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editorial

THIS ISSUE IS out a lot earlier than anyone had any right to expect. We still can’t
afford 1t but we hope that content, production, circulation etc are all getting better. We
still think that there is a real need for a paper like Black Flag, but more importantly
that there is a growing number of class struggle anarchists who want it and a growing
number of people who are interested in the sort of ideas we are printing. There is no
way we can claim consistency, some people may find difficulty reconciling Chomsky
to militant anarchism. We'll print any article that we get if it is interesting and read-
able and try to write less ourselves.

We still need more people to write about actions and activities as well as politics
and history. We need more people involved 1n the collective: in the writing, production
and distribution. We are never going to be a party or an organisation. It 1s not just
wishful thinking that more and more people are interested in class struggle anarchism,
in anti authoritarian politics and activity. We think we can be useful in this, not just
putting out news but as a forum for debate, a platform for i1deas, and even as a way for
people to get involved in different groups and action. This means trying to push both
news and analysis which are accessible and interesting to people who don’t give a toss
about the internal wranglings of the CNT or the future of Class War while still giving
space to debates and discussion that may seem introverted. We've always had a reputa-
tion for bitter sectarianism and we’ll strive to maintain this but that is no reason not to
send us money, articles and pictures.

Oh yes, there was an election. Happy now ?

contenits

ages 2-5 Home News: Updates on asylum seekers and anti-JSA
campaigns. News from the Building
Worker Group. Report from the ‘March for
Social Justice’. Anti-Fascist conference called.

ages 6-11 International News: Breaking news from a dockers occupa
tion in Brazil. More anarchists arrested 1n
Belarus, Poland and the USA. Womens demo
attacked by police in Sweden. Ballots and fas-
cists in France and Serbia. Squats evicted in

Spain.

ages 12-14 Albania: With no government and the people armed, 1s it
anarchy?

ages 15-19 Anarcho-Syndicalism: The recent history of the IWA, warts
and all.

ages 20-23 Chomsky: Democracy and Free Market economics put
under scrutiny.

ages 24-25 Anarchist History: The truth behind Trotskyist lies on
anarchism.

ages 26-27 Anarchist History: We the Anarchists. A reappraisal of the
the role of the FAI

ages 28-29 Reviews and Comment: Essays from inside the USA pena
system, an anarchist band you can actually dance
to, drugs and Searchlight.

ages 30-31 Letters and Obituaries



solidarity needed

for asylum seelers

ASYLUM SEEKERS suspended their
hunger strike at Rochester prison on 5"
March 1997. Many of the hunger strikers
had been bailed or moved to detention
centres and the action had succeeded 1n
drawing attention to their situation and
showing that they are not as passive as
the authorities hoped. There were weekly
demonstrations at Rochester to support the
hunger strikers and all the detainees, pick-
ets at the Home Office (which seemed
largely pointless) and one action against
Anne Widdecombe, coincidentally local
MP and Home Office prison fetishist: Her
surgery in Maidstone was disrupted by
local activists and outside agitators. Le-
gal challenges to the refusal of bail were
mostly successful but little was achieved
in terms of challenging the State’s ability
to detain any asylum seeker. Prison con-
ditions remained as poor, individual hun-
ger strikers were victimised by screws.
This was not the first protest and it 1S
unlikely to be the last but the achievements
of the hunger strikers could casily be lost
if the issue 1s allowed to be just another
lefty cause. SWP-style headline grabbing
or making demands on the Labour party
to act add nothing and push other people
away. Some of the left groups scemed to
be hoping for a death s0 they could hold a
mass protest paper sale. It has to be said

that “Militant™ were a real exception to
this and some other individuals in left
groups do have some grip on reality.

There was also a strong, and far more
useful, wave of support from the churches.
This was highly effective in winding up
Anne Widdecombe, herself a devout
skypilot and recent convert to popery.
However the practical support the
churches give to asylum seekers
inproviding bail sureties and even ad-
dresses and accommodation is not some-
thing to be snide about. Could we do the
samc¢? There was a problem when the hand
of god was carrying placards with bullshit
like “Trial before Prison”. Rochester has
a lot of inmates who have done nothing
wrong. not all of them are asylum seek-
ers. If we tolerate a prison system that puts
people away because they are working
class we cannot be surprised if working
class people from other countries with
false passports are put away too. Local
support was strong and varied, from
churches to local activist groups who see
no distinction between their own strug-
gles and those of refugees and asylum
seekers.

Some “class struggle™ groups seem to
think that asylum seekers are irrelevant
to our own struggles. This is just plain
dumb. While the paternalist liberalism of

JSA action

THE LATEST ATTACK on dole scroungers came in on the 24™ February — Workfare,
under the guise of Project Work. Project Work is being piloted in East and North-East
London, after trials in Hull and Medway and involves forcing unemployed people to
work full time to earn the dole plus a tenner. Grand Metropolitan, a huge catering
conglomerate who own Burger King, Haagen Dazs and Smimoff among others, will
be the main providers and so their HQ was targeted for an anti Project Work action.

About 50 anti-JSA campaigners from groups around the country attended. An ad-
vance party, equipped with suits and sensible haircuts, went in and distracted the secu-
rity guards while the rest of us ran up the stairs and barricaded ourselves in an office.
We hung banners out the windows and entertained ourselves by winding up the out-
raged security guards until the police came. The boys and girls in blue were perplexed
by our refusal to appoint a spokesman and said we would have to be told to leave the
building individually because none of us was man enough to be spokesman! Our mas-
culinity in tatters we were eventually pulled out of the building one by one.

With more people we could have caused a lot more disruption — as we couldn’t put
up any effective resistance to being removed. But it was inspiring to see how easy it is
to enter the headquarters of a multinational, and especially satisfying for me as I used
to earn £2.98 an hour working for Grand Met in a particularly loathsome uniform.
Occupations seem to be a lot more effective than demos and certainly make you feel
stronger, so hopefully we will sce many more.

the church and the opportunism of the left
continues to dominate refugee/asylum
politics the effectiveness of action such as
the Rochester Hunger strike will be lim-
ited. Asylum politics 1s not about “char-
ity but solidarity. Practical ideas such as
ARCH ( see BF207) and the action against
Widdecombe are a start. Refugees and asy-
lum seekers need to deal with both the
conditions that bring them here and the
forces that try to turn them away. We all
need to go beyond protesting at the deten-
tion of asylum seekers and sloganising
about “racist” immigration laws. Prison
resistance must spread on both the inside
and outside, and fight the idology of bor-
ders, nations and nationalisms.

building
worker group
wins victory

ON JANUARY 6" a bricklayer in North-
ampton UCATT told branch secretary
Brian Higgins that he and 12 others had
been sacked that morning on their return
from the Xmas break. Eight others had
started in their place!

At the invitation of the men Brian went
to Milton Keynes two days later and es-
tablished that the men were entitled to
notice or pay in lieu of notice. As there
were only a couple of weeks left on the
job the men involved demanded that all
wages owing and a week’s wages 1n lieu
be paid that day or they would picket the
site the next morning. The bosses thought
this was a bluff and didn’t settle but con-
tacted UCATT headquarters instead.
UCATT “organiser” Dominic Hehir, who
is threatening Brian Higgins with a libel
action (see BF210) said Higgins had no
authority.

At 7.15am the next day the picket was
on. By 9am the site was at a standstill and
by 1pm the contractor had settled in full.

Once again, direct action gets the
goods.

The group is also wants information
about deaths and accidents on building
sites in order to take quick action. If any-
one hears of any please contact the group
via the Colin Roach Centre on 0181 533
7111. Speed 1s of the essence.
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'As long as Workers are
exploited and oppressed
there will be...

WORKING CLASS
RESISTANCE!



