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N THE LAST few weeks we have
been ‘treated’, if that i1s the ward,

to a great deal of publicity about
the thalidomide victims whose case
against the Distillers” Company 18
dragging its weary way through the

British Courts. The Sunday Times
which has been printing the articles
has been served with injunctions and
threatened with proceedings for con-
tempt of court. Similarly a television
programme has been threatened.

It is ironical that such a statisti-
cally minor accidental occurrence
should occupy the public mind when
at least one major deliberate health
hazard to children is allowed to go
on relatively unpublicised and posi-
tively unpunished even to the muild
extent that the Distillers are resolved
to suffer. One of the newspapers

pointed this up nicely (consciously
or unconsciously) by printing a story
of the thalidomide injunction next
to a story of the French intentions

TYRANNY ON TAP

to hold a bomb-test next year in the
Pacific.

The French test is to be held
despite the known health hazards
and with the connivance of revolu-
tionary China in the councils of the
United Nations.

It 1s well known that the plight of
one small child (preferably with
pictures) 1s a greater tear-jerker and
circulation-puller for the press than
the plight of hundreds from war,
famine, and radio-activity. The
Sunday Times, it seems, will modify
1ts protests about the Distillers’ Com-
pany's evasions in order that it will
not suffer the penalties of the law

Unemployment

HE DISCREPANCIES between the

registered number of unemployed
and those who said they were out of
work at the time of the census confirms
that the Department of (Un)Employment
methods of calculation are very in-
accurate. Recent official unemployment
figures are bad enough, but the census
totals indicate that in some regions they
are as much as 300 per cent higher.
Overall comparisons at the time of the
census show the Department’s figure at
773,800, while the census shows 1,365,775.

What this means is that unemployment
IS not just confined to those claiming
benefit. Many who are unemployed are
not eligible for benefit and therefore
have no incentive to register. These
would include workers sacked for ‘indus-
trial misconduct’ and those who left their
jobs of their own accord. Marrnied
women not paying the full National
Insurance contributions would also not
be entitled to benefit.

The Department’s records also hide
those for whom unemployment has be-
come a way of life. Many have been
out of work for over a year and no longer
qualify for unemployment benefit. Others,
who were without work for more than
six months in the preceding vear, would
also not qualify.

Behind these figures are people who,
for no fault of their own, are made
unemployed simply because a profit can
no longer be made from the type of
work they can perform. Figures hide
the individual hardship and suffering that
families go through when the bread-
winners are sacked. The capitalist system
has no real answer to this problem.
The ever-increasing drive for profits
means that goods are only profitable
unless there is a market for them. The
system 1s forever seeking new markets
for expansion. More and more has to
be produced but always at a profit. But
improved technology not only produces
more, it also requires less manpower.

Hardly a week passes without new
announcements of impending redund-
ancies. Last week the British Steel
Corporation informed the unions that
9,000 jobs would disappear over the
next eight years at the Ebbw Vale works.

In the same week Associated Biscuits
said they would have to phase out pro-
duction at Huntley and Palmers, Reading,
with 700 jobs being lost,

Industry’s vast productive means are
not to be used to the full. Those with
jobs work long hours, while others are
without employment.

But the production of goods are un-
related to our real needs. Artificial needs

are created by the advertising agencies
to make us buy what is unnecessary or
more than we need. Useless rubbish
we are told we cannot do without is
produced to keep people at work but
also to make a profit. Many workers
spend their working lives bored to tears,
producing useless goods, which nobody
really needs.

Workers now only seek employment
to enable them to pay the rent, buy food
and clothing, leaving a little over for
entertainment.

We should not struggle for the right
to work and continuing wage slavery at
boring, time-consuming drudgerv. We
should be demanding and taking neces-
sities of life which workers have created.

There is no need for shortages or
surpluses. There is both the means and
the people necessary to produce sufficient.
with fewer hours of labour, to satisfy
everyone's needs.

In a free society people would make
the decisions necessary to organise the
production of enough for all. Wages
and profits would disappear with the
ending of economic exploitation. Gov-
ernments will not end the exploitation
of our labour for profit. We must con-
sciously desire an end to it and strive
to achieve freedom by the abolition of
the state and the employers it supports.

Paly

It will be interesting to see if they

will resist, which is unlikely.

If thalidomide 1s an illustration, it
1s an illustration of the apparent in-
difference of manufacturers of drugs
to the side-effects of their products.
This is not the first case, nor as long
as capitalism continues will it be the
last, of products being marketed
and their effects being found out
afterwards. By that time the product
IS so socially established and so
financially profitable to the manu-
facturers, the advertising interests
and the Inland Revenue that it is
impossible to dislodge them.

Court proceedings are so slow
and the legal costs, as Sir Gerald
Nabarro indiscreetly pointed out,
weight the proceedings in favour of
the wealthier. Additionally, the law’s
delays weight the balance in favour
of those whose wealth allows them
to survive whilst waiting for justice
to be done.

* * *

[t will be remembered that cases
have been brought against cigarette
manufacturers (with little success)
for deaths from cancer and a recent
revelation that lead has been found
in children’s blood samples have
caused the factory concerned to
close their plant but who knows
what other pollutants we breathe,
drink and eat hourly?

In The Listener (November 9)
John Wain, the novelist, has the
text of a talk reprinted in which he
cites the case against fluoride, not
only as an example of the typical
official pollutant (for the case is
arguable) but as an example of the
typical official attitude in such
matters.  He mentions the possibility
of governments coping with the
problem of children’s teeth by some
controls upon the confectionery
trade, he finds that this, of course,
would conflict with immensely pro-
fitable business interests. (He does
not mention the case of tobacco. The
Government’s insistence on printing
a ‘health warning’ on packets is a
ludicrous piece of humbug—which
would not deceive or impress a
child.)

John Wain claims that ‘fluoride
IS a poisonous substance prohibited
by law from being added to food,
but water, apparently isn’t a “food™
—though it’s just about the only

substance we can’t choose whether
we take or not’. John Wain points
out that we generally concentrate
what is in the water when we use
water for cooking, so the concen-
tration of fluoride goes up. Nobody
knows the effects of 20 years of
swigging this stuff and by the time
they do know it will be too late, like
many other ‘harmless’ but untested
substances (such as thalidomide)
At least those were not being pre-
scribed to entire populations com-
pulx«»ril). Says Wain.

Wain goes on to point out the
advantage to the fluoridation lobby
of the sheer inertia of the majority.
The minority can be labelled as a
‘vocal minority’ and ‘cranks’, which
will effectively silence them or cause
them to be looked down upon.
Then, the usual Government proce-
dure is to rush legislation through
the House of Commons (as was done
with the Census Orders) or side-step
the whole thing neatly by passing 1t
on to local authorities (whose real
powers aredeclining) and promising,

in the case of fluoride, to indemnify
the local authorities against any
actions brought against them, be the
grounds legal or medical

Fluoride is not the only example
of Whitman’'s phrase ‘the never-
ending audacity of elected persons’
John Wain says that this “i1s only a
show-case example of the technique
that is increasingly going to be em-
ployed to put things over on you,
if open-cast mining for minerals 1s
suddenly going to break out in all
the beautiful upland reaches of the
British Isles this kind of tech-
nique has pushed it through’

The only answer to this 1S resist-
ance ‘Resist much, obey lttle’.
‘Man,” said Robert Ingersoll, ‘was
saved by disobedience. If we had
done what the priests told us we
should be idiots; if we had done
what the kings told us we would be
slaves; if we had done what the
doctors told us we should be dead.’

There has been much talk lately
of revolutionary anarchism, it |
obviously tautology for much that
anarchism has to teach is disobedi-
ence that 1is revolution enough
What 1s constructive in society 1is
here already. Disobedience is our
defence of that little freedom we
have.

JACK ROBINSON

Courtaulds:

had to Stop

N SPITE of all the short-time 1n some
Lancashire mills belonging to Cour-
taulds during the last year, and the recent

Skelmersdale shutdown scare, which now
appears
Courtaulds chalked up pre-tax profits of
£21.3 muillion
what had been expected.

to have been a false alarm,

last week. Well above

The Courtaulds’ threat to shut down

their Skelmersdale mill can only now be
seen as an attempt to bring their workers
under control.
stewards there claim,
had failed to take notice of the technical
advice which their workers had offered
and that this led to the problem of under

No doubt, as the shop
the management

production.

Managers don’'t like it when their
workers have the initiative and are often
reluctant to take advice. There i1s a
labour problem of course, but this 1s
inevitable until workers have genuine
control of production and no amount of

Have you sent
your Guarantee

towards our 2000

"~ needed for next year?

When the Kidaing

opening the books, as Courtaulds did,
or controls can get round the problem.

With the control of 309, of Lancashire’s
spinning capacity, and already making in-
roads into weaving at Carlisle, and Lilly-
hall in Cumberland, as well as Skelmers-
dale, the biggest weaving shed in Lan-
cashire. Courtaulds has an interest In
frightening their mill workers and the
unions into accepting less favourable
terms and conditions. The recent deci-
sion by Courtaulds to negotiate its own
agreements separate from the central tex-
tile body, lends support to this view,
more so since sources close to the textile
unions suggest that Courtaulds i1s drniving
a hard bargain at the present time.

So it 1s that, at a time when it is being
predicted that Courtaulds is on the up
and that their shares are worth holding,
the company are squeezing their labour
costs down worse than usual.

Within days of their decision to keep
the Skelmersdale mill open, Courtaulds
last week announced further capital ex-
pansion of its weaving operations. A
mill at Hyde i1s to be taken over and
modernised over the next two vears with
450 of the latest water jet looms costing
several million pounds. In the same
week Courtaulds declared its intention to
spend £5 million on its weaving division
at Preston.

It may be that Courtaulds, having
decided to close down the Skelmersdale
mill, found that they had bitten off more
than they could chew and that they feared
a sit-in or occupation of the mill by the
workers. [ still take lﬁ: view that it was
basically a manoeuvre to wring conces-
sions, like the promise by shop stewards
of six months of peace on the shop floor.

What we need in textiles is a strong
movement of rank and file mill workers,
with contacts in the different mill towns
of Lancashire and Yorkshire, to make it
impossible for combines, like Courtaulds,
to isolate groups of workers as they did
at Skelmersdale. Here the industrial
networks of the Anarchist Svndicalist
Alliance could make some contribution
to uniting mill workers throughout the
north.

TRADE UNIONIST.
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