of
his friendship with Prescott, and of quo-
tations from his intercepted letters and
overheard conversations. But conspiracy
IS a2 notorious elastic charge, and anything
may happen with a desperate unscru-
pulous prosecution, an orthodox legalistic
defence, a skilful hostile judge, and an
ordinary property-owning jury.

Not to forget the capitalist press,
which has already begun its meal on
the prosecution dossier and some sen-
sational details about the flat of four

of the people arrested several months
after Prescott and Purdie. Thus the
Evening Standard, which led the hunt
for a ‘Scottish anarchist’ in January, ran
a typical front-page headline on Novem-
ber 10: ‘Anarchists behind 27 bomb and
gun outrages’; the Evening News com-
peted with ‘Anarchists’ arsenal’. On
November 11 the daily papers followed
—Daily Mirror: ‘The bomb factory’;
Sun: ‘Bomb factory found’; Daily Mail:
‘Anarchists’ bomb factory’; right up (or
down) to The Times: *Revolutionaries
and anarchists used bombs against poli-
tical enemies, prosecution says’. By
November 15, the evening papers were
calling it ‘the anarchist tnal’.

Of course neither the prosecution nor
the press will say anything about the
political and social background to the
shootings and bombings, or about the
people who are by far the most common
perpetrators of shootings and bombings
—the governments. And what they are
saying now is nothing to what they will
be saying after the trial—or after the
trial of the six next year. Then they

wonder why more and more people
are getting angry!

But by that time we must have our
reply ready.

N.W.

inevitable in the maintenance of
great power

The politicians of all parties have
in this issue become role-playing
pygmies foredoomed to repeat a
pattern of stock responses. Even
the internal struggles in the Labour
Party are reflected in Wilson and
Callaghan making separate visits.
(The Welshman Callaghan’s strong
card in Ireland is his name!)

* * k4 *

T'he conventional extreme - Left
view of Ulster—and the Ulster situ-
ation is extreme—is the romantic-
authoritarian Maoist-Guevarist view
of confrontation and polarization.
The British troops are looked on as
an imperialist army persecuting the
peasants (Ulster is Britain's Viet-
nam). That a considerable propor-
tion of the ‘peasants’ support their
supposed ‘persecutors’ is ignored as
it was—to his cost—by Che Gue-
vara. That the British troops were
welcomed (originally), indeed asked
for, by the Catholics, and are now
egged on by the Protestants, nullifies
the requisite guerilla situation that
the ‘native population must be won
over. This ‘confrontation’ between
the hit-and-run gunmen with their
casual slaughters and the random
bombing of significant and insignifi-
cant targets 1s presumably to go on
until the Protestants (who are
scarcely touched) and/or the British
Army say ‘uncle’ or Fidel Lynch
comes down from the Mountains of
Mourne and joins up with the group
who have just bombed the Bally
Jamesduff sub-post office and all is
ready for the March into Belfast.
~ Meanwhile Ulster bleeds. It is no
concern of these shamrock Guevaras
for this too is part of the grand
strategy of ‘polarization’ or of
‘sharpening the class conflict’. By
some vague process of the dialectic
things must get worse before they
get better and the more people are
killed (accidentally or deliberately)
the more it strips naked the evil face
of British imperialism / Protestant
sectarianism (strike out the words
inapplicable). If the whole confiict
escalates into a full scale civil war

Rhodesi
Here we

VERYONE GETS DOWN all the

clichés on Rhodesia and dusts them
off as Sir Alec Douglas-Home flies to
talk with the Rhodesian whites’ leader
Ian Smith about achieving a settlement
which will leave neither with an im-
possible position to maintain with their
own supporters.

The Left-wing talks of betrayal as if
that hadn’t been committed many years
ago by their own Labour Party, the
Right talks of achieving an honourable
settlement which will mean the end of
sanctions on the Smith regime by Britain.
The Commonwealth is ‘on the verge of
breaking up’, the sanctions are ‘begin-
ning to bite’, should be ‘tightened up’,
etc,, etc. Above all are the five prin-
ciples, ‘the most important of which is
unimpeded progress to majority rule’,
which have to be maintained at al! costs.

There is much to be said for the
argument that Sir Alec is. flying to
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Rhodesia in order to avert a Right-wing

revolt over voting for a continuation of
sanctions on the Smith regime, it isn't
very likely that an agreement will be
made to settle the UDI issue but it isn't
impossible.

Miss Judith Todd, daughter of the
former Rhodesian Prime Minister Gar-
field Todd, who is in England giving
the views of the African nationalist
leaders, as she interprets them, makes the
valid point that no one seems to be con-
sulting the African leaders in Rhodesia
which augurs badly for a settlement
which will satisfy the Afro-Asian world.

The white/black issue in Rhodesia is
a lesser form of the pathology of South
Africa and Smith has to thank the South
African Government for maintaining his
position. It is unlikely that any agree-
ment affecting the true power balance in
Southern Africa will be agreed to.

African freedom fighters from Zambia

have singularly failed to make anything
approaching the impact of their brothers
in the Portuguese territories of Angola
and Mozambique. In fact one senses that
South African and Rhodesian whites
have seldom felt so secure In power as
they are now. Expansion of South Afri-
can influence into Black Africa must by
any standards, be regarded as a major
diplomatic feat and it is only in the
nageging area of international sport that
the white supremacists are not winning
the struggle.

For the anarchist the Rhodesian talks
amount to a rather boring power game that
plays around with a tragic problem-that
cannot be easily solved by the usual politi-
cal formulae of the word-twisters. We must
point to the underlying economic in-
terests the capitalist world has in their
trade with white Southern Africa whilst
not being fooled by the African
nationalists who are often as separated
from their people as were the white
colour they have replaced.

Whether a settlement is achieved with
Smith or not, we may be sure that the
underlying strategy of capitalism will be
of paramount importance to all the par-
ticipants in the talks. One only wishes
that more people realised the economic
involvement the British ruling class has
with white supremacy in Africa. The
knot they have to untie in Rhodesia in-
volves not allowing the truth to be known
whilst protecting that same truth from
any dangers. FRANCIS DRAKE.

or a war of the North versus the
South, this will illustrate the conflict
much better. This pipe-dream of a

New Vietnam in the bogs of Ireland
or a Bay of Pigs in the Irish Sea

IS pure romanticism of political
despair. The hard-line realists of
the Provisional TRA go on with

their terrorism, they are ‘liberating’
Northern Ireland for their own
Catholic puritanism and any left-
wing d«)-g()«)dcr who thinks of dny-

thing different will receive short
shrift.

I'he theory of increasing misery pays
no heed to human welfare—human

suffering i1s useful for propaganda if it's
on the right side and for terrorizing if
it's on the other. Any socially construc-
tive schemes of bridging the gap between
Catholic and Protestant workers are
hindering the advancing of the phantom
revolution. This is why fraternising be-

tween Catholic ;:irl\ and soldiers (Pro-
testant or Catholic) i1s discouraged. But
not marriage. Cases of tarring and

feathering for ‘anti-social’ behaviour
(e.2. homosexuality) have been known
and the Catholic church, of which the
IRA are at least ‘fellow-travellers’. is not
well known for liberal views.

In 1ts long and chequered history the
IRA has not been over-scrupulous in its
association. The maxim ‘England’s diffi-
culty 1s Ireland’s opportunity’ justified
Michael Davitt's espousal of the Boers,
Casement’s overtures to the Kaiser, and
Frank Ryan's trip to the Third Reich.

The most bitter fighting in the history
of Ireland was fought after the Easter
Rising when who was to have the newly-
granted power was fought out between

de Valera’s bovs and Michael Collins’
boys with the British Black and Tans
Intervening.

In fact Ulster itself was ‘revolutionary’
iIn origin. Because a small group of
Ulster ‘unionists” thought that the deci-
sion to grant Home Rule in 1913 was
wrong and were prepared to back it up

Continued on page 2

The IRA and

Private
Property

TORMONT'S REACTION to the civil

disobedience campaign has been to
pass legislation making it possible for
the State to deduct rent and rates from
unemployment pay and social security
benefits—thus reducing many people to
even worse poverty than they normally
suffer. If they steal food and clothes it
would be a natural reaction and one
which a revolutionary organisation would
applaud and encourage.

Two young lads from Bogside, aged
16 and 20, did steal some clothes from a
big store in Derry. The IRA put them
on trial and sentenced the older one to
be tarred and feathered. The sentence
was carried out in the middle of the
night.

This tells us a lot about the IRA. It
1s not out to abolish private property
and will defend that institution of capi-
talism as ruthlessly as the RUC—its
‘main enemy’. All of which means that
any united Ireland which the IRA hopes
to create will be Catholic and capitalist
—just like it is in the South. The IRA
are nationalists and make no class
appeal. A Belfast Protestant worker
might well feel sympathy for a Catholic
worker who he'n~? himself to the goods
in a big capitalist store. He can have no
sympathy at all for the nationalist IRA.

RE.
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