
This issue is dedicated to the memory of Leo Rosser
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tery chickens.

There is a mania for locking up, punishing 
and humiliating people, not confined to mad 
judicial circles but whipped up by the press. It 
even reaches into prisoners’ thinking, via Sun­
type indoctrination, with hatred against auth­
ority not so much directed against warders who 
do their job’ but against offenders whom it is 

encouraged to despise—currently ostensibly 
against sex offenders (but in practice against 
weaker or isolated types rather than, say, brutal 
rapists). An overwhelming number today go 
into prison for drug offences, yet drug abuse in 
prison is controlled by the authorities, used to 
manipulate the people and as a private source of 
revenue to augment screws’ wages.
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HE DAY AFTER Tiananmen Square, 
London W.C.2, Strangeways Prison, 
Manchester, erupted. It was followed by 

Dartmoor, Bristol, Brixton and all over the 
country. The prisoners began tearing down the 
walls as the people of Berlin tore down their 
wall after years of indifference, fatalism and 
apathy.

Pathetic discussions as to why this has hap­
pened have appeared in the media, together 
with the suggestion that this type of violence 
‘has set back prison reform’. Burning was the 
only reform needed. The only reform the gov­
ernment can think of is to build more and bigger 
prisons. Then, expanding like motorways, they 
will be filled thus becoming overcrowded 
again. The reason people revolt is because they 
are kept locked up in cages and treated like bat­
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The anarchists are not the outside agitators 
that the media and Militant claim. DAM mem­
bers and other anarchists have played a leading 
role within the anti-poll tax movement. 
Throughout the 3 years of resistance in Scotland 
and 2 in England and Wales we alone have con- 
sistantly maintained a position of ‘Don't Pay, 
Don’t Register, Don’t collect and Don’t Im­
plement’. We have always stood for the in- 
volement of the workers combined with mass 
community resistance organised on a local level 
and continually fought for an open democratic 
movement built federatively from the grass 
roots.

ANOTHER YOUNG Greek boy has been mur­
dered by the police. Vimitris Kikeris, a 14 year 
old petty thief was stopped by three policemen 
while he was trying to break into a gun shop in 
Preveza, northern Greece. He tried to resist and 
was shot through his right eye by Grigoris 
Spyrakos, one of the cops. Vimitris was un­
armed. The cop was arrested, but was almost 
immediately released on bail. In response to the 
incident the Minister of Justice said that ‘it's a 
policemans right to shoot in self defense’. If it is 
self defense for three fully grown men to shoot 
a 14 year old, unarmed boy, then the greek 
police have effectively been given a ‘license to 
kill’ at will.

Militant now claim the ‘naming names' 
statement was never made and in true trot 
fashion are saying that it is Nally who is being 
witch-hunted. Unfortunately for them we have 
the video. Furthermore a Militant front group in 
the Lothian Federation is now calling for the 
banning of SWP and Class War members from 
the Federation and from demos and actions 
called by it.

But the anti-poll tax battle continues in spite 
of Militant's attempts to manipulate it. Action is 
being called for Mayday to make it anti-poll tax 
day. Already NALGO (the local government 
union) branches in London have motions sub­
mitted on this, making the link between the poll 
tax, destruction of local services and jobs, and 
the victimisation of individual activists. This is 
particularly important for Andy Murphy, the 
Class War member, suspended from Hackney 
Council for speaking out for his class after the 
demonstration. It is fitting that his defense is 
conducted in this way, on Mayday. It is vital 
that Andy be given unconditional support. We 
have many criticisms of Class War, but we 
cannot allow the bosses of the Labour Party to 
victimise a comrade for his political views.

Within the anti-poll tax federations, Militant 
have been getting a pasting over their ‘grass 
’em up’ tactics and have now been forced to 
back down. But we must redouble our efforts, 
through the federations, to remove them—and 
any others who try to manipulate the movement 
for their own political ends—from any and all 
positions of responsibility. They have repeat­
edly abused these positions and should be held 
to account. Mass-non-payment and industrial 
action will happen. Our task is to organise it to 
make it most effective and destroy the poll tax 
as soon as possible.

POLL TAX
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A wave of protest followed the murder, during 
which a bomb exploded outside the police 
station near Exarchia Square in Athens and the 
headquarters of the Conservative Party was 
molatoved. A number of police cars were also 
burnt and the offices of Amnesty International 
were occupied. At one stage the whole of 
Athens was surrounded with a cordon of police. 
Things quietened down in the run up to the elec­
tions, but Easter is traditionally a period when 
people take to the streets. More information 
next issue.
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HE EVENTS of March 31st have shown 
the extent of popular opposition to the 
poll tax. Over a quarter of a million 

people took to the streets to demonstrate their 
anger and the support of non-payment runs into 
millions. For one day the ruling class and their 
emulators on the left were shaken to the core by 
mass working class action.

In the last decade, the state has given free rein 
to the police to terrorise the working class into 
submission, whether the organised workers as 
at Orgreave and Wapping or communities as in 
Brixton and Broadwater Farm. With its powers 
extended and its resources increased the Police 
came to the demonstration confident in its own 
strength and prepared to beat the anti-poll tax 
movement into submission. But the streets be-. 
long to the people and on this day we were det­
ermined to hold them against any provocation 
or attack—we will not let the police, the gov­
ernment or even the Militant Tendency take 
them from us. The working class has a long his­
tory of self-defence and one of which it can be 
proud and anyone who says otherwise should be 
recognised for what they are—scabs. The con­
tempt that the Labour Party, Militant and other 
‘leaders' of the labour movement show for our 
class by pretending we had to be incited to resist 
police violence is despicable. We have no need 
of such leaders.
Before the blood had been staunched from the 
wounds inflicted by truncheons the so-called 
leadership of the All Britain Anti-Poll Tax Fed­
eration (ABAPTF), Tommy ‘shop ’em’ 
Sheridan and Steve ‘nark’ Nally (both sup­
porters of the Militant Tendency) were already 
making statements about an internal enquiry 
(read ‘witch hunt') with Nally stating that they 
would ‘name names’ to the police (who they in­
sist are only workers in uniform). Like the 
Labour Party they thought that violence would 
give the protest a bad name failing to realise 
that people can judge the situation for 
themselves. Militant also saw the demonstration 
as a means to establish their ‘leadership’ on the 
anti-poll tax movement. Up until then they had 
been constrained by the federative structure of 
the movement to using their positions only as a 
platform—they had few executive powers. 
From that point the combative nature of the de­
monstration forced them to use it as an exit plat­
form. They said their party was wrecked by 
gatecrashers—the anarchists—but it was never 
their party and this is a clear admission that they 
were not worried about the effect on the poll tax 
but on their political fortunes.
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Bank debt reduced to £4378.97 CONVICTION
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N.B. The ABC(London) now hold regular 
pickets of the Home Office, Queen Annes Gate, 
London SWI, on the first Wednesday of every' 
month 12 to 2pm in support of Martin. All 
welcome.

State of our finances 
Sept 89 to April 90

1990 Competition for British 
Press Fool 
of the Year

arrest been destroyed or not? The West 
Yorkshire police have claimed on two occa­
sions to have seen copies of the prisoner in 
custody sheet detailing the time of arrest, the 
West Midlands Force claimed to have destoyed 
the original two years after the trial. But why 
should any copies have been made in the first 
place—and why are copies being found after the 
original has been destroyed? Martin has always 
claimed that the Police altered the time of 
arrest, and certainly the times of Martin's arrest 
on l Oth September 1984 and his being taken 
into custody are wrong, as their account would 
have been physically impossible to have carried 
out. (Briefly, Martin was meant to have been 
arrested at 3.05pm at Hurst St. car park, where 
he made a supposed verbal admission of his 
having carried out a robbery. The Police also 
say that he was in a cell at Bradford St. station 
at 3.12pm, after having been processed through 
the arrest system, some seven minutes later. 
Martin had been arrested at an earlier time and 
the custody sheet altered.)

Martin's health is again a matter of great con­
cern. On March 6th he attempted a rooftop pro­
test, but fell from a wall he was scaling and 
broke his leg. After a plaster cast was fitted, he 
was placed on the punishment block. Seeing as 
Martin has a severe colostomy condition, and is 
already suffering from a painful infection in the 
wound itself, this treatment can’t be considered 
anything less than torture. At this point Martin 
refused food, and was moved to the hospital 
wing. The fight to get Martin’s colostomy 
wound treated is still going ahead. Frankland 
Prison have given permission for an outside 
specialist to examine Martin, and will give 
Martin tablets to treat bacteria in the wound.

Support for Martin in Ireland is now growing 
fast. The media will publicise his case and many 

Printing bills paid...£1070.60 
Postage...£508.68

Stationery.. .£252.56 
TOTAL...£1831.64

Donations—London: PF £25, LR £50, LF £25, 
JG £50,, AM £622, LB £50, NW £2, Moth 
£14; Lancs: DF £3, J £28, JP £50, Wales: RA 
£42, DL £28; Yks: RC £5, Leeds TG £2; 
Devon: TM £2; Herts: NW £4; Norfolk: A £2, 
RT £1.50; Berks: AJB £60; Finland: MS £27, 
KH £30, Calif: WT £3, Birmingham, H £2, 
Nottingham: TT £4; Glasgow: L £2; Thetford: 
RF £5; R Tapes £9.40; various £10.80

A JIA

SEBASTIAN FAULKS, now of The bide- 
pendent on Sunday, recalls in it his ‘enjoyable’ 
years on the rival Sunday Telegraph and the 
‘final twilight' of Fleet Street with expense ac­
counts of fictional effrontery, three hour 
lunches and institutionalised indolence which, 
in the case of the print unions, had reached 
criminal proportions’.
He thus qualifies as an entry for three fool's cap 
of newspaper from the British journalist who 
manages to be the most incompetent ass. While 
he and his colleagues were gracing their journal 
with occasional presences and absences, 
running up phoney expenses, making trips 
abroad, having three hour liquid lunches and 
bringing back their sandwiches afterwards, 
members of print unions were hanging about 
waiting so that their utterances could be hot off 
the press. Printwofkers got no such jaunts or 
expenses, but insisted on getting paid for the 
compulsorily idle periods as well as the work. 
This, according to Faulks, is clearly criminal 
and shows the working class at their worst!

Martin always welcomes letters: Martin Foran 
C51796,

H.M.P. Frankland,
Brasside,

Durham DH1 5 YD

The Birmingham Martin Foran Defence Camp­
aign are at:

Zebedees Cafe,
190 Alum Rock Road, 

Saltley,
Birmingham B8

they would have no doubt have had to trade him 
off). It was shown (March 30th this year) at the 
High Court that Special Branch had suspected 
Pottle and Randle in 1966, and that a book was 
published in 1970 referring to them under false 
surnames. A book by military and political 
secret agent ex-MP Col. Montgomery Hyde, 
with collaboratioh from an ‘anti-nuke’ 
associate, led to a call for their prosecution by 
Tory MPs.

Sales & subs...£1064.84 
Donations...£676.70
TOTAL...£1721.54 

loss £110.10
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viously welcomed by others with grievances 
against the S.C.S. Finally, it’s worth men­
tioning that the West Midlands Police have 
admitted that material relating to 31 S.C.S. 
cases has gone ‘missing’.

It is possible that the S.C.S. will be presented 
as the exception to an otherwise adequate 
system. Certainly their reputation was be­
coming so bad that the juries simply wouldn’t 
convict in cases involving them, and this is the 
real reason they were disbanded. Moreover, the 
‘World in Action' feature on the Squad showed 
that they were seriously offending other elite 
parts Of the legal system—they tried to ‘frame' a 
lawyer and also had been feeding judges false 
information, and had even personally ant­
agonised Geoffrey Dear. The judiciary was be­
ginning not to function due to their antics, and 
action had to be taken. Presumably some offi­
cers will be scapegoated, and some prisoners 
released, and we are all meant to start believing 
in British Justice again.

Yet what sort of system of ‘justice' can jail a 
person on uncorroborated ‘confessions' for 
long spells of time? One lesser known S.C.S. 
case is that of Roy Meads, jailed for 15 years in 
1984 on robbery charges. The evidence against 
him was an alledged ‘confession’ made ver­
bally, and the word of a supergrass. The super- 
grass later admitted that he was lying, and that 
Roy had taken no part in the robbery concerned 
—so Roy is still serving 15 years on the word of 
one or two police officers. He can somehow be 
considered lucky as his case is still being invest­
igated although he has failed an appeal.

The legal system is biased in favour of the 
interests of those who hold wealth and power, 
and justice is often a casualty. Whilst all liberal 
exposure of police corruption is to be 
welcomed, the S.C.S. scandal is a symbol of 
corrupt judiciary, not some sort of malignant 
growth in an otherwise healthy body which can 
be cut away.

ONVICTION is the name of an in­
formation service two of Martin's 
supporters are trying to establish, which 

will publicise Martin’s case along side that of 
other instances of police ‘framing’.

One case that Conviction is particularly inter­
ested in covering, is that of Derek Harry 
Treadway, who has been in jail since 1982. 
Derek was arrested by members of the Serious 
Crimes Squad (West Midlands) and charged 
with kidnapping and armed robbery. He also 
signed a ‘confession' whilst in police custody. 
However, at his trial, he claimed that the ‘con­
fession’ had been obtained by police placing a 
plastic bag over his head until he was virtually 
suffocating, and he denied the charges. In court 
the jury found him guilty and he was sentenced 
to 15 years. An Appeal failed in 1984. Since the 
recent disbandment of the S.C.S., his case has 
had some media attention. The Guardian have 
found witnesses to corroborate Derek 
Treadway’s allegations—an alleged 
defendant and his lawyer. Recently, the ‘World 
in Action' team interviewed a Home Office em­
ployed doctor, Dr.Derek Barracliff, who 
studied a police surgeon’s report of Derek’s 
claims, and said that there was a record of pin 
point haemorrages on his skin, consistent with 
the plastic bag allegations. This case is not 
being investigated by the current West Yorks 
Police inquiry, as the arrest happened in 1982. 
The only course open to Derek Treadway is to 
sue members of the S.C.S. for assault, which he 
is doing at present.

The main inquiry into the S.C.S. may not be 
completed until 1991. Geoffrey Dear, the West 
Midlands chief who ordered the disbandment of 
the Squad, recently retired. His parting shot 
was an attack on the Birmingham Six camp­
aigners, and a claim that they were linked to the
I.R.A. Significantly, 11 out of the 20 officers 
involved in the interrogation of the six have 
been disciplined by the West Midlands Police 
for malpractice in other cases. He also told the 
Sunday Correspondent (1/4/90) that between 
six and ten S.C.S. officers will face ‘very ser­
ious charges', presumably when the main in­
quiry is completed. Currently, 124 officers 
from this force face 360 allegations of mal­
practice and fabricating evidence. The case 
against four one-time S.C.S. officers in the 
Keith Parchment case, for ‘conspiracy to per­
vert the course of justice' will open in Bi­
rmingham on April 19th. A series of other cases 
are about to reach the Appeal Hearings fol­
lowing the release of Hassan Khan, who was 
‘framed’ by the S.C.S. using the technique of 
fabricating evidence. This man’s release is ob­

papers have called for Martin’s immediate re­
lease. In Britain, leafleting and petitioning have 
recently taken place in Sheffield, Durham, 
London and Birmingham. The Birmingham 
supporters have.carried out a number of actions 
to highlight Martin’s case. On April 6th they 
blockaded Queens Road. On April 12th, mem­
bers chained themselves to the Crown Court 
buildings in the city centre, and a four day vigil 
was scheduled to begin on Easter Monday. This 
activity has attracted a lot of local attention.

The Shamen donated two thirds of their pro­
ceeds of their last London gig to the Martin 
Foran Support Fund. On May 14th, the benefit 
L.P. ‘Justice is our Conviction' will be released 
on the State Injustice label (cat.no. SIJ 1), dis­
tributed through ‘Southern’. Tracks include 
from The Shamen, Annie Anxiety, Plant Bach 
Ofnus, Benjamin Zephaniah,and the Mega City 
Four, amongst others.

T THE TIME of writing, Martin Foran 
will have spent nearly 40 days on 
hunger strike in a bid to highlight how 

little progress has been made by the West 
•Yorkshire Police officers investigating his com­
plaints of having been ‘framed’ by members of 
the infamous Serious Crime Squad of the West 
Midlands.

Martin maintains that the most significant 
evidence against him at the 1985 trial was the 
testimony of Detective Inspector Paul 
Matthews, who seems to have contrived a 
verbal ‘admission' Martin allegedly made at the 
time of his arrest. This officer was also in­
volved in interrogating Paddy Hill of the Bi­
rmingham Six, and was one of the officers who 
obtained a ‘confession' from him. D.I. 
Matthews later became an embarrassment to the 
West Midlands Force. A case against Malcolm 
Herring, for alleged arson in 1985—in which 
D.I. Paul Matthews presented one of his 
‘admissions' to the Court—collapsed when 
Mr.Herring’s lawyer proved that an interview 
between his client and D.I. Matthews did not 
take place and that Mr.Herring had remained 
silent throughout the time of his arrest. More­
over D.I. Matthews began to spend more and 
more time looking after his substantial business 
interests and sent in sick notes to the Force. Fin­
ally he was demoted from the Serious Crimes 
Squad, failed to turn up for normal station duty 
and was ‘forced to resign for not obeying lawful 
orders’ in November 1986. He owns property 
abroad and seems to have left the country. The 
investigation into Martin's case will not include 
an interview with Matthews, thus making the 
whole inquiry very incomplete.

Another question which remains unanswered 
is, have documents relating to Martin’s time of

We are still receiving at BM/Hooligan box a 
number letters intended for Crowbar. We ex­
tended the use of our box number to them until 
they got their own address.
Crowbar the squatting paper is now at
121 Bookshop,
121, Railton Rd,
London SE24

I Anarchist Black Cross (London) via Black 
I Flag: Norfolk: Anon £40, Berks: AJB £7, 
‘ London: CBC £16, CB £6, AM £10, SC £35, 
j Gig £15, PC £11, GL £12; Liverpool JB £5, 
j USA :SS £26.57; Canada: MH £10 
] Recvd £193.47—disbursed £80—£113.47 1. Why was the former Kaiser of Germany re­

ferred to as ‘she' by loyal supporters?
2. No European State wanted Aetorea, called 
New Zealand—so why was it colonised and 
how was the local King responsible?
3. What psychological significance had Leon 
Trotsky's choice of surname in common with 
that of Crazy Gang comedian Bud Flanagan's?
4. What famous Hollywood film star was 
maimed for life by an ‘Anarchist bomb’?
5. Before 1933 (and in a few daring cases, after) 
how did most North German workers respond 
to the salutation ‘Heil Hitler’?

Answers on Page 7.
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fiflht for the life of one world.

Middlesbrough against the poll tax (MAPT) is 
calling a demonstration on Tuesday May 1st. 
assembling 7.00 p.m at Berwick Hill Baths and 
marching into town for a rally in Central Gar­
dens. Mayday greetings to all who are fighting 
the good fight!

THE MOST NOTORIOUS political trial to be 
held for some years, was due to come up at the 
Old Bailey on April 24th, when Pat Pottle and 
Michael Randle, anti-nuclear protesters are 
charged with helping the escape of double agent 
George Blake, twenty years ago.

It was generally accepted Blake received an 
disproportionate sentence (42 years) for his in­
volvement in the espionage game, and it is 
credible that military intelligence were relieved 
finally to see him go (if he were so important
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Direct Action Gets the Goods

SUPPORT CHINESE WAF or directly from:

source .Bayou La Rose

PA CHIN RELEASED

source: Brand

source: Anarchy
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Within Rosario many groups including the 
Grupo Impulso Autogestionario, work and 
housing cooperatives, the Libertarian Socialist 
Union and others share a building—La Casa. 
The economic crisis has meant that they have 
found it difficult to find the money to pay the 
rent and are appealing to comrades in the North 
for financial support. Please write to the 
address above.

Grupo Impulso Autogestionario
Casilla de correo 984

2000—Rosario
Argentina

In the face of the terrorism of those who dom­
inate us, we affirm life against death and in­
justice.

The SACs formal, slow structure isn't adapted 
for urgent class action. These things will hope­
fully be sorted out. Meanwhile the SAC is gain­
ing in membership for the first time in many 
years. Several hundred have joined in the after­
math of the strike.

work together to build and maintain their own 
homes. But all this would be admittedly quite 
difficult under the prevailing system of cap­
italist exploitation and domination.

Still we don't think that it's necessary to wait 
for some distant future to fight for dignity and 
against exploitation. That is why, as a liber­
tarian organisation, we are participating right 
now alongside others in the resistance to the 
state sponsered plundering. We are completely 
opposed to the social model which aims to 
create first and second class citizens within one 
country.

In our city, out of a population of nearly a 

Comment: Syndicalist workers in the SAC are 
not to be confused with the bureaucrats in its 
international bureau who have been working 
with the Spanish CGT to form a ‘national syn­
dicalist’ international.

We won 9t forget, we won 9t forgive ’ - the Mothers demonstrate against the 
Military Junta, forgiven for the 'disappearance9 of the Mothers9 children.

H. Edemikpong,
Women’s Centre, 

Box 185, Eket 
Akwa Ibom State, 

Nigeria, West Africa.

THE BATTLE for Carrara is over. The Anar­
chist circle in the centre of the town, which pro­
vided facilities enjoyed by the entire towns­
people and was taken by the Anarchist re­
sistance after they had thrown out the fascist 
occupants (as reported in previous issues of 
Black Flag) had been threatened with illegal 
eviction as the main square was wanted by pro­
perty speculators working with corrupt officials 
of the city council. In a reversal of roles in other 
countries, the Anarchist occupation (backed by 
the whole community, not a minority calling 
itself such) was guaranteed by law, and their 
opponents acting illegally, but the police were 
called in throw out the centre just the same.

They did not succeed, faced with the op­
position of the mass of workers.

Now we learn that the Army has been called 
in and succeeded in doing what it failed to 
attempt in 1944—occupying the main square of 
Carrara, which 46 years ago was taken by the 
black flag carrying marble workers and women 
of the town. The entire building has been 
bricked up.
We have not learned yet of the fate of Goliardio 
Fiaschi, who shut himself in the building and 
would not leave.

The Columbia Daily Tribune reported last 
summer that the head of the Chinese Writers' 
Union, Pa Chin, had made a statement in sup­
port of the Beijing students and workers. He 
was subsequently arrested. Now at the age 85, 
Pa Chin has been a dedicated anarchist since his 
y rith in the ‘20s and has expressed he views as 
a novelist and translator. It has now been re­
ported that he has been released.

Some of his short stories have been published in 
the old Black Flag Quarterly—some still avail­
able.

million, more than 300,000 people are under­
nourished and living in miserable housing; 
more than 100,000 people are destitute. We 
know that the abundance of the wheat fields is 
not reaching our childrens' mouths because of 
the manipulations by bureaucrats, clerics, pol­
iticians and bankers, perpetuating social in­
justice.

Our problem has a name: capitalism. And so 
does the solution: self-managed socialism. Only 
popular self-organisation, the direct democracy 
of councils and assemblies, self-management 
and libertarian confederation will contribute to 
the liberation of all of us who inhabit the con­
tinent of ‘fire and fear’.

While continuing to resist the authoritarian 
advance and working together in solidarity, let 
us not forget that there are no quick revolutions; 
they grow from the ground up.
No to the pardon; No to the amnesty for geno­
cidal killers and No to Militarisation. 
Defend collective liberties, ensure all liberty. 
Self-manage work, consumption, education and 
all culture.

foreign debt (which might as well be called the 
eternal debt, since it is unpayable) as an excuse 
for continued exploitation. They present as in­
disputable the false alternatives that public ser­
vices can only be ‘inefficiently run by the state’ 
or ‘efficiently run by oligarchies linked to mult­
inational capital’. We libertarian socialists 
know that there are valid alternatives to both: 
Public services can be operated and managed by 
their own workers. We also assert that only 
through the socialisation of health care services 
can health be assured for everyone. The com­
plex problem of housing can be solved through 
the creation of cooperatives in which members 

NIGERIAN WOMEN SELF­
ORGANISE

More information and copies of the political 
statement of the Women's Centre—Monkey de 
Work Baboon de Chop—can be obtained from:

B. Hansen,
2115 South Sheridan, 

Tacoma WA 98405 
USA

Ni Zhifu
Chairman All China Federation of Trade 

Unions,
Beijing,

P R of China

President Yang Shangkun Zhongguo Guoji 
Zhuxi Banshichu,

Beijing
P.R of China

Send letters to:
Premier Zhongguo Guowu Yuan,

Beijing,
Peoples Republic of China

A GROUP OF 80 women in Eket, Nigeria have 
set up a campaign of education and resistance to 
the traditional practices of polygamy and female 
genital mutilation that have enforced the sub­
jugation of African women for centuries. For 
the last three years the Women’s Center in Eket 
has been sending its members into rural areas, 
encouraging women to take control of their 
lives and bodies. The centre desperately needs 
funds and books to maintain and extend its pro­
gram of education.

-

N FEBRUARY 12th health and welfare 
workers belonging to the SAC—the 

Swedish syndicalist union—went on strike 
against the governments plans to forbid strikes 
and stop all pay rises. In Stockholm about 180 
people went on strike until February 15th, when 
100 other SAC members went on a halfday pol­
itical strike. Political strikes are very unusual in 
Sweden and its the first time that the SAC has 
called for one.

Thousands of workers in Sweden left the 
social-democratic party in protest against the 
governments anti-strike proposal and there 
were many wildcat strikes. But before the situ­
ation got out of hand the council workers union 
got a ‘relatively good’ pay rise offer, putting the 
lid on any attempts at a mass strike. The gov­
ernment, surprised at the massive protests took 
back their anti-strike proposal.

For many years the SAC has been losing 
members and decaying from the inside, reflect­
ing the lack of combativity and lack of class 
conciousness among the Swedish working 
class. In this context the SAC strike was a suc­
cess, breaking through the wall of isolation 
apathy and formalism that has infected Swedish 
syndicalism. The strike was by no means per­
fect-only 16 of SACs 140 local federations 
participated ( the SAC has 14,000 members).

I

Yubin, Shao Liangehen, Zhang Xinchao, Li 
Huling, Rui Tonghu, Zhu Huiming, Cai 
Chaojun, Chen Shengfu, Gong Chencheng, Li 
Zhibo, Wang Hong, Wang Miaogen, Zhang 
Qiwang, Zheng Liang, An Baojing, Bao 
Hongijan, Chang Ximin, Liu Chongshu, Ren 
Xiying, Xu Ying, Zhao Demin.

RGENTINA, a country with an area of 
1.2 million square miles, used to be 
known as the world's granary. Today, 

out of a population of about 30 million people 
nearly 15 million are recognised as ‘lacking 
basic necessities'. The state cynically uses this 
euphemism as a cloak for what is commonly 
known as poverty, spiritual and material 
misery, hunger and sickness. The capitalist 
economic model that President Menem calls the 
popular market economy' is condeming the 

majority of people, who are becoming poorer 
by the day, to be sacrificed for the escalating 
profits of agricultural-export oligopolies. Mil­
lions of children and old people are being dep­
rived of proper health care, education and 
housing. Meanwhile, the system of financial 
roulette is emptying the pockets of those who 
produce the country's wealth.

Recently more than 200,000 Argentinians 
have emigrated. Some are convinced that they 
will find a sunnier, warmer life in the North. 
Others are fleeing in anticipation of a new geno­
cidal thrust by the military.

Since April 1987 the military, counting on 
the complicity of the politicians, has been tar­
geting the civilian population. We have been 
experiencing an increasing militarisation of 
society. Once again men in uniform are 
swarming out of the barracks. Cities such as 
Rossario are daily overrun with federal police 
patrols on the ground and in helicopters.

The laws granting immunity from pros­
ecution approved by Alfonsin, the pardons 
granted by Menem and the decrees legalising 
the intervention of the armed forces in internal 
conflicts, together open a sombre prospect. 
They facilitate the use of state terrorism against 
popular protests and dissent by those opposing 
domination, exploitation and ultimately cap­
italist barbarity.

The ruling classes and their political front 
men who control the government are using the
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DESPITE THE lifting of martial law in the
Peoples Republic of China, the oppression 

of workers and other dissidents continues un­
abated . The actual fate of many of those arres­
ted after Tiananmen Square is still unknown. 
They have, for all intents and purposes, dis­
appeared from the face of the earth.

The Workers Solidarity Alliance (USA sec­
tion of the International Workers Associa- 
tion—the anarcho-syndicalist international) has 
begun a letter writing campaign to support the 
valiant members of the Workers Autonomous 
Federation, many of whom have already been 
murdered at the hands of the ‘Peoples Exec­
utioners’. The WSA-IWA is asking comrades to 
send letters to addresses below demanding the 
release of the following workers whose names 
we know.
Liu Quiang, Liu Huanwen, Bai Dongping, Tian 
Bomin, Guo Yaxiong, Li Jiang, You Diangi, 
Yan Fuqian, He Zhaohui, Li Jian, Liu Xingqi, 
Lu Zhaixing, Yang Xiong, Zhang Xudong, 
Zhou Yong, Gao Jingtang, Li Xiaohu, Zhu 
Guanghua, Che Honglian, Hao Jingguang, Liu
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