
CHOU EN-LAI in his report to the 
much-postponed and almost secret 
tenth Party Congress finished 
with a fine poetic quotation 
from - who else but - Chairman 
Mao: ’’The future is bright, the
road is tortuous”.

As to the bright future.
President Pompidou is on his way 
to China (Humanite * s correspond­
ent has been refused a visa for 
the visit); Chou has denounced 
Russia’s imperialism and warned 
the West against her; there is 
reported loose talk of a pre­
emptive strike by China; Lin 
Piao, Mao’s former confidant and 
seeming successor has been ex­
punged from the records, the 
Conference of Unaligned Nations 
will be a little more aligned 
with Russia than with China; 
there are twenty-eight million 
party members out of six hundred 
million population (still a 
minority!); the recent army 
coup in Afghanistan is thought 
of as a Soviet threat to Mon­
golia; there is a possibility 
that the National People’s Con­

gress may meet again soon (it 
has not met since 1964); the 
disbanded (since the Cultural 
Revolution) Youth League 
may be reconstructed and hold 
a national congress; trade is 
building up in iron ore from 
Australia, possibly butter from 
the E.E.C., mining and techni- 
colour equipment (for a bright 
future?) from Britain, and China 
is interested in oil prospecting 
in the East China Sea; mean­
while China may be able to com­
pare notes with President Pompi­
dou on her bomb test and will 
doubtless enjoy her United Na­
tions status. The future seems 
brighter than a thousand suns to 
quote somebody (not Chairman 
Mao) on the bomb.

A tortuous road it certainly 
has been, or as it might more 
historically be put - a long 
march. But that event in China’s 
history (which is the equivalent 
of an old school tie) was in 
itself tortuous since it was en- 
dured to avoid encounters with 
Chiang Kai Shek’s Kuomintang

forces, and was followed shortly 
afterward by Moscow instructions 
to co-operate with the Kuomin­
tang ... ...

The road of revolution in
China has certainly been tortu­
ous; it has keenly been watched 
by those who hoped, and still 
hope, for a social revolution 
which will restore the dignity 
and freedom of man. Many, be­
trayed and disappointed by the 
Soviet Union have placed their 
hopes and desires in China; but 
in many cases this is mere 
transference and the same be­
trayals and disappointments
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WE’VE PICKED THE USUAL LEMON

THE DEAD WEIGHT OF THE STATE

*

IS

and
YET ANOTHER TUC Congress 
over and the bureaucrats 
the delegates have departed and 
returned to their own respective 
organisations. These annual 
events at the seaside really 
achieve very little for the 
working class movement. Usually 
they show up the differences of 
opinion and interest which 
,exist between the unions. Such 
a situation will exist as long 
as the trade unions continue to 
work within the framework of 
the capitalist system. Each 
trade union tries to get as 
much for its members within 
certain limitations that will 
not force them into actual con­
flict with the government's 
economic policies. Occasion­
ally conflicts do take place, 
as with the miners last year, 
but these are very much the 
exception to the rule.

Because of the conflict of 
interest at the point of pro­
duction, confrontations do 
take place. These are usually 
resolved by direct action by 
the workers themselves without 
the help of the official trade 
unions.

Instead of showing a united 
movement of workers, the trade 
unions create divisions and 
antagonism between themselves. 
The moderates versus the left­
wingers is mainly promoted by 
the press to highlight the so- 
called victories of the former. 
But whichever resolution is 
finally carried at Congress, 
it will need action from the 
membership to make the show of 
hands successful. The TUC are 
now committed to organise such 
action in support of ,higher 
old age pensions. Such action 
is long overdue, but the trade 
unions and their members have 
for too long been concerned 
solely with their own narrow 
interests. It is the widening 
of these interests that should 
separate the working class from 
those who benefit from the 
present system of exploitation. 
However the trade unions in 
this country have always played 
the role described by Frederick 
Rogers, leader of the Book­
binders union in 1894. He said: 
"We shall enlarge the frontiers 
of the State and control, so 
far as a Government can control, 

the power of the capitalist 
over the labourer more and mon 
But there must be an independ­
ent life within the State to 
prevent Government becoming 
tyranny, and the trade unions 
will be chief among those who 
shall call that independent 
life into being."

The trade union leaders have 
always sought the aid of the 
State for the amelioration of 
conditions for their members, 
but their independence has 
been threatened in recent 
years. The successful oppo­
sition to the Labour Govern­
ment's "In Place of Strife" 
did not prevent the Tories 
bringing in similar legisla­
tion. The trade union leader­
ship feel safer when they are 
seeking political reforms via 
Parliament than when they are 
leading their members into 
action. When they do, they 
are always apologetic and 
defensive about the action 
their members are taking. 
Like management, they fear the 
rank and file. They would 
rather achieve their object- 
ive s continued on Back Page



WHO WOH IN
NOW THAT the war in Vietmam has 
officially ended the fate of 
the Vietnamese people has 
ceased to concern the majority 
of the newspapers. The Ameri­
cans - and their erstwhile 
President, Nixon, have other 
worries.

The Left have ceased their*• 
agonizing postures about 
National Liberation but the 
problems of the people in Viet­
nam remain. The fickle press 
rarely gives us news of Viet­
nam but the Times on August 
30th had a story from its cor­
respondent Victoria Brittain 
in Saigon which aptly illus­
trates the veracity of the 
anarchist position.

Headed with a ’strap’
’’Saigon’s influence in country­
side wains as peasants move to 
communist areas" followed by 
the main headline "Vietnam 
farmers exploiting empty land" 
it says:
"As a result of thn diminished 
fighting since the ceasefire 
and of the growing economic 
crisis, South Vietnamese peas­
ants are beginning to cultivate 
uninhabited land in insecure 
areas at least semi-controlled 
by the communist Provisional 
Revolutionary Government (PRG)"

Victoria Brittain writes of 
four peasants 140 miles north 
of Saigon planning to take over 
forest areas and a tea-planta­
tion on behalf of 2,000 people, 
most of whom were woodmen, 
working in Communist-held 
forests- President Thieu a 
month ago announced an 'econo­
mic blockade of communist-held 
areas' and the communists have 
demanded that their customary 
tax of £1.75 for each cubic 
metre of wood taken from the 
forest now be paid in rice.

IN BRIEF
The London Dwarfs have started 
an indoor pamphlets/books stall 
and ’info’ centre - "The Moon­
fleet Truckers" - on communes, 
eco-action, etc. They will al­
so be handling craft goods at 
Stall No. 5 253 Portobello 
Road on Fridays and Saturdays.

Scientologists have issued a 
writ against the Metropolitan 
police commissioner alleging 
libel in a confidential Inter­
pol document and leaked to the 
German magazine Neue Revue
which published it in July.
They are also suing other 
police heads. Scientology 
stated that "Supra-national 
police should be under some 
governmental control - otherwise, 
unknown to the citizen, there is

From the ceasefire until now 
the tax had been paid half in 
rice and half in cash. The 
Thieu government have forbidden 
the peasants to carry with them 
more than a handful of rice. 
Batteries (obviously to pre­
vent radio-listening), sugar and 
medicines are also forbidden.
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Anyone who wants to buy more 
rice than his family needs must 
ask permission from the province 
chief. This will obviously lead 
to a deterioration of relations 
with the local communists be­
cause of their demand for rice 
- which is short - and the 
troops are obviously determined 
to live off the country.

The peasant will also clash 
with the Thieu Government be­
cause they intend to build huts 
and stay overnight in the fie Is 
fields and not ’commute’ from 
strategic hamlets assigned to
them. Abandoned land is being 
turned over to re-cultivation 
but the peasants complain of 
having to return to the hamlets.

Victoria Brittain says "The 
farmers of these provinces 
/near Saigon and Phuoc Tuy7 100 
miles apart illustrate Presi­
dent Thieu’s political vulnera­
bility in the countryside. For 
the country’s economy he needs 
to encourage the peasants to 
work as much new land as pos­
sible, but politically he can­
not afford to let them range
far into the fallow areas of* 
the countryside as this exposes 
them to cojnmunist influence."

We have been chided by former 
comrades for not choosing sides 
in Vietnam and thus leaving the 
peasant to his serfdom. We now 
see that, despite a ’victory’ 
for the N.L.F., ’his liberators’, 
the peasant is still between 
two mill-stones. T 

a secret police holding secret 
and possibly false data on law- 
abiding individuals and groups. 
Hitler's thought police come
true." It has been alleged, 
falsely it is claimed by scien­
tologists, that they have been 
involved in robbery, forgery 
and threats against persons 
making public statements against 
Scientology. The movement (for­
merly dianetics) had a recent 
letter published in the Observer 
giving the name of their perio­
dical as "Freedom" rather than 
its correct title Freedom through 
Scientology. The Observer failed 
to publish a correction sent by 
FREEDOM editors.

The Industrial Worker (U.S.) had 
a list of current boycotts inclu­
ding one of British goods because 
of Britain's repression in Nor­
thern Ireland. Managers of a
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Any book not in stock but in 
print can be supplied. Please 
add postage as in brackets. 

*The Beast of Property and the 
Social Monster : Two Essays by 
Johann Most £0.15 (3p)
Direct Action and Liberal Demo­
cracy, April Carter £1.40 (lOp) 

*The Doctrine of Anarchism of 
Michael A. Bakunin, Eugene 
Pyziur £1.10 (9p)

*An Anarchist-Communist Pro­
gramme , Union Anarchica Itali-
ana, Bologna 1920 £0.05 (3p)
The Necessity of Atheism, Percy 
Bysshe Shelley £0.01 (3p)

^Society of the Spectacle, Guy
Debord £0.45 (5p)

*The Right to Be Lazy, Paul 
Lafargue £0.40 (4p)

*The Rejection of Politics and 
Other Essays, George Woodcock

£3.50 (I5p)
Anarchism, George Woodcock

£0.50 (lOp) 
*Sex-Pol : Essays 1929-1934, 
Wilhelm Reich £1.50 (9p)
Reich Speaks of Freud, Wilhelm 
Reich £1.00 (l5p)
The Anarchists in the Russian 
Revolution, ed. by Paul Avrich 

£1.35 (I2p)
*Einma Goldman - A Tribute, 
Charles A. Madison £0.30 (3p)

*Anarchy and Order, Herbert Read 
£1.25 (I5p) 

*The Utopian Vision of Charles 
Fourier, ed. by Jonathan Beecher 
& Richard Bienvenu £1.75 (l5p) 

*Roots of Revolution : Populist 
movements in Nineteenth Century 
Russia, Franco Venturi

£2.00 (25p) 
*La.w the Supporter of Crime, 
Peter Kropotkin £0.06 (3p)

BADGES from SRAF (U.S.A.): 
"Anarchy" - black star on red 
background. "U.S. Out of North 
America". Each lOp, post 3p. 

*Denotes title published in the 
United States.
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British grocery chain have denied 
boycotting Irish (Free State) 
Kerrygold butter but nevertheless 
the price has dropped by at least 
2p a pound.

International Computers Ltd., su 
subsidized by the British Govern­
ment, has sold a £200,000 computer 
to South Africa's Bantu Admini­
stration and Development depart­

ment for use in the mainten­
ance of apartheid's pass
system.___________ Sancho Panza .




