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GHINA'S TORTUOUS ROAD

CHOU EN-LAI in his report to the
much-postponed and almost secret
tenth Party Congress finished
with a fine poetic quotation
from - who else but - Chairman
Mao: "The future is bright, the
road is tortuous”.

As to the bright future.
President Pompidcu is on his way
to China (Humanite's correspond-
ent has been refused a visa for
the visit); Chou has denounced
Russia's imperialism and warned
the West against her; there 1is
reported loose talk of a pre-
emptive strike by Chinaj; Lin
Piao, Mao's former confidant and
seeming successor has been ex-
punged from the records, the
Conference of Unaligned Nations
will be a little more aligned
with Russia than with Chinaj;
there are twenty-eight million
party members out of six hundred
million population (still a
minority!); +the recent army
coup in Afghanistan 1s thought
of as a Soviet threat to Mon-
golia; there is a possibility
that the National People's Con-

YET ANOTHER TUC Congress 1is
over and the bureaucrats and
the delegates have departed and
returned to their own respective
organisations. These annual
events at the seaside really
achieve very little for the
working class movement. Usually
they show up the differences of
opinion and interest which
exist between the unions. Such
a situation will exist as long
as the trade unions continue to
work within the framework of
the capitalist system. Each
trade union tries to get as
much for its members within
certain limitations that will
not force them into actual con-
flict with the government's
economic policies. Occasion-
ally conflicts do take place,
as with the miners last year,
but these are very much the
exception to the rule.

Because of the conflict of
interest at the point of pro-
duction, confrontations do
take place. These are usually
resolved by direct action by
the workers themselves without
the help of the official trade
unions.

gress may meet again soon (it
has not met since 1964); +the
disbanded (since the Cultural
Revolution) Youth League

may be reconstructed and hold

a national congress; trade 1s
building up in iron ore from
Australia, possibly butter from
the E.E.C., mining and techni-
colour equipment (for a bright
future?) from Britain, and China
1s 1nterested in oil prospecting
in the East China Sea; mean-
while China may be able to com-
pare notes with President Pompi-
dou on her bomb test and will
doubtless enjoy her United Na-
tions status. The future seems
brighter than a thousand suns to

quote somebody (not Chairman
Mao) on the bomb.

A tortuous road it certainly
has been, or as 1t might more
historically be put - a long
march. But that event in China's
history (which is the equivalent
of an old school tie) was in
itself tortuous since 1t was en-
dured to avoid encounters with
Chiang Kai Shek's Kuomintang

Instead of showing a united
movement of workers, the trade
unions create divisions and
antagonism between themselves.
The moderates versus the left-
wingers is mainly promoted by
the press to highlight the so-
called victories of the former.
But whichever resolution 1is
finally carried at Congress,
it will need action from the
membership to make the show of

hands successful. The TUC are
now committed to organise such
action in support of higher

old age pensions. Such action

1s long overdue, but the trade
unions and their members have
for too long been concerned
solely with their own narrow
interests. It is the widening
of these interests that should
separate the working class from
those who benefit from the
present system of exploitation.
However the trade unions in
this country have always played
the role described by Frederick
Rogers, leader of the Book-
binders union in 1894. He said:
"We shall enlarge the frontiers
of the State and control, so
far as a Government can control,
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forces, and was followed shortly
afterward by Moscow instructions
to co-operate with the Kuomin-
tang “v

The road of revolution in
China has certainly been tortu-
ous; 1t has keenly been watched
by those who hoped, and still
hope, for a social revolution
which will restore the dignity
and freedom of man. Many, be-
trayed and disappointed by the
Soviet Union have placed their
hopes and desires in Chinaj; but
in many cases this 1s mere
transference and the same be-
trayals and disappointments
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‘VE PICKED THE USUAL LEMON

THE DEAD WEIGHT OF THE STAIE

the power of the capitalist
over the labourer more and mort
But there must be an independ-
ent life within the State to
prevent Government becoming
tyranny, and the trade unions
will be chief among those who
shall call that independent
life into being."

The trade union leaders have
always sought the aid of the
State for the amelioration of
conditions for their members,
but their independence has
been threatened in recent
years. The successful oppo-
sition to the Labour Govern-
ment's "In Place of Strife"
did not prevent the Tories
bringing in similar legisla-
tion. The trade union leader-
ship feel safer when they are
seeking political reforms via
Parliament than when they are
leading their members into
action. When they do, they
are always apologetic and
defensive about the action
their members are taking.

Like management, they fear the
rank and file. They would

rather achieve their object-
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