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E'’RE BACK

Our last regular publication of Black Flag was No.201 (Nov 90), although a
‘midnight’ issue, No 202 did appear in November 91. We had intended to resume
regular publication then, but failed for a number of reasons.

Many of you have told us we had the best anarchist paper ever and that our return
would be marked by dancing in the streets. While we’re not averse to a bit of dancing
ourselves, we must ask you for your support in a number of other ways.

We have decided to come out as a quarterly, as the overwhelming cost of postage
and printing and the size of our collective makes anything else impractical at the
moment. We are trying to keep up the quality and increase the quantity per issue, but
this depends on copy and finances. We are still sending Black Flag free to prisoners
all over the world and would like to continue sending it for postage for people on the
dole.

However, we have no rich backers or friendly secret police agents to fund us, just
what we ourselves earn. We cannot survive without donations from our supporters,
so if you like what you’re reading, send us some cash. If you can afford it, send us a
bit extra to cover our non-paying subscribers — they’re inside for us and deserve our
support.

Donations to keep Black Flag going don’t have to be money. We also need stamps,
envelopes, articles, info, news, graphics and cartoons, reports, translators, fund-
raisers etc. Translators from all languages are welcome, but particularly East
European languages, Italian and Greek. Articles can be taken on disc (either size) in
any IBM compatible word processing package. Please state what package you’re using
if you send a disc to us.

All trade and back orders are being handled by: AK Distribution, 22 Lutton Place,
Edinburgh, Scotland, E8 9PE.

ANARCHO-QUIZ

1.Which British Government had the
highest number of both actual and
acknowledged political prisoners this
century (and the party doesn’t deny it, or
the fact that it tortured people when in
power),and what isitsrelation to Amnesty
International?

2.Who were Britain’s allies in the
1812 war against France and the States,
and how were they rewarded?

3.Which country, under a military
dictatorship subsequently supporting the
Nazis, called successfully on democratic

guerrilla forces to defend it from Russian
invasion, and what appealed most about
it to the Americans?

4, Why “flash” for flambuoyant crooks
or their imitators, as in “Flash Harry™?

5.What were the 17th century
autonomous and almost libertarian
(though patriarchal) colonies of armed
guerrillas in the Americas, living on
hunting , fishing and plunder of State
revenue, called, and what was the attitude
of the great powers to them?

Answers to quiz on page 31
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Home News

Middlebrook workers fight on

IN NOVEMBER 1992, 89 women were
sacked from Middlebrook Mushrooms, a
farm in Whitley, near Selby, Yorkshire.
All the women were part-time and had
over the past few years co-operated with
management to increase productivity,
increase output, change working
practisces and last year agreed to a pay
freeze. The company, part of the giant
Booker plc conglomerate, then turned
round and demanded a pay cut. The
women said no and were sacked. Since
then the women have been holding daily
pickets and mounting a campaign for
reinstatement.

Recently they were refused the right
to apply for unfair dismissal due to the
fact they were involved in industrial

action; an ironic state of affairs whereby
if a worker has a grievance they cannot
take action with fellow workers to sort it
out but must go cap in hand before the
tribunal. The womens’ morale, however,
1s still high, maintained by the large level
of support. A number of them have been
invited over to Sweden by the SAC (the
syndicalist Swedish union).

On the 26th October the strikers will
be going to London to picket the Booker
Prize and they are also calling for a mass
picket on 20th November to mark the
anniversary of the strike.

For further information and
donations, contact:

Cliftonville, Plough Garth, Kelling-
ton, DN14 ONJ Tel. 0977 662923

STOP THORP NOW!

AT PRESENT the Government is
deciding whether to go ahead with the
THORP nuclear reprocessing plant at
Sellafield in Cumbria. THORP is a
Thermal Oxide Reprocessing Plant that
was begun in 1977 at an estimated cost of
£300 million. Today there 1s a world glut
of uranium and countries such as France,
Germany and even Britain have
abandoned fast-breeder reactor
programmes. The only other use for
plutonium is in nuclear weapons. Today,
the bill for THORP stands at a massive
£2.8 billion.

Sellafield is the largest single source
of radioactive discharge in Europe. Ithas

been responsible for the largest number
of nuclear accidents in Britain. It is also
the site of Britain’s worstnuclear accident
- the Windscale fire of 1957 - the serious
effects of which were kept secret for 30
years. British Nuclear Fuel bosses like to
portray themselves as caring for the
workers but it 1s the workers who have to
live with the consequences of working
with radiation, including an increased
risk of cancer and leukemia passed on
from plant workers to their children.
This dangerous plant must be stopped

because it would:
* Drastically increase volumes of

nuclear waste. The incidence of childhood
leukemia around Sellafield is already up
to ten times the national average.
Radiation is the only established
environmental cause.

* Release up to 15 million Curies
of Krypton-85, a known cancer agent,
into the atmosphere.

* Increase the traffic in nuclear
waste and plutonium around the UK and
the world.

* Create more plutonium, further
increasing the risk of nuclear weapons
proliferation. By the year 2000 Sellafield

NUCLEAR POWER
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will be storing over half the world’s
plutonium, enough tomake1 0 , 0 0 0
atom bombs of the type that destroyed
Nagasaki.

* Make Britain the nuclear dustbin
of the world.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

Although THORP has been built, the
decision to go ahead has been postponed
till November 1993. We need a national
campaign against THORP and the whole
of the nuclear industry based on grass
roots activism. Even if THORP is
launched we can sink it by direct action.
In Germany a mass movement stopped a
similar reprocessing plant at
Wackersdorf. Dutch dockers recently
refused to handle nuclear waste bound _
for Britain. These kinds of actions along
with militant demonstrations and
campaigns can work. Get your local
environmental group, political group or
trade union to campaign against THORP
or contact the campaign:

Anti-Nuclear Network
c/o0 265 Seven Sisters Road
London N4 2DE

Please make cheques/POs payable to:

Haringey Direct Action Group.
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Home News -

Asian youth fight back

ON THE NIGHT of Wednesday 8th
September Quaddas Ali, 17, was severely
beaten by a gang of seven white men and
a woman as he and some friends visited
a East London video shop. As we go to
press he is still in hospital, but out of
intensive care.

The attack comes against a
background of increasing support for the
racist British National Party (BNP)in a
local counc¢il by-election in nearby
Millwall and an ever increasing number
of racist attacks. The attack happened the
same night as the BNP were canvassing
in the area and there is an unconfirmed
report that some of those involved in the
attack have been identified as BNP
members. The police, however, claim to
have no idea as to the identity of the
attackers and on the night of the attack
held the boy who reported it.

On Friday night, Youth Against
Racism in Europe called for a vigil at the
London hospital where Quaddas Ali had
been taken. Soon a large group,
predominently asian, young and male,
was squeezed onto the pavement outside
the hospital. The platform was handed
over to the Anti-Nazi League (ANL) and
the restless crowd was bored by a
succession of speakers. Meanwhile, the
small number of visible police tried to
keep people off the road and some kids
flicked paper balls at a couple of coppers.
The cops entered the crowd to try and
arrest these ‘dangerous criminals’. There
was some pushing and shoving and as the
ANL called for people to assemble for a
demo, the asian youth were fighting back.
A few coppers gota beating, a cop car was
turned over, another had its tyres slashed
and another its keys stolen. The police hit
back with with a shield charge which
forced people over the road, into a parade
of shops where four windows were
smashed. As the crowd moved up the
road the windows of two pubs were also
smashed, but as police reinforcemnts
arrived the crowd dispersed. Police have
blamed the trouble on “politically
motivated trouble-makers”. The truth is
the local Asians don’t need anyone to tell
them how to fight back. In fact there is a
growing feeling amongst them to have
nothing to do with ‘white’ anti-racist

groups after being disillusioned by the
opportunism of the ANL and their ilk.
This is further encouraged by the muslim
fundamentalists who had been very vocal
atthe demo - chanting ‘we want war’ and
who on Saturday had posters up calling
for unity amongst the asian community
and separation from ‘white’ groups.

On the Saturday the BNP had called
ademoonthe Isle of Dogs in East.London.
Only 50 turned up, but these included
John Tyndall and other bigwigs. They
proceeded in a boozy pub crawl and by
6.30 after being kicked out of a pub they

were escorted by the police to the top of
Brick Lane (the centre of the local asian -
community). Here the police left them to
smash some shop windows only to join
them again at the bottom of the road.
The asian community has only one
option in the face of these attacks and
blatant police racism - that is to defend
itself. Undoubtedly, people will be
victimised for defending their community,
just as they have before. They have our
support. We remember the slogans of
community defence campaigns over the
years - Self Defence 1s No Offence!
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A demonstrator being dragged off on the Friday demo

-Jobplan Sabotaged

THE JOB centre in Lambeth, South London was occupied by angry claimants in early
July as part of ongoing resistance to the ‘Jobplan’ scheme and attacks on claimants
in general. Jobplan is a new one week compulsory course for those unemployed more
than a year with the usual patronising ‘help’ and advice on competing harder with
others for whatever jobs may or may not be available and more hassle to get people
off benefits.

Sixteen Lambeth claimants sent on the course found the conditions unbearable
with a scruffy, miserable room, apart from there being no good reasonto be there. They
told the organisers - ‘Instant Muscle’ - that they wouldn’t participate unless conditions
were improved and entertained themselves reading papers and listening to walkmans.
On the second day they were told to go home and that their benefits would not be
affected!

Help in spreading the resistance to Jobplan can be obtained from the Lambeth
Unemployed Action Group, 12-14 Thornton St, London SW9

Source: Contraflow, ¢/0 56a Infoshop, 56 Crampton St, London SE17
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