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HE DECISION of the National

Industrial Relations Court to
impose a £5,000 fine on the Trans-

port and General Workers’ Union
will really bring home to trade

unionists what the Industrial Rela-
tions Act 1s all about. For the first
time under this Act a union has been
fined. The order to pay has been
suspended for 14 days to enable the
union to give an explanation to the
court. The court also made an
order for the issue of a writ of
seizure of the union’s assets within
3 weeks following this period. This

writ will be carried out if the union
refused to pay the fine or appear
before the court.

The court’s decisions follow an
application by Heaton’s Transport
of St. Helens, Lancs., who alleged
that they were being ‘blacked’ by
dockers who had refused to unload
their lorries. An interim order was
issued to end the ‘blacking’. Heaton’s
still maintained that the ‘blacking’
was continuing despite the order and
gave notice of contempt proceedings

Soon after the ‘blacking’ was
called off and Heaton’s were satisfied

Wasted Milifancy

T IS A SAD SIGHT indeed to see a

divided working class enthusiastically
championing the cause of its own ex-
ploitation and manipulation. In N. Ire-
land we see the strike weapon which
has a noble history in advancing the
cause of social justice now used to
support the aims of William Craig’s
Vanguard movement which hopes to
exploit the fears of Protestant workers
in order to ride to power. In Craig’s
own words his intention is to ‘fight to get
our Government back with greater
powers than ever before’. From a man
whose bigotry and unashamedly dicta-
torial methods were too much even for
the sectarian Unionist Government, this
can have only one ominous meaning
and it has nothing to do with advancing
the cause of workers whether they are
Protestant, Catholic, atheist or anything
else.

The Protestant workers see direct rule
from Westminster as a possible first step
towards a deal whereby they will event-
ually come under the jurisdiction of

Scab Union
recognised—
by Tories

HE TELECOMMUNICATIONS Staff

Association (formerly the National
Guild of Telephonists) is claiming recog-
nition under the Government's Industrial
Relations Act,

The TSA is not recognised as a Union
by the Post Office Corporation: it is not
affiliated to the TUC; it recruits mainly
male (night) telephonists; it opposed the
Union of Post Office Workers’ strike last
vear, and instructed its members to cross
the picket lines; and during its 44 years
of existence, it has never organised a
strike for higher wages or better con-
ditions for male or female telephonists.

But it is worrying the now much-
weakened UPW. Despite its mere 10.000
membership (as against the UPW's
200,000), it has recently been engaged in
discussions with officials of the Tory
Party Central Office in an effort to claim
recognition from the National Industrial
Relations Court—which most Unions, at
least for the moment, refuse to recognise.

Tom Jackson, UPW general secretary,
and the motley crowd of Tribuneites
and Stalinists who run the UPW, are
now prepared to follow the TSA to the
Court, despite TUC opposition. Members
of the UPW should oppose the moves of
their executive; they should support and
build up the ‘unofficial’ libertarian Postal
Workers' Alliance, and they should do
everything in their power to smash the
scab, secessionist, Telecommunications
Staff Association. Postal Workers must
oppose the Tory Government's Industrial
Relations Act. Defy the State!

RANK-AND-FILE TRADE UNIONIST.

the Dublin Government. Their distaste
for such a prospect 1s natural and
jus&iﬁa'blc. The Dublin regime reflects
the authoritarianism and prejudices of
the Catholic Church with its banning
of books, blatant indoctrination in
schools, opposition to contraception, etc.
However, the bigotry of Protestantism
IS no answer to this. There are signs
that the Catholic community is sickened
hy o the indiscrimin: slanghter and
maiming of innocent men, women and
children that has been perpetrated in
its name. Catholic workers must have
the courage to speak out against the

insane murderers of the IRA., and
Protestant workers must speak out
against the bigots who scream for
revenge.

Whether they are part of Britain, the
Irish Republic or an independent N.
Ireland state, all workers face the same
struggle against the capitalists who would
grow rich on their labours and the
politicians who would ride to power
on their backs. For those of all religions
and none there is only one sane, worth-
while struggle and that is the struggle to
create a free society without ‘us’ and
‘them’, without exploiters and exploited,
without oppressors and oppressed.
Neither Craig nor the IRA can or will
solve the problems of workers in N.
[reland. Both are crazed by the desire
for power. The only solution is for
all workers to stop thinking of them-
selves as Catholics and Protestants, and
to realize that they have a common
cause against those who would keep
them divided in order to keep them
enslaved. For keeping the working class
divided the bombers and bigots deserve
a medal from the rich and powerful
They know only too well that a united
working class determined to be free
would kick them into the dung-cart of

history.
Strike? Yes, but not to choose your
masters. Instead get them all off your

backs for good and build a new society
on the anarchist principles of voluntary
co-operation and mutual aid.

TERRY PHILLIPS.

Valpreda’s
Trial

HE RADIO REPORT from the BBC

Italian correspondent on the An-
archist trial, which was broadcast on
March 4 (as reported in FREEDOM on
March 11), was published in the Listener
on March 9. A long letter in reply
from Nicolas Walter was printed in the
Listener on March 23, correcting some
of the errors in the report, stressing the
specifically Anarchist aspects of the case,
recommending the Libertaria pamphlet
Italian State Massacre, and concluding:
‘Above all, do not imagine that it is
only Anarchists who are threatened, or
only in Italy.’

but by that time it was too late and
the contempt proceedings had to
continue.

In accordance with the TUC's
non-co-operation policy, the union
did not attend the contempt hearing
and were fined. Sir John Donaldson,
president of the NIRC, said, ‘The
Industrial Court, like any other,
existed not just to preserve a par-
ticular law but the whole system of
law. Failure to comply with an order
of any court demonstrated a con-
tempt of all law and for freedom
under the law.’

T'he court has made no decision
under the Industrial Relations Act
whether the ‘blacking” was an ‘un-
fair industrial practice’ under. the
Act, and no date has, as yet, been
fixed for this hearing. The T&GWU
15 threatened with the full weight of
the law simply because of its non-
co-operation with the court. For this
it 1s held in contempt. Failure to
comply means that the whole of the
union’s funds will be taken over by
Commissioners who will pay the
£5,000 fine and return the rest of
the assets to the union.

This case, like that of Ideal Case-
ments, shows what a monster the
law is. Heaton’s tried to extricate
themselves when they had nothing
to gain from contempt proceedings.
But the president of the NIRC said
that once these proceedings had been
started the parties concerned could

CONTEMPT FOR ThE LAW

not settle the matter out of court
Similar cases of ‘blacking” have
been brought before the court before
the new Act came into force
T&GWU complied with these court
orders. But now that ‘blackings’ are
covered by the new Act the attitude
to the law has changed and whereas
the union would attend a high court
they do not recognise the NIRC

DEMARCATION DISPUTE

The dispute is basically one of
demarcation. Dockers are demand-
ing that they load and unload con-
tainer lorries. The lorry drivers are
members of the same union. As a
case, 1t 1s not a particularly inspiring
example of the class struggle. How-
ever, the important thing is to
oppose the new Act and not co-
operate with its courts. By demon-
strating contempt, the T&GWU has
in fact challenged the law itself and
not just the Act. It is important that
this challenge is maintained and that
they continue to defy the law. For
the law means nothing, if enough
hold it in contempt. The history of
the labour movement has been built
on contempt for the law. Trade
unionists have been willing to do
this because they have felt that their
principles were more important than
a Government-imposed law.

History shows that if enough
people are willing to defy and break
laws they find repressive then there
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isn't much that the authorities can do
about it. Solidarity between workers
1s always the key to success in both
the struggle against the employer
and repressive legislation

Let the Commissioners move in
but the fine should not be paid by
the union

Ihe president of the court said
some revealing things about the law
He stated, ‘Freedom without law,
and law without enforcement are

contradictions. Ultimately they spell
only tyranny.’

But the contraryv i1s the case.
Where there are more laws with
strict enforcement covering every
aspect of our daily lives, they are
the authoritarian regimes. They are
the tyrannies. There i1s no contra-

diction, people do not need laws to
live by. It is the governments which
legislate in order to govern. control
and repress. I'yranny stems from
government, their laws and all the
coercive means the State has to
enforce them.

TI'he sledgehammer effect of -law
in industrial affairs i1s making many
employers unwilling to use the Act.
They do not want a confrontation
where even a short dispute could hit
profits. But where and when it is
used against trade unionists then
they should receive every support
and solidarity from their fellow
workers throughout the trade union
movement. i

HE BRUTAL REGIME in Turkey

has once more shown its true nature.
Thirteen people died as a result of the
Army rushing a house where three
Britons were being held hostage by ten
members of the Turkish People’s Liber-
ation Army. Three of the dead were the
hostages—all NATO technicians—shot by
the guerillas, one was a lawyer attempting
to negotiate, and only one of the ten
guerillas survived. The Turkish Govern-
ment 1s now engaged in a desperate PR
job to convince world opinion that it did
everything possible to save the lives of
the kidnapped men.

Conflicting statements were issued by
various branches of the Government—
reminiscent of a previous political kid-
napping where a news agency suddenly
dropped its story that a kidnapper had
been lynched by a crowd with tacit police
consent. In this latest case an early state-
ment by the semi-official Anatolia News
Agency described in great detail the
guerillas blowing up themselves and the
hostages. This was later denied by an
Interior Ministry statement which said
‘the anarchists’, i.e. Marxists had shot
their hostages three hours before troops
rushed the house. Reasons for the delay
have not been explained.

The Turkish Government, which is
entirely dependent on the armed forces
for its existence in office, has never
shown any noticeable concern for the
lives and living conditions of its citizens,
or anyone unfortunate enough to pass
through its territory. It might have been
thought that it would be more worried
about three foreigners working for its
political master, NATO. This was ob-
viously the reasoning in the minds of
the kidnappers. But fascists cannot help
but react as fascists, even though massive
shows of military force nearly always
ensure that hostages are killed. In fact
the regime was far more concerned to
kill the terrorists and clear up its law
and order problem than to try and save
any lives. Turkey being part of the South
East stronghold of the NATO machine,

THE SICK MAN OF NATO

more expendable technicians will always
be sent out.

The violence of the Turkish ruling
class has met with strong resistance from
the working class. There have also been
massive anti-US demonstrations especially
against visits of the Sixth Fleet and there
are constant clashes between workers
and students and right-wing Islam ex-
tremists. But the attempt of the Turkish
People’s Liberation Army to ride to
power as the vanguard of popular dis-
content has gone very wrong, even from
their Leninist viewpoint. The killing of
US servicemen and the murder last year
of the Israeli diplomat Elrom appear to
have horrified the people as much as the
repression of the state.

One of the reasons for the kidnapping
was to force cancellation of death sen-
tences passed on other TPLA members
who had been convicted of Kidnapping
US servicemen. Another reason is the
cynical tactic adopted by various ‘van-
guard’ groups of ‘confrontation politicals’,
in which the State is deliberately pro-
voked into tightening up repression so
that people then turn in desperation to
these groups to liberate them (or so the
theory goes). Apart from anything else,
this 1s counter-revolutionary as, given
the choice between the usual methods of
dictatorship and the heavy vanguard-
induced variety, people tend to suffer
the former. Thus not only is the State
strengthened in its power over the ordin-
ary citizen, but also in its ability to
wipe out the very groups attempting a
coup d'etat. The diplomatic kidnappings,
the hi-jackings and the bombings con-
ducted in Turkey, by the FLQ in Quebec,
the Weathermen in the USA, the Japanese
Red Army, the Naxalites in West Bengal,
the ALN in Brazil and lately the Maoists
in France seem to have served to totally
1solate them from the population. They

are no nearer to power and, far more
importantly, they have not helped the
oppressed people they want to represent.

In certain areas urban guerillas appear
to be the fish in water that Mao said

they should be, eg. the Vietcong, the
Pathet Lao, the Tupamaros, even the
IRA 1n places like the Creggan, Ander-
sontown, the Ardoyne. Some of this sup-
port i1s just part of a continuing trust
and reliance in leaders, but these groups

do have a popular base and do not try
and over-reach themselves. They also
avold actions harmful to the local com-

munity. The last two may not be true
of the IRA, but experience from Ireland
suggests that support for the IRA exists
because people see it as their only means
of defence against the army. They know
the local members even if, quite rightly,
they have great misgivings about the
leadership’s policy. These misgivings
were shown at the weekend by the call
for peace by large numbers of women
in Andersontown. This so worried the
Provisionals that MacStiofain, living
safely in Dublin, specially came to Derry
to appeal for continued support and
solidarity in the IRA fight for a united
Ireland.

Without popular support no guerilla
group can exist and anarchists have the
difficult task of propounding to people
that they do not have to submit to
hierarchical organisations for defence or
in order to create a better society. Only
people themselves can create social revo-
lution through their own education, or-
ganisation and action. It is meaningless
and dangerous to invite the State to be
more brutal (it’s only too ready to oblige),
to indulge in armed but isolated attacks
on the system in order to incite revolt
and it only leads to the results seen in
Turkey. STEVE KIBBLE.

NEWSFLASH (Monday)

The authorities have now asked all
political parties to stop activities and
have suggested the classic Fascist answer
to political unrest. In the interests of
‘democracy’ and to guard against ‘an-
archy’ the constitution should be altered
so that all necessary measures could be
taken by the Government. Another
success for confrontation politics?
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