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haunting Britain. Not only have we the
imminence of a referendum on devolu-
tion (if that Parliamentary wangle goes
on) but Mrs. Thatcher, in an obvious
last-minute attempt to bridge the gap in
Tory thinking between Sir Keith Joseph
and James Prior on trade unionism,
told a television interviewer that in the
event of 'a confrontation' between the
government and the unions the govern-
ment would "'let the people speak. You
can do it two ways, either a general
election, or you can take a single issue
through a referendum',

Either this, as is claimed by Peregrine
Worsthorne (in opposing it) is a Macchi-
avellian scheme to put the unions in the
wrong; or as Joe Gormley of the miners'
union says, it is 'damn stupid'. One is
inclined to side with Mr. Gormley's
diagnosis, for in the throes of a televi-
sion cross-examination by Parliament-
ary renegade Mr,’ Brian Walden it is
possible that Mrs. Thatcher said, as
many will do, the first thing that came
into her well-permed head,

However, as many Jungians or Freudi-
ans will attest, the first thing thatfloats
up from the unconscious is the real but
suppressed thought. Wouldn't it be nice
if we had referenda to solve all our pro-
blems, If for example we had voted last
week whether Victor the giraffe should
die or not, the overwhelming public re-
sponse would have been that he should
live, Victor, encouraged no doubt by
popular acclaim , and his keepers forti-
iied by public opinion, would no doubt
have trebled their efforts to keep him |
alive,

Similarly if we had had a referendum on
the weather this summer the overwhelm-
ing majority, despite a cursed minority
of farmers, umbrella manufacturers
and seaside-cinema proprietors, would
have voted for fine weather and our
votes ascending to heaven like incense
would doubtless have influenced those

in authority.

There was an American presidential
candidate (who later became President)
Calvin Coolidge, who went onthe record
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in his campaign programme as being
'‘agin sin', It is not known whether this
right-thinking pronouncement won him
the election but, by and large, most
people are against sin (subject to their
own definition) so Cal was in fact on the
side of the majority. Any right-thinking
person--and God—is a majority.

In a similar way in the too-late thirties
the League of Nations conducted a
Peace Ballot in Great Britain which vo-
ted in favour of collective action and
sanctions against aggressors. The
League of Nations blundered on to its
doom betrayed by its members who had
no intention whatsoever of taking col-
lective action or imposing sanctions a-
gainst Mussolini, Hitler, or the Japan-
ese rulers. The wishful think of the
ballot had little signifance except as a
heartcry from the liberal minority.

Everyone is agin stikes. Union leaders
enter upon them with the greatest reluc-
tance even when necessary. Employers,
of course, are supposed inevitably to
oppose them and to seek by all means
to avoid them, The gover nment—of
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whatever party-—generally deplores
them and seeks by the most complex
conciliation machinery to settle them.
Or, by means of the military labour at
its command, to break them,

The general public (whoever they are)
is supposed (vide Phatcher) to suffer
moct from sfrikes. Incidentally, the
proportion of pensioners in the popula-
tion seems to increase during strikes
so that they may be the majority of suf-
ferers, Also, the sirikers themselves
and their dependents are, by some sta-
tistical alchemy, excluded from the fig-
ures for the general public—and their
sufferings from strikes (witness the
1924-30 miners' strikes) are often grea-
ter than those of the consumers.

The simple and brutal fact is that if a
strike does not affect the general pub-
lic there is little point in having it and
the mere fact that the absence of the
product—e, g, bread-—from the market
causes hardship is sufficient testimony
that the need for the product is substan-
tiated and its production should—in the
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