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The past twelve months since October 2005 have been a busy and eventful for the Forum,
involving internal changes and the need to respond to national and local factors affecting
asylum seekers and refugees.

The move from cramped 118 Mansfield Road to the spacious Square Centre happened on 30t
September 2005, after two years of searching — and the stresses of refurbishment. At last we
have a building with disabled access and sufficient space, in a central location.

Thanks must go to our Treasurer, Leo Keely, for the often-frustrating work of liaising with the
architect, builders and suppliers, in order to get the premises ready for occupation, and for his
continuing work in organising necessary improvements to the facilities.

The extra space has provided reasonable working conditions for staff and volunteers, better
advice and waiting areas, and the reintroduction of on-site meetings and social events. It has
also made it possible to bring in-house the food distribution for destitute asylum seekers, which
the Forum had previously supported at St Catherine’s House, Life at the Centre, and St
Andrew’s.

The numbers of refugees and asylum seekers coming to the new centre rapidly got back to
previous levels, and the improved facilities have been much appreciated.

During the year, the Forum has greatly benefited from the appointment of two managers In
October Andy Gale joined as Access Development Manager, a post funded by City Council
Housing, in order to raise the capacity of refugees and asylum seekers to access housing-
related services. As part of his remit, Andy has worked with Management Committee members
to revive the Refugee Community Network, providing an opportunity for different communities
to discuss their common concerns.

In March, Charlotte Robinson was appointed as Centre Manager and set about providing a
much-needed order to the running of the premises, including Health and Safety issues, a
positive approach to supporting volunteers, and a strong expert lead to the advice sessions.

There have been many national and local issues that have had serious impact on the lives of
many asylum seekers - e.g. the start of new detentions of Iraqi asylum seekers and
deportations to Iraq, the High Court Judgements regarding Zimbabweans, changes in NASS
accommodation providers, and most recently the requirement by Immigration for asylum
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