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- YOU'RE HERE FOR PUNISHMENT

A '"DO-GOODER' friend of ours
involved in the rehabilitation
of prisoners by art passed on
to us a memorandum from the Home
Office proclaiming 'changes in
prison rules'.

The first 'improvement' is the
abolition of the bread and water
diet as punishment. Needless to
say other punishments, such as
loss of remission, restriction
of association, are retained.

Secondly, the Home Office in-
forms my friend that the powers

of the prison governor to 'awamrd'

stoppage of earnings or forfeit-
ure of remission for a discipli-

nary offence are increased from

fourteen to twenty-eight days.
Before this, the monopoly pow-
ers of the Governor were sub-
stituted for by the oligarchi-
cal powers of the Visiting
Committee.

One effect of the stoppage of
earnings as a punishment was to
slow up the prisoners' work-
stint. No pay - no work. The
ever-cunning Home Office pro-

claimed "that stoppages of earn-

ings for a given period to be
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modified so that smaller deduc-
tions are made each day over a
longer period." "This means,"
says the Home Office, "that
while he 1is serving the award
/i.e. being punished/ a priso-
ner will be able to retain an
interest in the level of his
earnings and to have an induce-
ment to work harder so as to
increase the amount of money
available to him." The big
stick and the sliced carrotl!

To go with this wild orgy of
reform -- the experiment of re-
laxing censorship of letters 1is
being considered! Letters het-
ween 'visitors and their friends'
will have censorship relaxed.
(Did you know that you couldn't
write to someone in prison whom
you didn't know before sentence?
Recently a letter was returned
by the Home Office on these
grounds.) However the censor
ship is to be discretionary in--
stead of mandatory. This means,
in plain English, that the cen-
sor officer will read only those
letters likely to be of interest,
and not all letters. Prison of-
ficers have a knack of determin-

ing whose letters are worth
reading.

The increase of entitlement of
visits to every four weeks in-
stead of every eight is merely
giving statutory effect to what
1is already operating in prin-
ciple.

The relentless struggle for
reform goes on - with the power
to restore remission: "...this
power should be exercised only
when there is an improvement in
the prisoner's behaviour and
attitude [aur underlining’ over

a period of time since the of-
fence that justifies it". Re-
mission is the perpetual sword
of Damocles hanging over every
prisoner. If he commits an of-
fence against discipline the
sword descends and he has noth-
ing more to fear in this direc-
tion. Once having lost remis-
sion a prisoner is relatively
freer. This new ruling means
they can mend the rope and sus-
pend the sword once more.

Governors and the Visiting
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becuase we had publicly given the lie to
their triumphant statement, made a fev’
days before our actions, that they had
smashed anarchism in Barcelona.

The Police's "triumph" had been the ar-
rest of three comrades (two men and a wo-

IN BARGELDNA

For the first time in many years, Anar-
chists played a major role in the May Day
"celebrations" in Barcelona. On Friday
26th April, a railway station was "occupi-
ed". The action lasted for several minutes
and developed in the following way: when
the locomotive arrived at Muntaner station
(in Barcelona), fifty comrades got off,
after immobilizing the train by pulling the
communication cord. Some began to cover
the train with anarchist slogans, some flew
a black flag, some distributed fly-posters
in the carriages, and in the neighbourhood
of the station, and others, armed with iron
bars, guarded against possible police inter-
vention. Then the comrades left the station
shouting "Anarchy, Freedom, a Libertarian
May Day", and rapidly dispersed whilst
the train, covered in slogans and flags, set
off again: it still had three stations to go
through before reaching its destination!

The next Sunday, 28th April, stones and
Molotov cocktails were thrown at a bank
in the centre of Barcelona.

Tuesday, 30th April, slogans daubed on
the walls of the Universitad Autonoma,
and a large student meeting arranged by
anarchists; in the evening a "phantom"
demonstration, with black flags. Yester-
day, May Day, at mid-day, a demonstr-
ation in the working-class district,

"Pueblo Nuevo", Molotov cocktails thrown
at five banks, large Anarchist slogans on
walls,

Besides all these more or less spectacular

actions, slogans were painted, and posters
stuck, on walls all over Barcelona.

The hysteria and hatred of the police at
this time is indescribable, principally

man) and the subsequent discovery of a var-

iety of material. On the 7th of April, to be

precise, Juan Vinyolas and Giorgina Nico-
lau, (and Ramon Carrion, who was waiting

for them at the station), had been arrested,
with a great show of force, on a train com:
ing from France. The two comrades had been
found in possession of a bag contcining an
anti-tank mine, another mine, four grena-
des, detonators and explosives.

~ The three comrades were immediately
handed over to the "Special Anti-Anarchist
Brigade": the interrogation lasted for three
whole days (the "legal" limit is 72 hours),
during which every kind of torture was app-
lied to them, including the "third degree"
(electric shocks to the genitals, etc.) At
the end of this, eight apartments were "dis-
covered"”, in which were found eight mach-
ine guns, eight pistols, ammunition, 300
kg. of explosives, a remote controlled de-
tonator, other kinds of detonator, type-
writers, cameras, tape-recorders, radio
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POLITICS ARE
IRELAND

THERE ARE NO anarchist solutions
to problems of the redistribution
of power - such as the problem
of Ireland. In 1886 (No. 3 of
FREEDOM) a series commenced on
'Law and Order in Ireland'’.

When it inexplicably concluded
in 1887 after eleven short chap-
ters it had reached the Ulster
plantations under Charles I.

It is possible to chronicle the
history of that unhappy country
in terms of law, of repression
and of attempts at 'order'.

It has long been a bone of
contention in English politics.
Indeed Lord Salisbury in 1886
said, "Politics are Ireland",
and British political history

has been changed and shaken by
events in Ireland. And events
in Ireland are a microcosm of
the brutalities and betrayals
of politics.

It ever a country was cursed
with too much history that
country is Ireland. To refrain
from wading too far back into
the bog of Irish history it
would be enlightening tc reflect
on just a few phases of Irish
history.

In 1845 a terrible disease of
the potato, which was the pea-
sants' mainstay) led to a wide-
spread famine, handled incompe-
tently by bungling officials
which led to thousands of deaths
and wholesale emigration. Ire-
land has never recovered from

this.

The question of the land and
the peasantry was always cent-
ral to Irish politics, and
Michael Davitt and others foun-

ded the Land League which strag-

gled by every means, violent
a2d non-violent, against the
rapacious landlords
lish or of English-Scots
descent).

Between 1830 and 1881 forty-
seven coercion acts to restore
law and order to the conquered

province were passed by the Eng-

lish Parliament. The last one

noted by Davitt is significantly

called 'An Act for the better

Protection of Life and Property'.
In the face of all this Gladstone

introduced his first Home Rule
Bill. This was defeated by the
House of Lords in 1893.
ing this failure of democracy

and reason, the terrorist camp-
aign of the Fenians commenced .
in earnest, with all too famil-

iar and sickening consequences-

In 1912 the Liberals put for-

(mainly Eng-

Follow-

ward another Home Rule Bill
which was more certain of suc-
cess but for the fact that the
Conservatives headed by Lord
Carson threatened a military
mutiny if the provinces of Uls-
ter came under Dublin (mainly
Catholic) rule. Subsequent
history of the 1916 Rising, the
Civil War (to decide who should
govern this new state of Ire-
land, or Eire as it was nostal-
gically called) merely created
the same problems in different
form.

But beneath all these super-
ficial but telling events has
been the struggle of the com-
mon people. This has not al-
ways been in terms of Protest-
ant and Catholic; the promin-
ent figures in such movements
have been of all religions - or
none. There was a perceptible
streak of syndicalism running
through Larkin's and Connolly's
teachings. Many anarchist tech-
niques were developed or inven-
ted in Ireland. The 'boycott'
owes its name to an English
landowner who was treated thus
by his tenants. The Land League
fostered many of these, 1rent
strikes and resistance of evict-
ions. On the positive side,
should one consider such things
negative, many Irish communes
and co-operatives were set up.

It is not historically inevi-
table (nothing is) that Ire-
land's history should proceed
with the same messy mistakes.
When we reflect that the pres-
ent series of events started
with a Civil Rights movement,
and the Catholics invited 1in
the British Army to protect
them against the Protestants,
it is ironical that the British
claim that they cannot leave
Ireland because the Irish would
slaughter each other but that
since the British army inter-
vened the slaughter has

increased.

It is possible that even the
Protestant workers may realize
the power they have in their
hands and use it against their
Protestant masters instead of
against their Catholic fellow-
workers. Workers have more 1in
common with fellow-workers than
they have with bosses. No mat-
ter how Protestant or Catholic
the boss is, his real religion
is still money.

Jack Robinson.
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LETTER

THE NEED
for DISOBEDIENCE

Dear Comrades,

The Milgram experiment was conducted on
a basis of deceit. Dr. Milgram lied to his
volunteers. If he had told the truth there
could have been no experiment. Yet we are
told that science is the search for truth, If a
scientist puts forward a controversial theory he
will urge the public fo judge on the basis of
the evidence and not be swayed by their emo-
tions. Yet here we have lying in.the cause of
truth, like the war which was supposed to end
war == and didn't. The Jesuits are credited
with the slogan, "The end justify the means,"
Apparently this is true in'the realm of science
as well . At least Dr. Milgram must believe
so, if he is logically consistent.

| think that in the future we should be ext-
remely careful about participating in scientific
experiments or research. Probably a number
of us have been offered questionnaires to fill
in and have accepted them, or have done intel-
ligence tests or have volunteered for this or
that, either out of a genuine scientific interest
or a belief that we were in some way helping
the human race in its onward march, or maybe
just "for fun”. From now on we should be
sure that we can trust the person who is doing
the research before we cooperate. We should
develop the same instinctive hostility to such
things as many of us already have towards such
institutions as the Census, which also was pre-
sented as a piece of scientific research.

The ideal of science as a discipline, often
seemingly harsh but ultimately of benefit to
humanity, an austere creed of the search for
truth, however unpalatable, and the destructi-
on of superstition, has taken some hard knocks
during the course of the present century. Dr,
Milgram has dealt another blow to this ideal of
science, perhaps not as immediately catastroph-
ic as Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but ultimatd y
damaging enough, He has undermined trust.
From now on no one will be able to be quite
sure that he is being told the truth. Things
may notf be as they seem. For instance, some
sociologist may come forward with what he
claims is eviden ce that Jews are a disruptive
element in any society in which they have set-
tled. There will be indignation, but he will
say blandly, "Ah, you must not be emotional.
Science is the pursuit of truth, no matter where
the search may lead. You don't want to be like
like the Inquisition persecuting Galileo, do
you?" After this there is silence, while every
everyone feeis ashamed of their intolerance.
And after all it turns out that the man does
not believe what he has been teaching at all.
It was only an experiment to test public re=
action to "controversial" ideas.

Yours fraternally,

John Brent.








