
Laudelino lglesias Martinez left prison on the 9th
of August 2004 after spending more than 23
years in Spanish cells. He is one of the well-
known social rebels and anarchists imprisoned
in Spain, participating in the revolutionary
organisation of prisoners who were refused
amnesty by the state after the death of Franco,
and continuing to struggle against isolation and
against the many abuses of a brutal
incarceration system. Laudelino spent many

1 years suffering at the hands of fascist screws in
the infamous FIES units but never stopped
ýghýng.

In autumn 2005 Laude began a European tour
to spread information about past and current
resistance to the repressive state apparatus that
is the penal system, and to encourage solidarity

with the many free and strong individuals who are currently behind bars.

This is a transcript of his talk at the 1 in 12 Club in Bradford, October 6th, 2005, where
he was accompanied by an activist from the Spanish prisoner support group
Salhateka.
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I was born in the Basque country into a poor working class family. We
were 13 brothers which meant that we had adifficult economic situation. The
older brothers had to start working at a very young age to help the family
economically. I started working when I was 13 and lwas getting paid next to
nothing for lots of hours of work, so I started to get conscious about what
labour exploitation is. Because I didnôt have enough with what I was getting
paid I started expropriating from those who exploited me and because of that
I was arrested and imprisoned many times, suffering illðtreatment and torture.
Iôve been in prison for a total of around 26 years between reformatories and
prisons which means that now that Iôm 44 Iôve spent more years imprisoned
than free. Iôve been imprisoned in the majority of prisons in the Spanish state
because of dispersion or because of trying to escape and Iôve been in isolation
for nearly 16 years between 1ñ level and FIES number 1, ñdirect control". It is
due to this that I can give testimony that in Spanish prisons there is ill-
treatment and torture and that they systematically contravene fundamental
human rights. Many friends and
comrades have been killed due to
beatings and torture and many
others because of serious illnesses
or hanging themselves. For me all
these deaths are state murders.

After Francoôs death which
led to the end of his fascist  
national catholic regime in Spain
in -1975, what was called ñthe  
Transitionò started, which led to
the fascist-monarquic state that
there still is now. Supposedly,
when thereôs a change of regime
there should be a total amnesty for all prisoners at that time. So in the streets
lots of support started but mostly focused on those who were political
prisoners, who were actually a minority. But all the people imprisoned up till
then were a consequence of the Francoistðfascist regime. As a result of the
mobilisations on the streets most of the Basque political prisoners were
amnestied but all the rest werenôt; so all the people that they called ñsocial
prisoners" got really angry and fought against this. They organised themselves
into an group called COPEL, Coordinadora Presos En Lucha (Association for
Prisoners In Struggle) and started to demand an amnesty for all prisoners with
various protests. Because their demands werenôt answered by the
administration they started more radical protests like mutinies and riots inside
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prisons where they destroyed as many things as they could, like doors,
furniture, windows.... And so, by the end of 1979-80 most of those old _
prisons were badly damaged. The Spanish state instead of giving them
amnesty responded by repressing brutally all those prisoners who were
rebelling against them and so the police and the army entered inside prisons
to repress all those ñsocial prisoners" that were still inside, killing a few of
them and seriously wounding many others. Those who the state thought were
the leaders were moved to the only two high security prisons that existed at I
that time where repression was very bad; they were even woken up every day
at 6 oôclock in the mornin to ñCara al sol" which was Francoôs fascist national9
song. They killed many-of them in those two prisons called Puerto de Santa
Maria and Herrera de la Mancha. As a TI
consequence of that brutal repression
the COPEL movement was practically
eradicated, but even in those harsh
circumstances many prisoners
survived while many of them did S
nothing because of fear.

In around 1986-87 some
prisoners started to organize another
prisoners association called APRE,
Asociacion de Presos en Regimen
Especial (Association of Prisoners in
Special Regime). This new association
thought that they would be able to
achieve various things through legal
channels and so all they did was to
write legal complaints. I wasnôt
involved in this new movement
because I didnôt think that anything ~ i
would change or improve with written ,
complaints, and as time passed our doubts became reality because the judges
were accomplices of what was happening inside prisons and all the did wasYto archive our complaints and so writing meant nothing to them. It was for this
reason that some prisoners, in which I include myself, decided that the only
way to put the reality of our isolation into the public eye was to take screws as
hostages and try to get our freedom with this because we didnôt believe that

_ _ :

not at least compensation for all the ill-treatment that we had all suffered in
isolation. Unfortunately at the end we didnôt achieve this because the state
never gives up and faced with the demand for freedom repressed us even
harder. And so in 1991 they completely crushed us with the creation of the
FIES regime units which we had no knowledge about and which took us by
surprise. They started to make a selection of prisoners who had tried to
escape and who had taken hostages and at first they took us to two different
prisons that at that time were high security. Once in there they took away all
our belongings and left us in our underwear in a completely empty room with
only a mattress on the floor and without any means of communication'- we
couldnôt see anybody else not even the lawyers, we had nothing to write
with... It took us so much by surprise that we even thought that a Coup dóetat
could have happened and that we would spend our last days in there and then
get shot. They kept us in underwear for four months moving us from one cell
to another every day after suffering full body searches, they forced us to have
Xðrays to see if we had anything inside our bodies, we never got taken to the
exercise yard and even in that situation we kept fighting every dayó against the
screws knowing that at the minimum act of rebellion we would get seriously
beaten up andtortured, but in that maddened state of mind we fought and
rebelled. With the things we were doing in those circumstances after four
months we managed to get them to give us back some of our belongings, like
our clothes, and pencils and paper which we used to complain and _
communicate with our families and lawyers. Because all the actions we did
before we got moved had taken them by surprise we had them against the
wall, and they didnôt yet have the FIES regime and units up and running. And
so they started to build up the FIES units that Iôm now going to describe.
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' Ya-' .5-z:.g4:iwe could get an amnesty through their laws any more. So we started to take ñ " ó"1 '.';.'_'jjT.1jf' gflifc -
lots of hostages, trying to escape as a first priority and if we couldnôt, because ~~ "~""* " "
it was very difficult, we barricaded ourselves in and negotiated our surrender
with public reports on what was happening inside prisons. This group that we
started was called GAPEL, Grupo Armado de Presos En Lucha (Armed Group of
Prisoners In Struggle) and of all the actions that we did we only managed to
escape with hostages once. Time passed by and we had the penitentiary
institution against the wall, partly because people outside started to realise
what was happening inside, and we were still asking for a total amnesty and if
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This is a real cell, but all the FIES ones are very similar. I draw this one
in 1994 and I'spent 2 whole years in it, every day. The measurements of the
cells as you can see are very small, all the opening systems for FIES doors are
automatic. They have a toilet that is not drawn because I wasn't very good at it
but it was situated just behind the door. They used the round holes in the bed
to handcuff us at the hands and feet after beatings (which used to happen
most days) leaving us there in that position for one, two, three days and up to
a week without giving us any drinks or food and meaning that we had to do all
our personal necessities on ourselves. They didnôt take off the handcuffs for
anything, they insulted us, hit us ifwe complained - and this is still happening
nowadays. On the exterior part of the window apart from the iron bars, there
is a metal mesh with really small holes, smaller than the shape of a cigarette.
The bed surface is made from metal, again with small holes. So you can now
imagine how it was to spend even just one day handc.uffed from the hands and
feet, lying on that metal surface facing up or down.

All the walls are made from reinforced concrete which made it
impossible to break anything and that is why they are called anti-mutiny cells.
We spent 23 hours a day in those cells and then they took us out into a small
caged exercise yard. But before taking us outside the cell they told us to-
undress and then they handcuffed us with our hands behind our backs. Once
in the exercise yard we were on our own or maximum two people and still
handcuffed, and I want to make it clear -_.-_. '-Us -. ~ I
that this still happens nowadays. This '
place was completely free of any type of
furniture and the roof was made of
girders and then metal mesh, specially .
designed to avoid any escapes even if . g
somebody came" to get you with a : 1
helicopter. Even with all this, all the I I
surrounding walls have razorðwire all
over them.

The FIES modules are small

' I

maximum security prisons inside of I
maximum security macroðprisons and i
they are anti-mutiny and anti-escape.

average and in them a maximum of 4 @
people, always keeping an empty cell
between the occupied ones. In front of  ~~~ ~-9'
every cell door thereôs a camera and in front of the window thereôs another
camera and also the corridors and yards have plenty of them and everything.is
electronically controlled. Inevery cell there is a listening device from where
they listen to everything that you could be saying. The screws used the
microphoned cells to insult and threaten you giving you death threats
sometimes. In the cell they only let you have a set of clothes, 2 books, a tooth
brush, and a pen, both cut down so you canôt use them as a weapon.
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iThey are small units that have 8 cells on i @

Thereôs no physical-contact with the screws with the exception of
when they come to move you to another cell or another prison.

They had us all completely isolated from the rest of the prisoners,
they intercepted our communications, they limited our letters to two per week,
each of only one page and in capital letters which then they read, the
telephone calls were all listened to by screws and if you said something that
they didnôt like they cut the line. The communication rooms were special and
reinforced with more iron bars.

The FIES regime has got 5 levels:

1. The first and the harshest one is FIES 1, direct control. In this one they
keep the very dangerous social prisoners that have tried to escape, or
that took hostages... They wonôt put you in this FIES straight from _a
conviction outside, you have to have had problems and confrontations
with the screws and tried to escape using force and violence once
already in prisons. _

2. The second one is FIES 2 where they put all the big drug dealers, that
is a FIES of control and protection for them. They isolate them from
other prisoners so they donôt get killed.

3. Then thereôs FIES 3 where they keep people who have been sentenced
for what they call ñterrorist crimesò. In those they have people from
ETA & GRAPO organisations. They donôt keep them in FIES units, they
are in normal isolation. ó _ _

4.. Then FIES 4 for convicted state civil servants like police officers,
screws... that it is another FIES of protection.

5. And then FIES 5 where they keep rapists or people that generate great
general alarm which is also a FIES of protection.

In the Spanish state, because of the political history of the Basque
country, the screws even got to the stage of proposing that thoSE P|'I5Á"eT5
who were taking people as hostages, making mutinies and trying to, escape,
should form a group to finish off some Basque prisoners as an exchange for
their freedom. We first showed some interest to try to get as much in ormat on
about their proposal and what exactly they wanted from us, to then obviously
decline the offer because we wouldnôt go and kill comrades inside prisonll
What they were trying to create was a Prison GAL, Grupo Antiterrorista de
Liberacion (Anti-terrorist Liberation Group). which was already in action onghe
streets and that killed around S0 Basque people, who were bombed, gunne
or kidnapped. They were stateðarmy--police mafias that were killing people
that they considered to be involved in armed struggle. All the people that got
sentenced for GAL involvement are already_free and they all have honour d
medals. So they wanted to do the same inside prison but didn t manage to lg
so. Iôve been talking about a óPrison GAI__ , but it is a common strategy that t e
screws offer something to prisoners to kill people that give them problems.
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