DOWN WITH THE PRISON WALLS!

Laudelino Iglesias Martinez left prison on the 9th
of August 2004 after spending more than 23
years in Spanish cells. He is one of the well-
known social rebels and anarchists imprisoned
In Spain, participating in the revolutionary
organisation of prisoners who were refused
amnesty by the state after the death of Franco,
and continuing to struggle against isolation and
against the many abuses of a brutal
incarceration system. Laudelino spent many
years suffering at the hands of fascist screws in
the infamous FIES units but never stopped
fighting.

In autumn 2005 Laude began a European tour
to spread information about past and current
resistance to the repressive state apparatus that
Is the penal system, and to encourage solidarity
with the many free and strong individuals who are currently behind bars.

This is a transcript of his talk at the 1 in 12 Club in Bradford, October 6th, 2005, where

he was accompanied by an activist from the Spanish prisoner support group
Salhateka.
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LAUDELINO IGLESIAS MARTINEZ




| was born in the Basque country into a poor working class family. We
were 13 brothers which meant that we had a difficult economic situation. The
older brothers had to start working at a very young age to help the family
economically. | started working when | was 13 and | was getting paid next to
nothing for lots of hours of work, so | started to get conscious about what
labour exploitation is. Because | didn’t have enough with what | was getting
paid | started expropriating from those who exploited me and because of that
| was arrested and imprisoned many times, suffering ill-treatment and torture.
I’ve been in prison for a total of around 26 years between reformatories and
prisons which means that now that I’'m 44 I've spent more years imprisoned
than free. I’ve been imprisoned in the majority of prisons in the Spanish state
because of dispersion or because of trying to escape and I've been in isolation
for nearly 16 years between 1* level and FIES number 1, “direct control”. It is
due to this that | can give testimony that in Spanish prisons there is ill-
treatment and torture and that they systematically contravene fundamental
human rights. Many friends and s sl B S sl R e
comrades have been killed due to
beatings and torture and many
others because of serious ilinesses
or hanging themselves. For me all
these deaths are state murders.

After Franco’s death which
led to the end of his fascist
national catholic regime in Spain
in 1975, what was called “the
Transition” started, which led to
the fascist-monarquic state that s k-
there still is now. Supposedly, SRR o AL TGRS S
when there’s a change of regime S S |
there should be a total amnesty for all prisoners at that time. So in the streets
lots of support started but mostly focused on those who were political
prisoners, who were actually a minority. But all the people imprisoned up till
then were a consequence of the Francoist-fascist regime. As a result of the
mobilisations on the streets most of the Basque political prisoners were
amnestied but all the rest weren’t; so all the people that they called “social
prisoners” got really angry and fought against this. They organised themselves
into an group called COPEL, Coordinadora Presos En Lucha (Association for
Prisoners In Struggle) and started to demand an amnesty for all prisoners with
various protests. Because their demands weren’t answered by the
administration they started more radical protests like mutinies and riots inside
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prisons where they destroyed as many things as they could, like doors,
furniture, windows.... And so, by the end of 1979-80 most of those old |
prisons were badly damaged. The Spanish state instead of giving them
amnesty responded by repressing brutally all those prisoners who were
rebelling against them and so the police and the army entered inside prisons
to repress all those “social prisoners” that were still inside, killing a few of
them and seriously wounding many others. Those who the state thought were
the leaders were moved to the only two high security prisons that existed at
that time where repression was very bad; they were even woken up every day
at 6 o’clock in the morning to “Cara al sol” which was Franco’s fascist national

song. They killed many:of them in those two prisons called Puerto de Santa
Maria and Herrera de la Mancha. As a ~

consequence of that brutal repression
the COPEL movement was practically
eradicated, but even in those harsh
circumstances many prisoners
survived while many of them did
nothing because of fear.

In around 1986-87 some
prisoners started to organize another
prisoners association called APRE,
Asociacion de Presos en Regimen
Especial (Association of Prisoners in
Special Regime). This new association
thought that they would be able to
achieve various things through legal
channels and so all they did was to
write legal complaints. | wasn’t
involved in this new movement
because | didn’t think that anything S e
would change or improve with written : '
complaints, and as time passed our doubts became reality because the judges
were accomplices of what was happening inside prisons and all they did was
to archive our complaints and so writing meant nothing to them. It was for this
reason that some prisoners, in which | include myself, decided that the only
way to put the reality of our isolation into the public eye was to take screws as
hostages and try to get our freedom with this because we didn’t believe that
we could get an amnesty through their laws any more. So we started to take
lots of hostages, trying to escape as a first priority and if we couldn’t, because
it was very difficult, we barricaded ourselves in and negotiated our surrender
with public reports on what was happening inside prisons. This group that we
started was called GAPEL, Grupo Armado de Presos En Lucha (Armed Group of
Prisoners In Struggle) and of all the actions that we did we only managed to
escape with hostages once. Time passed by and we had the penitentiary
institution against the wall, partly because people outside started to realise
what was happening inside, and we were still asking for a total amnesty and if
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not at least compensation for all the ill-treatment that we had all suffered in
isolation. Unfortunately at the end we didn’t achieve this because the state
never gives up and faced with the demand for freedom repressed us even
harder. And so in 1991 they completely crushed us with the creation of the
FIES regime units which we had no knowledge about and which togk us by
surprise. They started to make a selection of prisoners who had tried to
escape and who had taken hostages and at first they took us to two different
prisons that at that time were high security. Once in there they took away a_II
our belongings and left us in our underwear in a completely empty room with
only a mattress on the floor and without any means of communication - we
couldn’t see anybody else not even the lawyers, we had nothing to write
with... It took us so much by surprise that we even thought that a Coup d’etat
could have happened and that we would spend our last days in there and then
get shot. They kept us in underwear for four months moving us from one cell
to another every day after suffering full body searches, they forced us to have
X-rays to see if we had anything inside our bodies, we never got taken_to the
exercise yard and even in that situation we kept fighting every day against the
screws knowing that at the minimum act of rebellion we would get seriously
beaten up and tortured, but in that maddened state of mind we fought and
rebelled. With the things we were doing in those circumstances after four .
months we managed to get them to give us back some of our belongings, like
our clothes, and pencils and paper which we used to complain and
communicate with our families and lawyers. Because all the actions we did
before we got moved had taken them by surprise we had them again_st the
wall, and they didn’t yet have the FIES regime and units up and running. And
so they started to build up the FIES units that I'm now going to describe.
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