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THE SOLE VIRTUE of this election 
is its brevity. In the words 
of Thomas Hobbes (talking abort 
something entirely different) it 
is ’nasty, solitary, brutish and 
short’. Its nastiness is inhe­
rent in its cheap opportunism, 
in its schoolboy slapstick; it 
is solitary in its complete iso­
lation from anything connected 
with human life, Lt Jias its sol­
itary moment of truth in the 
polling booth when one can real­
ise (usually too late) what a 
farce it all is; it is brutish 
in its frank appeals to our 
beiser instincts and its back- 
stage ’survival of the fittest’ 
deals.

Its shortness was rendered 
possible only because the energy 
crisis., which it is claimed gave 
it birth (or death?) developed 
more quickly than the minds of 
power-seeking politicians could 
work out the odds. Is the re­
flection of a bone I see in the 
water better than the bone I 
have in my mouth? I might pos­
sibly finish up with two bones.

This shortness of the election 
has made it even more urgent to 
find a theme on which to base 
the election, a theme which, 
preferably, has no relation to 
any living person or issue. The 
Conservatives, overestimating 
the voters' patriotism, chose 
"Who Governs Britain?" but that 

question has some rather distur­
bing factual answers, and the 
bogey-stories that worked just 
after the 1939-45 war will not 
work again -- short of a last- 
minute scare-story like the 
Zinoviev letter or the Post- 
Off ice -Servings annexation which 
worked well in the past.

There have been attempts tc 
swing the focus of the election 
onto the cost of living, this 
has driven the Conservatives to 
their refuge in the <T,dmittedly 
increased cost (and shortage) of 
world food supplies. Now, as we 
go to press, the focus has shif­
ted to the question of oil - not 
of course the world shortage ~ 
but how to exploit Britain’s 
(Scotland's) assumed potential 
glut of oil in the North Sea, 
leased out at some pittance to 
private enterprise and fore­
doomed, as some would have it, 
by nationalization.

The realization by both, or 
all three, parties that they 
have little to offer the voters 
but further misery has modera­
ted some of the promises but 
remedies for this necessary 
initial pain are still on offer...

The whole election has an even 
more positive affirmation of its 
irrelevance. The topics and 
problems it covers are not sol­
uble by political methods. The

''I'M SORRY, my horny-handed old 
proles--but in the National Int- 
erest we must reduce your stand­
ard of living to improve out_own. '' 

topics and problems it slioul d 
cover are ignored, which is pro­
bably just as well for they, too, 
are not soluble by political 
methods.

Voting itself is counter-revo­
lutionary. As an institution it 
bases itself upon the wishes of 
the majority who can be coerced 
by the mass-media into voting 
upon issues and into returning 
individuals to vote upon issues 
upon which neither they nor 
their constituents have any real 
knowledge or experience. As an 
additional hazard, the party 
system is interpcsed between the 
M.P., the elector and any effec- 
tiveness, so that whatever votes 
are cast, are for a party rather 
than an individual.
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Twenty Four Hour Picket of Spanish Embassy
THE LIFE OF OUR COMRADE SALVADOR FUIG ANTICH IS NOW IN EXTREME DANGER and it is up to all of us regardless

of political affiliation, opinions and personal squabbles to ensure that the world, but mainly the fascist

dictator Franco hear our vehement protest against the confirmation end the possible execution of the death 

sentence on the person of Salvador Puig Antich.

The Spenish fascists are screaming for blood in order to avenge the death of Carrero Blanco. We cannot 
allow one of our comrades to be the scapegoat of "justice" in Spain. Last Friday, the Supreme Military 
Court of Barcelona confirmed the death sentence and on Friday 22nd February, Salvador Puig Antich's "base" 
will be presented to the Spanish Cabinet, headed by France, in order to receive the final decision — 
death or life !!!

Our weekly FREEDOM, the Centro Iberico and Black Cross could not fail to participate in this non-sectarian 
24-Hours Picket to be held in front of the Spanish Embassy (24 Belgrave Square, London SW1) starting on 
the evening of THURSDAY 21st FEBRUARY. At the time cf going to press we are unable to give further infor­
mation. As soon as you read this, please 'phone us (01-247 9249) Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Monday 6-9 pm; 
other days 10 a.m.-6 p.m. to know the latest news on this initiative of solidarity with SALVADOR PUIG 
ANTICH. Remember...his life depends on the international protest movement against the barbaric and 
nauseating death sentence being carried out.

If Salvador Puig Antich dies it is because we have failed to force Franco to commute his death sent­
ence. So ALL AT THE SPANISH EMBASSY THURSDAY THE 21st.

Claude.



The Latest information received 
by the_ ’Comite de Soutien et
Verite aux Emprisonne s de 
Barce Ione*

The Supreme Military Council 
met on Monday, 11 Feb., a dos­
sier concerning Salvador Puig 
in its hands, and later in or*- 
der to pronounce on the dea.th 
sentence passed by the Barcel­
ona Military Tribunal.

The Council sits behind 
closed doors. It may, if it 
wishes, summon the accused’s 
lawyer, but the accused him­
self has no right to be pres­
ent. It can either confirm 
the sentence, which will then 
be passed on to General Franco 
and the Council of Ministers 
for confirmation; or it can 
annul the death sentence and 
substitute another, or, finally, 
order a retrial.
/see front page - since this 
report., the death sentence has 
been confirmed by the Tribunal?

On 8 January, Salvador Puig 
was judged by Council of War 
and condemned for two crimes: 
armed bank robbery, with Jose 
Luis Pons.Llobetj and presumed 
murder of a policeman in the 
course cf an exchange of shots 
at the time of his arrest. By 
Spanish law the first crime 
comes under a Military Tribunal, 
the second a civil one, and for 
this crime the death penalty 
cannox be inflicted. However, 
these two crimes were judged 
together, although according 
to the military code crimes 
not directly connected cannot 
be judged together unless the 
court (article 5) decides 
otherwise.

For the death of the police 
inspector the lawyer was not 
able to obtain an expert wit­
ness for the defence. All the 
members of the Tribunal, being 
soldiers, are considered to be 
experts on ballistics. Though 
the court was entirely composed 
of soldiers one of them was a 
lawyer also. The counsel for 
the defence, although a law­
yer, does not have to be a 
soldier also, as formerly. In 
the case of Puig and Pons 
Llobet both were civilians. 
They could do nothing after 
sentence had been passed ex­
cept to make a statement that 
there was no connection between 
the two crimes of Salvador Puig 
and that there should be a 
fresh trial of the two crimes 
separately, and that the death 
sentence could not legally be 
passed in this case.

Salvador Puig is in good 
health and his morale is high. 
He can see his family twice a 
week. But the rest of the 
time he is kept in solitary 
confinement and subjected to a 

complete search every six hours. 
His lawyer can visit him every 
day. He has the right to read 
books. He does not deny what 
he has done, nor any of the 
declarations published by the 
M.I.L. until his arrest.

When Oriol Soler and, once 
again J. L. Pons Llobet appear 
before the Council of War, ac­
cused of two attacks on banks

prosecutor will only ask for 
thirty-year sentences, but he 
may ask for the death penalty 
for both. Since they made use 
of their arms when arrested, 
fortunately without wounding 
anyone, the prosecutor can ask 
for an additional twelve years, 
which would make 42 years for 
Soler and 72 for Pons, already 
condemned to 30 years in January.

This second trial of the MIL 
will probably take place in 
early March. It will follow 
closely the trial of the wor­
kers arrested in the March, 
1973, demonstrations.

There will be a third trial 
of the M.I.L. where again Pons 
Llobet will appear, and Emilio 
Pardinas, Santiago Soler and 
F. Javier Garriga. The date is 
unknown.

There was a complete black­
out for the first three months 
on the political nature of the 
crimes. Once the trial was 
announced the press began to 
mention it, and while it was 
in progress gave the maximum 
amount of information possible 
in such a repressive climate. 
Demonstrations and acts of so 
solidarity were also given 
publicity. Spanish broadcasts 
of the French and British 
radio are listened to mainly 
in politically enlightened 
circles.

On Thursday, 9th January, 
there was a demonstration of 
about 1,000 people in Barce­
lona, and another in Bilbao, 
as well as sabotage of monu­
ments to dead pro-Franco civil 
war heroes, some bombs in 
Catalonia and perhaps in the 
Basque country. Lawyers in 
Barcelona and Madrid, also 
doctors, engineers and archi­
tects made collective pro­
tests, which were not covered 
in the national press. Many 
Spaniards sent telegrams of 
protest to General Franco and 
the Prime Minister, M. Arias 
Navarro.

BUT IT IS PROTESTS FROM 
ABROAD WHICH ARE CONSIDERED 
DECISIVE. They must be inten­
sified. The new Spanish gov­
ernment, much tougher than the 
preceding one, is little known

yet abroad. It wants to join 
the Common Market, but knows 
that its future in Europe dep­
ends on creating a good imp­
ression now. It is hoped that 
pressure from abroad may save 
Salvador Puig and the others 
from the'death penalty.

However, even if not execu­
ted, the prisoners may be sub­
jected to an inhuman regime, 
form of slow execution. This 
has already happened to seve­
ral who were "reprieved" after 
the Burgos trial. Contact and 
support must therefore be kept 
up.

The prisoners are anarchists 
or Communists of the Left. 
They do not want to be helped 
as a matter of charity, or 
used as propaganda for any 
cause, even that of M.I.L. If 
their attitude is more diffi­
cult to explain aid understand 
than that of others (like the 
Basques of E.T.A. or that of 
the Workers’ Commission) it is 
not because of the murder of 
the policeman. It is because 
of the attacks on banks, for 
an attack on a bank shocks 
people far more than the death 
of a man.

The authorities have used 
this to isolate the men from 
public sympathy.

Those who wish to protest 
should send their telegrams 
and letters to:

1. General Franco,
El Pardo, Madrid

2. Sr. Arias Navarro, 
President of the Govern­
ment, Madrid.

It would also be a good idea 
to write to the accused in 
Spanish, some harmless words 
that would nevertheless break 
their isolation; for example, 
"Recuerdos", "Saludos afectuo- 
sos", "No te olvidamos", etc. 
Begin with Salvador Puig in 
view of his immediate peril. 
His address is:

Carcel Modelo*
people 
Paris:

Four
ted in
Claud Torres; 
Pierre Roger,
councel is Maitre J 
Felice,
Paris 8eme 
not to be feared

X. Apartado Oficial de Correos
No. 20. 

, Barcelona.* *
have been arres- 
Moreno; Jean-
Michel Camilleri;
Their defence 

J. de
17 avenue de Massine, 

Extradition is
These four 

were preparing an action of 
solidarity which, say the pol­
ice, would have been an attack 
on an airplane of Iberian
Airways.
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Aidgate East underground station 
Whitechapel Art Gallery exit 
and turn right - Angel Alley 
next to Wimpy Bar.

Anarchism and Anarcho-Syndicalign 
Rudolf Rocker 20p post 4p

US 65c post free 
About Anarchism, What Anarchists 
Believe, How Anarchists Differ... 
Nicolas Walter 12^p post 3p

US 40c post free 
A B C of Anarchism, Alexander 
Berkman 25p post 4p

US 75c post free

Lessons of the Spanish Revolution 
V. Richards cloth £1.50 $4.00 

paper £0.75 $2.00 
post 15p p.f.

The State : Its Historic Role 
P. Kropotkin 20p post 4p

US 65c post free

List of other titles including 
annual vols. Selections from 
’'Freedom" 1954-64; back issues 
ANARCHY 1961-70 &c. on request.

Any book not in stock but in 
print can be supplied. Please 
add postage as in brackets.

Anarchy in Action, Colin Ward 
£1.75 (7p) 

*Paths in Utopia, Martin Buber 
£1.05 (9p) 

*Rebel America: The Story of 
Social Revolt in the U.S.A., 
Lillian Symes & Travers 
Clement £1.75 (l9p)
Tolstoy : The Discovery of 
Peace, R. V. Sampson (on Tol­
stoy, Herzen, Proudhon et al) 

£3.50 (I9p) 
Franco's Prisoner, Miguel 
Garcia £2.25 (l2p)
The Spanish Labyrinth, Gerald 
Brenan £1.90 (l2p)
The Good Soldier Svejk and his 
fortunes in the Great War, 
Jaroslav Hasek, in an unabr.
tr. by Cecil Parrott 
Survival Scrapbook No. 5 : 
Energy, Stefan A. Szczelkun

£1.50 (I9p) 
*Arsenal 2 : Surrealist Sub­
version, ed. Franklin Rosemont 

£0.90 (9p) 
*Anarchism, Jo Labadie 15p(4p) 

t

BARGAIN BASEMENT:

Message of a Wise Kabouter, Rod 
van Duyn on Peter Kropotkin

£0.15 (5p) 
(Publ. at 75p. We can give 
trade terms on this title.) 

tdenotes title published in USA

SEND SAE (9” x 4”) for full list 
of titles carried 
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Although the election has 
been called "tough” and 

tinental level has been re­
placed by monopolies. The State 
is part and parcel of the 
monopoly and only serves the 
interests of increased exploi­
tation and profit of these mul­
tinational corporations. If 
these corporations’ profits and 
power are threatened then the 
State will give them every as­
sistance. This can mean legis­
lation like the Industrial Re­

THE TORY ELECTION slogan "Firm, 
but Fair" is all part- of their 
campaign to create an illusion 
that they are a party of com­
monsense people with "moderate" 
views. They are casting the 
Labour Party as "extremists" 
and supporters of illegal 
action.

"dirty", really it is being 
fought on a lie. Mr. Heath 
is posing as the defender of 
"democracy" when really his 

lations Act, Special Branch 
surveillance of militants, 
phone tapping, and military 
intervention like we have seen 

use of the lie is bordering on 
fascism. If he repeats the 
lie often enough then some 
people are sure to believe it. 
Compared with other Tory gov­
ernments since the war, Mr. 
Heath’s has in fact been the 
most extreme. His Industrial 
Relations Act was a direct 
attempt to bring State inter­
vention into the affairs of 
the trade union movement. His 
party claims that the miners’ 
strike is a political strike 
but in fact is has been the 
government who have made 
strikes political. But man­
agements have relied more and 
more on the State to prop up 
the system. To combat the 
current inflation the Tories 
have reversed their policies 
and have used what they at one 
time called "socialist cont­
rols" in order to manage the 
economy and keep workers' de­
mands under control.

at London Airport.

Our "democracy" is supposed 
to be based on the "freedom of 
the individual", and this in 
turn is a basic tenet of the 
so-called "free world". The 
miners' dispute started as a
ban on overtime, and this nor-.,

1 mal working decision led to a < 
fuel crisis. Because every­
thing in our society has a 
price tag placed upon it the 
mines were allowed to run
down. Equally, our transport 
system is in chaos, not be­
cause of the train drivers' 
recent action but because 
there are just not enough wor­
kers willing to work at these 
rotten jobs. We see from this 
how important people working 
in productive jobs and serv­
ices really are, and when they 
withdraw their labour, b5r just 
ban overtime, it causes econo­
mic chaos.

None of this has anything to 
do with socialism, if by that 
word we mean the substitution 
of co-operative for competit­
ive production. But socialism 
also means that individual 
freedom should be subordinated 
to the interests of the commu­
nity. With the concentration 
of industry into giant corpor­
ations, the competitive ele­
ment at national and even con-

If this is so, all the poli­
ticians, the heads of industry 
and all the hangers-on are not 
necessary to create the goods 
and provide the services for 
the needs of the community. We 
should sweep these parasites 
aside, instead of voting for 
new political masters, and 
take over.our places of work 
and create a free society.

P.T.

PRESS FUND

Contributions 7-13 February

WOLVERHAMPTON: B.L, £3.75; 
CHICHESTER: P.B. £2.37; LONDON 
SE26: J.B. £2.03; CAPRONA: R.P. 
25p; LONDON El: J.R.B. £2.75, 
OBERLIN, Ohio: D.M. £4; HART­
LEPOOL: F.A.W. £2.53; HARTFIELD: 
O.M. £5; CAMBRIDGE, Mass.: R.D. 
£1.75; CAMBRIDGE: J.P.H. £1.75; 
ANTWERP: M.S. lip; WOLVERHAMP­
TON: J.L. 40p; J.K.W. lOp; 
ACCRINGTON: C.R. 37p; CHEAM: 
O.L.L. 37p; LONDON E.4.: S. & 
A.G. 50p; BISHOP AUCKLAND:
M.-R.B. 37p; MANCHESTER: C.F. 
50p; SUNDERBY, Sweden: L.W, £1.

TOTAL: £29.90
Prev. acknowledged : £337.89

TOTAL TO DATE : £367.79
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STRONG ARM OF THE LAW

Mr.Jan Pearce, a court usher 
in Plymouth, had his arm bro­
ken when he volunteered for a 
courtroom demonstration of an 
arm hold used by a P.C. Stables 
to restrain prisoners.

Mr. Pearce said: "Constable 
Stables took hold of my left 
arm and we heard a crack. He 
asked me if I had torn my shir 
shirt and I said: 'Torn my 
shirt? You’ve broken my arm’."

P.C. Stables said: "I’m very 
sorry it happened. I was under 
the impression that Mr. Pearce 
was trying to make it as real­
istic as possible by posing as 
an unco-operative prisoner and 
keeping his arm stiff."

We do not know the verdict in 
the assault case being heard at 
the time! T.P.




