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Case Resolution - latest information

The Border and Immigration
Agency’'s (BIA) plans to clear
the backlog of unresolved
asylum cases (estimated at
450,000!) by 2011 are in
progress. Nottingham City
Council has been told to expect
159 families to be granted
Indefinite Leave to Remain
(ILR) by mid-March. Some
single people are also starting
to receive ILR letters.

Other old cases will be
assigned special caseworkers
(without further questionnaires
being sent necessarily) so there
may be more than the initial
159 families granted ILR.

Once ILR is granted, a family
has 28 days before NASS
support and accommodation

cease. They will then be
“statutorily homeless” and the
City Council will be legally

bound to house them.

If the family’'s NASS house
belongs to the Council, these
families can opt to stay in the
property after signing a tenancy
with Nottingham City Homes. If

they want to move, Housing Aid
will help them to bid for another
property but if, after 28 days, their
bidding is unsuccessful, they will
either have to stay in their NASS
property or be homeless. If they
successfully bid but the house is
not ready, they will have to move
iInto temporary accommodation
(potentially in a family hostel).

Families have no option of
permanently staying in houses
belonging to Refugee Support or
Priority Properties but the Council
IS hoping to take over these
houses for 6 months, while the
family seeks alternative
accommodation.

All families should be visited by
someone from the Council’s
Housing Aid team who will advise
them of their housing options.
Refugee Support has a contract
with the Council to provide advice
and support to families as soon as
they receive their ILR letter
(Including assistance with applying
for benefits). They are also, of
course, welcome to come to
Refugee Forum for advice.

Upon ILR being granted,
families will only have a right to
apply for Council housing in the
town to which they were
dispersed by NASS. They can
move elsewhere in the UK but
will have to find private
accommodation. After 6 months
living there, they will have the
right to apply for council
housing in that area. They
should be warned that family
accommodation in London and
the South East can be very
expensive and waiting times for
Council housing are high
(between 10-15 years in the
London area).

It is estimated that there are about a quarter of a million failed asylum seekers in the UK. The majority of
whom are not allowed to claim benefits but are also forbidden to work (with the repercussions of working
llegally increasing all the time) yet the situation in their country of origin means that their return is
unfeasible. The law effectively forces these individuals into destitution. At the same time, the asylum
process is overburdened and chaotic.

Researchers state that the root of the problem is that the system was designed to deal with only a few
cases, not the 25,000 or so applications that are actually made. Some estimates suggest that there are
up to 450,000 failed asylum seekers living in the UK without statutory support. 90% of them feel it is

unsafe to return to their country of origin.

The Government's response to this has been to tighten asylum law (restricting legal aid, splitting up
families) and moving responsibility around asylum to different departments within the Home Office. The

system costs £1.5 billion per annum but does not work and has resulted in a growing destitute
underclass supported only by voluntary organisations.

Summarised from The asylum Policy Group’s Report.in;-The Centre for Social Justice’s Policy
www.centreforsociaﬂusticet.org.uk

Programme 2007-2008 Launch.



http://www.centreforsocialiustice.orq.uk



http://www.itfglobal.org/campaigns/osanloo-
http://www.cityofsanctuary.com
http://www.amnesty.orq.uk/asylum



