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the president of the American Federa­
tion of labour and Congress of Indust­
rial Organisations.

• • - . •

This softening or detente (we are told ■ 
there is no such word in Russian - nor 
in English either!) has been harshly 
received by hard-line anti-Communists 
including such diverse types as Alex­
ander Solzhenitsyn and George Meany,

George Meany is quite a different
Continued on Page 2

f aooat 1009 delegates plus the

A more realpolitik assessment of the 
purposes and achievements of Helsinki 
was described by Mr. Brezhnev, be­
fore the conference : "A necessary 

, summing-up of the political outcome of 
the Second World War. "

"PUBLIC OPINION continues to be un­
favourable. . . On all sides one hears 
it said there is no harmony, that they . 
are no longer solicitous aoout the re­
establishment of order and justice, but 
are bent only on forcing each other’s 
hands, each one graboing as much as he 
can. . . It is said that the /meeting/ 
will end because it must, but that it will 
leave things more entangled than it 
found them. . .The peoples, who in 
consequence of the success, the sincer­
ity and the noble-mindedness of this 
superb coalition had conceived such es­
teem for their leaders and such attach­
ment to them, and now perceive how 
they have forgotten what they solemnly 
promised - justice, order, peace foun­
ded on the equilibrium and legitimacy 
of their possessions - will end by losing 
their affection and withdrawing their 
confidences in their principles and their 
promises. " Of course, this is the re­
port of another conference, in another 
place. But is it so 'different?

Solzhenitsyn can scarcely bo blamed 
for his anti-Communism, but he is a 
simple-minded non-politicai Christian 
and his interpretation of detente as vic­
tory for Russia in a Hiird World War 
is naive. Russia’s victories reinstat­
ing the Czarist empire (even one por­
tion lost to Japan in 1905’,) were accom­
plished by 1945. Brezhnev’s comment 
implies that Helsinki merely reassert­
ed these conquests and subjugations. 
Diplomacy is merely the continuation of 
war by other means (to paraphrase 
Clausewitz). However, Solzhenitsyn’s 
simplistic interpretation of what has 
happened will only provide fuel for the 
warmongers , since his criticism is of 
Russia and Communism only and not of 
all scales which at Helsinki and else­
where have made World War Three 
probable but not inevitable. Solzhenit­
syn ends his Telegraph article (from 
an American speech): "It is too late to 
ask how to avoid the Third World War. 
But one must have the courage and luci­
dity to halt the fourth. Halt it, not fall 
to the knees."

"When we consider the transitoriness 
of the settlements effected by the diplo­
matists, we are impressed at once by 
the feebleness of their diplomacy and 
realization of the strong intractable 
forces that defeated their manoeuvres 
and arrangements. We are still more 
impressed by the uninstructed ineffect­
iveness of the new international ideal­
ism imported into European interchan­
ges by /_the American/ President. . ." 
This, too, was another time, another 
place. But was it so different from 
Helsinki?

.. •
shjki City Museum next door will be 
turned over to police use.
♦TO ENSURE PROPER DECORUM 
POLICE IN HELSINKI HAVE BEGUN 
CRACKING DOWN ON THE SMALL 
ARMY OF DRUNKS AND DERELICTS 
AND DROP-OUTS, the so-called PuH- 
jukot, who inhabit the city’s parks in 
the summer. The drunks are being 
picked up and jailed for the legal 12- 
hour drying-up period, a process which 
can be repeated indefinitely as soon as 
the offenders return io the parks from 
where they were taken. (Our emphasis) 
♦ Finlandia House, the site of the first 
stage of the Security Conference at 
foreign minister level two years ago is 
hurriedly being equipped to meet the 
needs o
conference secretariat and technical 
staff. Some 1000 foreign journalists 
have been invited and will have full 
telecommunications facilities in the 
building.
♦The Finnish Foreign Ministry has 
placed a block order for 2500 beds in 
the best hotels. The 3 00-strong Soviet 
delegation headed by party leader Leo­
nid Brezhnev is coming by ship; the 
vessel will act as a floating residence. 
The Polish delegation is also bringing 
its own ship camresidence while the 
East Germans are coming by train and 
plan the special rail cars next to their 
embassy in the eastern suburbs of Hel­
sinki. Most Western delegations, in­
cluding those from the United States and 
Britain, are expected to live in the lux­
ury hotels reserved for them or to stay 
in their respective embassies. 
♦The estimated cost of the conference, 
about 10 milliqn Finnish marks, will be 
shared by the participating nations.

I
The key speech from President Ford 

contained the bromide "History will 
judge this conference not by what we 
say today but what we do tomorrow -- 
not by the promises we make but by the 
promises we keep." Judgement has al­
ready been passed on the two ’peace’ 
conferences commented upon in the * 
first two paragraphs. Firstly, the 
Congress of Vienna (1815-16) which 
.set up the jigsaw puzzle of Europe and 
'sponsored the domination of Czarist 
Russia and laid foundations for the rise 
of German nationalism -- the report 
was by a secret agent to his police 
chief. The second was a comment by 
H. G. Wells in his Outline of History 
on the Versailles Treaty which, coup­
led with 'intractable' economic forces 
led to the rise of Hitler and the out­
break of the Second World War.
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--from our correspondent. HELSINKI, July 29.
AS I WRITE it's like there’s a oloody
war going on here. Police helicopters
and airforce jets fill the skies and uni­
formed police swarm in every street
. . .not to mention the plain-clothes;
variety. I may be wrong but there
does^seem to be an unusually large
number of road works in progress -
just about every other manhole is occu­
pied oy suspiciously inactive groups of

•"workmen" ! The airport is ringed by
tanks and a local paper printed a pic­
ture of one with the caption "Terrorists
welcomel" Presumably they meant -
thac "we’re ready for you" but it could
of course be taken in a rather different .
way if one has a slightly different view
of the state. All these precautions just
to protect the "representatives of the
people" from the people. You'd think
if they were all such good mates they
would have nothing to fear. Just to
give you the flavour of the situation
here I will quote verbatim and with no
additional comment a recent news
broadcast in English : .

Finland is mounting a vast security
operation to assure the safety of the
delegates to the 35-nation European
Security Conference due to open in Hel­
sinki on July 30tli.
♦ some 5000 Finnish police and security
men will be detailed for the meeting as­
sisted by army units and foreign secur­
ity forces.
♦A steel mesh is currently being thrown
around the Finlandia Congress House
and the building and its surrounding
parks have been put under close police
surveiLLence since last weekend. Fin­
land’s national museum, KansaLLLs:-
museo, which is just across the street
from Finlaudia House will be closed for
the duration of the conference and Hel- 
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There is not about Helsinki the flag­
rant junketings of the Congress of 
Vienna (although in the midst of it all 
Napoleon escaped and went on the ram­
page again until his final defeat at
Waterloo) or the heady optimism of 
Versailles, but it is a culmination of 
the obvious softening of attitudes to­
wards Russia inaugurated by Nixon and 
continued over many years and confer­
ences.



2 CURRENT' AFFAIRS --INDIA

THE ANARCHIST contention that a State's guarantee oi 
rights to its citizens is scarcely worth the paper it is wri+ten 
on has been borne out once again by recent events in India. 
Afler the British Raj finally ended in 1947, the Indian politici- 

tans spent much time and effort devising a 'liberal-democratic’ 
Constitution which, among other things, provided an impecc­
able list of Fundamental Rights of the citizens of the new state. 
But, at the same time, they were careful to include provisions 
whereby the Government, when it deemed it necessary, could 
abrogate those rights. Invoking these provisions, and thus 
acting in accordance with the letter if not the spirit of the 
Constitution, Mrs. Gandhi’s Government declared a State of 
Emergency on 26 June. It then proceeded to jail without pos­
sibility of trial its principal political opponents, to impose a 
complete censorship of the Press and news media, and to ban 
all forms of protest and demonstration. With the opposition 
silenced, the Indian Parliament has now - again 'in accord­
ance with the Constitution’ - endorsed the Government’s acti­
on. And to make quite sure that the declaration of a State of 
Emergency will not itself He challenged in the courts, it has 
also taken steps to amend the Constitution to preclude this 
possibility.

Rights ’guaranteed’ by the State, it is clear, are intended to 
operate only when the sun shines on the Government, When 
the Government runs into bad weather, all the hatches are 
closed down and then the real nature of the State is revealed. 
And what is revealed in the words of another Gandhi - Mohan­
das Karamchand - is ’violence in a concentrated and organ­
ised form’.

There is bitter irony in quoting these words for in today’s
• India such seditious observations, even if they come from the
• •

so-called 'Father of the Nation’, are subject to censorship. 
\ The irony goes yet deeper, since the principal target of Mrs.

Gandhi’s repression is Jayaprakash (’JP’) Narayan, a man 
cast in the mould of ’the Mahatma’. It was JP’s call for a 
nation-wide satyagraha, of the kind practised by M. K. 
Gandhi against the British Raj, which provided Mrs. Gandhi 
with the excuse for inaugurating her ’constitutional’ police 
state.

* * *

How JP came to emerge as Mrs. Gandhi’s ’public enemy, 
number one’ is worth recounting, for the story throws light 
on a central problem in the strategy of those who set out to 
make a nonviolent revolution. Briefly, in 1953 JP, India’s 
leading socialist intellectual and till then widely tipped as 
Nehru's likely successor, radically revised his views on how 
socialism could be achieved. Having earlier abandoned the 
revolutionary Marxist road, he now came to see that the road 
of democratic state socialism was equally unlikely to lead to 
the goal of a classless, casteless, stateless society. A re­
reading of Gandhi led him to move ’From Socialism to Sarvo- 
daya’ (the title of one of his more important writings), and he 
joined Vinoba Bhave’s campaign for Bhoodan-Gramdan. This

campaign was focusing attention on the plight of the landless 
labourers who comprise about one-third of India's rural popu­
lation and who constitute ’the low, the lost, the last, and the 
least' of Indian society. In its Gramdan phase, the campaign 
set out to achieve by peaceful persuasion the voluntary villag- 
isation of the land - the vesting of its title in the village com- •
munity. But Gramdan was also something much bigger than 
this - the symbol of a nonviolent social revolution which 
would usher in ’real swaraj' (self-government): Gandhi's 
dream of a radically decentralised Sarvodaya (Welfare of All) 
society, the Indian version of 'the alternative society’.

Ear the next 21 years, and having signed the Sarvodaya 
workers' pledge not to participate in party politics or to Accept 
any public office, JP devoted most of his energies to the 
Bhoodan-Gramdan campaign. Although ignored or ridiculed 
by most of India's intellectuals who could not give credence to 
the idea that there was an alternative, genuinely Indian road 
to socialism, the campaign by 1969 achieved a quite significant 
degree of success at the propaganda level. By that date, the 
year of Gandhi's birth centenary, the majority of villagers in 
140,000 of India's 550,000 villages had pledged themselves to 
accept the Gramdan idea.

It was after this that the campaign began to encounter its 
most serious difficulties. With Vinoba retiring to his ashram 
and relinquishing active direction of the campaign, the task now 
facing the Sarvbdaya workers was to redeem the Gramdan 
pledges, to transform ’paper' Gramdans into ’real’ Gramdans 
- trasnferring land titles to the village community, distributing 
a proportion of the land for the use of the landless, organising 
the village development fund, and setting up the village assem­
bly.

In propagating the Gramdan idea, the Sarvodaya workers had 
adopted a strategic approach which emphasised loving persuas­
ion and consensus rather than conflict and confrontation. After
all, if villagisation of the land was to be genuinely voluntary, 
the landowners had to be peacefully persuaded to give up their 
titles to it. But it soon became clear that this approach had 
severe limitations when it came to implementing the Gramdan 
pledges. In India, a's elsewhere, promise is one thing, per­
formance another. Some moderate success was achieved in
some areas, but elsewhere the larger landowning peasants - 
India's burgeoning kulak class - proved resistant to taking the 
practical steps which would lead to the relinquishment of their 
privileged position. Most of the 'paper' Gramdans remained 
just that.

At this point, some of the Sarvodaya workers began to call 
for a different strategy and more militant tactics - aimed at 
mobilising the poor and small peasants against the dominant 
rural social class. The call was resisted by other workers 

: and, apart from some local actions, the movement continued 
pursuing Vinoba's line of peaceful persuasion. The construct­
ive work of trying to implement Gramdan went on but, after 
1972, at a slackening pace. The idea that Gramdan was indeed

case. He is an unregeneraced anti­
Communist also explicable in terms of 
Union struggles for power and a bour­
geois anti-communism inherited from 
the McCarthy era and never changed.

• •

The thesis of those like Meany, and 
there are some in British politics too, 
is that Russia, by her soft approach is 
lulling the West into security in order 
to soften them so that she may more 
advantageously proceed with her con­
quest of power. Helsinki is merely a 
stage on the way. This thesis ignores 
the changes that have taken place since 
the Iron Curtain was lowered and the 
Truman doctrine was proclaimed in 
the late 1940s. By then Poland had 
been betrayed and the Baltic states

sold down the river; Helsinki merely 
confirmed this.

Since 1947 Russia has uecome less 
of a world power and of less influence. 
Communism (Russian style) has be­
come more respectable and less to be 
feared. (Russia now wishes to borrow 
billions from the commercial banks to 
finance a five-year plan.) America is 
less powerful since she has lost much 
power and prestige from Watergate and 
and Vietnam. Russia and America 
need each other; they always have - 
even as enemies they kept each other 
going - but now a new factor has ent­
ered the equation. China has risen 
as a new world power and a potential 
rival, in material and ideological 
aspects. - Kissinger like a modern

Metternich sees Helsinki as another 
weight in the new balance of power - 
now on a world scale.

Harold Wilson, a pigmy at this cong­
ress of giants, extracted comfort from 
this conference in Russia's proffering 
of the 'basket' deal of 'non-interference . I
in the internal affairs of other nations’. • 
Harold Wilson (who accepted the fait 
accompli of Czechoslovakia) thought 
this meant affairs like that and Hungary 
would cease; Mr. Brezhnev made it 
clear he meant no more American in- ; 
terference with regard to Soviet Jews. 
Everybody went home happy. Every 
one had won. Nobody (least of all the 
people) had won.

Jack Robinson.




