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WE'RE BACK

without a break, let’s hope we’re able to
carry on for another term.

We are still maintaining the policy of
‘prisoners free’ on the basis that if non-
political prisoners don’t come to understand
the nature of the State when inside, they
never will, and those prisoners ‘inside for
us’ deserve solidarity. But we need back-
up and pay-up from those ‘outside’. We got
it for this issue, thanks.

UR last 1ssue No. 203 - was welcomed
back by many old and new friends
who feared we might have disappeared
forever after a gap of nearly two years. In
the meantime our editorial team had been
active in many fields of anarchist struggle.
Ever-mounting debts forced us to
suspension, but if every copy had got paid
for we would have been able to survive. We
carried on the journal for over twenty years
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HOME NEWS

BEYOND SELF DEFENCE

S REPORTED in Black Flag 203,
Aan Asian teenager, Quddus Ali,

was brutally attacked and put in a
coma by racists in September last year.
Two days after the attack, on 10th
September, hundreds attended a vigil at
Whitechapel
Hospital for him.
Towards the end of
this vigil, the police
started to harass
people in their usual
racist manner.

The pre-
dominantly Asian
youth fought back.
By the end of the
evening, many
were injured and
nine had been
arrested. They were
originally charged
with Riot, although
these charges have
now been dropped.
However, five have
now been charged
with Violent
Disorder and Assault On A Police Officer.
These young men are guilty of nothing
more than defending themselves and their
communities from attack. The racist nature
of the policing in the area was shown for all
to see when 50 Nazi thugs were allowed to
rampage through Brick Lane, the heart of
the Bengali community, despite heavy
police presence. No one has been arrested
for this.

Below we reprint a statement from
A.Sivanandan:

“ON UNITY:

NOT: A mechanical unity, atop-down unity,
a tactical unity.

NOT: The two-faced unity of political

parties who will unite with anyone and
anybody that brings them votes - as you
have seen in Tower Hamlets.

NOT: The opportunistic unity of trade
unions which take up black working class
action when it enhances their reputation,

begin to organise and cohere our
community.

IT IS: The base from which we take offinto
our other fights against racism.

IT IS: The line of no retreat. But that is not
enough any more. Racism is becoming too
acceptable,
fascism is
becoming too bold.
IT IS: Time we
pushed back the
frontiers.

IT IS: Time we
denied the fascists
the freedom of
speech that they
deny others, the

freedom of
assembly that they
deny others.

IT IS: Time we
drove them out of
our communities.
For beyond the
freedom of
assembly and the
freedom of speech
there is another

but abandon it when it can’t - as the GMB  freedom - the first freedom, the freedom to

has done recently over the year-long strike
of Asian women at Brunsalls in Smethwick.
NOT: The subsume-your-anti-racist-
struggle to our anti-fascist-struggle unity
of our anti-Nazi comrades.

NOT: The you-join-us, we-won 't-join-you
unity of national black organisations.
NOT: A structural or mechanical unity.
BUT: A unity that grows from a common
service to a common cause and is therefore
organic, dynamic, and provides the
springboard for a movement.

BEYOND SELF-DEFENCE:
IT IS: Around issues of self-defence that we

life - and that is the freedom the fascists
deny us.”

The Tower Hamlets Nine Defence
Campaign was set up to demand that the
charges are dropped, that police harassment
and violence ends and that the racists are
arrested. A picket was held on 1st February
outside Thames Magistrates Court at which
150 attended. The campaign is now waiting
for the court date for the five charged - they
will be organising a demonstration. Contact
them at:

Tower Hamlets Nine Defence
Campaign, PO Box 273, London E7. Tel:
081 548 0099.

POLL TAX PRISONER COMMITS SUICIDE

EIL KENNEDY, a labourer jailed
for non-payment of Poll Tax, killed
himself in early November last year. He
was 35 and from Horden in Surrey. He
was found hanged in his cell in Holme
House Prison, Cleveland, 3 weeks into a
3-month sentence for non-payment of
£250. He was revived but died 16 hours
later. Angry relatives say that he was

known to be depressed and should never
have been imprisoned. Kennedy offered
in court to pay the debt off at £2 a week
but the magistrates turned him down. To
our knowledge this is the third death
directly attributable to the Poll Tax; in
1989 a man killed himself in Kent
because he knew he and his family could
not afford to pay; in 1990 the police

threw an anti-Poll Tax activist in his
fifties down the steps of a court in
Coventry. He died of a heart attack.

The Poll Tax goes on killing people
quietly - how many more will die once
Value Added Tax is introduced on fuel
bills? What price our lives?

Source: Anarchist Black Cross/
'Taking Liberties’
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BLOODIED BUT
UNBOWED

REPRINT below an edited version of the statement made for the last mass
meeting of the Hatfield Main miners. It shows that even to the bitter end, the miners
never lost their defiance and fighting spirit and are still an inspiration to us all.

“The members of the NUM at Hatfield Main Colliery have been in continous struggle
against pit closures since 1983. In the year long strike men from this colliery distinguished
themselves as among the most loyal and valiant fighters in Britain. Our efforts were
frequently bedevilled by National Coal Board management pursuing a different agenda,
one that included ever greater attacks upon union rights and democratic working
practices. In resisting this, we fought alongside our comrades who had been victimised
in the Kent coal field and struck with them, as well as Frickley and Bentley when they had
their disputes.

Despite our agreement to new incentive schemes and multi-skilling, our co-operation
was never enough and management persisted in attempts to break the workforce from the
union, resulting in Hatfield leading the South Yorkshire coalfield strike of 1990, in which
our officials were prosecuted in the High Court. They received damage writs for millions
and wall-to-wall injunctions.

With a new manager, the branch attempted to find new relations for the sake of mutual
survival, only to be met by a government plan to wipe out 31 of the remaining collieries,
including ours and the rest of the Doncaster coalfield. 1t is to their upmost credit that
members of this branch responded to the call for action balloting 75% in favour, with an
easy majority among British Coal as well as our contract members. The Hatfield banner
together with our wives and children have marched the length and breadth of Britain in
protest at the massacre of our collieries. Women from Thorne and Moorends in particular
have taken initiatives of the most heroic kind. Our delegates lobbied and picketed union
branches of all descriptions in an effort to bring about general strike action, but with the
exception of our comrades on the railways and in local government we failed. As miners
born and bred of generations of miners, we were not surprised at the inaction of the TUC
general council or the leadership of the Labour Party, but our failure to mobilise the rank
and file is what finally damned us.

On the production front, despite our men toiling in the most horrendous of conditions,
we ended up with an £8 million loss. Despite this, in a few weeks of operation and with
renewed efforts the pit was knocking off the debt at a rate of nearly £1/4 million a week.
We could have clearly been in a break-even situation by May at the latest; when new well-
equipped faces would be waiting and access to over 200 million tonnes of prime reserves
would be in sight. Hatfield had fought hard to get out of the power station market and had
been successful in establishing new high proceed markets; to be told by the area director
that this colliery’s markets will be filled by British Coal importing foreign fuel for our own
customers is a national scandal.

We reluctantly agree to withdraw from the review procedure, knowing that no pit has
ever been spared even in the event of winning the appeal. Under no circumstance do we
agree with the closure of this colliery or the loss of our jobs.

We thank our men and their families for the magnificent support and strength of
conviction they have given this branch and the union at large. We know that whatever they
do, wherever they go, they will keep proud to our heritage, always join the appropriate
union, never crossing a picket line of any worker in dispute.

Exhausted and demoralised the present has been taken from us: the past and future
however belong to us and we shall guard them jealously. Mr Houghton, John Major,
Margaret Thatcher and the rich folk you represent, this moment is yours - you shall never
take from us our dignity as workers who have fought for justice and a better world. You
may disperse us from this spot, this moment in time, but our conviction shall remain
wherever we go and in the generations of post-miners children who follow us."

THE FUTURE IS OURS!
This is the unanimous decision of this branch 27th November 1993.
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NEWS IN BRIEF_

WORD has reached us that Lambeth
isn't the only place where the
Government’s Jobplan has been
sabotaged. Unemployed workers’ groups
in some parts of the country have been
quietly and successfully advising people
that they can demand to go home after 2
days on the 5 day course without loss of
benefits. If you are due to go on one of
these courses, check with your local
unemployed workers’ group/ claimants’
union first.

A GROUP of women who want to bring
meaning to the words the “Revolution
of Everyday Life” through action,
awareness, attitude. Meetings are held
regularly. Please contact us through PO
Box 1008, GLASGOW, Scotland.

WE HAVE received an appeal for
donations from the Glasgow Anarchist
Group. The purpose of donations is for
a club, "The Solidarity Club", which is
planned for meetings, both political
and social, a creche and the
establishment of a permanent bar.Our
comrades would appreciate any money
or help. Please make cheques payable
to "R.Lynn". Contact address: 151
Gallowgate, Glasgow G1 SAX,
Scotland.

ANARCHISTS NEW
FAX MACHINE

YOU can now fax the following groups
with your news and ideas:

CONTRAFLOW -European Counter
Network magazine

56a INFOSHOP - Anarchist bookstore
LONDON ANARCHIST BLACK
CROSS - Class struggle prisoners

support group
BAD ATTITUDE - Radical women’s

paper
121 CENTRE - Anarchist bookshop

and space: on

071 - 326

=0353
(24 hours)

Signed for Hatfield Main NUM Branch.
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