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The Miners® Strike

Government Bows In Mllmmc

HEN SLAVES are in revolt it 1s

no use threatening them with an
end to their slavery. When a miner
becomes sick to death of toiling
away underground while the rest of
society enjoys the fruits of his
labour he is not much worried when
the Coal Board tells him that the
strike might cause pit closures and
loss of jobs. He is merely being
threatened with never again having
to go down the pit. This was well
put by a striker in an interview on
television last week.

WILSON OUT!

JOINED THE MARCH of the miners

(10,000 strong) when it reached Fleet
Street. At the same time the rain
started, and all the way to Westminster
the heavens opened on us. It was a
different march from the ones we are
accustomed to seeing in London, com-
posed almost entirely of the miners
themselves and their wives. Just before
we reached Westminster Bridge I dropped
out and stood holding my poster up
while the marchers went by. As I had
been near the front and the march was
a long one, this took about half-an-hour.

I had made my own poster which
read ‘Send Heath and Wilson down
the Pit’. Not a deep thought perhaps but
an accurate reflection of how I felt. The
response was astonishing. To someone
who has been in the political wilderness
for years, it was a strange experience
to have thousands of people streaming
past me shouting approval of what 1
was saying. Yet that is what happened.
Among the loudest applauders were many
middle-aged miners and their wives,
particularly the Welsh. Innumerable
‘Hear-hear’s’ (which in a Welsh accent
comes out as ‘Yer-yer’) ‘That’s a good
one missis—I agree with you—put them
down the pit and fill it in’ were some
of the remarks that floated back to me
as they passed by with friendly waves
and cheers. Silence fell only when the
Communist Party went by. Which
figures!

[ think what touched the spot with
the marchers was the idea of two fat.
soft-skinned politicians bcmg pitched into
the hellish toil the miners do—and
secondly the fact that Wilson was in-
cluded. Apart from the usual mechanical
chant of ‘Heath Out’ which we hear ad
nauseam at every demonstration. the
march had been devoid of any political
ideas—and my little poster seemed to
act like a shot in the arm.

This was only a small incident. but
the reason T tell the story is that 1T
think it has a lesson for anarchists.
Nobody but an anarchist attacks ALL
politicians, The Communist Party and
all the ‘revolutionary’ groups have tactics
to consider. Any Labour politician has
only to put on a left wing mask for
five minutes to have them fawning round
him. And that includes Wilson.

What happens at grass roots level is
very different. The antics of these
politicians have a direct bearing on
the worker’s daily bread, and so they
watch and learn even if by-and-large
they are uninvolved in politics apart
from voting Labour at elections.

We are used to saying that the Labour

Party is finished as a force but do
we really know how finished it is—
and what follows from that? If the

roars of the miners meant anything on
that march, the process of disillusionment
has gone deeper than we know. This
leaves a vacuum which the Communist
Party, International Socialism and the
Socialist Labour League are only too
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Faced with the question wasn’t
the strike likely to harm him by pit
closures and loss of jobs he replied:
'l don’t care if I never go down a
pit again. For the past five weeks
[ have breathed fresh air and it’s
good. Why shouldn’t I live my life
above ground like everyone else?’
The interviewer was stumped and
all Coal Board propaganda fell flat
on its face.

Like the great majority of us,
miners are slaves, wage slaves com-
pelled to hire themselves out each

day to the rich minority who own
all the land, the tools and the fac-
tories with which wealth is pro-

duced. We are allowed to form trade
unions and even to strike to get
better wages and conditions and to
make our slavery less intolerable—
but never must we contemplate re-
fusiffg to maintain the rich by our
labours. Against that event the State,
which exists to protect the property
of the rich and the privileged, will
use all its powers of deception to
keep us divided and confused and,
if needs be, will use force and
violence to.drive us back to work
and to our accustomed slavery. By
hook or by crook, by lies or by
force, they must keep us all at it—
daily going to the economic slave
market so that the rich and power-
ful may continue to enjoy their
wealth, power and privilege.

GOVERNMENT SETBACK

Most of us are a long way from
realising this. After all, the whole
purpose of the education we receive,
backed up by all the media and by
the Church, is to teach us that the
present state of things has been or-
dained by God or by some god-like
laws of economics from which there
IS no escape. But the miners came
very near to realising their true posi-
tion in society durmﬂ the course of
this strike. They have for donkey’s
years been aware of the injustice
which compels them to spend so
many hours of their lives shut off
from fresh air and sunlight and
now, through the black-outs dnd the
shut-down in mdustry they became
aware of their importance to society.
These two things combined gave to

TERROR |

O DOURBT it is a reasonable reflection

on the well publicised plights of the
former Rhodesian Prime Minister, Gar-
field Todd, and his daughter Judy, that
the press of the world gives scant in-
terest as regards the suffering of internees
in Ulster and black Africans who have
been, and are, interned in Zimbabwe.
It 1s also fair comment that the further
away the injustice the more concern
shown by our liberal community. Whilst
D notices fly around about harassment
of Stuart Christie and others, every de-
tail of Garfield Todd's treatment is
reported.

These reflections should not, however.
let us forget or ignore the unjustified
punishments the Todds have suffered.
They have been locked up, as Josiah and
Ruth Chinamano have been, for the
‘crime’ of disagreeing with Ian Smith
about the desirability of tmplementmg
the Home/Smith settlement proposals in

Part of the March in support of the miners passing through London’s

Fleet Street on Tuesday,

their struggle a determination never
before seen in Britain.

The Government was faced with
absolute solidarity and had to choose
either to drive the miners back to
work or bribe them back to work.
For the time being they have chosen
to use bribes—although all the plans
for the use of force are in readiness
if the strike goes on. But right now,
with the bulk of the workers in
sympathy with the miners, the use
of force to disperse the pickets, the
use of troops to unload coal and
transport it to the power stations,
would soon create something very
like an insurrectionary situation.

So, after consulting the TUC's Mr.

February 15,

Feather who was as anxious as them
to ‘get it settled’ and get the miners
back to work, the Government
hastily set up a Court of Inquiry
which, within five days, announced
an increase in the original wage offer
of less than £2. Coal-face workers
are now offered an increase of £4.50,
surface workers an extra £5, and
non-coal-face workers underground
an extra £6. In addition, they have
conceded the adult rate at 18, im-
proved bonus payments, and an
extra five days’ annual paid holidays.

DIRECT ACTION PAYS

Even with the latest increases the
wage of a surface worker is still

Rhodesia.

Smith thinks his settlement will pre-
serve what he calls Western civilisation.
Some 1dea of what he means can be de-
duced from a comment he made on the
David Frost programme recently in con-
nection with the hunger strike Judy Todd
was pledged to as a protest against her
internment. Smith said: ‘If Miss Todd
does not wish to eat the food given to
her, this doesn’'t worry me a great deal,
vou know.” In other words, she could
dic from hunger whilst incarcerated
rather than be released—detained, we
should not forget without charge or trial.

FORCED FEEDING

Smith’s security forces haven't seen
things quite Smithy's way. According to
Peter Nieswand writing in the Guardian
frem Salisbury (15.2.72): ‘Officials came
to her (Judy's) cell at Chikurubi Prison
here and held her down while a nurse

RHODESIA . .

pushed a tube down her throat. She
vomited it up on eight or ten occasions.
Finally, exhausted and shaking, she gave
in.’

Thus ended a demonstration of defiance
by a young woman whose courage is a
most eloquent portrayal of the case for
Women’s Liberation. The State has to
defend itself against Judy Todd—Western
civilisation 1s defended as she vomits and
gives in. A system of social oppression
called apartheid tortures those whose
‘crime’ is a humanity that cannot allow
them to remain apart from their fellow-
men. The living embodiment of racial
tolerance, the defiance of a young woman
1s just too much for the irrational illogic
of racial separation.

It should not escape anvone's notice
that women, nowadays, are providing
Authority with a whole lot of trouble.
Bernadette Devlin emulated the patron
saint of the Angry Brigade, Guy Fawkes,

only £23 a week and a n Cee
worker underground is .»nl; f,lS.
This kind of money can be easily
earned by typists working for 35
hours a week in a pleasant well-
lighted City office—not to mention
the bonanzas that are taken home
by managers, directors, and the
general body of layabouts who AT
British mdu\lr_x .\hnyr. know this
very well and, despite the recom-
mendation for acceptance by the
Executive, they might still reject it

and good luck to them. But
whichever way it goes it is clear that

the miners have already beaten the
Government and undermined its
authority. They have shown that
the almighty State can be reduced
to a jelly by determined direct
action. A point that Lawrence Daly,
the Miners’ Secretary, made when
he stated that ‘the miners have
gained more in the last 24 hours
than in the last 24 years’. In other
words, 24 vyears of ‘responsible’
negotiations by a Union machine

equipped with all the apparatus of
full-time officials failed to achieve
what the miners themselves achieved
after five weeks determined strike
action. This is something that is
obvious to every working man in the
uvuntr}'.
WHAT IS A SPECIAL CASE
The Government will try to say
that the miners are a ‘special case’
but everyone knows that the only
thing special about miners is their

determination to see a struggle
through to the end. True, they
occupy a key position in the
economy—but so do all sorts of
other workers, In transport, iIn
power, in the communications in-
dustry, and many others. In fact

the system has become so reliant on
the division of labour (which is very
profitable) that there is hardly any
section of workers—except perhaps
those in the luxury and entertain-

ment industries—that cannot by
direct action gum up the whole

works. We shall all be special cases
when we all despise our slavery and
act like the miners.

The miners’ leaders didn’t approve
Coatinued on page 4

by entering the House of Commons with
honest intentions and another female
hand delivered ink onto the Prime
Minister’s suit.

COURAGE OF WOMEN

Direct action, whether it is throwing
ink, scratching Maudling or offering
one’s life up to social injustice, is the
message of anarchy to our age—delivered
by the example of courageous women
who have shown what a powerful weapon
it 1s.

Meanwhile, in Rhodesia, the Pearce
Commission struggle on to its inescap-
able conclusion that a majority . of
Rhodesians reject the Home/Smith settle-
ment terms. It remains to be seen what
the British Government will do with the
message—they have shown they can be
deaf, dumb and blind so one should not
expect very much. The solution to the
Rhodesian problem lies in the townships
and lands of Zimbabwe—but whether
the African people will present the solu-
tion depends on a number of factors.

FRANCIS DRAKE.

4












	DSC_2820 - Copy
	DSC_2820
	DSC_2821 - Copy
	DSC_2821



