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WITH THE decisions of the miners*
and the TGWU uniot:conferences, refus 
ing to continue the Social Contract, it 
would appear that the collaboration bet­
ween the TUC and the Government is at 
an end. Only in its present form, of 
course, because it is sure they will come 
to some agreement that will maintain 
their own privileged positions.

Following these decisions other trade
unions have offered pronouncements con­
cerning their future wage claims^ti the 
light of the Chancellor’s announcement 
that pay rises are to be limited, if poss­
ible, to single figures. While the miners 
are pushing for a minimum £135 (56% 
increase) the NUR at their conference 
voted against abolition of the social con­
tract and in favour of an orderly and 
gradual return to free collective bar gain-

To do otherwise, said Mr Russell 
Tuck (acting general secretary) would 
lead to a premature downfall of the Lab­
our government! To keep pace with the 
miners* claim the basic rate for a rail­
wayman would have to be increased by 
80% to £74.30 a week. A train driver 
would need an increase of 101 %}to main­
tain his differential. However, two days* 
after the conference they decided to put 
tn a claim for 63. 5%. The production 
workers at Fords have put in a claim 
for over 25%. The National Union of 
Bank Employees said it was prepared to 
observe the rules (i.e. maintain the 
social contract) if everyone else did, 
and they are going to submit a claim for 
5%. (However, they can receive fringe 
benefits of up to £170 a year and want 
the banks to restore their differentials 
at a suitable time). Policemen said they 
would be making "very substantial” pay 
claims that would certainly be outside 
the 10%. Representatives of the BMA 
and the British Dental Association have 
said their standards have fallen by 20% 
in two years while the fall for the aver­
age worker is only 6%! So obviously they 
will be putting in a large claim. The 
Merchant Navy officers are to submit a 
claim for 17% which they want from 1 
August.
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These are two sides of the same de­
mands - one from workers who are bas­
ically manual and "working class” in 
origin, the other frem workers who are 
professional and ’’middle class” in out­
look.

It is noteworthy that the rejection of 
the Social Contract and all it implies 
has been judged purely in materialist 
terms (more money, a bigger share of 
the cake, etc). Nowhere have the unions 
shown any initiative. For example, have 
miners seriously considered future pow­
er and energy supplies apart from the 
coal industry? Have the transport unions 
(rail, road and seaway) ever considered 
moves to coordinate a transport policy - 
together with workers in the motor in­
dustry - based on needs, not wants?

One of the most unfortunate aspects 
of tilts wage revolt is the demand for 
differentials. Now it is the turn of the 
skilled working class, such as the t 
makers of British Leyland, who threat­
en to destroy any semblance of unity 
that still exists among the working class. 
Not only does the demand for differentials 
set workers in one industry against anoth­
er, but also worker against worker with­
in the same industry. How many times 
have we seen workers going on strike in 
an industry (eg the motor industry) only 
to be criticised by their fellow workers 
who have been laid off as a result? The 
fault here is the unions’ which seek to 
maintain craft differentials in trade un­
ions instead of organising sh industrial 
lines. For if one thing is clear it is that 
when the present Social Contract has 
been buried (because the workers will 
surely realise that no longer can they tol­
erate a further decline in living standards) 
then we shall have a situation where those 
workers who are in the strongest position 
to bring pressure to bear on the Govern­
ment and the rest of society (for instance, 
the miners or the railwaymen) will get 
their demands. (And who will deny the 
miners £135 a week when the Queen gets 
£475,000 a year -plus her own private 
income - and some heads of private in­
dustry get £ 1000 a weeki)

Those workers who are poorly organ­
ised or even totally unorganised* will 
have to wait for the scraps that are thrown 
from the Chancellor’s table. As on prev­
ious occasions the ’’stick and carrot” app­
roach has worked well; you know, lp off 
the tax, more welfare benefits, more for 
fags, beer etc. Even the direct attacks on 
living standards such as cutbacks on 
health, social services, education, have 
had to be tolerated as part and parcel of 
the Social Contract, which has been dubb­
ed the Social Con Trick because the work­
ers have been made to suffer in all ways 
to help bale out the capitalist system.

The problem has now bteome a double- 
Wed because in order to fight (a) in the 
short term for better pay and conditions 
and (b) in the long term for a more equit­
able and rational society the workers* 
energies are channelled into working 
within the trade unions. However, the 
unions have become part of the problem, 
pot a means to solving the proolem.

The power that workers have managed 
to wrest from the employers over the 
years has been consolidated in a bureau­
cratic body that has become equal tn pow­
er and authority to the Government. As 
shown by its emphasis in favour of the 
Closed shop it now seeks to mould work-* 
ers in one block to isolate and cut off in-1 
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MOVEMENT Against A Monarchy (MAAM) 
report that the response to their stickers has 
been tremendous and that they can hardly keep 
pace with demand. They are now producing a 
I5p badge with the slogan "We won't stand for 
the National Anthem 1" to be followed shortly 
by a broadsheet providing a few facts and 
figures about the monarchy.
Those wishing for more details of materials; 
ideas, actions should contact: Box M, c/o 
5 Caledonian Road, London N.I.

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE
Dear comrades i

We read with annoyance the editorial 
on Socialist Challe

♦ Out of a total workforce (including Job­
less) of 26,168, 000 only 11 million be­
long to trade unions affiliated to the TUC.

issue (vol.
over -fond of Trotskyists we feel that 
this editorial, itself a dubious practice, 
is rather negative. We take particular 
exception to the suggestion that we should 
shtfn working with Trotskyists. It cannot 
be denied that we share some views on 
some issues with Trotskyist groups, 
even though their motivations and aims 
may be abhorrent to us. Effective camp­
aigning on an issue may mean that we 
co-operate with a wide variety of statist 
political groups. While we are against 
co-operation in the Socialist Challenge 
venture, which we’d never be allowed to 
participate in anyway, we affirm our 
belief in the value of uniting with Trot­
skyists on matters of common concern.

Libertarian greetings
Steve Dawe/Dave Norman

Canterbury

Dear friends White Lion
I notice some suggestion in No. 13 

that White Lion Free School is the last 
inner city free school left. Leeds Free 
School (very definitely inner city) is 
still going strong and to the best of my 
knowledge Manchester is too. 

est wishes
Paul Cheetham

those areas mentioned in the article. 
The mythologies and images of the 
commodity are the content of property 
relations; further content is to be found 
in the social (or anti-social) organisation 
of commodity production. The creation 
of a commodity out of everything poss­
ible is the western trend of the indust­
rialisation of everyday life and with it 
the mechanisation of reality, both 
subjective (human in all its forms) and 
objective (material),

Salud,

ROTH
KARL-HEINZ of an article in

the last issue of FREEDOM) was freed on 12 
July after the judge said that the evidence from 
the prosecution was not sufficient to prove the 
charge of murder against him. The prosecution 
had said that although Phillip Wemer Sauber 
had opened fire on the police, Karl-Heinz Roth 
and Roland Otto were also guilty of murder 
because they had sympathised with Sauber's 
action and intended to use their guns!

Roland Otto remains in prison to serve out a 
previous sentence for bank robbery, which he 
had not completed. The trial lasted for seven 
months.

SCHOOLS OUT I is a paper produced free for 
"school students and unemployed youth" (20p 
for adults) by two unemployed people in Leeds. 
Its two aims are to provide useful information 
not often available to working class youth and 
to get across some ideas about the nature of 
capitalist society and the alternative of self­
management. The summer 77 issue has articles 
on school strikes, young people and sex, 
fascism, the army and what to do if you're 
arrested. The emphasis is on getting young 
people to meet together "to decide how we can 
control our own areas here in Leeds." It also 
gives some good advice on what to do when 
you leave school and can’t find a job.

Schools Out I has already clas hed with the 
political establishment, with Denis Healey 
saying "I’m going to see if it is possible to 
stop this magazine. I am shocked and disgusted 
by the contents." This looks as if it has been 
a success. The editors say that it has been dis­
tributed to almost 3000 teenagers at over a 
dozen Leeds schools in June and July and 
received very enthusiastically.

Earlier this year, in April, two people had 
been arrested and brought before the magist­
rates for distributing leaflets questioning rules 
at the City of Leeds High School and poi nting 
out the existence of the National Union of 
School Students. The case was dismissed.

Contact address: Schools Out, c/o 153 
Woodhouse Lane, Leeds 2.

Pol­
itics” in No. 13 (Alan Albon, I believe), 
it is true that the capitalist system does 
not rule by force alone an<f that ideology 
and conditioning perform a great role. 
To me this ideological conditioning is 
the primary force of coercion and opp­
ression; force both overt and covert is 
merely a back-up (at least in the freer 
areas of the world). But the ideology 
and conditioning used is far wider than 

dividuals and assume responsibility for 
all workers. It is no use arguing about 
the question of leadership; the leadership 
has increasingly been bought off by both 
employers and Government alike. Trade 
union leaders now serve on the boards of 
nationalised as well as private industries 
and, as befits their role as a new power 
block they have become part of society’s 
elite* far removed from their roots. 
Such trade unionism is placed in an emb­
arrassing position by disputes like Grun- 
wicks, tn which we find cheap and unorg­
anised labour as part of everyday life 
The solidarity shown by other sections of 
workers such as miners, postmen and 
others is cynically used by the TUC to 
reaffirm its basic principles of trade 
unionism, and has tried to play down the 
mass support in order to achieve a 
’’peaceful” outcome .A typical situation 
in which ’’decent and rational” men can 
find a ’’Just” solution.

T

VACUUM POLITICS 
Dear Freedom

As regards the article ’’Vacuum

Government. It is sin?prising it has lasted 
so long.

The struggle will take on a new face; 
the same compromises and sham deals, 
etc., but a new face. Unless the trade 
union can expand beyond the mere ”bread 
and butter” issues, which will always be 
channelled into solutions like the Social 
Contract, it faces the prospect of little 
better under an ailing capitalist system. 

The social democrats have proved 
themselves unable to make capitalis 
work while remaining faithful to social­
ism. The Conservative solution under 
Mrs Thatcher doesn’t bear thinking about.

FRANCIS A. WRIGHT

As always part of the same game. 
Can you imagine yourself as a Grunwick 
worker fighting to organise your own 
life, facing the prospect of a union like 
APEX representing you? The future 
offers little hope unless things begin to 
take shape now, and change for the better.

Mr Jack Jones, as ever trying to por­
tray his basic socialism (when he gave 
his last speech to the TGWU conference) 
was given the two fingers after a life­
time’s work! Not out of jealousy, mind 
you, but because he was responsible 
more than any other trade union leader 
for the working of the Social Contract, 
and two and a half years of bitter frustr - 
ation on the part of the workers had 
expressed itself in a a rejection of all 
his hopes. The trade union leaders have 
had to sell the Social Contract to a work­
ing class that was most reluctant, esp­
ecially after the battles with the Heath
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