
THE ’WATERGATE’ inquiry creeps 
on its way with a possible ad­
journment for the summer; as 
if to give time for President 
Nixon to re-consider his refu­
sal to make available the tapes, 
or to wipe out the tapes (the 
work of a minute) or to edit, 
censor or re-t-ape the tapes. 
The complex legal jargon cf 
impeachment, of presidential 
privilege is taking over from 
nvnes, dates and places. The 
vice-chairman of the committee, 
Senator Howard E'aker, has said 
”it is important we stop /.for 
the summer/ ; the committee is 
tired, the staff is tired and I 
venture to suggest the country 
is tired... Everyone would like 
now to think about it a little.”

It would seem that the commit­
tee is willing tc wound but 
afraid to strike. One of the 
symptoms of this failure is the 
apparent boredom of the public 
and the failure (with few ex­
ceptions) of the committee 
hearings to produce much good 
journSblism. Mencken thou 
shculdbt be living at this 
hour! There is not even an
I. F. Stone as there was during 
the dark days of McCarthyism 
when Richard Nixon and the Ken­

nedy brot iers were wincing 
their anti-communist spurs.

Even the Bernard Levins can 
only cry ’unfairness to Nixon!” 
- as if Nixon hadn’t got sub­
stantial power on his side. The 
sanctimonious goodness of the 
investigating committee with 
Senator Ervin (South Carolina) 
and his Biblical quotations 
dulls the edge of conflict and 
even the all-too human problems 
of Anthony Ulasewicz, ex-detect­
ive turned uiir-cover paying 
agent, raised unearned laughs.
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The one exception in report­
age (in the inexplicable ab­
sence of Norman Mailer) is Mary 
McCarthy, the American novelist 
whose ’’Watergate Diary” in the 
Observer is much the best 
coverage.

In her section for July 29th 
covering the evidence of John D. 
Ehrlichmann she writes:
’’One arrives, then, at a mys­
tery. Who approved Watergate, 
what could have been the object, 
if not ’intelligence’ of which 
there was so little to be gath­
ered? Perhaps Watergate res­
ponded to a felt need on the 
part of the Nixon circle, rath­
er than to an immediate utili­

tarian goal? A need for total 
control of the environment. The 
model may be found in the East­
ern bloc countries. Listening 
devices installed in offices, 
hotels, homes, embassies there 
serve no directly profitable 
purpose but simply go on recor­
ding, like an endlessly playing 
phonograph, furnishing employ­
ment to a vast labour force of 
translators and file clerks. 
The very purposelessness is 
part of the point, since the 
citizen can find no graspable, 
identifiable reason for a bug 
to be in his house; he just 
guesses it is there and feels 
apprehensive. We have now dis­
covered this same seeming pur­
poselessness in the White House 
bugging system. The Nixon 
crowd, whenever they approached 
the President, have been under 
constant surveillance.”

These tapes are like a worm 
in the body politic of America. 
The tape-worm is a parasite 
which enters the body from in­
fected meat and lives in the in­
testine. The worm may reach a 
length of from six to twenty 
feet and its presence causes
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SOFT CENTRE?
THE LIBERAL PARTY has announced, 
following their bye-election 
victories at Ely and Ripon, that 
they will field 500 or more 
candidates at the next general 
election. The Liberals see 
this as an all out bid to cap­
ture the balance of power. 
People have become discontented 
with both of the two main poli­
tical parties and the Liberals 
have managed to exploit this 
discontent.

The discontent centres around 
the increasing cost of living. 
Wages are buying less and less 
and people can see no end to 
the continuing inflation. It is 
nothing unusual for governments 
to lose bye-elections, but it 
isn’t so usual for the main op­
position to lose out so badly. 
The Liberal Party are very ju­
bilant and now see their oppor­
tunity of seeking political 
power. Their use of household 
names might have assisted them, 
but the mind boggles at what 

could happen if all the parties 
started to exploit national 
images on any great scale.

Both Ely and Ripon were trad­
itional rural Tory strongholds. 
However, Labour did not manage 
to make gains from the govern­
ment’s unpopularity. The gov­
ernment’s majority of 29 at the 
general election is now down to 
18. Mr. Heath has already 
given his party a pep talk in 
an effort to raise morale: ”We 
must as a government and as a 
party meet the anxieties which 
have been expressed and we must 
act more energetically to put 
our message across not just at 
elections but all the time. We 
must redouble our efforts to 
deal effectively with the prob­
lems which worry people in 
their daily lives.”

Political parties are always 
’’redoubling their efforts” but 
people’s lives remain much the 
same. Ordinary people are 

seeking more control over their 
lives and the decisions that 
affect them. The State and the 
powerful companies lie outside 
the influence of the electorate. 
We have very little say or con­
trol over policies because 
these policies are implemented 
not for the benefit of people 
but for the continuance of the 
capitalist system. Voting-in
a. Liberal government would not 
change anything. The domina­
tion of the State would remain 
and companies would still make 
profits from those who earn 
wages. The whole money system 
would remain and the cost of 
living would always be too 
high for most people to secure 
their real needs. People 
should have free access to the 
means of life which they have 
created. Anarchists want peo­
ple to reject authority and 
build a society where we can 
live harmoniously. To refuse 
to vote is a small step in 
that direction. _ m



TAPE-WORM...c ont* d from F.1

anaemia and intestinal dis­
orders .

* * *

The American body-politic is 
as different from the British 
body-politic as the British is 
from the rest of the world but 
all are afflicted with the same 
parasites. The American system 
has a proliferation of commit­
tees, of which the Senate Com­
mittee on ’Watergate’ is one.
It has no executive power and 
can only make recommendations 
but it has power to institute 
proceedings, through the Depart­
ment of Justice, for contempt 
or perjury which carry with them 
the risk of imprisonment.

President Nixon made his name 
in one such committee, The 
House Committee on Unamerican 
Activities which was graced at 
one time by the notorious 
Joseph McCarthy and continued 
its red-baiting sessions well 
into the Sixties and for all 
one knows, may still be in ex­
istence if not in session. 
Nixon, then a mere congressman 
for California, was a member of 
the Committee and was more than 
zealous in unmasking Alger Hiss 
as a perjuror and (by implica­
tion) a Communist and a spy who 
had abused his position in the 
Department of State to pass on 
secrets to the Russians.

At the time (1948 - it was 
even before Joseph McCarthy 
over-reached himself) it was as 
popular to be anti-Russian - 
the cold war had started - as 
it had been popular to be pro­
Russian in 1942-45. Nixon had 
used the red bogey as an elec­
tion platform and the Hiss 
case gave him a chance to make 
his mark, which he took with 
that same reckless disregard 
for ethics or scruples which 
distinguishes his career to 
this day. In 1950 he became a 
senator and in 1952 was vice­
President to Eisenhower.

The House Committee was 
revelling in the disclosures of 
ex-Communists who were using 
the Committee as a penitent­
form and a publicity-laden con­
fessional. Among the souls 
dredged up was one Whitaker 
Chambers, a senior editor (al­
though once he claimed ’senior 
editor’) on Time magazine who 
wished the Committee to look 
into a list of ex-Communists in 
government service which he had 
supplied nine years before 
(1939)* to the Assistant Secret- 
ary of State. Chambers alleged 
that these ’New Dealers’
including Alger Hiss (then of 
the State Department) were of 
Communist tendencies and that 
Hiss was Chambers’ best 
friend in the party. Hiss de­
nied it and said he had never 
known the man as Chambers, and 
that’Chambers’ was never more 
than a deadbeat acquaintance.

Hiss denied he had ever been a 
Communist or anything like one. 
Chambers later produced a wad 
of documents which he said were 
stolen state papers. They were 
said by the F.B.I’s experts to 
have been done on an old type­
writer that once belonged to 
Hiss. Hiss admitted to the 
typewriter. Hiss served 44 
months of a 5-year sentence for 
perjury - after two trials. 
There was no trial lor espion­
age .

Whitaker Chambers died natu­
rally. Hiss was granted his 
government pension back-dated to 
1966; J. Parnell Thomas, the 
chairman of the Committee, was 
sentenced-and jailed in 1949 for 
’padding’ his Congressional pay­
roll; and President Richard 
Nixon has refused to co-operate 
with a Senate Committee.

The whole H.U.A.C. hearing on 
the Hiss-Chambers confrontation 
was a melee of lies and half­
truths, of unfounded rumours and 
hearsay evidence, of sensational 
evidence of microfilms hidden in 
pumpkins, of typewriters which 
may have been manufactured to 
commit forgery, and of dull de­
tails about house-leases and 
car—sales. At one time it 
seemed possible that Chambers 
and not Hiss would be indicted 
for perjury. But it seems that 
Nixon had a long session with 
Chambers in August and in Nov­
ember the ’spy’ papers were in 
the hands of the Department of 
Justice. A microfilm was 
turned over to the H.U.A.C., 
Nixon came rushing back from a 
holiday cruise when the papers 
were released by Chambers ’who 
had hidden them away as insur­
ance’. We have never been told 
what they contained although 
Hiss always claims they were 
merely not-very-important 
notes and memoranda which may 
have been extracted from his 
office, but the American 
official secrets act has taken 
care we never shall know. In 
any case three years later 
America was sharing a great 
number of official secrets 
with Russia her ally - and 
Alger Hiss was being official­
ly pro-Communist... at Yalta 
where he was part of Roose­
velt’ s staff.

Much of the gall of the
H.U.A.Committee and the bru­
tal arrogance of Richard 
Nixon was due to the American 
post-war conviction that the 
Russians had out-smarted them 
in the war and in the peace, 
and the strengthening of Com­
munism in Europe and Asia and 
the down-grading of Chiang-Kai- 
Shek was not to America’s ad­
vantage. Representative Mundt 
of the Committee apparently 
thought Alger Hiss personally 
responsible for influencing 
Roosevelt’s policy at Yalta 
and on China. What would he 
think of Congressman Nixon’s
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present views on Russia,
China and Chiang-Kai-Shek?

Chambers in his emetic bio­
graphy Witness, reflecting on 
some maliciously introduced 
rumour naively comments, 
’’There was nothing improbable 
about the allegation in the 
climate of that time.” Alleg­
ations about Hiss’s influence 
at Yalta were nothing to the 
suicide of W. Marvin Smith, a 
minor witness but an important 
link in the chain that sent 
Alger Hiss to jail, and the 
death of Harry Dexter White 
who was harassed to death by 
pro-Communist allegations.

Nor was Nixon free of bad 
temper in his conduct of the 
case. He was a self-elected 
prosecuting attorney and a 
bad loser. When the important 
micro-films were revealed to 
possible be of 1945 make - 
which if Chambers got them in 
1938 was peculiar - Nixon told 
Chambers, ’’You’d better be 
here”. Fortunately (for
Chambers) Eastman-Kodak settled 
for a pre-1938 date.

Nixon is reported (by 
Chambers whose words should 
always be read with caution, a 
precaution Nixon never took): 
”If the American people under­
stood the real character of 
Alger Hiss, they would boil 
him in oil.” Fine Quaker 
sentiments! One wonders how 
Nixon will fare with the Com­
mittee of 1973?

Jack Robinson.

Apologies to P.T. and our rea­
ders for two typing errors in 
the article Cloth Cap in Hand 
last week. In the second para 
the words ’’and Jones” were omit­
ted in the sentence: ’We’ve had 
recently both Scanlon and Jones, 
that left wing double act...’

The third sentence in column 3 
should have read ’If the leader­
ship of the unions refused to 
talk it would release an
initiative from the rank and
file.’ (Not ’irritation’ as 
typed.) M_c.
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