


THIS ISSUE IS out a lot earlier than anyone had any right to expect. We still can’t 
afford it but we hope that content, production, circulation etc are all getting better. We 
still think that there is a real need for a paper like Black Flag, but more importantly 
that there is a growing number of class struggle anarchists who want it and a growing 
number of people who are interested in the sort of ideas we are printing. There is no 
way we can claim consistency, some people may find difficulty reconciling Chomsky
to militant anarchism. We'll print any article that we get if it is interesting and read-

We still need more people to write about actions and activities as well as politics 
and history. We need more people involved in the collective: in the writing, production 
and distribution. We are never going to be a party or an organisation. It is not just 
wishful thinking that more and more people are interested in class struggle anarchism, 
in anti authoritarian politics and activity. We think we can be useful in this, not just 
putting out news but as a forum for debate, a platform for ideas, and even as a way for 
people to get involved in different groups and action. This means trying to push both 
news and analysis which are accessible and interesting to people who don’t give a toss 
about the internal wranglings of the CNT or the future of Class War while still giving 
space to debates and discussion that may seem introverted. We've always had a reputa­
tion for bitter sectarianism and we'll strive to maintain this but that is no reason not to
send us money, articles and pictures.

Oh yes, there was an election. Happy now ?
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solidarity needed
for asylum seelers
ASYLUM SEEKERS suspended their 
hunger strike at Rochester prison on 5th 
March 1997. Many of the hunger strikers 
had been bailed or moved to detention 
centres and the action had succeeded in 
drawing attention to their situation and 
showing that they arc not as passive as 
the authorities hoped. There were weekly 
demonstrations at Rochester to support the 
hunger strikers and till the detainees, pick­
ets at the Home Office (which seemed 
largely pointless) and one action against 
Anne Widdecombe, coincidentally local 
MP and Home Office prison fetishist: Her 
surgery in Maidstone was disrupted by 
local activists and outside agitators. Le­
gal challenges to the refusal of bail were 
mostly successful but little was achieved 
in terms of challenging the State's ability 
to detain any asylum seeker. Prison con­
ditions remained as poor, individual hun­
ger strikers were victimised by screws.

This was not the first protest and it is 
unlikely to be the last but the achievements 
of the hunger strikers could easily be lost 
if the issue is allowed to be just another 
lefty cause. SWP-style headline grabbing 
or making demands on the Labour party 
to act add nothing and push other people 
away. Some of the left groups seemed to 
be hoping for a death so they could hold a 
mass protest paper sale. It has to be said 

that “Militant” were a real exception to 
this and some other individuals in left 
groups do have some grip on reality.

There was also a strong, and far more 
useful, wave of support from the churches. 
This was highly effective in winding up 
Anne Widdecombe, herself a devout 
skypilot and recent convert to popery. 
However the practical support the 
churches give to asylum seekers 
inproviding bail sureties and even ad­
dresses and accommodation is not some­
thing to be snide about. Could we do the 
same? There was a problem when the hand 
of god was carrying placards with bullshit 
like “Trial before Prison”. Rochester has 
a lot of inmates who have done nothing 
wrong, not all of them are asylum seek­
ers. If we tolerate a prison system that puts 
people away because they are working 
class we cannot be surprised if working 
class people from other countries with 
false passports are put away too. Local 
support was strong and varied, from 
churches to local activist groups who see 
no distinction between their own strug­
gles and those of refugees and asylum 
seekers.

Some “class struggle” groups seem to 
think that asylum seekers are irrelevant 
to our own struggles. This is just plain 
dumb. While the paternalist liberalism of 
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THE LATEST ATTACK on dole scroungers came in on the 24,h February - Workfare, 
under the guise of Project Work. Project Work is being piloted in East and North-East 
London, after trials in Hull and Medway and involves forcing unemployed people to 
work full time to earn the dole plus a tenner. Grand Metropolitan, a huge catering 
conglomerate who own Burger King, Haagen Dazs and Smirnoff among others, will 
be the main providers and so their HQ was targeted for an anti Project Work action.

About 50 anti-JSA campaigners from groups around the country attended. An ad­
vance party, equipped with suits and sensible haircuts, went in and distracted the secu­
rity guards while the rest of us ran up the stairs and barricaded ourselves in an office. 
We hung banners out the windows and entertained ourselves by winding up the out­
raged security guards until the police came. The boys and girls in blue were perplexed 
by our refusal to appoint a spokesman and said we would have to be told to leave the 
building individually because none of us was man enough to be spokesman! Our mas­
culinity in tatters we were eventually pulled out of the building one by one.

With more people we could have caused a lot more disruption - as we couldn't put 
up any effective resistance to being removed. But it was inspiring to see how easy it is 
to enter the headquarters of a multinational, and especially satisfying for me as I used 
to earn £2.98 an hour working for Grand Met in a particularly loathsome uniform. 
Occupations seem to be a lot more effective than demos and certainly make you feel 
stronger, so hopefully we will see many more.

the church and the opportunism of the left 
continues to dominate refugee/asylum 
politics the effectiveness of action such as 
the Rochester Hunger strike will be lim­
ited. Asylum politics is not about “char­
ity” but solidarity. Practical ideas such as 
ARCH ( sqqBF207) and the action against 
Widdecombe are a start. Refugees and asy­
lum seekers need to deal with both the 
conditions that bring them here and the 
forces that try to turn them away. We all 
need to go beyond protesting at the deten­
tion of asylum seekers and sloganising 
about “racist” immigration laws. Prison 
resistance must spread on both the inside 
and outside, and fight the idology of bor­
ders, nations and nationalisms.

building
worker group 
wins victory
ON JANUARY 6th a bricklayer in North­
ampton UCATT told branch secretary 
Brian Higgins that he and 12 others had 
been sacked that morning on their return 
from the Xmas break. Eight others had 
started in their place!

At the invitation of the men Brian went 
to Milton Keynes two days later and es­
tablished that the men were entitled to 
notice or pay in lieu of notice. As there 
were only a couple of weeks left on the 
job the men involved demanded that all 
wages owing and a week’s wages in lieu 
be paid that day or they would picket the 
site the next morning. The bosses thought 
this was a bluff and didn’t settle but con­
tacted UCATT headquarters instead. 
UCATT “organiser” Dominic Hehir, who 
is threatening Brian Higgins with a libel 
action (see BF210) said Higgins had no * 
authority.

At 7.15am the next day the picket was 
on. By 9am the site was at a standstill and 
by 1pm the contractor had settled in full. 

Once again, direct action gets the 
goods.

The group is also wants information 
about deaths and accidents on building 
sites in order to take quick action. If any­
one hears of any please contact the group 
via the Colin Roach Centre on 0181 533 
7111. Speed is of the essence.



fighting for the right
to party
SATURDAY APRIL 12,h saw 20,000 peo­
ple on the ‘March for Social Justice', led 
by the sacked Liverpool dockers, Women 
of the Waterfront, the Hillingdon clean­
ers, and strikers from Magnet and other 
disputes. It was the start of a weekend of 
resistance by Reclaim the Streets!, the 
anarchist inspired direct action group. 
Many of the people there were there for 
this alone, though RTS have actively sup­
ported the dockers in the past, and the 
dockers have defended them against at­
tacks from the Labour Party and union bu­
reaucracy.

The march was very lively and had an 
exceptionally good atmosphere as it 
snaked its way from Kennington Park into 
the centre of London. The cops kept a low 
profile and the Trots had stayed away. 
Anarchists, on the contrary, saw this as 
an important linking of struggles, and had 
come from all round the country.

The police radios started twitching, 
however, as the most visible anarchist con­
tingent, near the back of the march, came 
up Whitehall. The sound system in front 
of it stopped outside Downing Street, as 
had other sections of the march, and the 
crowd danced and shouted their protest at 
the empty government buildings. The riot 
cops opposite were restless behind the 
gates to the Ministry of Defence. There 
was a whiff of testosterone in the air and 
they were clearly itching to have a go. A 

smoke bomb went off and a couple of lads 
climbed the gates to Downing Street, noth­
ing serious, but the gates to the MoD 
opened and the horses came forth.

The cops were caught between two 
sections of the demo and the crowd was 
pissed off. It had been a good day, sunny 
with loads of great people, and here were 
the party poopers to spoil the fun. Under 
a hail of placards, paint and bottles, they 
were forced back. Their pride dented, out 
they came again to show who was in con­
trol. There was the usual push and shove, 
a couple of arrests and the cops succeeded 
in dividing the demo. The majority were 
already partying in Trafalgar Square, 
though some came back down Whitehall 
to see what was happening. There were 
about 800 stuck on the wrong side of the 
police lines for a tense quarter of an hour, 
until the police relented and went back 
into the MoD.

Meanwhile the police had already 
started to park vans outside the main en­
trances of Trafalgar Square, where sev­
eral thousand demonstrators were starting 
to have a street party. The original target 
had been the Department of the Environ­
ment, but the cops had found out and its 
offices were protected by armed police. A 
lorry with a sound system was driven 
through the police lines, into Trafalgar 
Square and the dancing began. The po­
lice scaled off the Square and allowed peo­

ple to leave, but attempted to stop anyone 
from entering.

As the afternoon went on, the num­
bers slowly began to drop and the tension 
rose. Finally, the riot cops started to move 
in. They were met by a spirited resistance 
as some people fought for others' right to 
party, even if many of the dancers didn't 
care about the struggle going on around 
them. The face-off lasted into the early 
evening, but the party continued. As the 
sound system left taking most of the 
crowds with it, the driver and passenger 
were arrested for the attempted murder of 
a cop when entering the Square. These 
ridiculous charges were later dropped and 
replaced by drugs charges, but were still 
reported by the press. People headed home 
or to one of the organised squat parties, 
leaving the Square, bedecked by banners, 
to the police. Several people had been hos­
pitalised and there had been a number of 
arrests. The centre of London had been 
reclaimed from the car for an afternoon, 
the cops had flexed their muscle, the press 
had got its headlines, the people had made 
their point.

The Legal Defense and Monitoring 
Group are co-ordinating the legal defense 
for April 12th. They want to trace anyone 
who was arrested, injured or who could 
give evidence as a witness to arrests and 
attacks by the police. They can help pro­
vide reliable solicitors and support for 
people wanting to take action against the 
police. They can be contacted at

LDMG 
BM Haven 

London 
WC1N3XX
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