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whatever party—generally deplores 
them and seeks by the most complex 
conciliation machinery to settle them. 
Or, by means of the military labour at 
its command, to break them.
The general public (whoever they are) 
is supposed (vide Thatcher) to suffer 
most from strikes. Incidentally, the 
proportion of pensioners in the popula­
tion seems to increase during strikes 
so that they may be the majority of suf­
ferers. Also, the strikers themselves 
and their dependents are, by some sta­
tistical alchemy, excluded from the fig­
ures for the general public—and their 
sufferings from strikes (witness the 
1924-30 miners’ strikes) are often grea­
ter than those of the consumers.
The simple and brutal fact is that if a 
strike does not affect the general pub­
lic there is little point in having it and 
the mere fact that the absence of the 
product—e.g. bread—from the market 
causes hardship is sufficient testimony 
that the need for the product is substan­
tiated and its production should—in the
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in his campaign programme as being 
’agin sin*. It is not known whether this 
right-thinking pronouncement won him 
the election but, by and large, most 
people are against sin (subject to their 
own definition) so Cal was in fact on the 
side of the majority. Any right-thinking 
person—and God—is a majority.
In a similar way in the too-late thirties 
the League of Nations conducted a 
Peace Ballot in Great Britain which vo­
ted in favour of collective action and 
sanctions against aggressors. The 
League of Nations blundered on to its 
doom betrayed by its members who had 
no intention whatsoever of taking col­
lective action or imposing sanctions a- 
gainst Mussolini, Hitler, or the Japan­
ese rulers. The wishful think of the 
ballot had little signifance except as a 
heartcry from the liberal minority.
Everyone is agin stikes. Union leaders 
enter upon them with the greatest reluc­
tance even when necessary. Employers, 
of course, are supposed inevitably to 
oppose them and to seek by all means 
to avoid them. The government—of
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THE SPECTRE of referendum is again
haunting Britain. Not only have we the
imminence of a referendum on devolu­
tion (if that Parliamentary wangle goes
on) but Mrs. Thatcher, in an obvious
last-minute attempt to bridge the gap in
Tory thinking between Sir Keith Joseph
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THE SPECTRE of referendum is again 
haunting Britain. Not only have we the 
imminence of a referendum on devolu­
tion (if that Parliamentary wangle goes 
on) but Mrs. Thatcher, in an obvious 
last-minute attempt to bridge the gap in 
Tory thinking between Sir Keith Joseph 
and James Prior on trade unionism,



2 FREEDOM

THE MEETING HELD AT THE Conway Hall on 
12 September was very interesting to me, par­
ticularly as I have always had an inbuilt suspi­
cion of professional advisers of various kinds, 
I probably inherited this from my maternal 
grandfather who was for a time a self-employed 
shoe repairer (such types are often very radical 
fellows) and who subsequently became a skil­
led self-taught engineer. In Hoxton where he 
lived his windows were broken by his patriotic 
fellow workers for his opposition to the Boer 
War. However, his opposition did not stop at 
the more obvious examples of state violence; 
he also objected to the compulsory treatment 
of his children in the form of vaccination, be­
lieving that the main disease of his class was 
poverty, the consequence of privilege. Since 
his time, of course, the power and scope of 
the professional advisers has been considerably 
expanded.

The meeting was launching a new book in the 
Marion Boyars 'Ideas in Progress' series, Dis- 
abling Professions. Three of the contributors 
to the book addressed the meeting: Ivan lllich, 
Jonathan Caplan and Harley Shaiker. In intro­
ducing the speakers Marion Boyars put forward 
these concepts as new ideas. However, there 
have always been these professional regulators 
within authoritarian society, as it has never 
been possible to rule by brute force alone and 
the main purpose of the professionals at all 
times has been to ensure that the ideological 
structure of obedience is maintained.

~A~DANGEROUS AUTONOMY

Ivan lllich is a charming populariser and as he 
said, 'If you feel that you think like other 
people, do beware—you may go to hell.' 
pointed out how professionalism has prolifera­
ted in modern society and that these specialists 
control the work they do and who shall work,

claim an autonomy far in excess of any trade 
union. As their work involves doing things to 
other people, their legally backed autonomy 
is exceedingly dangerous. They are in fact an 
elite with the certificate necessary to join the 
ruling class. This class over the past thirty 
years has become very much more powerful, 
they dominate legislation which one group of 
them is then paid to interpret. They have a 
monopoly on diagnosis to find individuals who 
need correction, professional control of devi­
ants. This monopoly I would have said decrea­
ses the layman's tenuous control of political 
society, lllich just steps back from the logic 
of his objection to modern society which, fol­
lowed through, must reject any society that 
divides into rulers and ruled with inevitably 
the same growth of hierarchy. The rejection 
of the state as a basis for a new society is a 
step that is essential to prevent the growth of 
a new elite but to do this the questioning of 
authorities legitimate should be encouraged 
and authorities illegitimate should be aboli­
shed.

The next speaker was lawyer Jonathan Caplan 
who while finding much of his profession in 
the field of civil litigation superfluous defends 
its necessity in the criminal field. Personally 
I subscribe largely to the belief eloquently 
put by George Bernard Shaw , that the law 
defends the thieving of the rich from the 
thieving of the poor. To me, much of this 
speaker's argument was superfluous as his is 
one which together with many other profes­
sions new and old would be superfluous in a 
self governing society.

A DEPOSH) ARISTOCRACY

Harley Shaiken, the next speaker, was in 
Barcelona by chance when several of us were 
there for the four-day 'Libertarian Days'. He 
was greatly impressed by the scope of the cri­
ticism of modern industrial society by the

largely working-class CNT. Here is a move­
ment that is critical of all those aspects of 
modern industrial society that this meeting of 
largely middle-class professionals was talking 
about, and it is a movement that has the 
awareness and ability to structure a self-gov­
erning society and this movement is avowedly 
anarchist. Harley Shaiken was a car worker 
in Detroit and he described the journey that 
that worker has made from craftsman to mach­
ine minder. A group of people organised by 
the capitalists and their professional managers 
into a situation in which they require a vast 
battery of psychiatrists, doctors and social 
workers to deal with the consequences of the 
alienated existence of the so-called aristocrats 
of American labour. He recalled the Detroit 
car worker who went berserk and shot three 
people in a Detroit factory, including a fore­
man and supervisor. His defence was that he 
had been driven temporarily insane by condi­
tions in the factory. The Jury visited the fac­
tory and in spite of the fact that Chrysler had 
tidied up the factory declared that the nature 
of the work was enough to drive anyone in­
sane and acquitted him. The guy subsequently ( 
claimed workmen's compensation and got it.

To quote from Harley Shaiken's contribution 
("Craftsman into Baby Sitter") to the book:

As a skilled worker I don't just want to 
control the present industrial system and 
the culture it has defecated, I want workers 
control for a new and better society. It will 
be a victory for us, as workers, to demo­
cratically run industry, but it does not con­
stitute a victory for us as men. It will be a 
triumph for man when we begin to cultivate 
new lifestyles based on a complete inver­
sion of our present society. The entire 
monstrous edifice of relations of the pro­
duction of goods can't be merely taken over: 
it was brutally built with the needs of the 
present owners and managers in mind. We 
will have to lay new cornerstones and build 
on new human and humane foundations.

I thoroughly concur with that.

ALAN ALBON. 

/Disabling Professions, by Ivan lllich, Irving 
K. Zola, John Me Knight, Jonathan Caplan 
and Harley Shaiken (Marion Boyars,_£ 1.95) 
is available from Freedom Bookshop./

present market economy—be adequate­
ly rewarded. In the same way the mar­
ket economy ensures that our need for 
bread cannot be satisfied unless adequ­
ate recompense, in the shape of the 
price mechanism, be paid to the shop­
keeper—without arbitration.
In the face of these factors any referen­
dum vote that a strike shall not take 
place is as realistic as a vote for sun­
shine, Victor’s life, agin sin or for 
peace. As long as the present system of 
price mechanism and market economy 
persists such ’confrontations’ on mere 
cash rewards will persist.
The Trade Union MLwer-structure is
happy that this muscle-flexing should 
go on. Many of the Conservatives 
would be quite happy to collaborate 
with the trade unions in putting down 
unofficial strikes and regulating the un 
holy relationship between master and 
man. Even the closed shop would, for 
some Tories, regulate labour by mak­

ing shop-floor discipline the preroga­
tive of the big unions.
Mrs. Thatcher’s despairing cry for a 
referendum is a quack remedy for the 
ills of the Tory schizophrenia.
The Sunday Express guesses that a re- 
ferendum will be held on the advisabili­
ty of restoring capital punishment. Tbis 
is, like all referenda, a stupid method 
of arriving at wisdom.
We are harvesting (literally in some 
cases) the unhappy results of a referen­
dum in favour of staying in the Common 
Market. If we had voted to stay out, no 
doubt, all other things being equal, we 
should be equally unhappy.
Wisdom cannot be arrived at by count­
ing heads. Especially in a brain-wash­
ed, propaganda exposed or cynical 
electorate. Responsibility cannot be 
suffled off in an expression of mere 
wishes in a referendum!

JACK ROBINSON.

THE ANARCHIST STUDENTS Network has 
been operating for some months and will be 
holding a conference on the weekend of 5-6 
November, in Exeter. The network aims to 
act as an information spreading system and to 
distribute anarchist literature. For details of 
the conference and to be included in the con­
tacts list (or to receive it) students and student 
groups should write to: Exeter University Anar­
chists, Devonshire House, Stocker Road, 
Exeter Devon.

FREEDOM will be available at several Fresh­
ers Fairs in the next week or so—for example 
Reading, Cambridge, Exeter, Newcastle Poly, 
Central London Poly. Please write to us if 
the bookstall in your college or university and 
we will supply on sale or return.




