
PAWNS IN THE GAME
WE {that is, the human race 
-British section) are apt to compliment 
ourselves upon the fact that we have 
survived thirty years without a major 
war. But a casual glance at telly or 
newspaper - and such glances are casu­
al; "human kind cannot bear too much 
reality" - will reveal a small war or 
two going on somewhere all the time. 
That it does not concern or involve us 
British (or us Americans) is not only 
an illusion but often a comforting lie.

Since the advent of The Bomb and 
technology’s improvement and enmesh­
ing of communications, a war on one is 
a war on all. Given the capabilities of 
nuclear destruction it requires but a 
small spark to involve us all in the cat­
aclysmic World War Three. That such 
has not yet happened is more by luck 
than by the good judgement of our states 
-men.

It has long been the practice of states 
to have their wars in other peopled 
countries. Belgium was once knows as 
’The Cockpit of Europe’. The great 
’eyeball to eyeball’ confrontations of 
Kruschev and Kennedy took place ar­
ound Cuba and Berlin so that, did ev^- 
ents turn nasty - to a limited extent - 
both America and Russia would be play­
ing away from home.

The bloody charred stump of Vietnam 
witnesses to the greatest experimental 
war, Vietnam. Now American has 
shruggingly returned to the drawing 
board leaving the Vietnamese to their 
fate, a Vietnamesed war.

The new draughtsman of America’s 
foreign policy is too clever by half. 
Kissinger the admirer of Metternich 
worked on a policy of setting Russia ag-
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ainst China, alternately wooing one and 
the other. The easing off of tension 
with Russia was supposed to be crown­
ed with the S. A. L. T. agreement which 
witnessed to the fact that a precarious 
balance of terror-power is so difficult 
to maintain that in desperation rival 
nations may agree to stabilize their 
arms at the same level.

An entirely new factor entered the 
foreign relations scene when commodi­
ties became a new' gambit in the power­
game. The Arabs used their near­
monopoly of oil to blackmail and dictate 
foreign policy, especially in relation to 
Israel. Israel’s run of luck and use of 
the universal guilt regarding the Nazi 
holocaust ran out, and many of her for­
mer friends deserted her for Arab fav­
ours regarding oil supplies.

Even ’Big Daddy’ America was not 
immune from the oil-hunger. Battered 
by the Vietnam withdrawal and the 
Watergate revelations, America is no 
longer what she was. A simon-pure 
President proved to be impotent in the 
face of a Democratic Senate and Cong­
ress, so Kissinger's machiavellian 
manoeuvres to get a Russian trade pact 
without conditions were negated. The 
subsequent conditional pact was reject­
ed by the Russians who would give no 
freedom to Soviet Jew s. Now the Rus­
sians have obviously wooed and won 
Harold Wilson.

From the ruin of American foreign 
policy fragments have been salvaged - 
the necessity to choose between Greece 
and Turkey over Cyprus (Greece was 
an obvious* choice, having regard to the 
great Greek vote in America - but what­
ever happened to spiro Agnew? ). The 
slogging effort to patch up a Middle 
East peace and a pro-Moslem reversal 
of policy towards Pakistan.

In some indiscreet musings Kissinger 
let fall the permanent option of great 
States, to get their way by force, in 
this case the possibility of U. S. bomb­
ing its way yo supplies of Middle East 
oil. That such action might destroy the 
very supplies they fought for was not 
even speculated upon by that genius, 
Henry Kissinger. However, the thought 
was glossed over and almost forgotten, 
which was just as well.

The current Time magazine carries 
a story that Saudi Arabia (one of the 
most conciliatory Arab states) had not 
long ago (pre- the Kissinger utterance) 
asked the Pentagon for assistance in 
reorganizing the Saudi-Arabian defence 
forces. The U. S. government (in a 
pro-Israeli mood) had declined to help

but the Pentagon went ahead and recom­
mended that Saudi-Arabia approach the 
Vinell Corporation, engineers and 
building contractors in Alhambra, Cali­
fornia. This firm took on the job and 
now Saud-Arabia has been supplied with 
American mercenaries and her army is 
well on the way to reorganized effici­
ency.

Time speculates as to the probability 
that if Kissinger’s dream of bombing 
his way to the pipe-line had been car­
ried out, American citizens would be 
at the receiving end - and, it may be 
added, on the despatching end.

In all this chequer-board play of 
grand manouevres and world-strategies 
there is no concern for the fate of the 
peoples of the world. They, like the 
minor powers whose subjects they are, 
are mere pawns in the power-game 
and highly expendable.

The gross farces of nationalist self- 
determination uproot, bludgeon and 
kill thousands and millions of the com­
mon people who have no concept of 
nationalism save their family, no con­
cept of government save taxes and mil­
itary service, and no concept of milit­
ary glory and power save their own 
death and injury.

Jack Robinson.

ANARCHISTS vs

SPAIN: The trial of the four Spanish 
anarcho-syndicalists, Luis

Andres Edo, David Urbano Bermudez, 
Luis Burro Molina and Juan Ferran 
Serafini, whose opening we reported 
last week, closed last weekend with 
them all being found guilty of "illegal 
association", that is, reactivating the 
CNT in opposition to the official "ver­
tical syndicates". Their sentences 
have not been announced as we go to 
press, but it will be interesting to see 
if, against the present background of 
unrest and the (actually non-legal) re­
duction of the sentences of the Comm­
unist organizers of the Workers Com­
missions, the Spanish judiciary will 
be obliged to restrain its usual and 
traditional savagery towards anarch­
ists.

Legal observers of the trial were 
sent by anarchist organisations in 
France, Italy (A-Rivista Anarchica) 
and Britain (Anarchist Black Cross). 
The latter’s representative, Jeremy 
Smith, should be presenting his re­
port this Tuesday (25. 2. 7 5) and we 
hope to be able to carry a resume of 
it next week.

FRANCE : Ironically, the four Spani­
ards were amongst thirty 

anarchist militants arrested by the 
Spanish police in early July last year 
acting upon information sent to them 
by M. Alain Bernard, the French ex­
amining magistrate in charge of in-
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vestigations into the kidnapping of the 
Spanish banker, Balthasar Suarez, 
in Paris. Eight were held in deten­
tion, and the four were finally charged 
---with reconstituting the CNT

Now, Octavio Alberola Sunilach, the 
w’ell-known anarchist militant, and the 
last person held in prison in Paris in 
connection with the kidnapping, has been 
released on bail. The case appears to 
be collapsing about the authorities’ ears 
for lack of evidence.

But the alleged members of G. A. R. I. 
who have been verou sly arrested over 
the past year in connection mainly with 
some ’’exemplary" bombings of property, 
are all still in prison, and have been on 
hunger strike since December 14th, 
claiming the right to be treated as politi­
cal prisoners, since the statute under 
which they have been indicted is solely 
concerned with political offences.

ITALY:; The trials of Giovanni Marini 
continue. Last Friday (21.2) 

he was due to go on trial again in Rome, 
for defamation of his jailers in Matera, 
just one of a dozen "minor" trials he 
will have to undergo for his courageous 
behaviour in court and in detention.

Another defamation trial was due to 
open the day before, this time against 
the former "responsible director" of 
the Italian Anarchist magazine - A-Riv- 
ista Anarchica. The motive for the trial 
was an article in the ninth issue of the 
magazine, which is said to "damage the 
reputation" of a well-known fascist, Pio 
D’Auria, by reporting the testimony of 
the lawyer, Ambrosini, which implicat­
ed D’Auria deeply in the bombing of the 
agricultural bank in the Piazza Fontana, 
Milan, in December 1969, On 24th 
October, 1971, Ambrosini, like so 
many other witnesses in the Valpreda 
affair, became the late Ambrosini, by 
descending rapidly from the seventh 
floor of a Rome clinic.

The trial had originally been set by 
the Prosecutor of the Republic of Milan, 
in splendid bad taste, for the 12th Dec­
ember last, the fifth anniversary of the 
massacre, but it had to be postponed to 
last week, because D’Auria, the origin­
ator of the complaint, didn’t turn up in 
court, and couldn’t be found at the ad­
dress he had given. It remains to be 
seen whether the rat will have emerged 
from his sewer to play the role of offen­
ded party.

D. L. M.

THE TERMS of the social compact be­
tween these two estates of men ^rich 
and poor/ may be summed up in a few 
words. "You have need of me, be­
cause I am rich and you are poor. We
will therefore come to an agreement. 
’ will permit you to have the honour of 
serving me, on condition that you be­
stow on me the little you have left, in 
return for the pains I shall take to com­
mand you. "

--Jean Jacques Rousseau
Discourse on Political Economy"(1758)

THE NEW woman star has brought 
The Guardian fawning to its knees like 
the other newspapers. Rarely is the 
cravenness of reporters to sickeningly 
obvious. Worse:- "Queen-like in black 
taffeta’', " Brought before the me eting
almost as the bride at a royal wedding" 
... In the act of reporting the rise of 
Mrs. Thatcher to power and the pay 
rise of the Queen, The Guardian con­
fused the two figures. In other news­
papers, words like "Coronation" bub­
bled up in the frothy wake of The Guar­
dian .

This is an unwittingly shrewd compa­
rison. They are both wealthy, plain, 
middle-aged humourless bourgeoises 
who dully mouth platitudes penned by 
others. I can well imagine Mrs. 
Thatcher berating her ministers 
sternly in the same way as Her Majesty 
ticks off Philip when he comes home 
late

Whether her recent 
lowering of the timbre of her voice 
makes Mrs. Thatcher sound less or 
more like the Queen, will no doubt be 
the subject of countless conversations 
in Tory land.

To the Thatcher publicity machine, the 
comparison is highly - well, desirable 
is not the word I would choose. The 
Queen as leader of the Conservative 
Party’. Excellent symbolism^ So much 
for tradition and national unity. What 
about policies ? She hasn't any. The 
headline "Margaret, queen of Scots for 
a day" cannot hide the fact that she has 
already shown her hierarchical insensi­
tivity by reappointing two of the least 
popular Scottish Tory supremos, who 
were partly responsible for the Tory 
debacle in Scotland in the last election.

As the daughter of a small shopkeep­
er, it would clearly come naturally to 
her to display the narrow jingoism of 
her class. Hail the nation of shopkeep­
ers ! But, just as Mrs. Thatcher is 
wedded to a Burmah Oil executive, so 
the Tory Party is wedded to a languid 
Europeanism, unlike the small Tory 
shopkeepers, who are as English as 
bingo. Mrs. Thatcher is in fact con­
tinuing Heath's unsuccessful policy of 
'national unity' in a different guise. 
One twist is that she is emphasizing 
the 'self-reliance' and 'self-improving' 
qualities which traditionally imbue her 
parents' social class. Heath was un­
able to turn his social roots to political 
significance. This is partly a failure 
of the publicity machine. PR men shape 
the image of Mrs. Thatcher and are 
prominent in her entourage. Ex-Cam- 
bridge don Patrick Cosgrave of The 
Spectator writes her speeches, which 
perfectly match banality with the other 
qualities I have mentioned. The late 
President Kennedy found speechwriters 
to create the appropriate heroic rhetoric 
for him. When Heath declaimed: 
"Once more we hear the beating of 
Drake's drum", it was farcical. The 
sordid lesson of Mrs. Thatcher's suc­
cess is that some PR men are more 
successful than others, when their ener­

gies are engaged by a product which 
suits their aspirations.

It may be that the hollow crown of 
national unity will prove a smart fit in 
June, when the referendum over Brit­
ain's membership of the Common Mar­
ket takes place. For months before, 
journalists and TV professionals will 
be flooding the current affairs market­
place with sub-Churchillian paragraphs 
about the 'national interest'. In this 
context, the First Lady may find her 
apotheosis. Or she may not. All 
Wilson's tortuous shifts in policy will 
come into play. How will he manage 
both to acknowledge and to ignore the 
result of the referendum ? Such are 
the tactical preoccupations of political 
power. But Mrs. Thatcher is not 
Aunt Sally, nor is Wilson a straw man. 
They stand for real power, real in­
equality. The more we unpuff their 
pretensions, the more we encroach on 
their command, the better for us all.

Julius.

I. w.w. News

MAY DAY observances in the past oft­
en had a chosen theme for that year, 
and this year the New York branch of 
the IWW plans to make May Day 1975 
an international Day of Solidarity with 
The Struggles of Hispanic-Speaking 
Workers Everywhere - in support of 
the labour and libertarian struggles in 
Europe (CNT in Portugal, Spain and 
exile), in Latin America (against the 
ABC repression in Argentina-Brazil- 
Chile), in North America (Chicanos, 
Puerto Ricans, and others). Actions, 
leafletting, meetings, picketing of 
consulates and airlines, etc. , are 
planned for the week and where wider 
support is organised, a secondary 
these could be added: Universal Am­
nesty - to apply both to Hispanic 
victims of reaction and to American 
war refusers, as well as other victims 
of totalitarianism elsehwere.

from IWW Bulletin.

SQUATTERS in Crown Estate (the
Queen's) property in Albany street,
Camden, London, were ordered to 
quit by a High Court judge - and told 
to pay a total of £ 340 costs to the 
Queen for being homeless and enter­
prising.
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Mrs. Erin Pizzey, founder of 
the Women's Aid organization for 
'battered wives', said that policemen 
are the worst wife-battering offenders. 
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THE FRENCH wine trade has decided 
to abandon plastic (PVC) wine bottles 
because of fears that workers making 
such bottles are prone to cancer. 
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THE MINISTER to the Home Office 
replying to an M. P. 's question, said 
that 1,700 people were in jail on rem ­
and awaiting trial.




