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FIVE PENCE

PAWNS IN THE GAME

WE ‘that is, the human race
-British section) are apt to compliment
ourselves upon the fact that we have

" survived thirty years without a major
war. But a casual glance at telly or
newspaper - and such glances are casu-
al: '""human kind cannot bear too much
reality’' = willreveal a small war or
two going on somewhere all the time.
That it does not concern or involve us
British (or us Americans) is not only

an illusion but often a comforting lie,

Since the advent of The Bomb and
technology's improvement and enmesh-
ing of communications, a war on one is
a war on all, Given the capabilities of
nuclear destruction it requires but a
small spark to involve us all in the cat-
aclysmic World War Three. That such
has not yet happened is more by luck
than by the good judgement of our states
-men.

It has long been the practice of states
to have their wars in other people's
countries., Belgium was once knows as
'"The Ceockpit of kiurope', The great
'eyeball to eyeball' confrontations of
Kruschev and Kennedy took place ar-
ound Cuba and Berlin so that, did ev«
ents turn nasty - to a limited extent -
both America and Russia would be play-
ing away from home,

The bloody charred stump of Vietnam
witnesses to the greatest experimental
war, Vietnam, Now American has
shruggingly returned to the drawing
board leaving the Vietnamese to their
fate, a Vielnamesed war,

The new draughtsman of America's
foreign policy is too clever by half,
Kissinger the admirer of Metternich
- worked on a policy of setting Russia ag-
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ainst China, alternately wooing one and
the other, The easing off of tension
with Russia was supposed to be crown-
ed with the S, A, L, T, agreement which
witnessed to the fact that a precarious
balance of terror-power is so difficult
to maintain that in desperation rival
nations may agree to stabilize their
arms at the same level.

An entirely new factor entered the
foreign relations scene when commodi-
ties became a new gambit in the power-
game. The Arabs used their near-
monopoly of oil to blackmail and dictate
foreign policy, especially in relation to
Israel. Israel's run of luck and use of
the universal guilt regarding the Nazi
holocaust ran out, and many of her for-
mer friends deserted her for Arab fav-
ours regarding oil supplies,

Even 'Big Daddy' America was not
immune from the oil-hunger., Battered
by the Vietnam withdrawal and the
Watergate revelations, America is no
longer what she was, A simon-pure
President proved to be impotent in the
face of a Democratic Senate and Cong-
ress, so Kissinger's machiavellian
manoeuvres to get a Russian trade pact
without conditions were negated., The
subsequent conditional pact was reject-
ed by the Russians who would give no
freedom to Soviet Jews., Now the Rus-
sians have obviously wooed and won
Harold Wilson.

From the ruin of American foreign
policy fragments have been salvaged -
the necessity to choose between Greece
and Turkey over Cyprus (Greece was
an obvious' choice, having regard to the
great Greek vote in America - but what-
ever happened to Spiro Agnew?). The
slogging effort to patch up a Middle
riast peace and a pro-Moslem reversal
of policy towards Pakistan,

In some indiscreet musings Kissinger
let fall the permanent option of great
States, to get their way by force, in
this case the possibility of U,S. bomb-=-
ing its way yo supplies of Middle East
oil, That such action might destroy the
very supplies they fought for was not
even speculated upon by that genius,
Henry Kissinger. However, the thought
was glossed over and almost forgotten,
which was just as well.

The current Time magazine carries
a story that Saudi Arabia (one of the
most conciliatory Arab states) had not
long ago (pre- the Kissinger utterance)
asked the Pentagon for assistance in
reorganizing the Saudi-Arabian defence
forces., The U.S. government (in a
pro-Israeli mood) had declined to help

but the Pentagon went ahead and recom-
mended that Saudi-Arabia approach the
Vinell Corporation, engineers and
building contractors in Alhambra, Cali-
fornia, This firm took on the job and
now Saud-Arabia has been supplied with
American mercenaries and her army is
well on the way to reorganized effici-
ency.

Time speculates as to the probability
that if Kissinger's dream of bombing
his way to the pipe-line had been car-
ried out, American citizens would be
at the receiving end - and, it may be
added, on the despatching end.

In all this chequer-board play of
grand manouevres and world=-strategies
there is no concern for the fate of the
peoples of the world. They, like the
minor powers whose subjects they are,
are mere pawns in the power-game
and highly expendable.

The gross farces of nationalist self-
determination uproot, bludgeon and
kill thousands and millions of the com-
mon people who have no concept of
nationalism save their family, no con-
cept of government save taxes and mil-
itary service, and no concept of milit-
ary glory and power save their own
death and injury.

Jack Robinson,
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ANARCHISTS vs
JUDICIARY

A ROUND-UP

SPAIN: The trial of the four Spanish
anarcho-syndicalists, Luis
Andres kdo, David Urbano Bermudez,

Luis Burro Molina and Juan Ferran
Serafini, whose opening we reported
last week, closed last weekend with
them all being found guilty of "'illegal
association'', that is, reactivating the
CNT in opposition to the official ''ver-
tical syndicates''. Their sentences
have not been announced as we go to
press, but it will be interesting to see
if, against the present background of
unrest and the (actually non-legal) re-
duction of the sentences of the Comm-
unist organizers of the Workers Com-=-
missions, the Spanish judiciary will
be obliged to restrain its usual and
traditional savagery towards anarch-
ists,

Legal observers of the trial were
sent by anarchist organisations in
France, Italy (A-Rivista Anarchica)
and Britain (Anarchist Black Cross).
The latter's representative, Jeremy
Smith, should be presenting his re-
port this Tuesday (25. 2. 75) and we
hope to be able to carry a resume of
it next week.

FRANCE : Ironically, the four Spani-
ards were amongst thirty
anarchist militants arrested by the
Spanish police in early July last year
acting upon information sent to them
by M. Alain Bernard, the French ex-
amining magistrate in charge of in-
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