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Case Resolution - latest information
The Border and Immigration 
Agency’s (BIA) plans to clear 
the backlog of unresolved 
asylum cases (estimated at 
450,000!) by 2011 are in 
progress. Nottingham City 
Council has been told to expect 
159 families to be granted 
Indefinite Leave to Remain 
(ILR) by mid-March. Some 
single people are also starting 
to receive ILR letters.

Other old cases will be 
assigned special caseworkers 
(without further questionnaires 
being sent necessarily) so there 
may be more than the initial 
159 families granted ILR.

Once ILR is granted, a family 
has 28 days before NASS 
support and accommodation 
cease. They will then be 
“statutorily homeless” and the 
City Council will be legally 
bound to house them.

If the family’s NASS house 
belongs to the Council, these 
families can opt to stay in the 
property after signing a tenancy 
with Nottingham City Homes. If 

they want to move, Housing Aid 
will help them to bid for another 
property but if, after 28 days, their 
bidding is unsuccessful, they will 
either have to stay in their NASS 
property or be homeless. If they 
successfully bid but the house is 
not ready, they will have to move 
into temporary accommodation 
(potentially in a family hostel).

Families have no option of 
permanently staying in houses 
belonging to Refugee Support or 
Priority Properties but the Council 
is hoping to take over these 
houses for 6 months, while the 
family seeks alternative 
accommodation.

All families should be visited by 
someone from the Council’s 
Housing Aid team who will advise 
them of their housing options. 
Refugee Support has a contract 
with the Council to provide advice 
and support to families as soon as 
they receive their ILR letter 
(including assistance with applying 
for benefits). They are also, of 
course, welcome to come to 
Refugee Forum for advice.

Upon ILR being granted, 
families will only have a right to 
apply for Council housing in the 
town to which they were 
dispersed by NASS. They can 
move elsewhere in the UK but 
will have to find private 
accommodation. After 6 months 
living there, they will have the 
right to apply for council 
housing in that area. They 
should be warned that family 
accommodation in London and 
the South East can be very 
expensive and waiting times for 
Council housing are high 
(between 10-15 years in the 
London area).

Asylum Policy tnui Report
It is estimated that there are about a quarter of a million failed asylum seekers in the UK. The majority of 
whom are not allowed to claim benefits but are also forbidden to work (with the repercussions of working 
illegally increasing all the time) yet the situation in their country of origin means that their return is 
unfeasible. The law effectively forces these individuals into destitution. At the same time, the asylum 
process is overburdened and chaotic.

Researchers state that the root of the problem is that the system was designed to deal with only a few 
cases, not the 25,000 or so applications that are actually made. Some estimates suggest that there are 
up to 450,000 failed asylum seekers living in the UK without statutory support. 90% of them feel it is 
unsafe to return to their country of origin. 

The Government’s response to this has been to tighten asylum law (restricting legal aid, splitting up 
families) and moving responsibility around asylum to different departments within the Home Office. The 
system costs £1.5 billion per annum but does not work and has resulted in a growing destitute 
underclass supported only by voluntary organisations.

Summarised from The asylum Policy Group’s Report in, The Centre for Social Justice’s Policy
Programme 2007-2008 Launch. www.centreforsocialiustice.orq.uk
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DRC Appeal Update
Recently, the appeal regarding the 
DRC test-case was refused at the 
first stage. Although papers are 
now being prepared to take the 
appeal directly to the Court of 
Appeal, the Home Office are 
detaining people that go to sign-in 
and issuing 
them (and 
those already 
detained) with 
removal 
directions.

Solidarity with the workers of Iran

<!>}) The Iranian government has been 
arresting workers who have stood 
and tried to organize unions. This

repression is in violation of International Labour

up

Organization core conventions and the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights ("everyone has the 
right to form and to join trade unions for the 
protection of his interests"). On 6th March, trade 
unions around the world held an international day of 
action in solidarity with the workers of Iran. See link 
for more information:
http://www.itfglobal.org/campaigns/osanloo-
action.cfm

Citizenship Test Computer Software Available

• • • • • • • • • • • •

Nottingham City and County Libraries now have licences to provide software 
which will help people prepare for and assess their readiness to take the British 
Citizenship Test. The course, called Life in Great Britain includes the text of 
chapters 2,3,4,5 and 6 of Life in the UK a journey into citizenship. The course 
has been designed to enable the learner to work through the program 
independently, but can be used with tutor support. Learners need to have a 
reasonable grasp of English to get the most out of the programme.

The software is available at Arnold, Aspley, Beeston, Carlton Road, Central, Hyson Green, Mansfield, 
Meadows, Newark, Radford, Retford, Sneinton, St Anns, Sutton-ln-Ashfield, Worksop and West 
Bridgford libraries.

City of Sanctuary is a movement to build a culture 
of hospitality for refugees and asylum-seekers. 
Sheffield became the first official ‘City of 
Sanctuary’ for asylum seekers and refugees in

September 2007; there are now working groups in Leicester and Leeds. The first national City of
Sanctuary Conference will be on 4 June 2008 in Sheffield, www.cityofsanctuary.com

still human
still here

Amnesty International have produced a short documentary to 
highlight the hardships faced by destitute refused asylum seekers 
in the UK. The 12 minute film “Still Human, Still Here” shows the 
lives of three refused asylum seekers. It is part of their ongoing 
campaign to end the threat of destitution as a tool to deter people 
from claiming asylum in the UK. The campaign calls for the 
government to continue financial support and accommodation to 
refused asylum seekers and grant permission to work as well as 
full access to healthcare and education.

The film can be found at www.amnesty.orq.uk/asylum

http://www.itfglobal.org/campaigns/osanloo-
http://www.cityofsanctuary.com
http://www.amnesty.orq.uk/asylum



