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GUILTY UNTL
FOUND INNOCENT? |

IN A SOUTH LONDON prison there

are about two hundred prisoners;
they are allowed to wear their own
clothes, they can have cigarettes, beer
and food sent in, they can have books
and newspapers, they can have two
visitors a day at least, more for legal
purposes; they need do no work. This
sounds like a middle-class nightmare of
a holiday-camp prison. Nevertheless,
all these privileges can, with the fear-
some alchemy of the Prison Commis-
sioners be turned into punishments or a
complex obstacle race.

Laundry must be brought in by the
prisoners’ friends and relatives but dirty
clothes cannot be taken away until clean
ones have been supplied. Food may be
sent In as an alternative not as an
addition to prison diet (sweels arc
allowed but not biscuits). Every item
sent 1s examined for contraband smugg-
ling, eggs have been known to be cut
in half. Saccharines were forbidden
as they were classified as ‘drugs’. Beer
or wine are allowed but not spirits.
Beer is decanted and left in the cell for
about half-an-hour. Facilities for heat-
ing food appear to be rather primitive
and not always available. Rolls are
allowed but sandwiches are barred—who
knows what they might contain? Food
can be sent in as a meal from a local
restaurant—which seems to have a
monopoly—the cost s 13/6 for two
meals.

Books sent in must be new paper-
backs. ‘Pornography’ says the list in
the food reception office ‘is not allowed’.
It would be odd if HMP allowed what
the DPP bans. However this could
indicate a censorship by HMP—I was
once asked by a prison officer if The
Brothers Karamazov was sexy or
smutty. I told him I didn’t remember.
Local newspapers are not allowed; ap-
parently one is not allowed to read
news of one’s own case.

Both one’s visitors must arrive at the
same time.  Visits are made in the usual
conditions of speaking to someone
through a grille in a small cubbyhole.
At the same time all the adjoining
booths are occupied with conversing
visitors so the acoustics—the invention
of the microphone seems to have by-
passed HMP and her Police Courts—
leave something to be desired. Para-
noics believe that the microphones are
secreted in the ceiling. These visits are
not allowed on the days when people
can be expected to have free time for
visits—no Sundays, Good Friday or
Christmas Day and no evening visits!

These friends visiting must be ‘re-
spectable’—whatever that means and vet,
when queueing up for visiting permits,
one is asked loud and clear what one's
name and address is so that many of
the people standing around can absorb
this information. The shock given to
some ‘respectable’ people in finding that
their friends and relatives are just as
likely to get into ‘trouble’ as the criminal
classes—whoever rhey are!—is added to
by being forced to divulge aloud one's
address.

However, the usual bureaucratic in-
efficiency prevails and from time to
time prisoners get lost—within the prison
—or, more frequently, are away at court
on the day that visitors arrive. Bureau-
cratic efficiency is seen in operation
when the rules and regulations are in-
terpreted vigorously and visitors are
turned away because they arrive too
late, or because the quota has been
filled. Gifts brought along with more
love than regard for regulations are
roturned because the appropriate rule
has not been conformed with. One

senses the usual totalitarian atmosphere,
‘Everything that i1s not forbidden 1s
compulsory’,

But hovering over everything 1s the
climate of prison—the depressing sur-
roundings, the inevitable dirt, the un-
appetizing food, the emotional turmoil,
the non-selective companions and, worst
of all, the lack of freedom, lack of
chosen contacts, lack of varied living,
lack of a sex-life, lack of the majority
of amusements. The cynical utterance
of an officer ‘You're here for punish-
ment, not for nourishment® was never
more true. The deprivation, humiliation
and degradation of this life 1s more
bitter since the tantalizing fruits of
liberty are dangled in the privileges of
being ‘on remand’, only the substance
of Nberty 1s lacking.

For in this prison all the inmates are
innocent. They khave not yet been
found guilty. In such circumstances a
man may remain for six months pro-
viding that every eight days he appears
before a magistrate who can remand
him for a further eight days until the
prosecution (1.e. the police) are ready
to ‘go to trial’. This process may iIn
itself take three months if you are
unfortunate enough to arrive in remand
cells at the wrong time. One of the
rewards of the guilty i1s that terms
served on remand are deductible from
sentences—if, in fact you are found to
be innocent, the time served is ‘just your
hard luck, mate!’

The mere fact that one has been
detained ‘on remand’ 1s sufficient to
carry associations of guilt in the minds
of many people. A reaction 1s ‘he
must have done something otherwise
he’'d never have been in there’. It is
not unknown for persons to be detained
on remand for a longer period than
that usually given when found ‘guilty’
of the offence.

The simple facts of the remand system
are sufficient to destroy the fond Bnitish
illusion taught to us in civics, ‘everyone
in British law is innocent until they
are found guilty’. Apart from questions
of frame-ups, false evidence, perjury
and mistaken identity, the two hundred
remands in Brixton are a repudiation
of this illusion.

JACK ROBINSON.

Alan Barlow and Phillip Carver are
expected to go for trial this Thursday.
Alan has so far not been granted bail
and until he does he will be on remand.
Meanwhile money is needed for remand
comforts and for defence costs, which

will be high.

Solidarity with
Squatters!

LAST WEDNESDAY Ron Bailey and
Dermuid Breamach were arrested
and charged with ‘malicious damage’
after being caught in a house that had
been empty for two years and was- due
for demolition in a redevelopment
scheme,

Ron was released next day on bail but
Dermuid was refused baill on the
grounds that he has broken his last bail
in which he promised to refrain from
entering empty properties. He is held in
Ashford Remand Home until the case
comes up this Wednesday.

The campaign continues in llford
despite police and council harassment.
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Day

is Workers’ Day
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May Day March 1968.—This year’s march meets at Tower iHill

11.30 a.m., then on to Victoria Park for a dav's enjcyment.

N BOITH AMERICA and the
Soviet Union, May Day 15
celebrated; by official parades of

floats and bands in the former, and
by displays of military might n the
lJatter. In this country, however,
many people connect May Day with
the maypole and Morris dancing.

But May Day, May 1, has been
the traditional day when workers
refused to work for their emplcyers.
The idea originated in America and
formed part of a campaign by the
American Federation of Labour n
their struggle for an eight-hour day.
This campaign grew from the bitter
and bloody strikes which had taken
place earlicr in Chicago where, 1In
1886. the workers were fighting for
the same demand of an eight-hour
day. In those sltruggies, six men
were killed by the police and man)
protest demonstrations followed. Al
onc of these, when police were once
again preparing to open fire. a bomb
was thrown into their ranks. This
and the subsequent gunfire between
workmen and police resulted in the
death of eight policemen and twenty
workers.

Eight anarchists, who had played
a prominent part in the strike, were
arrested and accused of the murder
of these policemen. Seven were later
sentenced to death, four finallv being
hanged and a fifth committing
suicide. At a later enquiry into the
case, a flagrant breach of justice was
revealed and those men still in jail
were released.

In 1889, at a Congress in Paris,
May 1 was adopted as a day of
ceneral strike, when workers would
demand the reduction of the work-
ing hours to eight per day. From its
first adoption, May Day has been
a manifestation of international
solidarity. May Day, 1890, became
the first day when workers stopped
work and showed their solidanty
with their brothers in all lands.

However, nowadays, the inter-
nationalism that linked workmen
and their struggles has almost been
forgotten. Two world wars have
turned the labour movement in on
itself to become mainly nationalistic
and, in most cases, only conscious
of material gains. The enormous in-
justices that workers faced in the
past and which bound them together
have been overcome. They are still
exploited, but not in such an open,
ruthless and callous way. But be-
cause workers are exploited, told

!

what to do, pushed around. sacked,
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Day. Workers throughout the world
have more 1n commmon with each
' } s s 1 ~ . — - . .
wher than with their rulers and
employers. The exploitation may

differ from couniry to couniry, but
only by degree. Bv compariscn. a
worker here may be more wealthy
than his counterpart in DBrazil, but
he nevertheless occupies the same
social position.

STATE INTERVENTICON

Many an industrial strugele has
been fought over the State’s inter-
vention or restrictions on the labour
movement. [hroughout history, the
State has stepped in with its laws.
police and armies when the people
were demanding social justice or
where a threat to the present estab-
lished order existed. State inierven-
tion 1s nothing new. From their
inception, trade unions have had to
contend with it.

[t was because of the increasing
intervention, by means of the wage
freeze legislation, that, two years
ago, a small group of print workers
in Fleet Street revived the idea of
May Day as a workers’ day. A May
Day Committee was set up to make
the strike and demonstration planned
for the next year a- much bigger
success and in this they succeeded.
Once again, the May Day Com-
mittee has put a lot of work in to
achieve an even bigger turnout this
vear.

[t is becoming more and more
obvious that workers will have to
fight not only the employers, but
also the plans of the Labour Goyv-
ernment for State control of the
labour movement. The control over
wages may well be relaxed, but in
its place will come much tighter con-
trols. The policy put forward in
‘In Place of Strife’ would hArmly
shackle workers because it en-
croaches on the weapon of strike,
which is the only one the workers
have. The plans are aimed not so
much at the unions as such, but at
the workers who are prepared to
struggle for demands. They are
meant to curb the militancy and in-
dependence that so often erupts in
industry today. The Government is
not worried about the 5% official
strikes, but about the unofficial 95"..

FACE THE SAME PROBLEMS

Faced with increasing competi-
tion, the employers in all countries

On Friday,
loving head got a new headache, courtesy

for assistance to
Measures of
found in other

turn to the State
keep workers 1n line.
this nature are to be

countnies, so, in fact, the struggle 1s
an 1nternational one because wor-
kers face the same problems.
Employers the world over, whether
nationally, or on an international

scale. such as Fords with factories
In many countries, are trying to in-
crease their profits at the expense of

their workers. Increased producti-
vity, modernisation and rationalisa-
tion, have brought further exploita-
tion, worsening of conditions and
the sack

With the assistance of the State,
the employers have carried out their
plans, The May Day Committee
eaflet says: ‘If we are not to become

absolute slaves of the State, we must
resist—and what better dav to start

this resistance than May Day—
Workers’ Day—Thursday, May 1.
I'his 1s in fact happening because
workers are waking up to this. The
Liverpool Trades Council, Surrey
AEF shop stewards and London

dockers are calling for action on
May Day. I hope those in London
will join the May Day Committee’s
rally at Tower Hill and march with
us to “Victonia Park and enjoy the
rest of the day with music, dancing,
games, plays, etc. No violence, no
appealing to Parliament—just a
solid act of defiance by taking the
day off, enjoying ourselves and
showing both the employers and the
Government that we are not vet the
slaves they would like us to be.

Unlike the Communist Party who
want to ‘recall the TUC, there will
be no appeals to leaders, either left
or right, and no lobbying of MPs.
Both the London Federation of
Anarchists and Freedom Press are
supporting the May Day call and we
urge readers and comrades to help
In any way they can.

The May Day Committee needs
help in the distnbution of leaflets at
factories, building sites, meetings
and trade union branches. Raise
support in your trade union or at
work. Any donations will be grate-
fully received and acknowledged.
Help and donations to John Law-
rence, 29 Love Walk, S.ES5. PT.

FREE SCHOOLS

IN ABERDEEN

IN A 'FREEDOM’

ARTICLE a few
months ago, the Aberdeen militant

‘Peter the Painter’ mentioned a move to
distribute free schools literature at the
school of Mr. Goldie, who objected so

loudly a couple of years ago to anarchist
propaganda circulating among his pupils.
March 21, this freedom-

of ‘Peter the Painter’, in the form of
dozens of Free Schools Campaign leaflets
and copies of the Free Schools Educa-
tional Supplement. Several of his pupils,
who don't share his own good opinion
of himself have said they will write
something for a future edition. ‘Peter
the Painter’ has gladly promised to turn
up outside their school and sell it for
them. Get ready on the line to squeal
to the local Tory press, again Comrade
Goldie.

At another school on the same day,
Peter hove in sight, and dumped another
load of educational dynamite. Jack Mar-
shall, ultra-authoritarian head, will also
have a headmaster-sized headache soon.

ALBERT LIBERTAD.

HAVE YOU GOT YOUR TICKET?T
Anarchist May 2 Ball at Shoreditch Town

Hall. Groups include “The Deviants’,
‘Blonde on Blonde' and ‘Pr. K's
Blues Band'. Tickets now available.
£1 double, 12/6 single. Licensed bar
(extension applied for). Please get
your tickets eary from Digger, c¢/o
Freedom Press
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