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editorial

So, once again a year has passed and we’ve only managed to produce this one issue. Black
Flag, unless something truly wonderful happens (like a couple of people decide to get
involved), now looks set to be an annual event. So any attempt for us to cover ‘news’ is point-
less. This is not such a disaster now that Freedom are producing a relevant and worthwhile
fortnightly paper (see ‘Thoughts on Freedom’ on page 30). Libertarians with access to the
Internet can also keep up to date with news and events using sites such as Indymedia and
Urban 75.We hope that any news shorts that are submitted to us can be (with the author’s per-
mission) passed on to Freedom. In return, we’ll probably pick up some of the longer, more
analytical articles submitted to Freedom when space is tight.
We believe that Black Flag is still a worthwhile project. There are few (if any) other non-
aligned nationial anarchist magazines being published in the UK and Black Flag has a wide
national and international readership. We believe there is a need for a forum for anarchist and
libertarian practice and theory to be debated and for our ideas and the way we put them into
practice to be analysed. We hope that Black Flag can be such a forum (but if anyone has ideas
for a better way of achieving this, which will make Black Flag redundant, then go for it - the
magazine is not and should not be an end in itself).
We also believe we have lots to learn from non anarchists, especially where they are working
in areas where we are weak. In the past we have covered the work of anti racist and women’s
groups working with issues where our movement barely scratches the surface. In this issue
we look at the work of the IWCA with communities trying to take back some control in the
face of crime, poverty and gentrification.
Talking of communities taking control, the new London bid for the 2012 Olympics prompt-
ed us to look back at successful campaigns by citizens of other cities accross Europe to ditch
their Olympic bids. The autonomist Berlin campaign in the early nineties, which we cover,
was, in addition to being spectaculary successful, a lot of fun too. Get inspired.
The deadline for the next issue is 26th of January, 2004.
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The biennual Defence Systems & Equipment
International exhibition (DSEI) took place at the ExCel
Centre In London’s dockiands during the second week

of September. The week of events against Europe’s

largest arms falr saw counter-conferences, vigiis,
flim screenings, protests, direct action and block-

ades. Sept 1tth was the penuitimate day of the arms

fair.

Disarm DSEI

Trafalgar Square became Red
Square, as anti-arms trade
campaigners filled its famous
fountain with fake blood. Sept
11th was also the auspicious
date chosen for the DSEi /
DMA Gala Dinner at the Royal
Lancaster Hotel in central
London. Arms dealers dined in
luxury while around the world
the dead were remembered.

Anti-arms protestors and
peace activists showed their
disgust outside the hotel
throughout the evening with a
noise demonstration. Diners
arriving were greeted with
shouts of “How many children
have you killed today?”, while
the surrounding streets were
repeatedly blocked by cyclists
and drummers. Hundreds of
police, some in riot gear sealed
the area off.

There was strong support
from passers by, while at least
one person infiltrated the hotel
dressed in a ball dress. Free
food was given out as people
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stayed late into the night
making as much noise as pos-
sible, banging pots and pans.
After their gala dinner, the
world’s arms industry left the
Lancaster Hotel under heavy
police guard. They were able to
leave the area via Lancaster
Gate Tube Station which,
closed to members of the
public, was commandeered for
arms dealer only transport.
The main day of protest

against DSEi took place at
London’s Docklands on

Wednesday 1oth September.
Activists, angry, both about the
items on sale, the well-known
human rights abusing coun-
tries invited, and the devasta-
tion caused by weapons,
attempted to “Shut DSEi by
any means possible”. This was
the day that bargaining at the
DSEi arms fair began in
earnest and general press were
prohibited from entering.
Early in the morning the

Docklands Light Railway

(DLR) was stopped in the first
of several actions with activists
D-locking themselves onto
trains at various stations or
climbing onto the roof. This
disrupted the DLR (the main
means of transport for dele-
gates to the arms fair) for
much of the day. Many dele-
gates were forced to walk to
the ExCel centre due to the
disruption caused by the
protests. Also on the DLR,
activists posed as arms
dealers. On their way to the
ExCel centre they announced
they had arms for sale and
opened their cases revealing
the various sets of arms (pros-
thetic and dolls arms) they had
to sell.

At Custom House DLR,
activists in suits went to a
“Meet the Delegates” action,
mingling with the arms
dealers on the trains. At 8am a
Critical Mass left from the City
of London to the Docklands.
On their way to the ExCel
Centre around a hundred
cyclists blocked traffic while
comedian Mark Thomas enter-
tained the crowds. Just after
gam the International
Solidarity movement visited
the Israeli arms company
Rafael in an attempted office
occupation, later unfurling
banners outside.

At 11am affinity groups con-
verged to form mobile groups
engaging in various actions.

At Connaught Bridge a car
partially blocked the ExCel
approach road in a D-lock
action while groups moved in
a variety of directions, many
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up to Connaught roundabout
and some down to the under-

pass, blockading traffic for
several hours. Groups
remained mobile; some
pushing through police lines
as other roads nearby were

temporarily occupied or block-
aded.

Meanwhile at the ExCel
centre six activists infiltrated
DSEi, occupying two tanks,
daubing them in ‘Stop Death’
banners and locking on, before
being removed by security.

At 4pm the Reclaim the
Streets party mobilised many
of the roaming affinity groups
at Rathbone Market where a
crowd of around 300 took to
the streets soon meeting up
with a critical mass bicycle
group complete with sound
system.

Meanwhile next to Canning
Town DLR a second RTS
group occupied the round-
about, as the DLR was again
stopped, banners hung on top
of the flyover (“Disarm DSEi”),
arms delegate buses blockaded
and riot police deployed. With
a samba group playing, there
were more arrests and scuffles
as police cleared the roads,
later blocking in two main
groups of protestors for several
hours as people tried to push
through police lines.

Overall, the week’s actions
caused a high level of disrup-
tion to the arms fair, especially
given the relatively small
numbers of protestors, and
extensive use of anti-terrorist
stop and search powers by the
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After the fall of Saddam’s dictatorship, a
wave of looting erupted In towns and
cities across Iraq. The media was out-
raged, often more concerned about stolen
property than the civillans wounded and
murdered by the US Invasion. It was pro-
claimed that Iraq was falling into

“anarchy.”

This is unsurprising, if annoy-
ing, for anarchists. It is worth
examining why the chaos in
post-Saddam Iraq is not
anarchy nor, in fact, a case
against anarchism.

Kropotkin once said that
“without disorder, the
Revolution is impossible” and
he was right. Every revolution
has been marked by “disorder,”
by strikes, riots, looting and so
on. However, in social revolu-
tions such periods are short
lived. Inspired by ideas and
hope for the future, the mass
of people quickly go beyond
the destructive phrase of
popular revolt and start the
construction of a new world.

So Kropotkin argued against
the idea of “one-day revolu-
tions” and the idea that a revo-
lution could occur
independently of popular
struggle and mass movements.
A “structure based on centuries
of history cannot be destroyed
by a few kilos of explosives,” he
correctly stated. Anarchy would
be the product of collective
struggle at the heart of society,
not the product of external
shocks. “To make the revolu-
tion,” he argued, “the mass of
workers will have to organise
themselves. Resistance and the
strike are excellent means of
organisation for doing this.”
Thus it was “a question of
organising societies of resist-
ance for all trades in each town
... against the exploiters ... of
federating them ... Workers’
solidarity must no longer be an
empty word but practised each
day between all trades and all
nations.” In the struggle
against oppression and
exploitation, we not only
change the world, we change
ourselves at the same time. So
it is the struggle for freedom
which creates people capable
of taking the responsibility for

their own lives, com-
munities and planet.
People capable of
living as equals in a
free society, so
making anarchy pos-
sible.

What happened in
Iraq is not an
example of anarchy.
As George Barrett
put it, the strength of
the state lies “in the
superstition of the
people who think
that it is right to
obey [it]. So long as
that superstition
exists it is useless for
some liberator to cut
off the head of
tyranny; the people
will create another,
for they have grown
accustomed to rely
on something
outside themselves.”
This means that “if,
then, by some exter-
nal means” the state
was destroyed then
people would
“rebuild the old
society.” However, if
“the people develop
their ideas of
freedom, and then themselves
get rid of the last stronghold of
tyranny - the Government -
then indeed the Revolution
would be permanently accom-
plished.” Like Kropotkin, he saw
anarchist revolution in terms
of working class self-organisa-
tion and direct action, with the
capitalist class “abolished by
the people so organising them-
selves that they will run the
factories and use the land for
the benefit of their free com-
munities, i.e. for their own
benefit...The only thing then
that will be put in the place of
government will be the free
organisations of the workers.”

This has not happened in
Iraq. Rather, the government
has been destroyed by kilos of
explosives. Unsurprisingly,
therefore, chaos rather than
anarchy resulted. It cannot be
denied that the looting is, in
part, a reaction to inequality
and class society. It is a form of
wealth redistribution. Nor can
it be denied that some of the
looters see their actions as a
form of justice. “Every single
item that we take is the blood
of the people,” said one.
However, it is not the end of
private property, simply a
change in who claims to own
it. This can be seen from the

ANARGHY IN IRAQ?

irresponsible attacks on hospi-
tals and other resources that
should be held in common, not
squandered by breaking them
up and destroying them.

To quote Luigi Fabbri, anar-
chists “do not think of expropri-
ation in terms of some sort of
‘help yourself’ operation, left to
personal judgement, in the
absence of any order. Even were
it possible to predict as
inevitable that expropriations,
once disorder sets in, would
take on an individualistic com-
plexion ...anarchist commu-
nists have no intention of
adopting that sort of an
approach as their own.” In
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