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editorial
THERE IS increasing interest in anarchist ideas throughout the world. To 
capitalise on this we need to be organised. But the purpose of this organi­
sation is not to be an end in itself, but to spread our ideas to the wider 
working class, to encourage working c lass self organisation, and to fight 
for libertarian and revolutionary ideas within that self organisation. So, 
following on from last issue, we return again to the themes of organising, 
this time with a lengthy contribution from a comrade from the South Af­
rican Workers Solidarity Federation, dealing with separate organisation. 
The article on anarcho-syndicalism in our last issue attracted a fair amount 
of letters, which shows that this is a matter of importance to our readers. 
What’s happening with Class War is further evidence that some of the old 
assumptions about organisation are being challenged. As Blair and co 
break the handful of promises they made, and the Socialist Workers Party 
push for big lobbies of a Labour conference they know is the enemy, the 
task of long term work among working class communities is more and 
more being left to anarchists alone. The next few years will see serious 
fights over the destruction of welfare and benefits, and the removal of 
resources from working class communities. We need to be there, and so 
do you..........
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1 in 12 celebrates success 
in campaign against CCTV

B
radford council appears 
to have accepted the demands 
of the 1 in 12 Club and is to 
conduct a “comprehensive re­

view” of its current public CCTV systems. 
The Club has been campaigning since Feb­
ruary for a proper, open and independent 
evaluation of the Councils 50-camera, dis­
trict wide, CCTV system, with the backing 
of the local Trades Council. They have suc­
cessfully shown the cameras to be ineffec­
tive with regard to the stated aims of crime 
detection and deterrence, and focused at­
tention on the dangers of such systems of 
mass state surveillance.

In an apparent complete U-turn, the 
Council announced on July 15th:

We will continue to develop CCTV in 
the District in locations where it will have 
a positive impact fighting crime and fear 
of crime. We will carry out a comprehen­
sive review of the effectiveness of existing

CCTV in­
stallations
in order to
target fu-
t u r e
CCTV de-
v e 1 o p - 
ments into
locations 
where it will be most effective.

The Club remains sceptical as to the 
exact nature of the “review” and is currently 
pressing the Council for clarification. How­
ever, they acknowledge that the turn around 
is a positive result of a carefully researched 
6 month campaign.

The club has collected much informa­
tion about CCTV and full details of the 
campaign can be found on the 1 in 12 Pub­
lications web page at:

www. legend. org. uk/~brs 

docker beaten by police

A
 SACKED Liverpool docker 
was battered unconscious by 
Merseyside Police on the 
morning of 2nd July during 

arrests at the Alexandra Dock gate. Steve 
Stanton, formerly employed by Mersey 
Docks and Harbour Company at the Norse 
Irish terminal, was rushed to Fazakerly 
Hospital by ambulance after PC 7193 had 
deliberately banged his head against the 
pavement whilst attempting to handcuff the 
man. Five other Merseyside Police offic­
ers were involved in the attempted arrest, 
with around 20 officers in attendance.

Stanton was one of 37 pickets on the 
Alexandra gate when police arrested 
sacked docker Kenny Weston, who had 
been targetted following a previous inci­
dent on Monday. Sgt Farrell of the Port 
Police directed the Merseyside Police to 
make the arrests. Pickets had withdrawn 
from the gate before the arrests were made. 

During the police charge towards 
Weston, officers grabbed Stanton and wres­

tled him to the ground. Whilst attempting 
to place handcuffs on Stanton, PC 7193 
banged the man’s head against the pave­
ment kerb near a pelican crossing.

The Liverpool dockers have consist­
ently condemned acts of violence by the 
Merseyside Police and particularly mem­
bers of the Operational Support Divison 
(OSD), who have acted aggressively when­
ever peaceful picketing has been taking 
place. Regular liaison meetings between 
Merseyside Police and dockers’ representa­
tives have taken place with the objective 
of avoiding such incidents. It now seems 
that agreements reached with the police no 
longer have any value.

It is important to note that when police 
arrive at the picket lines, the dockers have 
always undertaken to abide by instructions 
issued by the police. On this and other oc­
casions, no instructions were issued and 
unprovoked violence was used against the 
peaceful demonstration.

poles apart 
the magnet 

dispute drags on

3
50 WORKERS at Magnet Kitch­
ens’ factory in Darlington were 
sacked 3rd September last year. 
They had rejected the company’s pro­

posal on wages - £35 a week cut on av­
erage, after 3 years of a pay freeze!

Last year Magnet made profits of £27 
million, and gave fat cat director Marion
Anonini a pay rise of £750,000. The 
workers response was almost unanimous 
industrial action, to which Magnet re­
sponded by sacking 350 workers, nearly 
the entire work force. Strikers have been 
threatened and scabs have been hired at 
even lower wages and on short term con­
tracts.

As the dispute drags on, and it is ob­
viously hurting Magnet, it is clear that it 
is mainly anarchists who are actively sup­
porting the workers there, much to the 
shame of the left. Aside from anarchist 
publications covering the dispute, there 
were various snide comments in the 
Stalinist Trade Union Review about a 
“loose collective” of supporters occupy­
ing a Magnet branch in the North East.

There are four unions involved, and 
their only response so far has been to call 
for a boycott. This is fair enough, but if, 
like me, you’ve spent a few hours pick­
eting Magnet showrooms, you’ll notice 
that not a lot of trade goes on. In fact, it’s 
quite clear that the sort of consumer boy­
cott that hits normal retail outlets won’t 
work here. Instead what’s needed is soli­
darity of the real kind, such as getting 
construction unions in Magnet’s large 
customers (local authorities, hotel and 
catering businesses) to refuse to fit Mag­
net kitchens. This is an awful lot harder,* 
and the biggest step is actually to talk to 
the workers in these places. It begs the 
question as to why the locked-out Mag­
net workers’ own unions haven’t done 
it, as it would be much easier for them to 
impose an industry wide boycott.

Magnet Strike Committee, 109 
Jedburgh Dr. Darlington DL3 9UP 

Women’s Support Group, Lynn 
Fawcett 01325 352357 (day)
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jsa slave 
labour

P
ROJECT WORK, part of the JSA, 
is a way of bringing voluntary type 
organisations into the machinery of 
workfare. Forcing people into “volunteer­

ing” is slave labour and is used to undercut 
other workers. The managers of organisa­
tions benefitting from this free workforce 
try to justify the exploitation as “giving 
people a chance”. Project work is being 
pilotted in, amongst other areas, Bristol. 
Bristol Claimant’s Action have published 
a list of those collaborating with Project 
Work - along with a list of those who have 
refused to collaborate and have opposed 
the schemes.

One of the main coordinators of the 
scheme are Instant Muscle [a ’70s hango­
ver now a key part of workfare] : 
Springside House, 84 North End Road, 
London W14.

Two major charities involved are:
• PDSA Design House, 7 Great Minster 
Street, Winchester, SO23 9HA.
[01962 868883]
• National Trust [Regional Affairs coordi­
nator] Eastleigh Court, Bishopstow, 
Warminster. BA 12 9HW.
[01985 8436000]

Charities/ organisations more local to 
Bristol include:

SS Great Britain, Great Western Dock, 
Gas Ferrry Lane, Hotwells, Bristol BS8 
6TY.

Westbury Wildlife Park, Trym Road, 
Westbury on Trym Bristol BS9 3ET

Trinity Day Care, Holy Trinity Church, 
Hotwells, Bristol BS8 4ST

However, MIND, National Federation 
of City Farms, Help the Aged, Oxfam, Tree 
Aid, West of England Centre for Integrated 
living, National Association of Volunteer 
Bureaux, Bath Community Service Volun­
teers, Service 9, the St Pauls Holiday Camp 
Projecct, the Aled Richards Trust and Bath 
CSV all refuse to collaborate.

Derek Tuitt of Trinity Day Care de­
scribes arguments against Project Work as 
“militant crap”.

Organisations who collaborate with 
project work should be exposed and pres­
sured to withdraw.

Volunteer organisations function be­
cause people want to do the work not be­
cause they are forced to. If these organisa­
tions persist in using slave labour they

july 4th demonstrations 
against the death penalty

Sheffield

AT ABOUT 1 p.m. a publications stall was set up in the largely working class 
Markets area of the city. This coincided with handing out of hundreds of leaflets 
about US State Murder, Lorenzo Komboa Ervin’s call for a Moratorium on the death 

penalty, information about specific prisoners and Taking Liberties - the newspaper of the 
Anarchist Black Cross. Many people showed interest and we spoke to a few ex-prison 
inmates who congratulated us on taking the initiative saying “there must be more done 
for people inside” - we couldn’t agree more.

We then moved on to HMP Doncaster a shiny new efficient private prison - in fact so 
efficient that 7 people have died there since it opened. Providing the govt, with a safe 
means of execution of largely unconvicted and emotionally disturbed individuals.

After handing out the leaflets and Taking Liberties, the cameras were focused upon 
us and we were ejected from the prisons private road. They kindly gave us the recom­
mendation to write in to the Director (note: not Governor) who they were sure would 
give us permission to hand out the leaflets as he was “ a decent bloke”.

Once again several people (relatives) spoke to us and were keen to hear what we were 
saying.

Mark

edinburgh

AROUND FIFTY people met at the city’s east end this afternoon at 1.00pm 
and marched to the US Consulate Building in Regent’s Terrace. Anti Death Penalty 
slogans were chanted and a number of people played noisy musical instruments includ­

ing several different whistles and a large pair of cymbals.
Once at the consulate, the entrance door was redecorated with various anti-death 

penalty posters, leaflets and other literature. Several members of the press were present 
including a cameraman from Scottish Television and reporters and photographers from 
the Herald and Scotsman Newspapers.

The demonstrators stood on the steps and listened to a moving speech about the 
injustices of the death penalty and about a number of specific cases such as Mumia Abu 
Jamal and Kenny Ritchey, a man from Edinburgh who is on death row in Ohio.

An American flag was burned by one of the protesters as the others shouted and 
cheered. The demonstration then moved back towards the centre of town, where we 
paused to demonstrate outside the Disney shop. Some of the protesters entered the Dis­
ney shop and wandered around handing out leaflets to shoppers.

The demonstration continued to march along Princes Street, still chanting, making a 
noise, handing out several hundred leaflets and collecting signatures on a petition. When 
we reached Castle Street, several demonstrators were stopped by the police and asked to 
give their names. One demonstrator who refused (legally) to give her name, was seized 
violently by the police and detained before being released without charge.

A number of the protesters who avoided the police, continued to the American Ex­
press shop on Princes Street, and continued to hand out leaflets and obtain signatures for 
the petition.

Saturday 5th July - The Herald (national Scottish newspaper) carried a report of the 
demonstration featuring a large colour photograph of the flag burning.

should suffer financially. As Bristol Claim­
ants Action put it: Actions which impair 
fundraising would be particularly effective. 
The longer and more impressive list of or­
ganisations refusing to collaborate shows 
what has already been achieved.

Contact Bristol Claimants Action for 
more info.: PO Box 77, 82 Colston St,

Bristol, BS1 5BB
For an account of leftist shit for brains 

behaviour and a good analysis of part of 
the anti JSA struggle read the “Open Let­
ter of Resignation” from the [ex] secretary 
of Wales Against the JSA in, amongst oth­
ers, Subversion 22 [Dept 10, 1 Newton 
Street, Manchester, M1 1HW]
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arnaouti bakery workers strike

T
HE FIVE week strike at the 
Arnaouti pitta bakery in 
Tottenham, north London in 
April/May this year has to be 
seen in the context of other disputes in this 
area including the sustained J J Fast Foods 
dispute in 1995/6. These disputes and sev­

eral short-lived walk outs and a factory oc­
cupation (Tudor Gold) have taken place 
amongst low-paid immigrant workers.

Wages and conditions at the Amaouti 
factory were appallingh-£3.37 an hour for 
day workers and a 37p addition for the 
night shift. A contracted 72 hour week con­
sisted of six 12 hour shifts. If work ran out 
workers were sent home without pay. Per­
manent staff got two weeks holiday. There 
was no sick pay or pension.

The strike was provoked by manage­
ment trying to cut a tea break. The workers 
walked out on the evening of April 13th and 
refused to return to work on the Monday. 
In all, 65 workers joined the strike, the ma­
jority of whom were “casuals”.
The active strikers were 
mainly Somali. Some of the 
strikers were members of the 
bakers union (BFAWU), but 
the union played no part at the 
start of the strike, and the un­
ion official was on holiday for 
the first week of the strike.

The local “left” picked up 
on the strike and the Socialist Workers 
Party visited the picket line, helped make 
placards and drew up a list of demands as 
an SWP leaflet. Through Haringey Trades 
Union Council, which they dominate, they 
set up an account and did a collection sheet.

A mass picket was calleds for the fol­
lowing Monday and the SWP contacted 
Haringey Unison (which includes mem­
bers of the Haringey Solidarity Group) for 
support. About 40 people attended the mass 
picket. Members of the Solidarity Group 
and theSocialist Party approached the SWP 
about starting a support group and were 
told “a support group aleready exists-its 
called Haringey Trades Council.”

My second morning on the picket re­
vealed some of the weaknesses of the strike 
organisation. The strikers didn’t arrive un­
til after 9am, after several scabs had gone 
in. When they did arrive they seemed re­
luctant to picket vehicles or scabs going 
into the factory. Many delivery drivers were 

sympathetic but said theyd be sacked if they 
failed to make deliveries.

The SWP took strikers to visit the 
TESCO distribution depot in Harlow to 
meet USD AW members. Tescos buys 90% 
of Amaoutis pitta bread.Tescos manage­
ment went “ballistic”, resulting in the 
USDAW full timer distancing himself from 
the strikers.

When the Bakers Union official re­
turned, he contacted the employers federa­
tion (National Association of Master Bak­
ers), Tescos (to ask them to “distance them­
selves from Amaouti”) and put out an ap­
peal to set up a hardship fund. A demon­
stration called for 2nd May was opposed by 
the SWP because “everyone will still be 
celebrating the election result”!!.

By now the strike-and the possible loss 
of the Tescos contract had forced the boss 
to negotiate. A meeting was arranged with 
a committee of 4 of the strikers at ACAS, 
and Amaouti offered a return to work on 

the pre-existing terms. The strikers rejected 
this but agreed to meet again on 2nd May 
and the demo was then called off by the 
union as a “gesture of goodwill.”

On 2nd May at ACAS the boss asked 
for a list of strikers. Despite warnings from 
the union and the trades council, the names 
were handed over and letters of dismissal 
were sent out over the weekend. The 
sackings triggered the effective collapse of 
the strike.

What lessons are there for us, as liber­
tarian socialists and anarchists to learn from 
the strike?

Firstly, there will undoubtedly be simi­
lar strkes amongst low paid immigrant and 
refugee workers. These workers face mul­
tiple problems - of language, of legal sta­
tus, of isolation, of racism. They are un­
likely to know there legal rights-or lack of 
them. On the plus side,they are likely to 
have little “loyalty” to the official labour 
movement-and there is some potential for 

strikes to get “out of control”.
What is our role is such strikes? For 

us, the issue is solidarity. Strike support 
work often feels very difficult since we are 
not the main players. Its hard watching 
strikes go down to defeat, although we 
shouldn’t overstate them. The strikers I 
have met since have found other jobs on 
similar wages. Our job isn’t to make life at 
places like Amaoutis acceptable “longer 
chains, bigger cages.”

The SWP had learned from the JJ Fast 
Food dispute, where a support group was 
set up outside their control, and used their 
control of the trades council to control the 
nature of support work, opposing a local 
support group and a consumer boycott pro­
posal as “community action”. A boycott 
campaign would have given the strikers the 
opportunity to publicise the strike more 
widely, and Amaoutis had already been 
seen to be vulnerable over the Tescos con­
tract. It may also have provided a chance 

to carry out solidarity work outside of the 
remit of the official union.

For ourselves, we struggled to co-ordi­
nate our involvement. We couldn’t get a 
HSG meeting together to discuss the strike, 
which meant the bulletin was produced 
without any discussion and without there 
being a forum to discuss it with the strik­
ers. Nevertheless, comrades in the Turkish 
anarchist group 5th May translated it into 
Turkish and it was distributed nationally 
and at the May Day Festival in Finsbury 
Park.

Before the election I was called a “mid­
dle class individualist” by the SWP for 
advocating “not voting”. During the strike 
they persuaded the strikers to write to Tony 
Blair and Bernie Grant MP. I doubt if ei­
ther replied. Faced with a Labour govern­
ment likely to be as anti working class as 
the last, we need to learn quickly that we 
will have to rely on ourselves if we want to 
change things.

Photo: H. Redwood
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