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THE 'WATERGATE' inquiry creers
on its way with a possible ad-
journment for the summer; as
if to give time for Fresident
Nixon to re-consider his re«fu-
'sal to make available the tapes,
or to wipe out the tapes (the
work of a minute) or to edit,
censor or re-tape the tapes.
The ccmplex legal jargon cf
impeachment, of presidential
privilege is taking over from
nzmes, dates and places. The
vice-chairman of the committee,
Senator Howerd Paker, has said
"it is important we stop /for
the summer,; the cormrmittee is
tired, the staff is tired and 1
venture to suggest the country
is tired... Everycne would like
now to tkink about it a little."

It would seem that the cormit-

tee is willing tc¢ wound but
afraid to strike. One of the
symptoms of this failure is the
apparent boredom of the public
and the failure (with few ex-
ceptions) of the committee
hearings to produce much gocd
iournelism. Mencken thou
shouldst be living at this
hour! There is not even an

I. F. Stone as there was during
the dark days of McCarthyism
when Richard Nixon ard the Ken-

THE LIBERAL PARTY has announced,
following their bye-election
victories at Ely and Ripon, that
they will field 500 or more
candidates at the next general
election. The Liberals see

this as an all out bid to cap-
ture the balance of power.
People have become discontented
with both of the two main poli-
tical parties and the Liberals
have managed to exploit this
discontent.

The discontent centres around
the increasing cost of living.
Wages are buying less and less
and people can see no end to
the continuing inflation. It 1is
nothing unusual for governments
to lose bye-elections, but it
isn't so usual for the main op-
position to lose out so badly.
The Liberal Party are very ju-
bilant and now see their oppor-
tunity of seeking political
power. Their use of household
names might have assisted them,
but the mind boggles at what

nedy bro*thers were winrcing
their anti-communist spurs.

Even the Bernard Levins can
only cry "unfairness to Nixon!"
- as 1if Nixon hadn't got sub-
stantial pover on his side. The
sanctimonious goodress of the
invostigating committee with
Senator Ervin (South Carolina)
and his Biblical quotations
dulls the edge of conflict and
even the all-too human problems
of Anthony Ulasewicz, ex-detect-
ive turned uvnkr-cover paying
agen!, raised unearned laughs.

The one exception in report-
age (in the irexplicable ab-
sence of Norman Mailer) is Mary

McCarthy, the American novelist

whose "Watergate Diary" in the
Obtserver is much the best

coverage,

In her section for July 29th
covering the evidence of John D.
Ehrlichmann she writes:

"One arrives, then, at a mys-
tery. Who approved “utergate,
what couvld have been the object,
if not 'intelligence' of which
there was so little to be gath-
ered? Perhaps Watergate res-
ponded to a felt need on the

part of the Nixon circle, rath-

er than to an immediate utili-

could happen if all the parties
started to exploit national
images on any great scale.

Both Ely aad Ripon were trad-
itional rural Tory strongholds.
However, Labour did not manage
to make gains from the govern-
ment's unpopularity. The gov-
ernment's majority of 29 at the
general election 1is now down to
18. Mr. Heath has already
given his party a pep talk in
an effort to raise morale: "We
must as a government and as a
party meet the anxieties which
have been expressed and we must
act more energetically to put
our message across not just at
elections but all the time. We
must redouble our efforts to
deal effectively with the prob-
lems which worry people 1in
their daily lives."

Political parties are always
"redoubling their efforts" but

people's lives remain much the
same. Ordinary people are

AMERIGA'S TAPE-WORM

A need for total
control of the environment. The
model may be found in the East-

tarian goal?

err bloc countries. Listening
devices installed in offices,
hotels, homes, embessies there
serve no directly profitable
purpose but simply go on recor-
ding, like an endlessly playing
phonograph, furnishing employ-
ment to a vast labour force of
translators and file clerks.
The very purposelessness is
part of the point, since the
citizen can find no graspable,
identifiable reason for a bug
to be in his house; he just
guesses 1t 1s there and feels
apprehensive. We have now dis-
covered this same seeming pur-
poselessness in the White House
bugging system. The Nixon
crowd, whenever they approached
the President, have been under
constant surveillance."

These tapes are like a worm

in the body politic of America.
The tape-worm is a parasite
which enters the body from in-
fected meat and lives in the in-
testine. The worm may reach a
length of from six to twenty
feet and its presence causes

Continued on P.2 Col.l

LIBERAL SOFT GENTRE?

seeking more control over their
lives and the decisions that
affect them. The State and the
powerful companies lie outside
the influence of the electorate.

We have very little say or con-
trol over policies because
these policies are implemented
not for the benefit of people
but for the continuance of the
capitalist system. Voting-in
a Liberal government would not
change anything. The domina-
tion of the State would remain
anc companies would still make
profits from those who earn
wages. The whole money system
wculd remain and the cost of
living wculd always be too
high for most people to secure
their real needs. People
should have free access to the
means of life which they have
created. Anarchists want peo-
ple to reject authority and
build & society where we can
live karmoniously. To refuse

to vote is a small step in
that direction. P T








