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land (c. 1930) after nearly fourteen 
years of constant warfare. He seemed 
to have borne a charmed life. Not 
10% of his officers had survived his 
campaigns. " The Spanish Arena 
(Right Book Club). •

*
ON JULY 29th, 1936 when interview -

Inscription abo e Carabanchel prison 
entrance: w
I CAN AFFIRM WITHOUT FEAR OF 
ERROR, THAT ANYONE WHO HAS 
VISITED THE PRISONS OF OTHER 
COUNTRIES, AND COMPARED THEM 
WITH OURS, WILL NOT HAVE 
FOUND INSTITUTIONS AS EQUIT­
ABLE, CHRISTIAN OR HUMANE AS 
THOSE ESTABLISHED BY OUR 
MOVEMENT. --Francisco Franco.

"NOT ONE or two, but five or ten 
turns of the handle are necessary be­
fore the victim stops screaming or 
wriggling. Not one or two minutes are 
necessary but ten or twenty." The ex­
ecutioner snaps the collar shut and 

. turns the handle. Two turns are sup­
posed to be enough. But it has rarely 
been enough. "The inexperience or 
nerves of the executioner more of:en 
than not turns the execution into a pro­
longed and horrifying spectacle. 
--Sr. Daniel Suerio on the garotte, 

quoted in the Daily Mirror 25. 9. 75.

*
FROM THE beginning of the war to

frA ON St,

June 30, 1938 there were 1,167 bom­
bardments by Franco rebels against 
civil opulations (an average of 1.5 
each day over two years). Madrid 
had been bombarded 151 times, Bar­
celona 93, Valencia 79. The War in 
Spain (United Editorial).

*

"THE REPUBLIC has been proclaim­
ed in Spain. It is the duty of all, at 
the present time, to co-operate with 
their discipline and allegiance so that 
peace may reign and the Nation be 
permitted to direct itself through the 
natural judicial channels. "
--Franco’s order to the military acad­
emy at Zaragoza (praised by Marshal 
Petain) on the proclamation of the
Spanish Republic 14.4.31.

IN 1934 under the Republic, Franco 
was recalled from exile in the Balear­
ic Islands to put down ’left-wing ris­
ings’ in Madrid, Catalonia and
Asturias.

*

ed by the News Chronicle in Tetuan 
Franco was asked, "How long, now 
that your coup has failed in its object­
ives, is the massacre to go on?"

Franco replied, "There can be no 
compromise, no truce. I shall go on 
preparing my advance to Madrid. I 
shail advance. I shall taice the capit­
al. I shall save Spain from Marxism 
at whatever cost. "

To the further question by the cor­
respondent, "This means that you 
will have to shoot half Spain?" Franco 
replied, "I repeat, at whatever cost. "

=F
Noel Monks of the Daily Express 

visiting Guernica at daybreak on 
April 27th, 1937 saw 600 bodies of 
victims of the German-Italian-Franco 
bombing, "nurses, children, farmers, 
old women, girls, old men, babies". 
He expressed the belief that 1,000 civil­
ians had been killed. The insurgents 
have always disclaimed responsibility, 
putting it down to ’Red arsqn’. Fleeing 
refugees were machine-gunned.

"FRANCO RETURNED to his native
Continued on Page 2

DEATH OF A
CIPRIANO MERA, veteran of the Span­
ish civil war, has died. He was a buil­
ding worker, and a member of the Con- 
federacion Nacional del Trabajo (CNT) 
and the Federacion Anarquista Iberica 
(FAI). ”

Mera's name first "hit the headlines" 
in 1933. Following the elections in 
November, and the formation of a so- 
called "centre" coalition government 
under Lerroux, there was a consider­
able intensification of the class strug­
gle in many parts of Spain. In Madrid, 
the telephone workers - members of 
the CNT - went on strike. Spontane­
ous strikes broke out elsewhere, in­
cluding a general strike in Valencia. 
But the greatest struggle was in Sara­
gossa (Zaragoza), which lasted for 
fifty-seven days. The employers
were, since the election of "their gov­
ernment, determined to lower wages, 
while the landlords raised rents and 
evicted tenants. Many of the workers 
decided to send their wives and child­
ren away to Barcelona by rail; but 
the Gardia Civil fired on the train, 
and prevented it from leaving the sta­
tion.

On December 8, the CNT-FAI went on 
the offensive. They organised a revo­
lutionary committee, which included 

♦

Isaac Puente and Cipriano Mera. Under 
the direction of this committee, the 
workers fought for several days against 
the civil police, reinforced by the Army 
and backed up by tanks. The FAI pro­
claimed Communismo Libertario. 
About sixty workers were killed, many 
wounded, and over 700 were jailed, 
some while after, Cipriano Mera 
moved to Madrid.

A' *T*

In June and July, 1936, Generals 
Franco and Mola, supported by the 
great landowners, the big bourgeoisie 
and, of course, the Church, were pre­
paring their military uprising against 
the Spanish Republic. Not a day went 
by without someone being murdered. 
And in Valencia, on Jily 11, the Falan­
gists seized the radio station, and an­
nounced: "The Spanish Faiange has 
seized this transmitter by force of 
arms. Tomorrow the same will hap­
pen throughout Spain. " Huge demonst­
rations against Fascism were held. 
But it was in Madrid that conflict be­
came most acute. There, the smell 
of civil war was already in the air.

Since early February, Madrid had 
been affected by many strikes. The

Continued o.n Page~2
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FROM A letter from Franco to the 
Duke of Alba for transmission to Prime 
Minister Churchill, 18 October 1944:

The government attempted to res­
olve the strike, and made a few minor 
______________________________________ >

While small detachments of workers 
were mopping up Fascist remnants in 
the streets of Madrid, hastily-armed 
militias, with captured arms, requisi­
tioned cars and trucks and, commanded 
by Moro, Antona and Cipriano Mera, 
set off for Guadalajara which they soon 
captured, and then Toleda which, after 
a siege, they also captured. They then 
marched on Cuenca, under the direct 
leadership of Mera, which they recap­
tured from the Army rebels.

But early in October, the militias 
were dissolved. But even two months 
previously, Durruti, Garcia Oliver 
and Mera had demanded a unified mili­
tia organisation, though they still wan­
ted to preserve election of officers, 
and a 
ists were demanding a "popular army 
They got their way. Cipriano Mera 
became a Brigade commander.

Continued from Page 1
♦

FRANCO in a Letter to Mussolini 
15. August, 1940:

capital had hitherto been the strong- ' 
hold of the reformist-socialist Union 
General de Trabajodres (UGT), but the 
CNT had been making enormous head­
way* by its greater militancy, over the 
preceding months. The young, aggres­
sive, anarcho-syndicalists of the CNT- 
FAl emerged as the "leaders of the 
vanguard" of the Madrid working-class; 
and among them the building workers’ 
representatives, David Antona, Teo­
dor o Mora and, particularly, Cipriano 
Mera, were the most militant.

"I find it quite natural that great differ­
ences have existed until now between 
the attitude of Great Britain and the 
Spanish attitude, Spain being neutral, 
and therefore freer from commitments 
and more dispassionate, but as the war 
proceeds our identity of interests be­
comes clearer as do the preoccupations 
with the future apparent in the speeches, 
declarations, comments and journeys 
of the Prime Minister. ”

The Revolution and the Civil War had 
begun in earnest. The Republican gov­
ernment, of course, had no army; but 
the workers had created, literally with­
in hours, a far more effective force : 
the militias. These were mainly orga­
nised by the anarchists and, to a lesser 
degree, the left-socialists. And these 
militias soon formed columns. In Bar­
celona, the central committee organ­
ised the first column, 3,009 strong, 
under Durruti. In Madrid, the "social­
ists" formed columns; but, as else­
where, the driving force were CNT- 
FAI militants. Again, Cipriano Mera 
came to the fore. Alongside the anar­
chist column in Madrid was the Fifth 
Regiment, controlled by the UGT and 
the "socialists" and, as time went by, 
the Communists. The anarchist col­
umns were primarily a "people in 
arms"; the Fifth Regiment, under 
Enrique Lister, was a far more disci­
plined force.

IT MUST be admitted that quite a 
number of these "anarchist" comman­
ders, now in the State-organised "pop­
ular army", began to behave more like 
traditional officers than like anarch­
ists. Unfortunately, Mera was among 
them. He is reported as saying: 
"From now on, an iron discipline... 
will be offered freely... From today, 
I will deal only with captains and ser­
geants"! As one writer (Vernon Rich­
ards) has observed, the colonel’s uni­
form went to Mera’s head. Neverthe­
less, it must be admitted that Cipriano 
Mera became one of the Republican 
Army’s best divisional officers. He 
defended Madrid to the last. Indeed, 
he was the only man who was there at 
the start - and the end.

On June i, the Madrid building work­
ers began an "indefinite" strike, which 
at that stage was jointly organised by 
the CNT and the UGT. The employers 
resisted to the utmost. Nevertheless, 
the workers fought back. As they and 
their families began to starve, they 
^forced the petit-bourgeois shopowners 
to supply them with food; they also 
seized a number of large restaurants. 

. The petit-bourgeoisie took fright. But 
the police were helpless against mass 
pickets. The Falangists began to try 
out their methods of counter-revolu­
tionary violence by attacking isolated 
workers. The CNT and the building 
workers' union, under Cipriano Mera, 
formed a Central Defence Committee, 
which took over complete control of 
the strike, and organised detachments 
of armed workers. These were, in 
fact, embryo militias.

I

In the Montana, all was quiet.

During the night of the 19-20 July, 
many churches were set alight. And in 
the morning the workers went on the 
offensive. Enormous crowds assembled 
in the Plaza de Espana. At 10. 00 a. m. 
the workers’ militias, who had by then 
got hold of two 75-mm field-guns, 
shelled the Montana barracks. After 
five hours, the militiamen broke into 
the building. Almost all the troops and 
their officers were killed.

(1) Fulfilment of a set of national ter­
ritorial demands, Gibraltar, French 
Morocco, part of Algeria ... (Oran), 
and further the enlargement of Rio D’ 
Oro and of the colonies in the Gulf of 
Guinea.

MEMO TO German Ambassador, 
Madrid: Conditions for Spain’s entry 
into the war (8 August, 1940) :

"... Spain in addition to the contribu­
tion which she made to the establish­
ment of the New Order, through our 
years of hard struggle, offers another 
£contribtition_/ in preparing herself to 
take her place in the struggle against 
the common enemies. " .

(edited by J. R

ON THE NIGHT of July 17-18, the 
army began its rebellion. General 
Franco left Las Palmas by aeroplane. 
On the morning of July 18, the govern­
ment was forced to admit that "part of 
the army had revolted in Morocco". 
The same day, troops in Malaga and 
Saville rebelled. The government 
still refused to arm the people, even 
after being requested by the veteran 
"socialist", Largo Caballero. That 
evening, the CNT, followed by the
UGT, gave orders for a general strike. 
Generals Franco and Mola soon achie­
ved victories in Algeciras, Ca'diz, 
Cordova and Seville, where hundreds 
of workers and their families were 
massacred by Franco’s forces. The 
rebel generals went on to capture 
Saragossa; and, soon after, General 
Mola took Oviedo, an anarchist strong­
hold. But in Barcelona and Madrid, 
the generals were not successful. 
Barcelona, another anarciiist strong­
hold, soon put down the revolt.

By July 18, the whole of the CNT- 
FAI in Madrid were on a "war footing" 
The building workers had recaptured 
- by force of arms - their headquart­
ers. The next day, David Antona and 
Cipriano Mera were released from 
prison; and Antona, secretary of the 
CNT national committee, immediately 
went to the Ministry of the Interior 
and demanded that all workers and 
militants be released from the jails, 
otherwise the CNT and FAl would at­
tack them and release the militants 
themselves. The prisoners were re­
leased. A general strike began. 
Some left-wing socialists unearthed 
some arms , and distributed them to 
the workers. The first barricades 
went up. Rifle fire was exchanged 
with a few Fascists who had been 
hiding in a convent. Organised by 
Mera and others, the first workers' 
militias were already patrolling the 
streets, though none of the soldiers 
had moved from the local oarracks.

single pay scaie. The Commun-
11

concessions. These appeared to 
satisfy the local leadership of the UGT, 
who ordered their members back to
work. The CNT, however, decided 
to continue the struggle. It now be­
came a trial of strength between a 
section of the workers (supported by 
other workers) and the State. The CNT 
denounced the UGT leadership as 
scabs and strike-breakers. The Fal­
angists stepped up their attacks on 
workers ; and members of Mera's De­
fence Committee retaliated by machine- 
gunning the local Falangist headquart­
ers. The police then closed down the 
building workers’ union office, and ar­
rested Antona and Mera. But the stri­
kers, with a newly-elected Defence 
Committee, continued to fight the UGT 
leaders, the police and the Falangists. 
They would not give in.

I

Meanwhile, the CNT leaders, nation­
ally, were demanding of tie govern­
ment that it "arm the people" against 
the inevitable Fascist and military up­
rising.




