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DOCKERS’ VICTORY, BUT . . .

workers and have a ¢

HE GOVERNMENT’S Industrial Union were not responsible for the stewards to this surprise move was: Turner, and Alan Williams) dehance mmon inte-est
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It began
attempt to use the Act to defeat the
railwaymen. Their use of the cooling-
off period and ballot only prolonged
and strengthened
case and their resolve
the end the Railways Board were
told to pay up.

with the Government’s

the railwaymen’s
to win. In

Then came Lord Denning’'s deci-

sion in the Appeal Court that, con-
trary (O
Transport

Is the Law a Bloodly Liherty

th NI R (“\
and General

ruling, the
Workers’

I1 S REPORTED that Bernie Steer,
that modern would-be Tolpuddle mar-

tyr, said, when he heard that an appeal
court had dismissed the National Indus-
trial Relations Court’s ‘sentence’, ‘It's a

bloody liberty!” Later, Mr. Steer cheered
up somewhat and hailed the results of
the unwanted appeal as a victory for the
working-class. The case of the threc
docker pickets highlights, as so many cases
do, that the law is a bloody liberty. The
sudden appearance of the Official Soli-
citor 1s just another example of the com-
plexity, anachronisms, unpredictability,
discriminations, persecutions, terrors.
sufiering, boredom, delays, sloth, waste,
arrogance, vengeance, chaos, corruption,
deception, cowardice, suppression, pre-
judice, that make up the body of law
which 1s laughingly coupled with that
abstract virtue ‘justice’.

More flatulent prose is written on the
subject of law and justice than on any
other subject. Its very abstraction makes
it 1deal for the windy platitude. For
example the Daly Mirror comment,
19.6.72, ‘The rule of law is not just a
fancy phrase. It is every citizen’s pro-
tection against anarchy and arbitrary
treatment’, or the Daily Mail comment
(same date), ‘It i1s bad luck for Sir John
that his first major battles to establish the
authority of his court have had to be
fought out in the traditionally anarchic
terrain of dockland.’

It is increasingly obvious that a con-
fidence trick with words is perpetually

tempt and the Appeal Court ordered
that the £55,000 fine be set aside.
The third reverse, or possibly a
Government inspired retreat, was
the intervention of the Official Soli-
citor whose action prevented the
arrest of the three shop stewards.
On the Official Solicitor’s evidence at
a quickly convened Appeals Court,
Lord Denning once again found
against Sir John Donaldson’s NIRC
The reaction of the three shop

being worked. ‘Anarchy’ and ‘Law’ are
commonly being played about with as if
they were opposites, whereas the farcical
historv of merely last week’s events re-
garding the National Industrial Relations
Court, not to mention the whole sorry
mess of the Trades Disputes Act itself,
shows how the law itself may be chaos,
or as the newspapers would put it
‘anarchy’. Even a quick skim through a
week’s newspapers reveal the absolute
chaos beneath the thin veneer of the
rule of law which, in the Mirror's words,
‘Is every citizen’s protection against
anarchy and arbitrary treatment’.

To start with, the case that inspired
the title, the Chobham Farm container
depot picket, is only part of a larger
struggle by the state to regulate the trade
unions. It 1s a continuation of the
attempt by the Labour Government
when they were in office to legislate for
the trade unions. One seems to remem-
ber George Woodcock (the trade unionist)
stating that trade unions had always
been ‘outlaws’ and it can be recollected
that the most revolutionary aspects of
the unions (and they are few and far
between) are revealed when the pressures

of the law are brought upon them. To

start at the beginning—but for the Tol-
puddle Martyrs there would have been
no TUC, but if the Tolpuddle Martyrs
had not existed the ruling class would
have found some other group to per-
secute, to publicize and later, to canonize.
Relations

between the state and the

opecial Branch Frame-Up

HE APPEAL COURT judges have
shown in their recent rulings on the
Industnal Relations Act cases that they
still realize—what the politicians seem
to have forgotten—that unless the State
1s prepared to use unbridled violence
openly in imposing its dictates, then it
must have a widely respected veneer of
legality. Not for the first time the wigged
guardians of the ruling class have seen
that the hob-nailed boots of the political
yobs are bringing THEIR system into
disrepute.

Similarly, the revelations that Special
Branch agents had planted arms in the
home of a number of Irish Republicans
in London will doubtless stir the liberal
conscience. The case on a charge of con-
spiring to possess firearms was abruptly
dropped by the prosecution without ex-
planation after defence allegations of a
frame-up. In attempts to establish the
facts, defence counsel was repeatedly un-
able to obtain full replies from witnesses
who stated that giving such information
would ‘prejudice State security’. What it
would have revealed, of course, is the
extent of the political police conspiracy.
Like so many others the accused had
served their ‘sentences’ before they came

to trial: eight months in prison. Their
‘crime’ was being associated with a poli-
tical movement in opposition to the
British ruling class.

Aware that a number of journalists
were working on an exposé of the case
the Home Secretary attempted to pull
the feet from under them by ‘taking the
initiative’ in announcing that there would
be a high-level investigation—conducted
by the police! Some sections of the press
have called for an ‘independent’ inquiry
by members of the judiciary. (The call
will doubtless be echoed by Labour
MPs.) All of which is intended to assure
the liberal conscience that this is an
‘isolated case’, and, anyway, justice was
done in the end, wasn't it? What could
be a better advertisement for a ‘democ-
racy within the framework of law'? The
liberals will then again be able to rest
assured that anyone charged with possess-
ing firearms, causing explosions or what-
ever deserves what is coming to him.

What will not be revealed is the full
extent of the activities of the political
police in Britain. Who else has been
framed? Who is next?

TERRY PHILLIPS.

registered dockers
should load and unload these con-
tainers, has virtually closed the
depot. It was this and the proposed
laying-off the T&GWU members at
the terminal that brought about the
action by two workers at Chobham
Farm who applied to the NIRC for
an order, naming the three stewards,
to end the picketing. It was the
stewards’ (Bernie Steer, Vic

their claim that

three

trade unions have never been irreparable

after all, both are power bloccs—and
it 1s thought by some that the Trades
Disputes Act would be of great use to
the unions themselves in disciplining
their maverick members. Instead of
which we have this "hodge-podge of a
bill which merely succeeds iIn creating
judicial chaos and proemoting the most
unlikely people to the vacant haloes of
Tolpuddle.
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Kropotkin once called justice ‘Organ-
1zed Vengeance’. What we see from
time to time in the courts 1s disorganized
vengeance. The Trades Disputes Act is
designed as vengeance on the workers
for going on strike. Like most ven-
geance it has recoiled on the heads of the
perpetrators.

William Godwin wrote (On Law: Free-
dom Press), ‘Law we sometimes call the
wisdom of our ancestors. But this is a
strange imposition. It was as frequently
the dictate of their passion, of timidity,
jealousy, a monopolising spirit and a
lust of power that knew no bounds. Are
we not obliged perpetually to revise and
remodel this misnamed wisdom of our
ancestors? To correct it by a detection
of their ignorance and a condemnation
of their intolerance?” We have only to
think of the solemnity and wisdom with
which trials for witchcraft were con-
sidered in England and the United States,
or the ecclesiastical importance of the
Inquisition in order to refute the myth
of the collective wisdom of our ancestors.
Even 1n the 1940s 1t was possible to pro-
secute an indiscreet spiritualist medium
under the Witchcraft Act and blasphemy
1s still an offence.

One of the features of present-day
society compared with the society of
Godwin or even the latter nineteenth-
century society of Kropotkin is the multi-
plicity of laws. As the state grows more
complex, even Conservative capitalist
private enterprise governments introduce
more and more laws. more and more
legislation. It is no accident that a Tory
Government was responsible for the
Trades Disputes Acts which is a gross
invasion not only of the rights of the
unions but also the rights of the
employers. The increasing reaction of a
disintegrating alienated society is that,
whatever the anti-social behaviour, ‘there
ought to be a law against it". Accord-
ingly laws proliferate as do lawyers.

Political life in this country—and
others—is dominated by lawyers. They
have a vested interest in law. One gets
the impression that for many of them
law is a game. The hobnobbing of pro-
secution and defence lawyers and police-
men, and the schoolboy ‘joshing’ that
goes on in Courts of Law bears witness
to the shallowness of legal life. In the
case of Stuart Christie and others at the
Old Bailey, apparently the only news last
week (when the court resumed after
Anna Mendelsohn'’s illness) was the
presentation to Miss Mendelsohn of a

Continued on page 2

shop stewards for their stand against
that
they were prepared to go to gaol for
a principle and that they were not

the law. There 1s no doubt

going to recognise the NIRC. They
seemed at first urprl\;d and dis-
appointed that they had not been

arrested. It must also be said
the support and the

dockers throughout the
tremendous. Such defiance on

solidarity of rank and hle trade
unionists vividly contrasted with the
retreat of the TUC and the trade
union leaders when they faced a
head-on clash with the Government
and the law.

The dockers really showed what
solidarity 1s all about. Their direct

action showed that the Government
tate are help-

with such opposi-
industrial might of

and the forces of the s
less when faced with

tion. Truly the
the working class is invincible

THE SAME VFEAR
In the dockers’

such

CdSC 1L 15

jobs. However the jobs at the con-
tainer depots which the dockers are
claiming represent only a very small
percentage of the total
traffic. Friday’s climb-down

as a
darity’ but the Communist Party
fails to mention that it was the same
fear of being sacked that made the

container depot workers take the
dockers to the NIRC.
This clash of interests should

never have arisen between terminal
workers and dockers. They are both
organised in the same union and yet
the leadership has not managed to
sort out this conflict and force an
agreement with the employers to suit
both sections of the union.

Containers might be creating work
but it i1s only marginal compared
with the loss of jobs at the ports.
The only answer is for dockers and
terminal workers to decide that they
are workers first and as such they
shouldn’t fight one another. Having
reached that conclusion the dockers’
traditional militancy could be used
to win more leisure and job oppor-
tunities. Clamouring among our-
selves for the ‘right-to-work’ i1s not
the answer to the problems facing
the working class.

Every day hundreds of dockers
are put on fall-back pay and yet no
one is demanding the reduction iIn
hours. Let all recognise that we are

1': i 3,2)
Stoke Newington
Squat

THE EVICTION has not vet taken

place. As anticipated, the Hackney
Council have not instructed a bailiff at
the time of going to press. The Chair-
man of the Hackney Housing Manage-
ment Committee stated that it was still
their intention to evict. Help is still
needed to anticipate the eviction. Please
get in touch with Helen Vennard, 32
Grayling Road, N.16.
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country was
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part of individuals and the collective

Deing
used against the law and to preserve

contamner
has
been described in the Mornine Star
‘tremendous victory for mili-
tant working-class strugele and soli-

Relations Act and the National actions of its shop stewards in black- ‘It's a bloody liberty.’ of the Court’s order to end thg N uniting together to take over Lhg
Industrial Relations Court both suf- 1ng containers at Liverpool and L.ondon dockers have been picket- picketing that n.carly ended in their 1ndustries we work in , |
fered a severe Immmcring last week. Hull. The union was not in con- ing the container dcpﬂ! at Chobham zirrc.\t and imprisonment It 1s not h}‘a. hance that a major

Farm. Their action, in support of Firstly we must salute these three employer hasn’t used the Industrial

Relations Act. The Confederation
of British Industry would rather
sort out °‘industrial relations” with
the TUC than in a court of law.
But the fact that the law is being
used means we all have to suppor
those who fall foul of it. The lessons
are that direct action and non-co-
operation with the law, as practised
by the three shop stewards, can make
Iha,' Ll\'v dll dSS Thc I.l'»‘. made ?\:.
wvernments and enforced by the
coercive force [ the state are the
laws and the order of the ruling
class. They are on the statute books
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COUnItrys

because of the present
facing capitalism in this
DESIGNED TO STRENGTHEN
EXECUTIVES

Union bashing is not the intention
of the Act. It is designed to streng-
then the authority of the union
k\\.kU“\L\ Wwe'r .'.’*-_' ‘.].."\ k:..'\f !-L'
| he NIRC said that the unions were
responsible for the ac :{~ﬂ~ f therr
hoi tewards and wanted the

leaders ship to discipline them. Many
unions do this already, without the
law’s assistance, but the T&GWU’s
successful appeal knocks a big hole
in the Act. Shop stewards can still
be taken to court, as indeed, they
could before the Act became law.
But the lessons are plain. It is
no good workers relying on the
leadership of the TT 'C or their union
executives. Appeals to the General
Council of the TUC to re-adopt a
policy of non-co-operation with the
Act, are a waste of time, and only
give power to an elitist grouping of
bureaucrats who are just as remote
from the problems on the shop floor
as any managing director.
Seventy-five per cent of the dockers

came out to defend three trade
unionists. With that kind of mili-
tancy and solidarity the working

class has the power to smash the
Act, bring down the Government,
and, if they so desire, to take over
from the bosses and start running
things for themselves.
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Some are more
equal than others||

PAY INCREASES proposed fo
top people include:— |
Mr. Marsh, 1

British Railways Board
from £20,000 to £24.000

Mr. Ezra,
National Coal Board
from £20,000 to £24.000
Lord Widgery,
Lord Chief Justice
from £16,750 to £20.000
Sir John Donaldson,
President, National Industrial
Relations Court
from £11,500 to £13.000
Permanent Secretaries in Civil
Service are due for rises of £2.000.
Senior Officers in the forces:
rises of £2.000. |

These pay proposals result from|||
recommendations by Sir Edwa 1|f
Boyle—the ‘liberal’ Conservative

Very liberal for the senior State ’
officials who condemn so vocid|f
feronsb dockers, railwaymen i ,
all. workers who simply mnt a
living wage. |
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