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"PUBLIC OPINION continues to be un-
favourable. .On all sides one hears
it said there is no harmony, that they
are no longer solicitous aooui ‘he re-
astablishment of order and juslice, bu:
are bent only on forcing each other's

- hands, each one graboing as much as he
‘can. . .It is said that the / meeting/
will end because it must, bu1 that it will
leave things more entangled than it
found them. . The peoples, who in
consequence of the success, the sincer-
ity and the noble-mindedness of this
superb coalition had conceived such es-
teem for their leaders and such aitach-
ment to them, and now perceive how

'~ they have forgotiten what they solemnly
promised - justice, order, peace foun-
ded on ithe equilibrium and legitimacy

of their possessions - will end by losing

their affection and withdrawing their
confidences in their principles and their
promises.' Of course, this is the re-
pori of another conference, in another
place. But is it so different?

"When we consider the transitoriness
of the settlements effected by the diplo-
matists, we are impressed at once by
the feebleness of their diplomacy and
realization of the strong intractable
forces that defeaied their manoeuvres
and arrangements. We are still more
impressed by the uninstructed ineffect-
iveness of the new international ideal-
ism imported into European interchan-

. ges by [the American/ President. . ."

This, too, was another time, another
place. But was it so different from

. Helsinki?

The key speech from Presideni Ford
contained the bromide '"'History will
judge this conference not by what we
say today but what we do tomorrow --
not by the promises we make but by the
" promises we keep."
ready been passed on the two peace'
conferences commented upon in the “
first two paragraphs. Firstly, the
Congress of Vienna (1815-16) which
,set up the jigsaw puzzle of Europe and
‘sponsored the domination of Czarist
Russia and laid foundations for ihe rise
of German nationalism -- the report
was by a secret agent to his police
~cnief. The second was a comment by
H. G. Wells in his Outline of History
on the Versailles Treaty which, coup-
led with 'intractable' economic forces
led to the rise of Hitler and the out-
oreak of the Second World War.

A more reag)oh’uk assessment of the .

purposes and achiesvements of Helsinki
was described by Mr. Brezhnev, be-
fore the conference: '"A necessary
. summing-up of the political outcome of
. the Second World War. "

-variety.

Judgement has al- -
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HELSINKI
PRELUDE TO WORLD WAR I ?

There is not about Helsinki the flag-
rant junketings of the Congress of
Vienna (although in the midst of it all
Napoleon escaped and went on (he ram-
page again uniil his final defeai at
Waterloo) or the heady opitimism of
Versailles, but it is a culmination of-
the obvious softening of attitudes to-

“vards Russia inaugurated by Nixon and

continued over many years and confer-

- ellCeS,

This so’tening or detente (we are told

there-is no such word in Russian -~ nor
in English either!) has been harsaly
received by hard-line anti-Communists
including such diverse types as Alex-
ander-Solzhenitsyn and George Meany,

the presiden of the American Federa-
tion of Tabour and Congress of Indust-
rial Organisations.

Solzhenitsyn can scarcely he blamed
for his anti-Communism, but he is a
simple-minded non-politicai Christian
and his interpretation of detenieas vic-
tory ‘or Russia in a ThHird World War
is naive. Russia's victories rzins:ai-
ing the Czarist empire {even one por-
tion lost to Japan in 1905!) were accom-=-
plished by 1945. Brezhnev's comment
implies that Helsinki merely reassert-
ed these conquests and subjugaiions.
Diplomacy is merely the coatinuation of

‘war by other means (to paraphrase

Clausewitz). However, Solzhenitsyn's
simplistic interpretation of what has
nappened will only provide fuel for ihe
warmongers , since his criticism is of
Russia and Commumsm only and not of
2ll states which at Helsinki and else-

where have made World War Three

probable but no! inevitablis., Solzhenit-
syn ends his Telegra h article (from
an American speech): ''It is too late to
ask how to avoid the Third World War.
But one must have the courage and laci-
dity to halt the fourth. Halt it, not fall

to the knees."

George Meany is quite a different

Continued on Page 2

ofGURITY! SECURITY!

-=irom our covraspoqdent

AS I WRITE. it's like there's a ploody
war going on here. Police heliconiers
and airforce jetis fill the skies and uni-
formed police swarm in every street

. . .noi to mention the plain-cloihes;
I may he wrong but there
does”seem to be an unusually large

number o road works in progress -

- just about every other manhole is occu-
- piad by suspiciously inactive groups of
""workmen

'""! The airpori is ringed by

tanks and a local paper prianted a pic-
ure of one with the caption '"Terrorists
welcome!" Presumably they meant
that "we're ready for you'' but it could

oI course be tak2an in a rataner different .

way if one has a slightly different view
of the state. - All these precautions just
to protect the ""representatives of the
people'' from the peopls. You'd think
if they were all such good mates they
woald have noihing to fear, Just to
give you the flavour of the situation
here I will quotie verbaiim and with no
additional comment a recent news
broadcast in Engllsn

Finland is movmting a vast secu *lty
operation to assure the safety of the
delegates to ihe 35-nation European
Security Conference due to open in Hel-
sinki on July 30th,

*5ome 5990 Finnish police and security
men will be detailed for ihe meeting as-
sisted by army units and foreign secur-
ity forces '
*A steel mesh is currently being thrown
around the Tinlandia Congress House
and the building and its surrounding
parks nave bpeen pu: under close police
surveillence since last weekend, Fin-
land's national museum, Kansallis-

‘museo, which is just across the street

from Finlaudia House will be closed for
the duration of the conference and Hel-

‘HELSINKI, July 23.

sigizl City Museum next door will be
turned over to police use,

*TO ENSURE PROPER DECORUM
POLICE IN HELSINKI HAVE BEGUN
CRACKING DOWN ON THE SMALL
ARMY OF DRUNKS AND DEEELICTS
AND DROP-OUTS, the so-cailad Puli-
jukot, who Inhaonit the city's parks in
the summer. The drunks are bein2
picked up and jailed for the l2gal 12-
hour drying-ap period, a proces'fs which
the o*’fender retura io the E)ar&s from
where they were taken. (Our emphasis)
*Finlandia House, the site of the first
stage of the Security Conference at
foreign minister level two years ago is
nurriedly being equipped to meet the
needs of avoail 100) delegates plus the
conference sepretariar and technical
staff, Some 1000 foreign journalists
‘have been invited and will have full
telecommunications facilities in the
building.

*The Finnish Foireign Ministry has
plaged a bloex order for 2500 beds in
the best hoiels. The 3J0-sirong Soviet

delzgaiion headed >y pariy leader Leo-

nid Brezhnev is coming Hy ship; the
vessel will act as a floating residence.
The Polish delegaiion is aiso bringing
its own ship camresidence while the
'East Germans are coming by traia and
nlan the special rail cars next to their
embassy in the easi2rn sudburbs of Hel-
siazxi. Mosi Western delegations, in-
clading those from the United States and
Britaia, are expected to live in the lux-
ury hotels reserved for ihem or to stay
in their respective embassies,

*The estimated cost of the conlerence,
about 10 millign Tinnish marks, will be
shared by the participating nations..








