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editorial
So, once again a year has passed and we’ve only managed to produce this one issue. Black 
Flag, unless something truly wonderful happens (like a couple of people decide to get 
involved), now looks set to be an annual event. So any attempt for us to cover ‘news’ is point­
less. This is not such a disaster now that Freedom are producing a relevant and worthwhile 
fortnightly paper (see ‘Thoughts on Freedom’ on page 30). Libertarians with access to the 
Internet can also keep up to date with news and events using sites such as Indymedia and 
Urban 75.We hope that any news shorts that are submitted to us can be (with the author’s per­
mission) passed on to Freedom. In return, we’ll probably pick up some of the longer, more 
analytical articles submitted to Freedom when space is tight.

We believe that Black Flag is still a worthwhile project. There are few (if any) other non- 
aligned nationial anarchist magazines being published in the UK and Black Flag has a wide 
national and international reader ship. We believe there is a need for a forum for anarchist and 
libertarian practice and theory to be debated and for our ideas and the way we put them into 
practice to be analysed. We hope that Black Flag can be such a forum (but if anyone has ideas 
for a better way of achieving this, which will make Black Flag redundant, then go for it - the 
magazine is not and should not be an end in itself).

We also believe we have lots to learn from non anarchists, especially where they are working 
in areas where we are weak. In the past we have covered the work of anti racist and women’s 
groups working with issues where our movement barely scratches the surface. In this issue 
we look at the work of the IWCA with communities trying to take back some control in the 
face of crime, poverty and gentrification.

Talking of communities taking control, the new London bid for the 2012 Olympics prompt­
ed us to look back at successful campaigns by citizens of other cities accross Europe to ditch 
their Olympic bids. The autonomist Berlin campaign in the early nineties, which we cover, 
was, in addition to being spectaculary successful, a lot of firn too. Get inspired.

The deadline for the next issue is 26th of January, 2004.
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Um blennual Defence Systems & Equipment
International exhibition (DSEI) took place at the ExCel
Centre In London’s docklands during the second week
of September. The week of events against Europe’s
largest arms fair saw counter-conferences, vigils, 
film screenings, protests, direct action and block­
ades. Sept 11th was the penultimate day of the arms
fair.

Disarm DSEi
Trafalgar Square became Red 
Square, as anti-arms trade 
campaigners filled its famous 
fountain with fake blood. Sept 
nth was also the auspicious 
date chosen for the DSEi / 
DMA Gala Dinner at the Royal 
Lancaster Hotel in central 
London. Arms dealers dined in 
luxury while around the world 
the dead were remembered.

Anti-arms protestors and 
peace activists showed their 
disgust outside the hotel 
throughout the evening with a 
noise demonstration. Diners 
arriving were greeted with 
shouts of “ How many children 
have you killed today?”, while 
the surrounding streets were 
repeatedly blocked by cyclists 
and drummers. Hundreds of 
police, some in riot gear sealed 
the area off.

There was strong support 
from passers by, while at least 
one person infiltrated the hotel 
dressed in a ball dress. Free 
food was given out as people 

stayed late into the night 
making as much noise as pos­
sible, banging pots and pans.

After their gala dinner, the 
world’s arms industry left the 
Lancaster Hotel under heavy 
police guard. They were able to 
leave the area via Lancaster 
Gate Tube Station which, 
closed to members of the 
public, was commandeered for 
arms dealer only transport.

The main day of protest 
against DSEi took place at 
London’s Docklands on 
Wednesday ioth September. 
Activists, angry, both about the 
items on sale, the well-known 
human rights abusing coun­
tries invited, and the devasta­
tion caused by weapons, 
attempted to “Shut DSEi by 
any means possible”. This was 
the day that bargaining at the 
DSEi arms fair began in 
earnest and general press were 
prohibited from entering.

Early in the morning the 
Docklands Light Railway 

(DLR) was stopped in the first 
of several actions with activists 
D-locking themselves onto 
trains at various stations or 
climbing onto the roof. This 
disrupted the DLR (the main 
means of transport for dele­
gates to the arms fair) for 
much of the day. Many dele­
gates were forced to walk to 
the ExCel centre due to the 
disruption caused by the 
protests. Also on the DLR, 
activists posed as arms 
dealers. On their way to the 
ExCel centre they announced 
they had arms for sale and 
opened their cases revealing 
the various sets of arms (pros­
thetic and dolls arms) they had 
to sell.

At Custom House DLR, 
activists in suits went to a 
“Meet the Delegates” action, 
mingling with the arms 
dealers on the trains. At 8am a 
Critical Mass left from the City 
of London to the Docklands. 
On their way to the ExCel 
Centre around a hundred 
cyclists blocked traffic while 
comedian Mark Thomas enter­
tained the crowds. Just after 
9am the International
Solidarity movement visited 
the Israeli arms company 
Rafael in an attempted office 
occupation, later unfurling 
banners outside.

At 11am affinity groups con­
verged to form mobile groups 
engaging in various actions. 

At Connaught Bridge a car 
partially blocked the ExCel 
approach road in a D-lock 
action while groups moved in 
a variety of directions, many 

up to Connaught roundabout 
and some down to the under­
pass, blockading traffic for 
several hours. Groups 
remained mobile; some 
pushing through police lines 
as other roads nearby were 
temporarily occupied or block­
aded.

Meanwhile at the ExCel 
centre six activists infiltrated 
DSEi, occupying two tanks, 
daubing them in ‘Stop Death’ 
banners and locking on, before 
being removed by security.

At 4pm the Reclaim the 
Streets party mobilised many 
of the roaming affinity groups 
at Rathbone Market where a 
crowd of around 300 took to 
the streets soon meeting up 
with a critical mass bicycle 
group complete with sound 
system.

Meanwhile next to Canning 
Town DLR a second RTS 
group occupied the round­
about, as the DLR was again 
stopped, banners hung on top 
of the flyover (“Disarm DSEi”), 
arms delegate buses blockaded 
and riot police deployed. With 
a samba group playing, there 
were more arrests and scuffles 
as police cleared the roads, 
later blocking in two main 
groups of protestors for several 
hours as people tried to push 
through police lines.

Overall, the week’s actions 
caused a high level of disrup­
tion to the arms fair, especially 
given the relatively small 
numbers of protestors, and 
extensive use of anti-terrorist 
stop and search powers by the 
police. ■
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The DSEi protests served to highlight the police’s
growing use of ‘anti-terrorism’ measures (in particular,
Section 44 of the
disrupt and deter people from taking part in demonstra- secretary) was forced to order a Scotland Yard investiga-

tioninto alleged misuse of the anti-terror searches at j
DSEI. His statements suggested that this was the first
time anti-terror search powers may have been misused,
but there is substantial documentation of such police
tactics being employed against protesters around ‘ RAF
Fairford’ airbase during the invasion of Iraq.

The government’s use of the all consuming terrorist
‘threat’ as an excuse for increasing internal repression is
rapidly losing credibility and it remains to be seen how
long we will let them get away with it. For more details, 
visit www.liberty-human-rights.org.uk
For an example of anti terror law use in Spain, seepage 5.
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tions in the UK. On the morning of September lotli, 
there was widespread media coverage of the use of the 
anti terror legislation against non violent protesters at 
DSEi the day before.

Initially the chief of police for the London area denied 
any use whatever of the anti terrorism legislation against 
protesters, but later was forced to admit that it was being 
used. Attempts at justifying the use of such tactics were 
laughable - it was said that real terrorists might use the 
opportunity (presumably disguised as protesters) to enter 
the arms fair to carry out their dastardly work... ’

The UK human rights organisation, Liberty announced

that they were to challenge these police tactics in a high 
court judicial review on the 2nd of October, 2003.
The pressure became so strong that Blunkett (the home
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After the fell of Saddam’s dictatorship, a 
wave of looting erupted In towns and 
cities across Iraq. The media was out­
raged, often more concerned about stolen 
property than the civilians wounded and 
murdered by the US Invasion. It was pro­
claimed that Iraq was felling Into

ANARCHY IN IRAQ?

“anarchy.”

This is unsurprising, if annoy­
ing, for anarchists. It is worth 
examining why the chaos in 
post-Saddam Iraq is not 
anarchy nor, in fact, a case 
against anarchism.

Kropotkin once said that 
“without disorder, the
Revolution is impossible" and 
he was right. Every revolution 
has been marked by “disorder," 
by strikes, riots, looting and so 
on. However, in social revolu­
tions such periods are short 
lived. Inspired by ideas and 
hope for the future, the mass 
of people quickly go beyond 
the destructive phrase of 
popular revolt and start the 
construction of a new world.

So Kropotkin argued against 
the idea of “one-day revolu­
tions" and the idea that a revo­
lution could occur
independently of popular 
struggle and mass movements. 
A “structure based on centuries 
of history cannot be destroyed 
by a few kilos of explosives,” he 
correctly stated. Anarchy would 
be the product of collective 
struggle at the heart of society, 
not the product of external 
shocks. “To make the revolu­
tion," he argued, “the mass of 
workers will have to organise 
themselves. Resistance and the 
strike are excellent means of 
organisation for doing this.” 
Thus it was “a question of 
organising societies of resist­
ance for all trades in each town 
... against the exploiters... of 
federating them ... Workers’ 
solidarity must no longer be an 
empty word but practised each 
day between all trades and all 
nations.” In the struggle 
against oppression and 
exploitation, we not only 
change the world, we change 
ourselves at the same time. So 
it is the struggle for freedom 
which creates people capable 
of taking the responsibility for 

their own lives, com­
munities and planet. 
People capable of 
living as equals in a 
free society, so 
making anarchy pos­
sible.

What happened in
Iraq is not an 
example of anarchy. 
As George Barrett 
put it, the strength of 
the state lies “in the 
superstition of the 
people who think 
that it is right to 
obey [it]. So long as 
that superstition 
exists it is useless for 
some liberator to cut 
off the head of 
tyranny; the people 
will create another, 
for they have grown 
accustomed to rely 
on something 
outside themselves." 
This means that “if,
then, by some exter­
nal means” the state 
was destroyed then 
people would 
“rebuild the old 
society.” However, if 
“the people develop 
their ideas of 
freedom, and then themselves 
get rid of the last stronghold of 
tyranny - the Government - 
then indeed the Revolution 
would be permanently accom­
plished.” Like Kropotkin, he saw 
anarchist revolution in terms 
of working class self-organisa­
tion and direct action, with the 
capitalist class “abolished by 
the people so organising them­
selves that they will run the 
factories and use the land for 
the benefit of their free com­
munities, i.e. for their own 
benefit.. .The only thing then 
that will be put in the place of 
government will be the free 
organisations of the workers.”

This has not happened in 
Iraq. Rather, the government 
has been destroyed by kilos of 
explosives. Unsurprisingly, 
therefore, chaos rather than 
anarchy resulted. It cannot be 
denied that the looting is, in 
part, a reaction to inequality 
and class society. It is a form of 
wealth redistribution. Nor can 
it be denied that some of the 
looters see their actions as a 
form of justice. "Every single 
item that we take is the blood 
of the people,” said one. 
However, it is not the end of 
private property, simply a 
change in who claims to own 
it. This can be seen from the 

irresponsible attacks on hospi­
tals and other resources that 
should be held in common, not 
squandered by breaking them 
up and destroying them.

To quote Luigi Fabbri, anar­
chists "do not think of expropri­
ation in terms of some sort of 
‘help yourself’ operation, left to 
personal judgement, in the 
absence of any order. Even were 
it possible to predict as 
inevitable that expropriations, 
once disorder sets in, would 
take on an individualistic com­
plexion ... anarchist commu­
nists have no intention of 
adopting that sort of an 
approach as their own." In
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other words, collective expro­
priation must replace individu­
alistic looting. Instead, he 
pointed out that the working 
class has its "own, free institu­
tions, independent of the state” 
(such as federations of unions 
and co-operatives) to achieve 
the end of private property and 
that "during the revolution 
other collective bodies more 
attuned to the needs of the 
moment will be set up."

And this is the problem in 
Iraq. There has been no popular 
movement that created the 
framework of a new society 
while fighting the old. Rather 
we have people who, in the 
main (and so far), have not 
seen beyond statism and capi­
talism taking advantage of a 
break down of the state and its 
protection of property.

Now the Iraqi people have 
three choices. They can accept 
the rule of the US, either freely 
or be forced to. This seems the 
most likely, although it will be 
imposed by force upon a popu­
lation which, while anti­
Saddam, is also anti -US, its 
occupation and the wealthy, 
westernised Iraqi exiles it 
wants to rule the country. Or 
they fall behind some new reli- 
gious/nationalist gang aiming 
for state power. This is less 
likely. Or, finally, they can start 
to construct their own ways of 
getting society back on its feet 
in a way that will be in their 
interests. This is the anarchist 
solution and would result in a 
true anarchy, a society of free 
and equal people co-operating 
together freely.

Impossible? Far from it. No 
society could survive without 
its libertarian elements, ele­
ments which often come to the 
fore in periods of intense strug­
gle and change. Every struggle 
and revolution has seen anar­
chist ideas and practices 
develop spontaneously as 
people draw the obvious con­
clusions from their own experi­
ences, They have seen free, 
self-managed, organisations 
develop whenever the people 
have freedom of initiative. The 
French revolution had its sec­
tions and communes, the 
Russian revolution its soviets 

and factory committees, the 
Spanish revolution its unions, 
collectives and co-operatives. 
These were the bodies that 
turned riot into revolution, 
expropriating capital for the 
benefit of all and allowing 
society to be run from the 
bottom up (at least for a time). 
So in terms of what anarchism 
is, Iraq is not an illustration of 
its failure. The necessary pre­
conditions do not exist. The his­
torical examples of anarchism 
in practice show how very dif­
ferent real anarchy is.

The creation of new socialist 
and libertarian institutions is 
always a possibility. The Iraqi 
peoples’ experiences may push 
them towards anarchist con­
clusions, the awareness that 
the state exists to protect the 
wealthy and powerful few and 
to disempower the many. That 
while it is needed to maintain 
class and hierarchical society, it 
is not needed to organise 
society nor can it do so in a just 
and fair way for all. This is pos­
sible. There is a history of 
Shoras (workers councils) in 
Iraq, so many have an example 
of working class self-organisa­
tion that can be applied. 

Unfortunately the odds are 
stacked against this. The Iraqi 
people have had their state 
destroyed for them and are 
now subject to an occupying 
power. The Iraqi people would 
have to defend any moves 
towards a free society from two 
enemies. Firstly, the US/UK 
occupation forces. These have 

to be used, abused and finally 
destroyed by parties or reli­
gious groups seeking political 
power over the masses.

During these events the US 
occupying power has made its 
priorities clear. While letting 
essential services like hospitals 
and historical treasures be 
looted, the US army secured oil 
fields and defended only two 
government ministries (namely 
of Oil and of the Interior). 
When US officials boasted that 
oil production would restart 
soon, people across Iraq were 
wondering when the same 
would be said of their water, 
food and electricity supplies. 

Nor should we be surprised 
by the fact that the US is rein­
troducing the old regime’s 
police force. They did the same 
all across Europe and the Far 
East after defeating the fas­
cists, where they replaced 
popular anti-fascist commit­
tees with fascist politicians and 
businessmen. We can expect to 
see the Baath state resurrected, 
but with new leaders at the 
top. And who knows, perhaps 
this policy of tolerating chaos 
and looting is part of a plan to 
"win hearts and minds,” to get 
people used to the idea of a US 
dictatorship presiding over 
Saddam’s police force as the 
alternative would be chaos? 

And, lastly, it is doubtful that 
the US and UK government's 
tolerance for "public disorder” 
in Iraq will be applied to those 
seeking meaningful regime 
change at home. Number 10’s 

“It Is doubtful that the US and UK govern­

ment’s tolerance tor “public disorder” In

Iraq will be applied to those seeking

meaningful regime change at home...”

no interest in seeing a func­
tional grassroots democracy 
built from below. And, secondly, 
those in Iraq who seek to main­
tain inequality in wealth 
and/or power. Without a con­
scious anarchist presence any 
libertarian tendencies are likely 

recognition that oppression 
and exploitation produces 
resistance will not be applied 
here. We will be expected to 
obey the state like good citi­
zens and be punished if we 
step out of line. After all, we 
live in a democracy... ■

‘Anti Terror’
Crackdown 
in Spain 
Last year, In Spain, there 
was a country wide cam­
paign of repression 
against anarchists, espe­
cially In the city of 
Valencia.
The campaign had two objec­
tives. Discrediting the squat 
and anarchist movements, 
through talk of imaginary ter­
rorist cells and connections on 
the one hand, and material 
repression aimed at intimida­
tion on the other. Nearly a 
dozen of autonomists and 
anarchists have been charged 
with terrorism during recent 
months. Meanwhile more than 
a dozen squatted social centres 
have been evicted, including 
few of the most representative 
ones like Casa Encantada in 
Galicia, Casa de las iniciativas 
in Andalucia and El
LaboratorioIII in Madrid.

The story began with the 
detention of four anarchists in 
Valencia on charges of terror­
ism. The youths of between 
twenty and twenty-five years 
old, faced up to fifteen years in 
jail.

The story began in October 
2002, after the eviction of the 
Maias Pulgas squatted social 
centre. In reprisal for the evic­
tion, four estate agents were 
attacked. The activists were 
identified and charged with 
terrorist aggression. If the 
attack had been carried out by 
non political vandals, they’d 
have been charged with crimi­
nal damage wich is not an 
inprisonable offence in Spain. 

This caused an upsurge of 
anger and solidarity all over 
the country culminatiing in a 
demonstration of thousands 
on January 2003 in Valencia. 

Five months after the 
activists were put in jail, the 
Audiencia National1 were

continued on page 11
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