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Price Sisters

"MY DAUGHTERS will now die. It 
is damnable. There is no chance 
they will call off their action 
on the basis of long term prom­
ises."

These are the words of Mr. 
Albert Price, father of the 
Price sisters, when he heard 
that Mr. Jenkins, the Home Sec­
retary, had refused to transfer 
the girls to a prison in North 

’em Ireland.

The Price sisters were con­
victed of the bombings outside 
the Old Bailey in March 1973. 
When they received sentence at 
Winchester on 14 November last 
year, they declared their inten­
tion of going on hunger strike 
until they were allowed to 
serve their terms of imprison­
ment in Northern Ireland. Until 

WATCHING THE
A PARTIAL victory has been won 
at the police flats in Stock- 
well where a group of us have 
been squatting since January.

We had demanded that Lambeth 
council buy the flats from the 
owners (the police) with us in 
occupation and that they take

PLAIN CLOTHES POLICEMAN (blown up)

12 May they had been "co-opera­
ting with the prison doctors who 
were feeding them artificially 
through a tube". This co-oper­
ation allowed the tubes to be 
placed down their throats. They 
then withdrew this "co-opera­
tion" and had to be carried, 
struggling, from their cells 
and held down while being fed. 
The doctors, after five days, 
decided that it was too danger­
ous to carry on this forced 
feeding as the girls could eas­
ily choke to death. Since then 
they have had only water.

It is forecast that they could 
both be dead within this week. 
They are already extremely weak 
and even intravenous drip feed­
ing needs co-operation, which

Continued on Page 6

WATCHERS
us over as tenants, thereby sol­
ving both our homelessness and 
the problem of the police flats 
which were to be left empty for 
another two years.

The council are now going a- 
head with the purchase but 
have said that they cannot re­
house us as tenants as we would 
be accused of jumping the queue. 
However they did agree to give 
the eight families short-life 
property if the single poeple 
found their own accommodation;..

After much discussion and near­
ly four weeks behind barricades, 
we decided to accept the propo­
sals only on the following con­
ditions:
1) That we are provided with 

property of not less than 9
months’ life.
2) That the? houses are all wind 

and watertight, up to public
health standards and with all 
the services connected.
3) That we have the right to re­

ject anything that does not
comply with point (2).
4) That the council will give 

us one month’s notice when
they require the houses for de­

molition and will give us fur­
ther short-life property when 
we move.out

5) That council tenants are
moved in to the police flats 

as we move out, otherwise we 
will re-squat the block.
6) That we will be included in 

a new "temporary accommoda­
tion" category if such is in­
troduced by the council in June. 
(This will abolish all bed and 
breakfast accommodation and 
give homeless people the right 
to short-life council property 
instead.)

THE COUNCIL have accepted all 
these conditions. We will be 
responsible for maintaining and 
repairing the houses, as an 
association which the council 
will recognise.

* It may be of interest to 
! ! other squatters to learn
that during the building of 
our barricades we were watched 
by the "robinson crusoe" charac­
ter in the picture and an accom­
plice in a dark suit who saw the 
camera and withdrew. Later on, 
as the eviction date grew near­
er, a young man with long hair 
and glasses, who had been seen 
hanging around before, took a 
photograph of one of the barri­
cades on the front door, and 
hurried off when challenged.

Never mind, we are watching 
the watchers. v o

"EXCUSE ME, SIR — BUT ARE YOU 
A CATHOLIC OR A PROTESTANT ?"



two strikes which may be said 
to have changed history. The 
Miners’ strike which caused the

The ’wild-cat’ strike is a 
phenomenon which takes place 
spontaneously and hence cannot 

Heath government to resign 
through over-confidence and 
last week’s Protestant strike 
which destroyed the power set­
up worked out in the Sunning- 
dale agreement on Northern Ire­
land.

The theory of the general 
strike as an agency for social 
change has been by-passed and a 
BBC commentator at the begin­
ning of the Ulster strike 
sneered at the concept of the 
'Sorellian strike’. Sorel him­
self is one of the great unread, 
and almost unreadable, and has 
suffered much in reputation 
from an intellectual link with 
the theoretical side of Fascism 
Indeed, Sorel’s labelling of 
the General strike as a ’myth’

be catered for by any improve­
ment in union bargaining machi­
nery. Sociologists who have 
investigated wild-cat strikes 
have come to the conclusion 
that they happen spontaneously 
—they cannot come to any for­
mula to solve the problem (as 
they put it).

It has become obvious over 
the years that the General 
strike is not just a theory or 
a ’myth’ as Sorel described it. 
As industry and the state be­
come more complex they become 
more vulnerable. As capitalis­
tic combines become more gigan­
tic and production is spread 
out over the country, product­
ion becomes more easily under­
mined .

did much to add to the intel­
lectual confusion.

There seem to be two defini­
tions of the term ’general 
strike’; the first is a des­
cription of any strike for a 
political, not an economic or 
industrial purpose; secondly, 
the General strike which was a 
universal or nation-wide strike 
of all workers.

The Chartists included in 
their aims the Grand National

The victories of the miners 
and the Protestants have shown 
that victory is possible by such 
methods as a general strike for 
non-economic purposes. It is 
perfectly true that the strike 

is just a method or a weapon and 
it has no relation to the aims 
of the strike. Strikes have been 
held for the most reactionary 
purpo ses.

Holiday which was an Utopian 
concept; Jack London also 
wrote an Utopian story, The 
Dr^am of Debs which carried 
over the idea in the terms of 
the Industrial Workers of the 
World. This idea has long been 
a fundamental theory of the IWW 
and the concept is that every 
little strike is a rehearsal 
for the General Strike, and it 
is obvious that the majority 
of strikes do implant in the 
worker an idea of his strength.

It is also becoming obvious 
that the trade unions are becom 
ing more and more conservative 
and they play politics depending 
upon which party is in power. 
Their achievements for the wor­
kers, and they have been many, 
were just part of the crumbs of 
capitalism. The trade unions 
will never admit that the whole 
cake belongs to the workers. 
Even racketeering unionists like 
Jimmy Hoffa secure . some conces­
sions (at a percentage) for their

In recent years with the 
growth in power of the trade­
unions the strike has become 
more formal and more bureau­
cratically organized, and con­
cerned largely with economic 
and industrial questions. Sorel 
in his Reflections on Violence 
works it Q-ut that the success 
of the bureaucratic unions in 
negotiating wage claims through 
strikes conveyed to the workers 
the idea that the employers 
were more vulnerable to the 
strike method than they seem. 
Such is the rigidity of the un­
ions and the universal apprehen­
sion to keep strikes 'non-poli- 
tical’ that the temptation to 
strike for aims other than.eco­
nomic still persists.

members.

The achievement of economic 
aims is insufficient and with 
trade unions becoming more and 
more part of the power system, 
the use of the strike as a method 
of social change becomes more and 
more necessary.

Jack Robinson.

*Leo Tolstoy: The Law of Love and the Law of 
Violence paper £ 0,95 (9p)
William Morris, His Life, Work and Friends 
Philip Henderson £0.90 (9p)
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Aidgate East underground station, Whitechapel 
Art Gallery exit and turn right - Angel Alley 
next to Wimpy Bar.

§§ NEW in the Anarchist Classics series

ERRICO MALATESTA: Anarchy in a new 
translation from the Italian original. 54pp. 
25p (post 4p) USA 75$ post free.

About Anarchism, what anarchists believe, 
how anarchists differ..., N ico 1 as Wa I ter 
12 p (post 3p) USA 75$ post free

Anarchism and Anarcho-Syndicalism, R u do I f 
Rocker. 20p (post 4p) USA 65$ post free

Lessons of the Spanish Revolution, Vernon 
Richards, cloth £ 1.50 paper 75p Post I5p 

USA " $4.00 ” $2.00 post free

The State, Its Historic Role, Peter Kropotkin 
20p (post 4p) USA 65$ post free

Neither East Nor West, selected writings of 
M.-L. Bemeri .from 1939 to 1948 
30p (post 7p) USA 90$ post free

*
List of our other titles, including annual vols 
Selections from "Freedom" 1954-1964 and 
available back issues ANARCHY 1961 -1970 
on request.
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BOOIKSIHIOIP open Tues.-Fri. 2-6 p.m. 
(Thursdays until 8.00 p.m.) 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Please add postage as in brackets with order. 
Any book not in stock but in print can be 
supplied.

* Murray Bookchin: The Myth of City Plan-
ning ("Liberation" Sep?Oct 1973) £ 0.40(6p) 
*Alexander Herzen: My Past & Thoughts, ed. 
by Dwight Macdonald £ 6.50 (28p)

Alex Comfort: What Rough Beast'# 0.15 (4p) 
Leonardo Bettini: Bibliografia del I 'Anarch- 

ismo Vol. 1 Part I. Italian Language Perio- 
diZ^ls 1872-1971 £ 4.00(28p)
*Emma Goldman: My Disillusionment in Russia 

£ 1.50(1 Op)
* Herbert Read: Anarchy & Order: Essays in
Politics £ 1.50(1 Op)

Leo Tolstoy: The Slavery of our Times
£ 0.25 Gfr) 

*Diversion I - Situationist Magazine USA 
£ 0.75 (6p) 

*William Godwin: Caleb WilliaT2.25(l2p)
William Morris: Selected Writings & Designs 
ed. Asa Briggs t 0.90 (9p)

*Leo Tolstoy: The Law of Love & The Law of

‘Poster: Joe Hill 33" x 24", Lino cut, black 
& white , £ I including post & packing

Postcards Sacco & Vanzetti and Joe Hill. 
Each in pkts of I doz. assorted colours. 
30p per pkt. including postage.

*denotes title published in USA

Please send SAE 9' x 4’ for full list of titles 
carried.




