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THE COMPTON REPORT

HALF TRUTHS—BUT NO LIES?

ONS OF INK and a few tears

have been shed about the Comp-
ton Report. The prize for crass
smugness must go to The Economist
whose first sentence of its leading
article reads, ‘Only a liberal and
civilized country like Britain would
encourage the kind of inquiry con-
ducted by Sir Edmund Compton'.
We might echo ‘no liberal and
civilized country would need to have
such an inquiry’. Or had such
camps, such detainees, or such con-
ditions of interrogation. But fear
not, Sir Edmund Compton did his
duty as an English chartered
accountant would; he kept to the
letter of his inquiry; interviewed one
ex-detainee (who, it is stated, was
a member of the Ulster Defence
Regiment) and found the verdict 1n
general. ‘Complainants may have
suffered hardship but we made no
findings of deliberate ill-treatment
or brutality’ which Compton defined
as ‘inhuman or savage form of
cruelty—coupled with indifference to
or pleasure in victim’s pain’

Such was the success of the
Compton Committee that Mr.
Maudling decided to set up another
committee of three, this time to In-
vestigate procedures authorized for
investigation of suspects. Thus we
proliferate the democratic sem-
blances even in our most totalitarian
moments. Among the vices of the
English 1s the forming of com-
mittees, this is an effective block on
the necessity for doing anything.

The Compton Report has the
knack of reporting damning truths
and proceeds to make lies of them.
For example: ‘The refusal of com-
plainants to appear before us and
give us their evidence has limited to
some extent our ability to reach con-
clusions about the validity of their

HE GOVERNMENT has gained the

second reading of its Housing Finance
Bill in the House of Commons by a
majority of 27 votes. Even with the
debating of amendments, this Bill will
be on the Statute Book in April next
year at the latest.

The central part of the Bill concerns
what the Government calls ‘fair rents’.
but in fact these will mean higher rents
for council, trust and private tenants.
Rents will be assessed on size, quality,
location, state of repair and incomes.
Increases averaging 50p per week to
reach a ‘fair rent level’ will be made
each year, commencing next year in the
public sector and 1973 in the private.
The maximum will be 75p per week for
cach year for any one dwelling.

Tenants, in effect, are going to be sub-
jected to yearly rent increases of an in-
flationary nature while the Government
attacks demands for such increases from
other quarters. These assessments will
be made every three years so that tenants
will be continually scrutinised as to the
value of the dwellings and the rent they
can aflord.

MEANS TEST

The Government proposes to transfer
subsidies from ‘bricks and mortar’ to
‘people’. To do this the Tories are to
bring back the hated means test. used in
the 1930’s. This degrading and un-
dignified practice will be used to assess
the amount of rent rebate a family will
receive on its ‘fair rent’. In the case of
the private tenant, a cash subsidy will
be paid to him by the local authority.
The amounts of rebates or direct sub-
sidies will be arrived at on a national
basis and local authority officials will
assess on these guidelines, taking the

allegations. The limitations we have
experienced i1s that the absence of
the complainants as witnesses has
left us with an unbalanced body of
evidence.” Nevertheless our char-
tered accountant proceeds to balance
the books despite any debit side for
the Army and the police and accepts
the far-fetched explanations given
by official witnesses. On one point
occurs the amazing statement on
Lavatory facilities, *“We draw atten-
tion to the evidence that these faci-
lities were not denied and that Mr.
McClean wetted his overalls, his
mattress and his cell by his own
choice.’

The Compton Committee passes
over in alarming unconcern the In-
cidence of noise, hooding and of
forced leaning up against the wall.
considering them as ‘ill-treatment’
but not ‘brutality’. Humpty Dumpty
in Alice in Wonderland said, *“Words
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HE COMPTON REPORT into the

allegations of brutality by the troops
stationed in Northern Ireland is surely
not intended to be taken very seriously
by anybody. It is an exercise of a purely
mechanical nature, indulged in for the
look of the thing. The report reproduces
a note from the government on the
rules governing so-called ‘interrogation’.
These rules which date back to 1965
(not as one might have expected 1665 or
1465, but in our own century!), allow
the use of hoods over the heads of
detainees, continuous noise, standing
against a wall for prolonged periods and
a bread and water diet. These are
methods of torture of a simple kind, and

household’s highest income as the basis
even though this may be the son who
has managed to obtain a better paid job
than his father. In some cases rent re-
bates could be cancelled out if a family
Increases its earnings and so any increase
in the weekly wage could automatically
be cancelled out by the loss of the rebate.

It. has been proved that many poor
families who are entitled to State benefits
do not claim them through pride, ignor-
ance or the inability to find out to what
exactly they are entitled. The means test
will further increase this section of the
population. Tenants who face this de-
grading prying by local town hall bureau-
crats will have to do so every six months
in order to assess any change iIn
circumstances.

The scheme will bring about a huge
increase in paperwork and the number
of civil servants to deal with it. This
and all the other overall benefits that the
Tories are now supplying to the needy
are increasing the size of our bureau-
cratic state. Each free school meal, free
bottle of milk, exemption frcm the
Health Service charges has to have its
applicable document, all taking time,
energy and manpower. We are fast
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mean what I want them to mean—
no more and no less.” Compton’s
language 1s that of Humpty Dumpty.

As to the incident with the heli-
copter, the Committee accepts the
incredible explanation given by the
Army and the RUC that it was a
blind to baffle the IRA who were
crouched ready for a jail-break.
That a further psychological torture-
trick was being used of threatening
to throw suspects out of an appar-
ently moving helicopter.

In fact the whole of the proce-
dures adopted were psychological
brutality. There was no evidence
given (or accepted) of physical
brutality. (If one wants evidence of
this the ILP has done an excellent
pamphlet, Belfast, August 1971: a
case to be answered. 30p.)

The procedures against detainees
were simple brainwashing as prac-
tised in Russia and China. Physical

why shouldn’t one call a thing by its
proper name? The very expression ‘in-
terrogation’ is a euphemism. Torture is
what it 1s, no more, no less.

The committee certainly knows about
torture. Its victim is the English language
itself. “Where we have concluded that
physical ill-treatment took place, we are
not making a finding of brutality. We
consider that brutality is an inhuman
or savage form of cruelty, and that
cruelty implies a disposition to inflict
suffering, coupled with indifference to,
or pleasure in, the victim'’s pain. We
do not think that happened here.’

‘Ill-treatment’ and ‘brutality’ of course
mean the same thing, but ‘brutality’

becoming a nation of form-fillers and
form-filers. An awareness of this saved
us from a scheme to relate prescription
charges to actual costs for Sir Keith
Joseph admitted that it was administra-
tively impossible.

THREE-PRONGED ATTACK

The Government wants to bring the
capitalist market-place into the realms
of council housing and to stamp out,
once and for all, any principle of hous-
ing as a social right for market values
will be the yardstick. As was the case
with the Immigration Bill and the Indus-
trial Relations Bill. the ‘Fair Rents” Bill
iIs a piece of class legislation and should
be seen, together with these other two
Bills as a three-pronged attack on the
working class. With annually rising
rents, workers will be demanding higher
wages and the Industrial Relations Bill
Is there to blunt any industrial attack to
win such awards. It will bring about a
further centralisation of power, taking it
away from the local authorities, with
accountability at borough level, and
placing it in Whitehall.

With a similar attitude to tha't of the
boroughs who are defying the Govern-

torture has limitations, as ‘Mad
Mitch® testifies (and he should
know!) and even Constantine Fitz-
Gibbon (in the Specrator) deplores
the physical torture even on grounds
of usefulness.

The essence of brainwashing is to
isolate the victim, which was done
by blotting out sight and sound. He
IS made to feel physically uncom-
fortable by leaning with his arms
against the wall, deprived of sleep
and toilet facilities and his food is
cut to the minimum. In such a state
he 1s isolated and humilrated and
ready to accept any suggestion and
ultimately by clever questioning to
answer any questions. (See Darkness
at Noon, elcetera.)

The conditioning of prisoners (or
detainees) in this manner is on the
lines suggested by Pavlov, the Soviet
physiologist.

It 1s manifestly insufficient for the

sounds worse because it calls up to the
mind’s eye the picture of a hulking
apeman beating a defenceless victim with
a club, whereas ‘ill-treatment’ is a neutral
expression.

One would expect that in a civilised
community of today torture would be
unthinkable. If it was practised it would

Compton Report to state there was

no brutality, only ill-treatment.
There was psychical brutality as
proved by the evidence. Physical

brutality and torture may conceiv-
ably be less harmful to the in-
dividual than ‘brainwashing’. The
body may resist physical torture—
even to the point of death. There
are individuals (I am not one) who
would resist all physical torture.
But the insidious invasion of the
mind by such highly-refined and
scientific methods is far more damn-
ing. One i1s thereby confused and
induced to betray. The knowledge
that one has betrayed one’s friends
by such methods will leave deeper
scars than any Compton Conmmittee
Oor a succeeding committee on pro-
cedure for investigating suspects can
probe—or heal
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Greece or South Africa, speaking out.
‘Apart from the moral issue of whether
methods involving ill-treatment and bru-
tality can ever be justified, there is the
political i1ssue of whether their use, even
if morally justified, may not be counter-
productive. The Observer shares Mr.

Callaghan’s view that on the moral issue

be by psychopathic individuals existing
omr the margin of society. If the govern-
ment openly advocated the use of torture
one would expect civilised and humane
men, whatever their beliefs in other
respects, to rally round and condemn the
government in no uncertain voice.

Well, here is the voice of The Observer,
which never fails to condemn torture in
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ment on school milk, including those in
Scotland who are facing prosecution, St.
Mary Cray, a small local authority, has
already pledged that it will not support

the ‘fair rents’ swindle. This is a step
in the right direction, but the main
struggle will have to come from the

tenants themselves. This point was made
at the recent meeting of the Association
of London Housing Estates at Conway
Hall in London. They have realised that
this Bill can not be defeated in Parlia-
ment, but by organising in their tenants’
associations.

The Bill is a vicious attack on working-
class families and their living standards.
In three to four vyears’ time it will be
bringing in an additional £500m. a vyear
from the working class and this, no
doubt, will be paid away in further sub-
sidies to owner-occupiers, tax induce-
ments for investors and further tax relief
for the rich. Council housing will make
huge profits for the benefit of the
financiers and monevlenders from whom
the local authorities borrow money at
such high rates of interest. It is interest-
ing to note that one of the sources of
loans to some local authorities is the
Greater London Council.

The Labour Party has said it will
‘unhesitatingly’ repeal the central provi-
sions for the extensions of ‘fair rents’,
but in the meantime the tenants them-
selves will have to fight the increases.
Relying on politicians, both at local and
national level, is a futile waste of time.
Constitutional methods will not stop the
Tories. Direct action, in the form of
refusal to pay increases, is the only way.

o 1

vield upon the matter of
ill-treatment as a means of
Continued on page 2

GZECH FLAME
FLIGKERING

Y THE TIME that vyou

there will probably have
election 1In Czechoslovakia and we do
not need a crystal ball to predict the
outcome. In Czechoslovakia there is not
even the choice of dictators which we
have in the ‘democracies’ of the West.
Each constituency has only one candidate
whose every word is perfectly in accord
with the Communist Party line.

Despite this the bureaucrats have not
dared until now to call the election due
in 1969 because of the ‘uncertain’ poli-
tical chimate. Considering the growth
of working-class opposition to the dic-
tates of the CP in Eastern Europe—
particularly the food riots in Poland—
this is not surprising! Gustav Husak. the
CP leader, obviously wishes to use the
clection result to symbolize his absolute
victory over the Dubcek line. To make
sure, a reported 160,000 CP functionaries
have been operating throughout the
country wvisiting houses and ‘inviting
citizens to vote for Socialism, for our
even better future’.

However, all the purges, imprisonments
and political murders have not been able
to extinguish entirely the flame of free-
dom. The desire of men and women to
control their own lives and live free from
the dictates of the State lives on. Under-
ground groups in Czechoslovakia are
reported to have circulated leaflets calling
for a boycott of the elections or the
spoiling of ballot papers. This may not
seem much of a gesture to us, but in the
context of Czechoslovakia it is a
courageous and revolutionary act.

East and West the struggle is the
same: against the State whether it calls
itself ‘democratic’ or ‘socialist’, and for
control of our own lives and environment.

TERRY PHILLIPS.
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