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Black Flag Editorial.

BM Hurricane Most of our comrades and readers will have already heard of the death of our
London WCIN 3XX founder editor Albert Meltzer on the 7 of May.We would like to dedicate this issue
to his memory, and to the cause to which he devoted his life - the advancement of
class struggle Anarchism. Unfortunately we need to set a few things straight.
Published, typeset and layout by the Most of the press in writing Albert’s obituary had the benefit of Stuart

Black Flag Collective Christie’s tribute which we reproduce in full here. Some papers manged to confuse
his support work during the Spanish Revolution and civil war with his activities in
the post-war Resistance (fed on myths of the one and ignorant of the other), but at
least none had him as a schoolboy member of the international brigade! Those
interested in the real story are referred to the chronology in Albert’s book, and to the
statement from the CNT in this issue.

Elsewhere (stand up /ndependent on Sunday) the press were nominating
Stuart Christie as Albert’s “heir apparent” on the grounds that they had heard of him
(he had been described in the 70’s as Britain’s best known Anarchist). I could say
that we really retire to a pub, like the Vatican’s cardinals and communicate by
smoke signals...but they’d probably believe me.

Which brings us to the liberal (in politics if not attitude) pseudo-anarchists at
Freedom Press who have, true to form, produced various pieces of venomous
propaganda. Nicolas Walter has been running around with his tatty one-man show,
“The Campaign To Convict Meltzer And Christie Of Running The Angry Brigade™.
You might want to put this one in the same basket as the Evening Standard journo
who was convinced Albert ran round frightening horses at the weekend as a hunt
sab, but you have to wonder what side Walter’s on, if not what planet.

Vernon Richards affected amusement at Albert’s involvement in Spanish
resistance activities. Anyone reading the communique from the CNT should be able
to make a judgement on the evidence rather than the jibes of an outsider. He bleats

For a social system based on
mutual aid and voluntary co-
operation — against state control
and all forms of government and
economic repression. To establish a
share in the general prosperity for
all — the breaking down of racial,
religious, national and sex barriers
— and to fight for the life of one
world.
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Rest of the world: Y- repeatedly about “this libellous autobiography ’ - why did he not raise any objec-
Surface: 4 issues £8 |  tions at the time of publication, when Albert could answer? Instead he makes the
Airmail: 4 issues £12 ]  most of his chance to piss on the grave. We at Black Flag will not be so coy with
i our verdict on him but for the moment will give Albert a posthumous riposte to
) these parasites.
w el N oo e p’?rhe last mistake to mention was our comrade Phil Ruff -understandably
AK Press enough - in his tribute at the crematorium service misquoting Alt?ert. This itself
33 Tower Street would have made a great anecdote of Albert’s,.I can almost hear it
Edinburgh “There’s Phil in the pulpit, and he’s claiming that I said I was a young man
EH6 7BN in a movement of young people, which of course 1S a nonsense, I never said that, I

said I started as a young man in a movement of old people and now was an old man

0131 535 5165 in a movement of youngsters ... which reminds me .

AV Kaciouine salud, comrade.
FO Box 40862

San Francisco
CA 94140-0682, USA

Green Anarchist are printing bollocks again. We are not MI5 assets. We are
not easily led and at least do our research and get names right...something G.A. are
incapable of. We hope that in the future they show more respect for other anarchists
Giro Account no. Black Flag and the truth or take their neo-primitivist clap-trap seriously and give up the use of

58 552 4009 printing presses.
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HOME NEWS

Hillingdon Strike
Update

Last October 56 Asian women
cleaners went on strike at Hillingdon
hospital in west London. The strike is
about the cuts in pay and conditions
imposed by Pall Mall Hotel Services,
a private contractor. Some of the
strikers have worked there for 15
years and this is the third pay cut they
have faced from private buccaneers.
Pall Mall's directors pay themselves
£140,000 a year and their parent
company, Davis ServiceEll Group,
made a profit of £25 million last year.
They are refusing to abide by TUPE
legislation which theoretically protects
the pay and conditions of workers
transferred to another contractor.

The cuts in pay amount to 20%, or
£35 per week. The strikers were
sacked after refusing to sign new
contracts.

After much pressure, their union
Unison, the largest in the country, has
declared the strike official, and the
women have been picketting every
day. They have endured racist abuse
and attacks from other hospital staff

and patients and need as much
support as possible.

This support needs to be international
and based on direct action as well as
financial support. It is clear that
Unison haven't got a clue what to do -
they are used to the relatively less
chaotic world of negotiating with local
councils and the NHS, a cowboy firm
that don't give a toss is beyond their
experience, even if they were willing.
It also shows the weakness of the
unions' strategy of relying on
European law to overcome a hostile
British environment. What if the
company just ignores it? Solidarity
actions against subsidiaries of the
Davis Group would be welcomed.
Send messages of support and
donations to: Hillingdon Hospital
Support Campaign, Committee Room
3, Civic Suite, Uxbridge, Middlesex
Tel: 01895 -255071

The Davis Group’s other interests
include: Elliot-Medway Construction;
HSS Hire Service Group; Miller
Rayner Ltd; Sunlight Service Group;
St George’s Services; Presco. Most of
their subsidiaries seem to be in hire
shops (HSS) or cleaning and laundry
services. Though all are registered in
the UK they do have some HSS Hire

| Sops franchises in Germany, Spain,
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Greece, the Netherlands and Malta.

ARCH UPDATE

Since our last issue, thing have moved on
at the Autonomous Refugee Centre
Hackney (ARCH). Peter Lilley’s
regulations denying benefits to asylum
seekers who claim asylum after port of
entry or those appealing against refusal of
refugee status, have ben overturned in the
Appeal Court, giving asylum seekers a
temporary respite before the Asylum and
Immigration Bill passes through
Parliament later this year and once again
removes all rights to benefits and housing.

The ARCH building in Stoke Newington
was evicted but 16 new refugees have
arrived. ARCH are working with these
refugees to find empty properties to squat .
and collecting food, money, furniture etc.,
to help support them in their new homes.
Others have managed to force the council
to house them free of charge. A
demonstration is planned outside Peter
Lilley’s house (40, Canonbury Road
London N1, just in case you happen to be
passing) and ARCH is active in local anti-
deportation campaigns.

ARCH need others to get involved with
their activities. Contact ARCH c/o Squash
0171-226 8938
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HOME NEWS

The Dunblane Massacre -

What Made Hamilton Tick?

Thomas Hamilton walked into a classroom
at Dunblane, where he was well known, and
shot the teacher and almost the entire class
of five year olds. In the national mourning
many questions were raised as to how this
could have been prevented. As he had killed
himself anyway, like Fred West the senal
murderer-rapist, there could hardly be any
of the usual cries for the re-introduction of
the death penalty. Though it was generally
claimed that it is all the harder for parents
who can't understand why Hamilton acted
the way he did, it was taken for granted
politics must be kept out of it. Now that it
is passed over as yesterday's news, perhaps
the time has come to make those politics
known.

Political understanding has everything to do
with it. The police, local councillors, even
the Secretary of State for Scotland, knew
the man, had interviewed him and either
failed to note he displayed obvious
Naziclone tendencies or more likely ignored
them as irrelevant to his having a gun
licence. He was not far from their own
mentality, just far enough to make him a
misfit.

With the gun lobby on the defensive the
question was raised of peaceful farmers or
local people in the Highlands and Islands
needing handguns to shoot rabbits, either as
a pest or for food where vegetables and
fruit are rare and expensive. It should be

noted that the same Scottish Office which

- granted a gun license to Hamilton, refused

one to an Islands resident, then an editor of
Black Flag with no criminal convictions,
who just wanted to shoot rabbits like
everyone else there. Why? On account of
his ‘political extremism’. For them,
Hamilton was ‘a bit queer perhaps but
otherwise one of us.’

What is a Naziclone?

One can distinguish, though they are all
obnoxious, between the fascist who wants
to keep down the working class by all
necessary means, and also the one who
thinks it is an alternative political or racial
theory which may perhaps entail violence
against those naturally or forced into being
defenceless. There is another type one may
call the ‘'naziclone’, i.e.someone who
doesn’t give a shit about the political or
racial side of fascism or nazism but glories
in the inevitable atrocities. The fantasist-
fascist of this ilk i1s not uncommon though
often confining him/herself to a dreamland
where a handsome young fiihrer struts
through Whitehall planning mayhem. They
can be incited to enact their fantasies by
fascist propaganda, but also by reading anti-
Nazi books. They lick their lips over the
Holocaust books and bemoan insufficient
illustrations. Colin Brady was one such, and
with his partner Myra Hindley tortured and

A Victory for One is A Victory for All! _

1 In January 96, after more than two years, Minneapolis anarchist and anti-racist

| Kieran Frazier Knutson was found not guilty of assault.

| In October 1993 Kieran had been attacked by skinheads at an anti-racist demo in
| Minneapolis. Kieran recieved support from all over the world during his fight.

| He writes: "It was a huge victory for all of us. The prosecution thought they could

| harass and intimidate the anti-racist/ anti-fascist movement and imprison one of its
| activists. Instead it is the State that feels humiliated, thanks to the strong support fo
| my family and friends, the work of the Anti-Fascist Defence Committee and the long

hours put in by Kieth Ellison of the Legal Rights Center."
1 "Our movement doesn't often get victories so it's important to celebrate them, to
| gather energy and inspiration for the struggles ahead."
| Contact: Minneapolis ABC, PO Box 7075, Minneapolis MN 55407 USA

murdered small children from around the
neighbourhood.

How could Hamilton’s nature have been
recognised? True, he had done nothing for
which he could have been charged but
clearly gun licences are subject to political
assessment. Only the Establishment found
his credentials impeccable.
All naziclones have an obsession with lethal
weapons, over and above any use of them.
They enjoy imposing harsh discipline.
Swaggering with pistols is a kick in itself.
They also have an obsession with physical
fitness and discipline, especially in training
young men and boys. ‘Strength through joy
means powerlessness through control’.
None of this is necessarily anti-social but it
didn’t need a Sherlock Holmes to find the
dangers in this case.
Naziclones usually despise women and
often are rapists; they sometimes have
sexual relationships with boys or young
men whom they can treat as women. But
they equally hate homosexuals with
consenting sexual urges or loving
relationships. Hitler put them in the death
camps, didn't he?
The naziclone from Stirling spent his time
training youngsters to physical fitness. He
spent his hard-earned money photograph-
ing young but fit boys in skimpy shorts. He
toted as many guns as possible. He was
bitter at being excluded from the bonding of
the gun clubs, and refused entry into the
Scout movement, after paedophiliac
allegations which may or may not have
been true. Why? They regarded him as a
pervert, he protested. He petitioned Her
Gracious Majesty but even She did not
| help her loyal subject. What was left to
| a naziclone but to act out his fantasies:-
| stage his own mini-holocaust and exit
on a grand scale like the great man
imself? And they say they can’t
| understand it!
| The debate centres on whether we
| should restrict gun llicences. It would
| be better to turn our attention to
naziclones and how to restrict them
socially.
a.m.
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LESSONS FROM LIVERPOOL MUTUAL AID CENTRE

The first Mutual Aid Centre was
squatted in 1987 and lasted for three
months of 24 hour high profile
occupation. When it was evicted by the
council the deputy leaders office was
occupied in protest. A few months later
the second MAC was squatted. This lasted
until early 1995 when it was finally
evicted. The second MAC was fairly low
profile with negotiations with the council,
the original owner for the first few years.
The landlord changed and we were left
alone mostly. The second MAC wasn’t
occupied 24 hours a day but it was a
centre of fairly intense activity for years
until it fizzled out a couple of years ago.

Activities included (in no particular order)
strike support, discussion meetings/videos,
anti-fascism (effectively smashing
Liverpool BNP), anti-poll tax, women’s
group, anti-sexism, visits to Northern
Ireland and support for Troops Out, anti-
militarism, street stalls, support for Sri
Lankan refugee Viraj Mendis until after he
was deported, animal rights, Anarchist
Black Cross and prisoner support, food
co-op and more.

Most of this activity was generated by
activists in the then Liverpool Anarchist
Group. Whether the MAC was an
Anarchist Centre run by LAG or a
libertarian centre run by all participating
groups never really got sorted (partly
because of negotiations with landlords).
All the work was done by Anarchists.
Other groups that used the centre included
Anti-Clause 28 and other lesbian and gay
groups, a women'’s sexual abuse group,
Namibia support group, unemployed
activist group, unemployed rambling
group, Earth First!, writer’s workshop,
squatting advice, etc. Some of these were
short lived (e.g. the writer’s workshop),
some lasted throughout the MAC’s
existence (e.g. anti-fascism).

The MAC also had silk-screen equipment,
a duplicator, a weights bench etc. as well
as an office. One of the rooms was
originally for women only but the
women’s group didn’t last so this
changed. The MAC also hosted regional,
national and international meetings.

MAC business was originally dealt with
at LAG meetings, though later a

committee (accountable to LAG) was set
up to deal with MAC business separately.
When LAG ended, in 1991, the committee
was reorganised to ensure equal
DAM/CW and non-aligned representation.
All other groups were encouraged to send
an observer. A constitution was drawn up
when it seemed the centre might get a
lease (based on various other constitutions
including Bradford 1 in 12 Club), but the
negotiations went nowhere. The Charity
Commission also didn’t buy the group’s
application for charitable status.

Money was raised from parties to pay for
electricity bills and repairs and to fund
various groups (the Dispatch Industry
Workers Union, DAM, CW, Troops Out,
AFA and more). The parties had bands,
beer and veggie food with half the money
going to the MAC and half to the group
concerned. Hundreds of people came to
these. Quite a lot of young people who
didn’t come to meetings, but would come
out against the fascists or come to parties
were politicised during all this, though not
in the sense that they all wanted to pay
subs...

The MAC had a lot more support than
LAG itself. Towards the end the MAC
was also used by bands for rehearsal
rooms and occasionally by outside groups
such as Red Rope or various greens for
parties.

What lessons can be learnt from

all this ? First, the original LAG in
1987 was full of mostly young people
already active in other areas - CND,
NVDA, animal rights, DAM etc. By the
time LAG folded in 1991 those left
supported class struggle anarchism,
though some had gone back to single issue
campaigns with no connection to the
MAC (e.g. Hunt Sabs). In the first MAC it
was a fight to stop pagan posters going
up, and even then there was a list of what
wasn’t supposed to happen in the centre
(no sexism, no meat eating etc.). Most of
the moral puritanism vanished as

time went on.

DAM campaigns like support for Arbride
strikers (against Laura Ashley) or over
Tricia Jennings’ sacking did get support.
Much activity happened outside the

MAC with the MAC as a base. In a lot of
activities - anti-fascism/anti-poll tax-
which organisation you belonged to, if
any, was pretty much irrelevant.

The MAC had run its course before the
final eviction, mainly because the activist
core declined as people went on to do
other things, became burnt out or got jobs.
Enthusiasm for running the place dried up
(though the parties were as popular as
ever). Activism continued in other areas.

Because the MAC was a squat noone
would or could raise the money necessary
for repairs, though some work was done.
As a squat the MAC went as far as it
could go.

The MAC was eventually evicted but it
lasted a iong time- over 7 years. Everyone
involved got a lot out of it. There is a
much bigger anarchist base in Liverpool
now than there was in the early ‘80s. It’s
something that can be built on.

Things to avoid in a centre ?
Don’t be inward looking and don’t get

bogged down in trying to live up to
impossible standards of behaviour.
Lifestyle anarchism isn’t what you wear
it’s how you think. Trying to create a pure
“island of Anarchy” leads to all sorts of
problems, people falling out, accusations

over nothing etc.. It’s totally irrelevant to
the real world.

Anarchism isn’t about being pure; it’s
about solidarity in the class struggle, direct
action, self -management. It’s about being
effective in the fight for social change and
social revolution. Local centres can be an
important part of this as a focus for
organising and to link together struggles in
the same area. They’re tools, not ends in
themselves.
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