FOR

OANARCHIST

'.")-/-‘«//- \

>

MAY °90

This issue is dedicated to the memory of Leo Rosser

HE EVENTS of March 31st have shown

the extent of popular opposition to the
poll tax. Over a quarter of a million

people took to the streets to demonstrate their
anger and the support of non-payment runs into
millions. For one day the ruling class and their
emulators on the left were shaken to the core by
mass working class action.

In the last decade, the state has given free rein
to the police to terrorise the working class into
submission, whether the organised workers as
at Orgreave and Wapping or communities as in
Brixton and Broadwater Farm. With its powers
extended and 1ts resources increased the Police
came to the demonstration confident in its own
strength and prepared to beat the anti-poll tax

movement into submission. But the streets be- .

long to the people and on this day we were det-
ermined to hold them against any provocation
or attack—we will not let the police, the gov-
ernment or even the Militant Tendency take
them from us. The working class has a long his-
tory of self-defence and one of which it can be
proud and anyone who says otherwise should be
recognised for what they are—scabs. The con-
tempt that the Labour Party, Militant and other
‘leaders’ of the labour movement show for our
class by pretending we had to be incited to resist
police violence is despicable. We have no need
of such leaders.

Before the blood had been staunched from the
wounds 1nflicted by truncheons the so-called
leadership of the All Britain Anti-Poll Tax Fed-
eration (ABAPTF), Tommy ‘shop ’em’
Sheridan and Steve ‘nark’ Nally (both sup-
porters of the Militant Tendency) were already
making statements about an internal enquiry
(read "witch hunt’) with Nally stating that they
would ‘name names’ to the police (who they in-
sist are only workers in uniform). Like the
LLabour Party they thought that violence would
give the protest a bad name failing to realise
that people can judge the situation for
themselves. Militant also saw the demonstration
as a means to establish their ‘leadership’ on the
anti-poll tax movement. Up until then they had
been constrained by the federative structure of
the movement to using their positions only as a
plattorm—they had few executive powers.
From that point the combative nature of the de-
monstration forced them to use it as an exit plat-
farm. They said their party was wrecked by
gatecrashers—the anarchists—but it was never
their party and this is a clear admission that they
were not worried about the effect on the poll tax
but on their political fortunes.

The anarchists are not the outside agitators
that the media and Militant claim. DAM mem-
bers and other anarchists have played a leading
role within the anti-poll tax movement.
Throughout the 3 years of resistance in Scotland
and 2 in England and Wales we alone have con-
sistantly maintained a position of ‘Don’t Pay,
Don’t Register, Don’t collect and Don’t Im-
plement’. We have always stood for the In-
volement of the workers combined with mass
community resistance organised on a local level
and continually fought for an open democratic
movement built federatively from the grass
roots.

Militant now claim the ‘naming names’
statement was never made and 1n true trot
fashion are saying that it 1s Nally who 1s being
witch-hunted. Unfortunately for them we have
the video. Furthermore a Militant front group in
the Lothian Federation 1s now calling for the
banning of SWP and Class War members from
the Federation and from demos and actions

called by 1it.

But the anti-poll tax battle continues in spite
of Militant’s attempts to manipulate it. Action is
being called for Mayday to make it anti-poll tax
day. Already NALGO (the local government
union) branches in London have motions sub-
mitted on this, making the link between the poll
tax, destruction of local services and jobs, and
the victimisation of individual activists. This is
particularly important for Andy Murphy, the
Class War member, suspended from Hackney
Council for speaking out for his class after the
demonstration. It i1s fitting that his defense is
conducted 1n this way, on Mayday. It 1s vital
that Andy be given unconditional support. We
have many criticisms of Class War, but we
cannot allow the bosses of the Labour Party to
victimise a comrade for his political views.

Within the anti-poll tax federations, Militant
have been getting a pasting over their ‘grass
'em up’ tactics and have now been forced to
back down. But we must redouble our efforts,
through the federations, to remove them—and
any others who try to manipulate the movement
for their own political ends—from any and all
positions of responsibility. They have repeat-
edly abused these positions and should be held
to account. Mass-non-payment and industrial
action will happen. Our task 1s to organise it to

make 1t most effective and destroy the poll tax
as soon as possible.

POLL TAX — PAGE 5.

JAIL UPRISING

HE DAY AFTER Tiananmen Square,
London W.C.2, Strangeways Prison,
Manchester, erupted. It was followed by
Dartmoor, Bristol, Brixton and all over the
country. The prisoners began tearing down the
walls as the people of Berlin tore down their
wall after years of indifference, fatalism and

apathy.

Pathetic discussions as to why this has hap-
pened have appeared in the media, together
with the suggestion that this type of violence

‘has set back prison reform’. Burning was the
only reform needed. The only reform the gov-
ernment can think of is to build more and bigger
prisons. Then, expanding like motorways, they
will be filled thus becoming overcrowded
again. The reason people revolt is because they
are kept locked up in cages and treated like bat-

tery chickens.

There i1s a mania for locking up, punishing
and humiliating people, not confined to mad
judicial circles but whipped up by the press. It
even reaches into prisoners’ thinking, via Sun-
type indoctrination, with hatred against auth-
ority not so much directed against warders who
‘do their job’ but against offenders whom it is
encouraged to despise—currently ostensibly
against sex offenders (but in practice against
weaker or 1solated types rather than, say, brutal
rapists). An overwhelming number today go
into prison for drug offences, yet drug abuse in
prison is controlled by the authorities, used to

manipulate the people and as a private source of

revenue to augment screws’ wages.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7.

POLL TAX—REFUSE AND RESIST

ANOTHER YOUNG Greek boy has been mur-
dered by the police. Vimitris Kikeris, a 14 year
old petty thief was stopped by three policemen
while he was trying to break into a gun shop in
Preveza, northern Greece. He tried to resist and
was shot through his right eye by Grigoris
Spyrakos, one of the cops. Vimitris was un-
armed. The cop was arrested, but was almost
immediately released on bail. In response to the
incident the Minister of Justice said that ‘it’s a
policemans right to shoot in self defense’. If it is
self defense for three fully grown men to shoot
a 14 year old, unarmed boy, then the greek

police have effectively been given a ‘license to
kill™ at will.

GREEK KILLER COPS
STRIKE AGAIN

A wave of protest followed the murder, during
which a bomb exploded outside the police
station near Exarchia Square in Athens and the
headquarters of the Conservative Party was
molatoved. A number of police cars were also
burnt and the offices of Amnesty International
were occupied. At one stage the whole of
Athens was surrounded with a cordon of police.
Things quietened down in the run up to the elec-
tions, but Easter is traditionally a period when
people take to the streets. More information
next issue.
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State of our finances
Sept 89 to April 90

Printing bills paid...£1070.60
Postage...£508.68
Stationery...£252.56
TOTAL...£1831.64

Sales & subs...£1064.84
Donations...£676.70
TOTAL...£1721.54
loss £110.10

Bank debt reduced to £4378.97

Donations—London: PF £25, LR £50, LF £25,
JG £50,, AM £622, LB £50, NW £2, Moth
£14; Lancs: DF £3, J £28, JP £50, Wales: RA
£42, DL £28: Yks: RC £5, Leeds TG £2;
Devon: TM £2; Herts: NW £4; Norfolk: A £2,
RT £1.50; Berks: AJB £60: Finland: MS £27.
KH £30, Calif: WT £3, Birmingham, H £2,
Nottingham: TT £4; Glasgow: L £2; Thetford:
RF £5; R Tapes £9.40; various £10.80

Anarchist Black Cross (London) via Black
Flag: Norfolk: Anon £40, Berks: AJB £7,
London: CBC £16, CB £6, AM £10, SC £35,
Gig £15, PC £11, GL £12; Liverpool JB £5,
USA : SS £26.57; Canada: MH £10

Recvd £193.47—disbursed £80—£113.47

1990 Competition for British
Press Fool
of the Year

SEBASTIAN FAULKS, now of The Inde-
pendent on Sunday, recalls in it his ‘enjoyable’
years on the rival Sunday Telegraph and the
‘final twilight” of Fleet Street with expense ac-
counts of fictional effrontery, three hour
lunches and institutionalised indolence which,
in the case of the print unions, had reached
criminal proportions’.

He thus qualifies as an entry for three fool’s cag
of newspaper from the British journalist who
manages to be the most incompetent ass. While
he and his colleagues were gracing their journal
with occasional presences and absences,
running up phoney expenses, making trips
abroad, having three hour liquid lunches and
bringing back their sandwiches afterwards,
members of print unions were hanging about
waiting so that their utterances could be hot off
the press. Printwotkers got no such jaunts or
expenses, but insisted on getting paid for the
compulsorily idle periods as well as the work.
This, according to Faulks, is clearly criminal
and shows the working class at their worst!
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CONVICTION

T THE TIME of writing, Martin Foran
will have spent nearly 40 days on
hunger strike in a bid to highlight how
little progress has been made by the West

-Yorkshire Police officers investigating his com-
plaints of having been ‘framed’ by members of
the infamous Serious Crime Squad of the West
Midlands.

Martin maintains that the most significant
evidence against him at the 1985 trial was the
testimony of Detective Inspector Paul
Matthews, who seems to have contrived a
verbal ‘admission’ Martin allegedly made at the
time of his arrest. This officer was also 1n-

volved in interrogating Paddy Hill of the Bi-
rmingham Six, and was one of the officers who
obtained a ‘confession’ from him. D.IL
Matthews later became an embarrassment to the
West Midlands Force. A case against Malcolm
Herring, for alleged arson in 1985—in which
D.I. Paul Matthews presented one of his
‘admissions’ to the Court—collapsed when
Mr.Herring’s lawyer proved that an interview
between his client and D.I. Matthews did not
take place and that Mr.Herring had remained
silent throughout the time of his arrest. More-
over D.I. Matthews began to spend more and
more time looking after his substantial business
interests and sent in sick notes to the Force. Fin-
ally he was demoted from the Serious Crimes
Squad, failed to turn up for normal station duty
and was ‘forced to resign for not obeying lawful
orders’ in November 1986. He owns property
abroad and seems to have left the country. The
investigation into Martin’s case will not include
an interview with Matthews, thus making the
whole inquiry very incomplete.

Another question which remains unanswered
1s, have documents relating to Martin’s time of

ONVICTION 1s the name of an iIn-
formation service two of Martin’s

CSupporters are trying to establish, which

will publicise Martin’s case along side that of
other instances of police ‘framing’.

One case that Conviction is particularly inter-
ested in covering, i1s that of Derek Harry
Treadway, who has been in jail since 1982.
Derek was arrested by members of the Serious
Crimes Squad (West Midlands) and charged
with kidnapping and armed robbery. He also
signed a ‘confession’ whilst in police custody.
However, at his trial, he claimed that the ‘con-
fession’ had been obtained by police placing a
plastic bag over his head until he was virtually
suffocating, and he denied the charges. In court
the jury found him guilty and he was sentenced
to 15 years. An Appeal failed in 1984. Since the
recent disbandment of the S.C.S., his case has
had some media attention. The Guardian have
found witnesses to corroborate Derek
Treadway’s  allegations—an  alleged co-
defendant and his lawyer. Recently, the “World
in Action’ team interviewed a Home Office em-
ployed doctor, Dr.Derek Barracliff, who
studied a police surgeon’s report of Derek’s
claims, and said that there was a record of pin
point haemorrages on his skin, consistent with
the plastic bag allegations. This case is not
being investigated by the current West Yorks
Police inquiry, as the arrest happened in 1982.
The only course open to Derek Treadway is to
sue members of the S.C.S. for assault, which he
1s doing at present.

The main inquiry into the S.C.S. may not be
completed until 1991. Geoffrey Dear, the West
Midlands chief who ordered the disbandment of
the Squad, recently retired. His parting shot
was an attack on the Birmingham Six camp-
aigners, and a claim that they were linked to the
[.R.A. Significantly, 11 out of the 20 officers
involved in the interrogation of the six have
been disciplined by the West Midlands Police
for malpractice in other cases. He also told the
Sunday Correspondent (1/4/90) that between
six and ten S.C.S. officers will face ‘very ser-
1ous charges’, presumably when the main in-
quiry 1s completed. Currently, 124 officers
from this force face 360 allegations of mal-
practice and fabricating evidence. The case
against four one-time S.C.S. officers in the
Keith Parchment case, for ‘conspiracy to per-
vert the course of justice’ will open in Bi-
rmingham on April 19th. A series of other cases
are about to reach the Appeal Hearings fol-
lowing the release of Hassan Khan, who was
‘framed’ by the S.C.S. using the technique of
fabricating evidence. This man’s release is ob-

HOME NEWS

arrest been destroyed or not? The West
Yorkshire police have claimed on two occa-
sions to have seen copies of the prisoner In
custody sheet detailing the time of arrest, the
West Midlands Force claimed to have destoyed
the original two years after the trial. But why
should any copies have been made in the first
place—and why are copies being found after the
original has been destroyed? Martin has always
claimed that the Police altered the time of
arrest, and certainly the times of Martin’s arrest
on 10th September 1984 and his being taken
into custody are wrong, as their account would
have been physically impossible to have carried
out. (Briefly, Martin was meant to have been
arrested at 3.05pm at Hurst St. car park, where
he made a supposed verbal admission of his
having carried out a robbery. The Police also
say that he was in a cell at Bradford St. station
at 3.12pm, after having been processed through
the arrest system, some seven minutes later.
Martin had been arrested at an earlier time and
the custody sheet altered.)

Martin’s health i1s again a matter of great con-
cern. On March 6th he attempted a rooftop pro-
test, but fell from a wall he was scaling and
broke his leg. After a plaster cast was fitted, he
was placed on the punishment block. Seeing as
Martin has a severe colostomy condition, and 1s
already suffering from a painful infection in the
wound 1itself, this treatment can’t be considered
anything less than torture. At this point Martin
refused food, and was moved to the hospital
wing. The fight to get Martin’s colostomy
wound treated 1s still going ahead. Frankland
Prison have given permission for an outside
specialist to examine Martin, and will give
Martin tablets to treat bacteria in the wound.

Support for Martin in Ireland is now growing

fast. The media will publicise his case and many

viously welcomed by others with grievances
against the S.C.S. Finally, 1it’s worth men-
tioning that the West Midlands Police have
admitted that material relating to 31 S.C.S.
cases has gone ‘missing’.

It 1s possible that the S.C.S. will be presented
as the exception to an otherwise adequate
system. Certainly their reputation was be-
coming so bad that the juries simply wouldn’t
convict 1n cases involving them, and this is the
real reason they were disbanded. Moreover, the
"World 1n Action’ feature on the Squad showed
that they were seriously oftending other elite
parts 01 the legal system—they tried to ‘frame’ a
lawyer and also had been feeding judges false
information, and had even personally ant-
agonised Geoffrey Dear. The judiciary was be-
ginning not to function due to their antics, and
action had to be taken. Presumably some offi-
cers will be scapegoated, and some prisoners
released, and we are all meant to start believing
in British Justice again.

Yet what sort of system of ‘justice’ can jail a
person on uncorroborated ‘confessions’ for
long spells of time? One lesser known S.C.S.
case 18 that of Roy Meads, jailed for 15 years in
1984 on robbery charges. The evidence against
him was an alledged ‘confession’ made ver-
bally, and the word of a supergrass. The super-
grass later admitted that he was lying, and that
Roy had taken no part in the robbery concerned
—s0 Roy 1s still serving 15 years on the word of
one or two police officers. He can somehow be
considered lucky as his case is still being invest-
1gated although he has failed an appeal.

The legal system is biased in favour of the
interests of those who hold wealth and power.
and justice is often a casualty. Whilst all liberal
exposure of police corruption is to be
welcomed, the S.C.S. scandal is a symbol of
corrupt judiciary, not some sort of malignant
growth in an otherwise healthy body which can
be cut away.

Conviction, P.O.Box 522. Sheffield S1 3FF

R A T AN |
POTTLE & RANDLE

THE MOST NOTORIOUS political trial to be
held for some years, was due to come up at the
Old Bailey on April 24th, when Pat Pottle and
Michael Randle, anti-nuclear protesters are
charged with helping the escape of double agent
George Blake, twenty years ago.

It was generally accepted Blake received an
disproportionate sentence (42 years) for his in-
volvement in the espionage game, and it is
credible that military intelligence were relieved
finally to see him go (if he were so important

MARTIN FORAN FIGHTS ON
i

papers have called for Martin’s immediate re-
lease. In Britain, leafleting and petitioning have
recently taken place in Sheffield, Durham,
London and Birmingham. The Birmingham
supporters have.carried out a number of actions
to highlight Martin’s case. On April 6th they
blockaded Queens Road. On April 12th, mem-
bers chained themselves to the Crown Court
buildings in the city centre, and a four day vigil
was scheduled to begin on Easter Monday. This
activity has attracted a lot of local attention.

The Shamen donated two thirds of their pro-
ceeds of their last London gig to the Martin
Foran Support Fund. On May 14th, the benefit
L.P. ‘Justice is our Conviction’ will be released

on the State Injustice label (cat.no. SIJ 1), dis-

tributed through ‘Southern’.
from The Shamen, Annie Anxiety, Plant Bach
Ofnus, Benjamin Zephaniah,and the Mega City
Four, amongst others.

Tracks i1nclude

Martin always welcomes letters: Martin Foran

C51796,
H.M.P. Frankland,

Brasside.
Durham DHI1 5YD

The Birmingham Martin Foran Defence Camp-
aign are at:

Zebedees Cafe,

190 Alum Rock Road.
Saltley,

Birmingham B¥

N.B. The ABC(London) now hold regular
pickets of the Home Office, Queen Annes Gate,
London SWI, on the first Wednesday of every

month 12 to 2pm in support of Martin. All
welcome.

they would have no doubt have had to trade him
off). It was shown (March 30th this year) at the
High Court that Special Branch had suspected
Pottle and Randle 1n 1966, and that a book was
published in 1970 referring to them under false
surnames. A book by military and political
secret agent ex-MP Col. Montgomery Hyde,
with collaboration from an ‘anti-nuke’

associate, led to a call for their prosecution by
Tory MPs.

Anarcho-Quiz

1. Why was the former Kaiser of Germany re-
ferred to as ‘she’ by loyal supporters?

2. No European State wanted Aetorea, called
New Zealand—so why was it colonised and
how was the local King responsible?

3. What psychological significance had Leon
Trotsky’s choice of surname in common with
that of Crazy Gang comedian Bud Flanagan’s?

4. What famous Hollywood film star was
maimed for life by an ‘Anarchist bomb’?

5. Betore 1933 (and in a few daring cases, after)
how did most North German workers respond
to the salutation ‘Heil Hitler'?

Answers on Page 7.

IN BRIEF

We are still receiving at BM/Hooligan box a
number letters intended for Crowbar. We ex-
tended the use of our box number to them until
they got their own address.

Crowbar the squatting paper is now at
121 Bookshop,

121, Railton Rd.
LLondon SE24

“

Middlesbrough against the poll tax (MAPT) is
calling a demonstration on Tuesday May 1st,
assembling 7.00 p.m at Berwick Hill Baths and
marching into town for a rally in Central Gar-

dens. Mayday greetings to all who are fighting
the good fight! |
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