GOAL IN THE BALLOT BOKX?

AS WE GC to press it is possible
‘that Mr. Heath will play his
trump card to solve all our en-
ergy and economic problems at a
stroke. He will go to the coun-
try, submit the resignation of
'his government 10 the queen or,
in short, admit his pclicy has
failed and that, backed up by
confidence of some of tle elect-
crate he could try all over ag-
ain —— with almost the same
policies!

It is quite urlikely that the
miners - or the Arab sheikhs -
will be impressed with this bid
for popularity. It is unlikely
to dig an ounce more of coal or
squeeze out a pint more oil for
our money but it is the kind of
grand emply gesture that passes
for political wisdom.

On the cther side of the house
Mr. Wilson tecc waits for his
hour to come rouvnd again. His
return to office will perform
no miracle save for a little
more honeymoon overtures to a
more tractable Trade Union move-
ment - however the unions have
not forgotten Barbara Castle's
"Tn Place of Strife" and what
will Wilson do for an 1ncomes

OUR COMRADE Salvador Puig has
been sentené¢ed to death. If
General Franco gives the go-
ahead for this judicial murder
Salvador Puig will die before a

firing squad.

He is an active member of the
resistance against fascism 1in
Spain and as such he pcses a
real threat to the dictatorship,
which has ruled since 1939. The
fascists will be crying out for
revenge following the assassina-
tion of Admiral Luis Carrero
Blanco.

In order to save Salvador
Puig's life it is necessary for
an internatioral campaign of
protest and action to deter the
Franco regime from taking his
l1ife.

Salvador Puig was captured
following a shoot-out with armed
police during a bank robber last
year. No doubt as usual the re-
gime will claim that he was mere-
ly a "bandit". Needless to say,
the bank robbery was not for per-
sonal gain but in order to raise
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policy?

The miners are tough, they
have not forgotten the betrayal
by the Trade Unions in 1926 when
they were left to fight on alone.
Or the mirage of rationalization
.and the wholesale closing down
of pits and the switch to o1l-
fuels which marked the Labour
government's term of office.

The propaganda for the next
electior has beer well-placed
beforehand - as usual. Whose
finger is cn the controls? Are
the unions to have the power
over the electorate or 1is the
democratically elected govern-
ment? KEvery delay by a union so
that the democratic process may
be seen to operate 1s taken as
'evasion'. Swift dictatorial
decisions by the government are
taken as 'firmness' -- no mat-
ter bow muddled! The waspish
rejection by Mr. Barber (perso-
nally) of the Trade Unions'
slightly sham and shop-worn
olive branch was immediately re-

‘pudiated by Mr. Heath who tock a

more urbane step in taking seri-
ously the doubts of the Cornfeder-
ation of British Industry.
Ultimately it was disclosed that
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urgently needed funds to continue
the struggle for freedom.

ALL SERENE IN SPAIN?

The blasting of Carrero Blanco,
the trial and sentences of "the
Carabancel Ten'", accused of being
members of the illegal "Comisi-
ones Obreras", the heavy jail and
death sentences i1mposed on mem-
bers of M.I.L. (Movimiento Iberi-
co Libertario) are, among others,
indications that the fascist re-
gime 1s far frocm being 1deologi-
cally accepted by the Spanish
people. To days after the death
of Carrero Blanco, La Vanguardia
Espanola - the staunch fascist
paper - felt obliged to print an
editorial, "Serenity", in which it
acknowledges that 'it cannot be
denied that the assassination of
the Admiral Carrero Blanco is a
grave political attack that falls
over the country which i1s facing
future circumstances which do
not appear easy.' Paying tribute
to the loyalty of the Spanish in-
stitutions (the fascist ones of

course) the same editorial con-
gratulates the leaders_ of the

Vol. 3% NoaD
17 January, 19T;Lf

the offer of the T.U.C. not 1o
mention the miners' "special
case'" as a reason for wage 1in-
creases was never mentioned to
the niners.

Meanwhile, all the cld stuff .
abcut reds under the bed - or in
the bed - 1s being dusted off
from other elections and Mr.
Heath's sole comfort (if he needs
one) is a Daily Mail opinion poll
On his own right flank Enoch
Povell is going round saying "I
told you so" as the deflationary
cuts in the Social Services bite
home.

As an election it promises to
be a little livelier than the
last one but it will not, what-
ever the result, bring one more
ton of coal out of the ground.
This car only be done by the min-
ers, and can only be dore by rec-
ognizing the miners' social weorth
which, in this imperfect world
and society, can orly unfortun-
ately be done by cash payments
whkich are an unsatisfactory sub-
stitute for recognition of the
danger, disease and artificially
created degradation of the miner.

Jack Robinson.
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Nation for having shown serenity
in the face of this attack. "No-
thing wculd have been more justi-
fied than some moments of dis-
orientation and vaccilation,

some_gestures of inquietude,
nervousness or vain caused by
this criminal act. Such react-
1ion would have been extremely

dangerous."

It is clear now that the fas-
cist regime did fear serious
troubles caused by the violent
death of Carrero Blanco. Again,
in the same editorial, .La Van-
guardia Espanola went out of

its way to state: "...the brutal
disappearance of this essential
piece of our political system
did not produce the institution-
al and political commotion that
we had feared."

The Spanish fascists know
bet%er than anybody else that
opposition to their regime 1s
serious and stronger than ever.
This editorial, full of praise
for those who rallied around
Franco lets it clearly trans-
pire that the regime expected
troubles from the anti-fascist
forces. (Why these foreces
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