anarchistsmweekly

% (s . . )

OCTOBER 21 1972 Vol 33 No 43

HE Republican President, faith-

ful to his pre-election promises,
brought the futile Far Eastern war
to an end. A war which was waste-
ful of American lives, destructive
of the country and people they were
‘liberating” and carrying nothing but
defeat for both sides. Who would
prophesy that both parts of the
country will unite, that the Com-
munist cult of personality in the
North will merge peacefully with
the ‘democratic’ South?

Since whatever is happening in
Vietnam i1s a secret between Mr.
Nixon and Mr. Kissinger (not eyen
the North Vietnamese are being
told!), the above paragraph is not
an accurate forecast but a retelling
of what happened in Korea. It is
highly probable that this is what
will happen.

The war in Vietnam has become
a liability both to the United States
and to North Vietnam and her
quarrelling allies, Russia and China.
If. as we are assured by both sides,
it 1s a war of liberation—what is
left to liberate, after bombs, napalm,
defoliants and bulldozers have done
their work? Who is there to liberate
after North and South peoples have
been wounded, tortured, killed and

WHEN THE WAR ENDS

As for
the Gls, the evidence of numerous
Army dissent newspapers, statistics
of drug-addiction, the persistence of

imprisoned in the name of demo-
cracy and/or communism?

Even the profits have by now
been taken out of the war by stock-
piling and overproduction, the North
especially must feel the pinch in that
the money available for social recon-
struction 1s eroded by war costs.
Her debts, political, even if not
financial, to Russia and China must
some day require settlement. The
social cost of the war in crime, cor-
ruption and prostitution 1s obvious
in South Vietnam and has gradually
become a factor in the United States’
calculations.

The almost complete collapse of
American military morale and the
almost complete failure of the South
Vietnamese to build up morale, both
make it urgent for the US to pull
out. Successive scandals, like the
Lavell affair, the Calley court-
martial have shown that even the

top brass of the Army are no longer

.

under Presidential control.

‘fragging’ (i.e. killing superior
officers wusually by fragmentation
bombs), and the ever-ready presence
of the absentee deserter.

In one of the innumerable papers
for the dissident armed forces there
1s printed this mock (or real?) letter
to a Congressman: ‘Dear Congress-
man. | take pen in hand to com-
plain about my Piece [ie. gun].
After months of assiduous care
and maintenance of the weapon
(M.16), it failed to function at’a
crucial moment endangering my life
and the lives of the other men in
this company. Last night, at 0300
hours I had a clear unobstructed
shot at the captain. To my chagrin
the weapon misfired. It may be
weeks before I get another crack at
the bastard and in the meantime I

ITH THE SECOND knock-about

show over at Blackpool, it 1is
interesting to speculate just what con-
tributions those in attendance at the
Tory Conference actually make to so-
ciety. One can presume that there were
a fair number of delegates at the Labour
Party Conference who were elected from
the shop floor by their fellow workers.
But with the Tories it is unlikely that
any one of them spends their working
lives producing or performing a service
that is really useful to their fellow
man.

That is why they are quick to con-
demn those who do produce and work
at essential services. As soon as this
section of the community withdraws
its labour they are attacked for ‘holding
the country to ransom’. If they are
able to win a substantial wage increase
they are causing inflation. They have
become envious of the power which
workers have achieved by organising
themselves.

When workers were organisationally
weak, the same Tories felt no com-
punction in starving men and women
back to work. When capital investment
needed for a factorv was low. it did
not matter so much how long it stood
idle. At a time when the capitalist
system stumbled from boom to slump
the Tory supporters only wanted your
labour during the boom.

The same Tories who tell you that
they believe in free enterprise, every man
for himself, free play of market forces.
minimum state intervention, will do and
have done the opposite to safeguard and
promote the profit motive system.

Mr. Heath’s Government. when it first
came to power, prided itself for its
return to Conservative ideology. They
believed firmly in the ‘virtues of capi-
talism’. They wanted everyone to ‘stand
on their own feet’. All the ‘lame ducks’
would have to be killed off. Taxes
were reduced, which only really helped
the very well shod. Universal social
benefits were either curtailed or aban-
doned. In fact controls, to allow the
free market forces to exert themselves
and provide a healthy economy with
greater efficiency and increased invest-
ment, were lifted.

However, the realities of power soon
made the Tories abandon these policies.
Governing has nothing to do with ideo-
logies and principles. The Government

Doing u George Brown

City’s money men want a statutory wage’
that,

has to provide a framework within
which the capitalist system can best
operate. Today that system needs the

intervention of the State far more than
it did in the pastt The need for more
checks and balances to control the flow
of money, the level of unemployment,
the subsidies for expanding industries.
All this means State intervention.

Nowadays it i1s only the very small
firms who really abhor State intervention.
The Tories attacked the Labour Govern-
ment for aiding ailing companies, now
they have done the same thing. They
attacked Mr. Wilson for his In Place
of Strife. Now the Tories have the
‘Industrial Relations Act’. The then
George Brown's Prices and Incomes
Policy was attacked and now the Tories
are seeking the unions’ co-operation on
a similar plan. Nothing really changes
because the system demands certain
policies and Governments provide them.
It was the Labour Party when they were
iIn power who promoted and assisted
the mergers and takeovers which were
a necessary prelude to the entry into
the Common Market. By doing this a
Labour Government also started the
‘shake out’ which has led to the present
high unemployment rate.

The faces and the labels of those
in power change, but the same policies
are carried out. Probably there has
been more ‘back door nationalisation’
under the Tories than with the last
Labour Government. This favourite
nbe of the Tories has now become a
sick joke for Tories who really believe
there is a basic Conservative ideology.

The rank and file Tories, in my
opinion, have a certain fear of the work-
ing class and the unions. A fear of
the great unwashed. It is, unfortunately,
misplaced. However, there are plenty
of signs that workers are prepared to
take on the emplovers and the State
in order to fight for demands which
they feel to be justified. This spirit
it not found among the leadership of the
trade unions. They, like the Govern-
ment, are trying to solve the capitalist
system’s problems at the expense of their
members. It is the non-producers,
whether they are members of the general
council of the TUC, Government Mini-
sters, or the employers, who are seeking
solutions for the producers to operate.

All sorts of figures for wage increases
have been bandied about, but it is
reported that four out of five of the

freeze. As anarchists we think
despite the Tories’ abhorrence of State
intervention, by the time this article
appears 1n print the Government will
have done just thatt They are quite
capable of doing a George Brown on
the working people of this country.

A wage freeze would also allow the
TUC and all union executives to point
to a wvillain. The hurt cry could go
up, ‘It's not our fault, brothers, it's
the Government’s.” And, ‘What can we
do? 1It's the law.” The TUC would
be assisted out of a difficult spot, because
in their eagerness to act as statesmen.
they had to put up alternatives to the
Government’s figures. With a wage
freeze, all the blame can be passed
on to the evil Tories, ‘the traditional
enemies of the workers’.

We might be wrong, but with their
conference safely over and the start of
a new Parliament, this week would be
an ideal time to spring a statutory wage
freeze.

The switching of policies by those in
power 1llustrates the anarchists’ view of
Government and the State. Both ad-
minister the exploitation of man by man
in order that a minority may live from
the work of others. So that a few
can have power and privilege and keep
a majority under their subjection.
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am subjected to the ridicule of my
associates and can kiss goodbye the
$2,000 in the company pool. (Signed)
One Mad GI.” Even if this letter is
a joke it indicates a state of feeling
in the American forces verging on
complete mutiny and breakdown.

It has become increasingly
obvious that the Americans cannot
win the war in Vietnam—come to
that, no one can. For one lhing the
Americans are waging the wrong
kind of war. If the American State
could wage guerilla warfare to win
the hearts and minds of the Viet-
namese people, it would no longer
be the United States capitalist mili-
tary complex, but would hand over
the land to the peasants—to pay
the Vietnamese landlords adequate
compensation (a truly liberal socialist
gesture) would have cost less than
the war.

Apart from Nixon’s winning the
election—and it is difficult to find
anything apart from that—there is
obviously pkenty of work for Ameri-
can capital, and labour, in recon-
structing South Vietnam from the
shattered pieces. Additionally a
truce, declaration of peace, or even
an armistice will give a chance for
America to reconstruct and help in
North Vietnam. There will be those
who, trapped in their ideological
thinking, will ‘pooh pooh® this
thought as starry idealism. But who

reconstructed Germany—East and
West? And Japan? These nations
are now the leading technological
and commercial powers in the world
T'he same could happen (alas!) to
Vietnam.

As we started with a paragraph
about Korea, it is fitting that we
should end with what the con-
temporary editor (1952) wrote
twenty years ago. With very little
change it may all apply to Vietnam.
'FREEDOM has often drawn attention
to the role of war as an institution,
a permanent activity having a defi-
nite function in our society. We
drew attention to the revivifying
effects on trade at the beginning of
hostilities. Since then, Korea must
have absorbed a considerable
amount of production. I addi-
ton (o 1s economiC mmportance in
a world forever on the edge of
slump, Korea has proved an invalu-
able testing ground for both the
United Nations, the Russian and the
Chinese governments. The North
and South Korean administrations
have probably not learned anything

valuable to them, but the great
powers undoubtedly have.’
Now, twenty years later, North

and South Korea are resolving their
supposedly irreconcilable ideological
differences. How long will it take

North and South Vietnam?
JACK ROBINSON.

HE HOWLS of indignation which

reverberated from Lord Goodman,
chairman of the Newspaper Publishers
Association, to every not-so-humble
Fleet Street hack at the suggestion by
Anthony Wedgwood Benn that the Press
1s biased against what he called ‘the
working-class movement’, is some in-
dication of the strength of the hoary
myth about our ‘free Press’ which is so
conveniently perpetuated by journalists,
editors and newspaper proprietors. The
fact that Benn recanted after a comradely
hand on his throat from Harold Wilson,
and that he only really objects to criti-
cism of the Labour Party in general and
himself in particular is another matter!

Unfortunately, this much vaunted
‘freedom’ is merely the freedom of these
people to decide what we can read and,
if they have their way, what we think.
The power of the Press barons to make
or break politicians through their daily
doses of triviality to dull the senses,
mixed with the propaganda about ‘the
national interest’, ‘troublemakers in in-
dustry’, ‘our democratic way of life’, etc.,
was clearly recognised by Wilson in his
repudiation of Benn'’s remarks. He
knows only too well that to be returned
to power he needs the cynical support
of another mind-bender like Hugh Cud-
lipp of the Daily Mirror to sell himself
to the suckers. Such a successful hack
can afford to believe in nothing but his
own power to manipulate people—and
make money.

The role that the gutter Press has
played in moulding attitudes in recent
times is only too evident. Racialism has
been made ‘respectable’ by hiding be-
hind concern for the problems ‘created’
by coloured immigrants: all the problems
of poor housing, etc., which, as the poor
know to their cost, would be ignored if
it were not for the racialist conclusions
which can be drawn. Every group of
low-paid workers who go on strike for
a decent wage are denounced as ‘greedy

bullies holding the country to ransom’
from the screaming headlines to the
editorial columns, and presumably the
journalists are happy to write the kinds
of lies and distortions which would do
credit to Goebbels. The hacks who
scream about ‘violent pickets’ provoke
violent attacks on isolated workers—as
iIn the cases of the power-workers and
the railwaymen—and report the resultant
incidents with glee. Denunciations of
industrial action taken by printworkers
causing the reader the dubious loss of
his daily dose of poison is fine page-one
stuff, but similar action by highly-paid
journalists is reported In an incon-
spicuous corner somewhere—they see to
that!

In a world where words like ‘socialist’
and ‘democracy’ have been robbed of
their meaning by the politicians who
have claimed them as their own, ‘anar-
chist’ used in anything but the popular
abusive sense is still taboo and will
remain so until we achieve a free society,
or until anarchists abandon their prin-
ciples. My local paper which 1s con-
sidered a liberal kind of a rag happily
accepts advertisements from the Com-
munist Party but will not accept others
which include the word ‘anarchist’.
‘Libertarian’ is acceptable and invariably
brings forth the revealing response. ‘How
do vou spell that?'

We hope the day will come when
workers in the newspaper industry will
refuse to allow themselves to be used to
attack their fellow-workers and to prop
up a corrupt system. In the meantime
it is essential that everything is done to
assure the continued survival of papers
like FReEepom to print the truth about
those who struggle against exploitation
and injustice, and to provide a platform
for the idea that men and women are
fit to control their own lives without
governments, emplovers and all the other
paraphernalia of authority.

' TERRY PHILLIPS.
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