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Decentralise!-But What ?
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THE SUDDEN upsurge of nationalist 
parties is partly due to the disillusion

plan.
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R AlexanderAS THE IRON rule of the monopoly 
paper companies tightens in
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Freedom 
in Fascist Ulster
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The Anarchist 
Revolution

Now your honest council has decided 
Continued on page 8

prefer to suggest cures for the symptoms 
rather than the causes.

If one visits any of Glasgow's vast 
council schemes it is not really surprising 
that the young people of the area are in 
revolt against their environment, uncon-SOGAT Hypocrisy 

in Aberdeen
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the police because of the number of 
fights—it was too small to cope with the 
hordes of teenagers trying to use it.

This has been the result of leaving

Youth Centre in late 1967 and the 
swimming pool in 1968. So far no public 
houses have appeared, although two are 
under construction at the moment. There 
are no cafes, although one existed a few 
years ago but this was closed down by
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people have needs other than housing, 
and that planning should be a joint 
responsibility of architects, sociologists 
and urban geographers (jobs for the boys, 
especially sociologists and urban geogra­
phers)—any ordinary Glaswegian could 
tell the planners that it does not take 
years of academic training to say that 
amenities should be planned for as well 
as housing. The result has been a blind
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tralisation of political power means little 
or nothing of any consequence without 
decentralisation of economic power. The 
SNP in political control would just mean 
different puppets dancing on -the strings 
pulled by the bankers and industrialists. 

The Scottish workers would still be 
working to maintain the parasitical 
growth of the capitalist class upon its 
back.

American capitalists would still own 
and control through their lackeys— 
Singers of Clydebank; Burroughs of 
Cumbernauld; Tannochside Tractors; 
Rootes of Linwood, etc. And of course 
the British capitalists would still be 
solidly entrenched. The SNP may change 
some things of course.

It may change your diet habits through 
advertising. You may be eating more 
haggis, more mince and tatties and more 
Scott’s Porage Oats.

It may change your coinage. Instead 
of the Queen’s head on one side of the
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Unfortunately this has not been accom­
panied by any raising of the social con­
sciousness but is the product of frustra­
tion and especially boredom.

This rebellion has spread from the 
dreary council schemes of Glasgow to 
the dreary tenement slums of Glasgow 
and new gangs have appeared in the 
traditional gang areas of Glasgow. When 
interviewed by the press or TV these 
young people claim they ‘run’ with gangs 
and earn weapons for self-defence or 
out of sheer boredom. By providing this 
cheap housing for their industrial prole­
tariat. with no provision for the needs 
of young people, the planners have un­
leashed violence and vandalism in the 
schemes, which seems to the young 
people to be the only way they can 
express their dissatisfaction with life and 
society in general which has condemned 
them to live in these dreary prisons. It is

with the major parties and partly due to 
an increasing aversion of state centrali­
sation. Many people, having undergone 
the experience of being ruled by Tory 
Governments and Labour Governments 
alike, have no longer any faith in them. 
Some young people who have experienced 
the relatively rapid pace of controls over 
the lives of the population feel that some 
decentralisation of political control would 
be favourable. They feel that control 
taken away from Westminster would be 
the answer to their problems. Local 
politicians would be more acquainted 
and sympathetic with their affairs they 
say. They feel that their areas would be 
better developed: more jobs, more houses, 
cheaper food and cheaper rents would be 
the order of the day. More democracy— 
less bureaucracy—less controls.

Now let me say to the Nationalists that 
several weeks ago Matt McGinn, popu-

mergers, for the modernising and more 
efficient running of the capitalist system. 
Government policies will not only mean 
further cuts in the standard of living, 
hut also an attack on the means by which 
workers arc able to achieve increased 
earnings and better conditions.

Wc should not discuss and debate on 
compromise, nor should wc choose 
between what wc consider to be the 
lesser evil, the TUC or the Government. 
Instead wc should fight both of them 
and at the same time put an alternative 
which would get rid of the trade union 
bureaucrats and governments. This 
should be an alternative where people 
are not used and sacrificed for the profits 
and power of a minority, but one with 
a society where men and women arc 
free to run their own lives and where 
production is for the needs of the 
community.

Communist Labour Provost in his shiny 
Austin Princess. When did you last hear 
of a Labour councillor exposing Baillie 
Williams and his typewriters and adding 
machines racket? Not a chance, brother. 
Lord Provost Lennox is far too busy 
working overtime in trying to keep 
industry out of the city in his one-man 
crusade to keep the Labour Exchange 
busy.

There’s only one answer. You. Your 
neighbours. Your workmates. There are 
signs in Aberdeen that people are waking 
up and fighting back. The development 
up in Kilgour of residents’ committees 
to make demands from the council is 
something that should be copied all over 
the city. The people of Kilgour have 
made the mistake of letting councillors 
get in on the act. They will steer any 
protest right up nice safe lctter-writting 
channels. In future struggles, against 
rent and rates increases for example, we 
warn people to watch out for an aged 
band of Stalin’s former admirers who 
claim to be Communists. Like a blanket 
smothering flames, the CP will kill any 
real struggle, taking up the dreary path 
of conventional protest, as they did last 
time, with their useless petitions to Willie 
Ross. Next time, and despite Labour’s 
promises, it could be sooner than you 
think, tell the CP to put their bits of 
paper in the appropriate place, get haud 
of Granny Mutch next door, join up . . . 
and FIGHT! Aberdeen Anarchists will 
do everything in their (limited) power 
to assist the struggle.

Ian S. Sutherland.

from the TUC.
Most of the trade union leaders 

seem scared stiff of the penal clauses 
in the Government's plans, but these 
clauses are not in fact aimed at 
trade union leaders. They are 
directed against the rank and file 
who take industrial action without 
the authorisation of their executive. 
It is this type of action that has 
improved conditions of work and 
made inhuman surroundings more 
bearable. It has brought increases 
in wages beyond those negotiated 
bv national leaders and. what is 
very important, it has made inroads 
into control over the actual work 
processes such as speed, manning
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VISITOR to Glasgow today might 
be excused for thinking himself in 

some strange foreign land. for. as far as 
the eye could see. walls and other suit­
able surfaces would be covered with 
strange cryptic slogans—‘Tongs Ya Bass’. 
Drummy OK’. Pak OK’, ‘Govan Team 
Rules’, ‘Jesus Saves—Rebels Kill' (Trades- 
ton Young Rebels), etc., etc.

This strange variety of graffiti is not 
so common in the city centre, as most 
commercial firms remove them from their 
premises, but as one travels outwards 
from the city centre they tend to in­
crease until what seems to he their source 
is reached, in the outlying council 
schemes such as Pollok. Drumchapcl, 
Castlemilk and Easterhouse.

These effusions arc the work of Glas­
gow’s teenage gangs, who do not con­
fine themselves, however, to literary 
activities but often indulge in activities 
of a more violent kind. Apart from inter­
gang skirmishes and warfare, there are 
occasional apparently pointless attacks 
on uninvolved passers-by. An example— 
a group of youths approached a teenager 
in the city centre and asked the way to 
the Royal Infirmary, he directed them 
and was then slashed about the face and 
neck and told to go there and get that 
sewed up. This kind of incident makes 
good copy for the national gutter press 
and they occasionally descend on the 
city in droves, searching for teenage 
gangsters.

The first Glasgow scheme to gain 
notoriety in the Scottish press was Drum­
chapel. However, thanks to the interven­
tion of Frankie Vaughan. Drumchapcl’s 
place as a hard' district was rapidly 
overhauled by Easterhouse, which has 
taken over the position and reputation of 
Gorbals in the 1930s, maintaining the 
totally false image of the Glasgow of No 
Mean City. A lot of rubbish has been 
written about Eastcrhousc’s problems and 
the solutions advocated in the popular 
press and by reactionaries such as 
Baillie James Anderson. Police Convenor 
of Glasgow Corporation, have been, more 
or less, uniformly repressive—bring back 
the birch, long prison sentences, the re­
turn of hanging, the return of National 
Service, etc., etc., ad nauseam. Few 
serious attempts have been made to ana­
lyse the causes of this phenomenon, 
which is not solely confined to Glasgow 
but seems to have spread all over Cen­
tral Scotland, as most people seem to

Station Bar, London Road, every 
Tuesday evening Folk-singing.

International Summer Camp. £1 booking 
fees to Ann Lindsay. 39 Upper Tulse 
Hill, London, S.W.2. .

rVHE TUC has formulated and put 
forward its own document. 

‘Programme for Action*, on indus-

just how far any official, even when 
wearing a militant hat, can be trusted, 
can be seen in the fact that in a speech 
in which he called the Labour Govern­
ment lots of nasty things, not once did 
he suggest that it might be a good idea 
not to vote for them or not to pay the 
political levy. The rapturous applause 
from Maggie Rose and the League of 
Russian Empire Loyalists that greeted 
Flynn's crafty oration showed that if the 
workers have a bigger enemy than the 
capitalists, it’s the Communists! 

Like all union bureaucrats, SOGAT 
officials are saying one thing, and doing 
another. Shouting for the workers to 
resist one moment, and helping the
management, as in Stoneywood, to ham- A 

appeared to be the sum total of string them the next! Aberdeen’s paper
Aberdeen Communist Party’s aged workers must see through the mystic fog
membership, that SOGAT, far from 
resisting the increasing turning of the 
mills into poorly-paid prisons, is actually 
ASSISTING the employers to put the 
screws on the workers. The magazine 
Solidarity, has already exposed the new 
arrangement at the Stoneywood Mill, 
whereby work targets are to be set by 
a representative of the management and 
a representative of SOGAT. Ye gods, 
for all we know. Brother Flynn might 
well be that representative! 

By crafty complimentary references 
to the May 1 strike in London, in which 
rank and file SOGAT members played 
a leading part, Flynn tried to infer that 
the SOGAT officials had approved of the 
stoppage, and supported it. As even the 
capitalist press acknowledged that 
SOGAT bureaucrats did their bloody 
best to stop it, Flynn was merely trying 
to blind everyone to the fact that the 
London rank and file left him and his 
fellow officials high and dry.

A warning to SOGAT members of

being used to blind them by people like 
Flynn and take action themselves to 
defeat both the increasing attacks by 
the management and the slave state 
laws of the Government. One way in 
which Aberdeen mill workers can 
strengthen their position against manage­
ment and union is to form mill com­
mittees, clearly under the control of the 
rank and file, and begin a wave of 
industrial action, aimed at gaining control 
over manning schedules, shift work 
arrangements and the right of hire and 
fire. Both Solidarity and the editor of 
the Scottish edition of Freedom arc in 
touch with rank and file SOGAT workers 
who took part in the London May Day 
strike. A link between London and 
Aberdeen would be a good idea.

The ‘opposition’ of SOGAT to the 
union laws is as genuine as their concern 
for the wages, conditions, and rights of 
the men in Aberdeen’s mills. In other 
words, it doesn’t exist!
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over the paper industry, and how this 
increasing trend towards bigger industrial 
units, and more profit, was partly 
responsible for the anti-union laws. He 
indeed waxed eloquently on the manner 
in which Bowater-Reed were going to 
turn the Donside Mill into a ‘profitable 
concern’, but failed to mention what 
every worker in that mill knows, namely 
that when the workers began to resist 
the management’s attacks months ago 
over 60 were sacked, and SOGAT DID 
BUGGER ALL!

Flynn also failed to inform his 
audience, who included, by the way, such 
stalwart friends of the workers as a 
couple of Labour councillors and what 

sum total of 
Party’s

apparent that the traditional authori­
tarian way of organising society has 
failed miserably (as it fails so often) in 
the creation of new communities and this 
failure is immediately and painfully 
obvious to anybody who has the mis­
fortune to dwell in these places.

One point that must be cleared up. 
however, is that Drumchapcl, Easter­
house. etc., are not subject to gang rule 
nor is it dangerous to live there or walk 
about there in the evening, although this 
is not what the gutter press and BBC 
would have us believe. Surely, it is ridi­
culous that any street fight by teenagers 
in Easterhouse merits banner headlines on 
the front of the Scottish Daily Express 
and a stabbing in Govan, a strike on the 
Clyde or a riot or revolution abroad 
scarcely merits a paragraph inside.

. ._ AlI111. . .
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lar Glasgow folk singer, was nominated 
by his local branch of the Scottish 
Nationalist Party as candidate for Parlia­
ment. The national executive committee 
of the SNP rejected this nomination. 
They referred to Matt McGinn’s political 
background. It was stated that McGinn 
was an ex-Communist which in fact he 
was and also an ex-Labour Party member. 
But not merely because of this but also 
because the voting was not a unanimous 
decision but a majority one.

How many candidates arc voted to 
stand by unanimous decision I wonder? 
I think they are conspicuous by their 
absence. Even if there was only one 
against, this would still be a majority 
decision. How long will this particular 
branch have to take to get a unanimous 
decision in order to put up a candidate? 

It should be obvious that McGinn’s 
political background has some bearing 
on *this. Perhaps he would be an em­
barrassment to the big-wigs of the SNP.

So much for democracy within the nats. 
The party will be reserved for the 
panderers of middle-class liberalism in 
Scotland as far as office positions arc 
concerned.

On the economic plane, have the rank 
and file of the SNP asked themselves 
what difference there is between the pro­
gramme of the SNP and the major 
parties? What difference is there outside 
of advocating rule by the SNP (Home 
Rule)? They have the same empty pro­
mises. Empty because they are promises 
which cannot be fulfilled.

Should the SNP come to power in 
Scotland, this change of political power 
would be ineffective as far as the ordin­
ary people who work for their living is 
concerned. They would still have to work 
for wages, pay rents and taxes. They 
would still have little or no collective 
control over their conditions of work. 
They would still be subject to the fear of 
insecurity and unemployment. Decen-

FISHY BUSINESS
Continued from page 1 

that the ground is ‘unfit’ for council 
houses. But, it appears, it isn't ‘unfit’ for 
PRIVATE houses! How does a piece of 
ground become unfit for one house and 
fit for another? Like the 20 acres at 
Fernielea, this will be flogged off for 
a song, and we’re willing to bet 5/- 
that the buyers will be the Aberdeen . 
Development Company, or Stewart’s the 
builders.

The Evening Express recently ran a 
little sob story, taking time off from 
supporting the Tories, to tell us (as if 
everyone didn't already know) that we’ve 
got a bloody great housing problem in 
Aberdeen. The same paper, a week later, 
was running ads for 3 and 4 apartment 
Juxury flats in Fonthill Terrace to be 
let at £450 a year. The landlords, guess 
who. the Aberdeen Development 
Company. Thousands of people in 
Aberdeen scarcely earn £450 a year. 

But surely, the Labour Party’s back in 
power now, this won’t go on . . . will

Well, maybe the OAPs who cant
afford the bus fare outside the con­
cession times will get a lift from our ex-

election over the lack of industry in 
Aberdeen. But Francis Clark, the SNP 
candidate for Woodside, is the owner of 
one of the biggest fish firms in the city, 
and recently spoke out violently against 
a plan for Findus Frozen Foods to open 
a factory employing 1.000 people in the 
city. Why? He feared that he might 
have to compete for labour and would 
be forced to pay decent wage rates!

And what of these devoted friends of 
the people, the Aberdeen Progressives, 
or to give them their real name, the 
Tories? Well. Baillie Williams, Tory’ 
candidate for North Aberdeen, is happy. 
So he should be. with thousands of 
pounds in council contracts for office 
equipment under his ample belt. Did 
you know that he declared an interest 
recently, during a council meeting, in 
£30.000 of equipment for St. Nicholas 
House? Did you know that J. T. L. • 
Parkinson has had thousands of pounds' 
worth of contracts for council plumbing 
and heating contracts in the last year? 
All perfectly legal. All they do is

Aberdeen's paper mills, and as sackings 
and speed up become the order of the 
day. it’s a rc?l pity that the workers in 
the mills weren’t at the Cowdray Hall 
on May 4. where they would have had 
the doubtful pleasure of hearing 
Comrade V. Flynn, SOGAT bureaucrat, 
voice his ‘opposition’ to the anti-union 
legislation. Part of this salaried seal s 
performance was a loud lamentation 

Union Building’ every Friday night about how the monopolies were taking
Birmingham discussions. Every Tuesday

8 p.m. at the Arts Lab. Summer Lane 
(Not the Crown).

Spanish Libertarian Youth Festival. June
7, 6.30 p.m.. Conway Hall. Red Lion 
Square. Programme includes ‘Fury 
Over Spain’ (filmed during the 
Spanish Revolution). Tickets 6/-.

International Anarchism. First issue out
now. 1/- from C. Beadle, c/o Oak­
wood Farm. Lund, near Selby, E. 
Yorkshire, England. 

Manchester Squatters.
Wed.. 8 p.m. Manchester University 
Union. Oxford Road, Manchester. 

Peace News. Six weeks trial offer for 5/-.
5 Caledonian Road, N.I. 

Hyde Park Sunday meetings. 
Speakers and literature sellers re­
quired.

Alan Barlow—Comrades wishing to visit 
in Brixton please contact Defence 
Committee, c/o Freedom Press for 
roster.

Glasgow Anarchists meet socially at the 4s.6d. a 100
30s. a 1000, postage 6s.

Cash with order-please I
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scious though this revolt may be. Vast 
barracks of dull uniform houses sprawl 
over hundreds of acres with nothing to 
relieve the monotony. These schemes 
were built immediately after the war by 
Glasgow Corporation’s City Architects 
and Planning Department, staffed almost 
entirely by architects and concerned only 
to throw up the maximum number of 
housing units at the minimum cost. The 
result was huge housing deserts with an 
almost total lack of amenities—no shop­
ping facilities and no provision for 
social life or recreation—nothing except 
houses, with occasional buses in and out 
of the schemes.

Drumchapcl is a case in point—build­
ing commenced immediately after the 
war, creating a housing area with a 
bigger population than Perth. The shop­
ping centre was built years later in 1962, 
the Community Centre (‘undesirables' 
i.e. teenagers, excluded) in 1963, the
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Occupy Site
DUBLIN REPORT:

FTER SURVEYING the slum Pearse
Street-Fenian Street Area and finding

the folks and their children were eager 
for a free adventure playground, nineteen 
Dublin comrades and the local children 
occupied a bomb-site in the Name of 
the People and quickly organized swings, 
sec-saws, etc. When wc left, a gang 
smashed it up. Last Wednesday, together 
with 30 children and the unanimous sup­
port of the folks, wc reconstructed it 
only to find that the capitalists had 
robbed all kids’ metal equipment for 
their scrap heap factory next door. 
Yesterday another dilemma confronted 
us—building is beginning on the site in 
two months.

Last week two letters were printed in 
the evening newspapers demanding that 
the US propaganda war film Green Beret 
be banned. The letters were signed by 
several left-wing organizations in Trinity 
College including ‘TCD Anarchist 
Group’. Anarchists wanted a film banned! 
Trinity comrades raised a protest—they 
had nothing to do with it. So, RTE 
arrived, and Comrade Rory appears on 
TV to explain the anarchists’ position.

P. Stephens.

IF A
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hypocrisy is revealed here. It is the 
policy of the Scottish National Party, 
and propounded by Winnie Ewing, that 
in a ‘free’ Scotland, employers will be 
forced to recognise trade unions and 
will have to accord their employees’ 
union rights. As the present writer will 
be only too happy to testify, trade

by Freedom Pren. London. E '

the affairs and 
individual trade 

unions. Because the General Coun­
cil's programme aims at doing the 
Government's dirty work, they want 
a centralisation of power, with the 
trade unions using their already 
comprehensive rules covering dis­
ciplinary powers against members 
acting unconstitutionally. 1____

dissident members. Union execu­
tives arc deterred from using these 
powers for fear of repercussions 
amongst the membership. The 
Electrical Trades Union is an in­
famous exception. However, if the 
Government does decide to give the 
TUCs programme a chance, many 
a reactionary union executive will 
no longer be deterred by the mem­
bership because if they refuse to use 
these powers, they risk expulsion

trial relations. This is the General 
Council’s answer to the penal 
clauses included in the Govern­
ment's White Paper ‘In Place of 
Strife'.

Both documents represent an 
interference
sovereigntv

misc. to the detriment of the rank and 
file. Whether the State or the TUC act 
against unofficial strikes will make little 
difference to those involved. The 
advantage will be the management’s 
and this can only mean further attacks 
by the employers on hard-won con­
ditions, with increased exploitation and 
possible fines or expulsions from unions 
if any action is taken.

However, both the Government's penal 
sanctions and the TUC’s plans can be 
defeated by strike action. Australians 
are now doing just this. Kent miners did 
it during the war and dockers defeated 
the attempt of Attlee's Government to 
jail their.comrades.

Action of this sort is feared by both 
the TUC and the Government alike, for 
it could challenge their very positions. 
These proposed penal clauses against 
strikers are just another facet of the 
Government's policy, like encouraging

4-3 AGAINST
Many who support the Govern­

ment's Bill do so because it lays a 
foundation on which further legisla­
tion can be built, while others 
oppose it. and quite rightly, for the 
same reason. But having opposed 
the Government's Bill, there seems 
no logic in supporting the pro­
gramme of the TUC's General 
Council which sets out to do the 
same job. Hugh Scanlon, the ‘left­
wing’ President of the Amalgamated 
Engineering Union, has committed 
himself to do just this. His Execu­
tive voted 4-3 against the Pro­
gramme for Action', with ‘left­
winger’ Reg Birch and ‘right-winger’ 

oyd voting against and Scan- 
ed for the 

Those who wrote in the 
Socialist Worker about the Ford 
dispute, saying that Scanlon was 
different because he was a ‘left­
winger’. must now be scratching 
their heads. But ‘left- or right­
wingers' in the political sense have 
just as little relevance as they now 
have in modern football.

No doubt Boyd's action is based 
not on his concern over the TUC's 
interference but on his prospects at 
next year's election when he chal­
lenges Scanlon for the Presidency. 

The Communist Party, while 
criticising the General Council's 
programme, has so far not come out 
in opposition to it and still urges 
the ‘TUC to call a 24-hour strike 
to ensure the (Government's) Bill's

called in to negotiate. At the defeat. ___
moment the biggest part of this LITTLE DIFFERENCE

The meetings between the Government 
and the TUC can only end in a compro-

Out of and mobility. If laws are enacted John
all the unions affiliated to the TUC. to penalise such action, shop floor Ion joining those who vot 
only six are not empowered to expel organisation and its willingness to

fight will be considerably weakened.
This is what the Government

wants so that employers can in­
crease production at less cost, so
that managements can introduce
new methods of working and make
men redundant, while the workers'
means of resisting these attacks.
strike action, will be punishable with
fines. I know the Government's
White Paper also says that any
changes in working, sackings, etc.,
introduced by managements would.
if opposed by the union members.
remain as ‘status quo' until a solu­
tion was reached, but this would
obviously mean a compromise be­
tween the management and the

1VOW THAT the election dust has 
settled, and the promises have been 

happily forgotten, and Aberdeen gets 
back to its usual overcrowding, outside 
toilets, etc., it’s timely to look at certain 
aspects of the ‘Granite City’ that needs 
bringing out into the open. How many 
people know, for example, of the happy 
practice of Aberdeen Town Council in 
giving the poor councillors and their 
wives, a public Xmas dinner every year? 

No one seems to have commented on 
one aspect of the Aberdeen Branch of 
the Scottish National Party, which they 
try their damnedest to keep quiet about, 
i.e. the fish merchants who make up 
their local candidates. Let’s go through 
the list: McDonald (St. Clements) a 
fish merchants, Ewing (Northfield) a fish

community planning, such as it is, to the merchant, Hosie (Torry) a fish merchant.
_i a fish merchant. 
Clements), amazingly 

enough, isn’t actually a fish merchant. 
He just sells trawler gear! Everyone in 
Aberdeen is well aware of the gruesome

Black Cross: meeting on formation 
of working group.
Friday. June 13 at 730 p.m. Workers’ 
Mutual Aid. Abolish work and in­
dustrial slavery. Pre-assemblv of 
Freedom discussion. All libertarians 
welcome.

Comrades in Peterborough area. Please 
contact S. Tasher, 221a Eastfield 
Road. Peterborough.

Anybody who has suffered at the hands 
of, or knows anything about, detec­
tive agencies’ please write to Free­
dom, Box No. 37.

Help! Can you help with the despatch 
of Freedom (Thursday p.m.) and 
of Freedom (June 12. Thursday p.m.) 
and also on Friday.

Rectangular metal badges (red/black or 
plain black) 2/6 each post free. Bulk 
rate (10 or more) 1/- each. Flags 
from 10/-. Cash with order please. 
Hazel McGee. 42 Pendarves Street. 
Beacon. Camborne. Cornwall.

Modem Jazz at Loughborough University

This column exists for mutual aid.
Donations towards cost of typesetting trade union officials who had to be 
rill be welcome in nan/Minto /\t the

penny and Britannia on the other, per­
haps we will have the bagpipes on one 
side and a claymore on the other. But 
changing the economic relationships, 
that’s another matter! You will have to 
do that by your own activity. By work­
ing for workers' ownership of the means 
of life through decentralised control of 
all the industries. Parliament is the place 
where the laws are made to protect the 
interests of the privileged classes. Minis­
ters are instructed to toe the line when 
they use some indiscretion; opposition 
questions of importance are vetoed Even 
the Cabinet are not even consulted on 
matters of grave importance at times. On 
the question of the atom bomb, for ex­
ample. Cabinet Ministers were left in 
the dark. The real government are those 
behind the scenes who own the means of 
wealth production.

Forget about trying to decentralise 
Parliament. Concentrate on the de 
tralisation of wealth. R. Lynn.

local bureaucrats. In the reassessment of Clark (Woodside) 
urban planning that has been taking McKenna (St 
place in the universities, academics are 
suggesting that it was a mistake to leave 
planning in the hands of a City Architect, 
who seems unable to comprehend that conditions and lousy wages in this mid­

Victorian industry. A nice bit of SNP satisfy a law that says they must declare 
an interest, take no further part in the 
proceedings, and their mates vote them 
the contract.

Some of the little semi-secret deals 
going around Aberdeen just now stink. 
You know the council allotments at the 
corner of Murray Terrace? That area, 
which has been semi-derelict for years, 

unionism in the fish trade is discouraged was going to be used for council housing, 
incoherent rebellion against society by at the point of the fist when ncscessary.
the young people living in these schemes. The SNP made a great fuss in the
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have no connection, with Interpol, e.g. 
South African, Greek, Portuguese and 
Spanish police, they supply the informa­
tion in defiance of the Official Secrets 
Act, as is generally known.

If a police state is one in which the 
political police harass and embarrass 
opponents of the regime, then Great Bri­
tain is one, it merely being conceded that 
the parliamentary opposition is part and 
parcel of the regime.

these fellows are only 
amateurs. Even if they aspire to profes­
sional status, they never make more than 
the small-time. The professionals at the 
game of street domination arc the police.

£1 6s. Od. 
£2 7s. Od.

politico-administrative affairs to a long 
established, unshaken and seemingly un­
shakeable executive.

Defendants of the Tory city cabal are

the Headquarters of the Protestant church 
and one of the largest—and quietest— 
universities in Britain. And in 1971 it 
will sport the Commonwealth Games. 

To an outsider, any talk of serious 
political upheaval must seem absurd. In 
the Red Clydeside era of the First World
War the militants were not gaoled under Edinburgh has been largely responsible 
maximum security, but sent to where
their revolutionary appeals would fall on

Union.
er Education. Borders

IRELAND
Glasanson Road.

OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS

had been deemed ‘unfit for public show­
ing’ on the complaint of two councillors. 

The second case is similar. A book­
shop displaying Aubrey Beardsley paint­
ings and drawings was the object of a 

lice raid, and 
These—and

staff. When they declined and asked why 
their names were necessary to him. he 
replied, vaguely, that ‘Aberdeen was a 
hot-bed of political unrest’. Maybe it is, 
but the police should stick to burglary.

A few years ago, a certain left-winger’s 
telephone was continually bugged. A 
comrade with a great deal of experience 
of this down South cottoned on the 
minute he picked the thing up. Another 
call was made only a year or so ago to 
Lohdon, from a private phone, and that 
too was tapped. It may surprise the little 
gremlins in Bon-accord Street to know 
that some of us can tell a tapped phone 
a mile off. Reading this may make them 
feel a little less secure. That the tapping 
exists was later confirmed to a comrade 
by a friend at the local GPO.

Mail interference has taken place on a 
number of occasions. The most recent 
was a non-political letter from a friend 
in Fife to a member of Aberdeen SWF 
which was half opened on arrival. The 
Fife mail would appear to hold interest 
for the snoopers, since perhaps the most 
obvious case of it happened just before 
the October 27 Vietnam demo in London 
last year. A packet from Fife was re­
ceived bearing an ‘opened in error’ label 
which is a favourite device for covering 
the traces when an opening job has been

HE ROTTENNESS OF I IIE CITIES 
in which we live is reflected in the 

street gangs and their idiotic warfare for 
domination over each other. Away from 
(his ganging up for petty conquest, they 
may he decent fellows; as a gang they 
menace communities as insensible hood­
lums; cither (as in Glasgow) indicative 
of religion at its worst and wearing their

On another front, the Church still bars 
the way to genuine freedom in the arts, 
its hands well and truly round the throats 
of writers. Two examples will suffice of 
how this organised repression works in 

year. 
A cinema near the city centre put on a 
film by Jean Luc Goddard. The people 
came, crowded the cinema, paid for their 
seats and settled down. No sooner were 
the lights dimmed than they were flashed 
back on again and the police supervised 
the clearing out of the cinema. The film

made the earlier history of bourgeois 
society ‘puritan’: the urgent need for 
material accumulation, to escape from 
starvation or subsistence-living, and the 
tight social discipline this requires. 
Because they occurred in conditions of 
‘under-development’, their inevitable first

are the publishers 
o the monthly magazine 
anarchy 
and the weekly journal 
FREEDOM 
specimen copies will 

gladly sent on request

Mile and practically besieged the Cor­
poration buildings. This demonstration 
may well be the harbinger of greater 

In recent years traditional rights and things to come.
liberties have been steadily attacked and
whittled away in the face of what has
hitherto been an astonishingly apathetic 
and indifferent population. The apathy
however, is both indifference and pro­
found criticism. The quietism that has Edinburgh—both within the last
prevailed over the reactionary outbursts
of the city prefects is not so much a

eyes peeled. If. on a demo or anything consensus but a general^ resignation of 
like that, you see them taking pictures 
of you, take pictures of them. The Scot­
tish edition will be delighted to publish
them. Peter the Painter.

BOOKS ON 
ANARCHISM 
and kindred subjects

surface mail 
Both by airmail 

(USS 12.50) 
‘Freedom’ by airmail, 
‘Anarchy’ by surface 
mail (USS10.50)

for massive rent increases on the Council 
estates, an increase which led last summer 

unheeding ears and their cries be whisped to one of the largest and most militant 
into oblivion—Edinburgh. tenants’ demonstrations the city has

The irony is savage, and particularly known. Over 2,000 blocked the Royal 
so now, when Edinburgh has become, 
and in its characteristic way quietly, the 
most repressive of cities.

L

THE MAFIA
The growth of the Mafia, especially in 

the United States, forms an interesting 
parallel with the police force. Unlike 
our street gangs, ‘Cosa Nostra’ is equally 
professional with the police. If it runs 
protection rackets, it at least provides 
the protection it promises, if only from 
itself; and often from rival gangs, from 
politics and from the police. It has a 
‘useful’ role and those who denounce it 
most loudly may avail themselves of it. 
It runs exactly like a police force, with

‘YOUR POLICE ARE WONDERFUL* 
There are, of course, historic reasons 

why the British police, being unarmed, 
are less obnoxious than many others. The 
bourgeoisie themselves have had reasons 
to fear a police state. It could equally 
be said, though rarely is, that English 
lawyers are the greediest and most selfish 
in the world (Scottish lawyers are merely 
the most incompetent). None of this, 
however, is an excuse for the retention 
of the police force as a force within 
society. It is true that constant per­
suasion by the Press has brought the 
great British public to the point where 
it would accept a Gestapo, provided it 
escorted old ladies courteously over the 
road to the gas-chamber, and registered 
the lost cats of concentration-camp 
victims.

The police are the professionals of 
conquest of power upon the streets. The 
amateurs who imitate them in the manner 
of street gangs are fools to themselves 
and to society. If there must he fighting 
upon the streets, let it be for the freedom 
of the people against ail those who would 
dominate them including the police; a 
fight for freedom and against social 
conquest.

and 
in 

April 1968. If wc assume they survived, 
and Marxism as social science can still 
be distinguished from Marxism as ideo­
logy (or devotional exercises in the 
museum of past revolution), then it looks 

moral vice. Here, in allowing the wind very much as if the two laws of contem- 
of freedom to be sown—even in the -par- porary revolution will be: first, that 
tial, cramped forms we see—capitalism revolution is libertarian at the root, with 
will quickly reap a disastrous whirlwind.
Far from being a mere drug or safety-
valve, permissiveness has generated an
absolute boundary to the empire of capi­
ta!—an internal frontier as strong as the
external one drawn by the peasants of 
Vietnam. And while Moloch can retreat
from the latter to consolidate his strength
elsewhere, he cannot retreat from the
former: that is, from the inner dialectic
of his own development.

Such considerations affect how one
views revolution, in turn. Hobsbawm is
right to point out that past revolutions
have been puritan. But there is a pos­
sible confusion in the argument here. 
Revolutions are (in a sense) 'puritan'
while they arc at work, because people
are too busy and completely devoted to
the task in hand to think of much else:
the question is, what factors have per­
petuated this discipline later, and trans­
formed it into permanent authoritarian
bigotry? Surely this has happened be­
cause every past revolution has been

were able to publish faced with those same necessities which 
hooks and pamphlets than wc do 

at present. But we are glad to announce 
the forthcoming publication of Kropot­
kin’s ‘The State—Its Historic Role’ in a
new translation by Vernon Richards from
the French original.

his back.’
But the erection of swimming pools 

and stadiums goes on while over a 
thousand in Edinburgh are homeless, or 
packed into the notorious Grassmarket 
hostels, some of which are not the chari­
table institutions they are often portrayed 
as, but profit-making concerns which 
accumulate wealth at one end from the 
accumulation of poverty and hopelessness 
at the other.

The decision to hold the Games in

BEGIN WITH A PREDICTION that 
will probably be laughed off and 

dismissed as utter fantasy: that within 
the next three years Edinburgh, Scotland’s 
capital city, will pass through an un­
precedented political crisis and that it 
will become a flashpoint for revolu­
tionary socialists in Scotland. I shall 
amuse you further by stating that one of 
the major agencies in this crisis will be 
a broadly based but highly organized 
group of militants whose groundswell of 
support will come from students, trade 
unionists, tenants’ groups, writers, and 
particularly, the young.

The issue, or rather, the issues will 
come under one heading: Civil Rights.

And all this in a city which only last 
month conferred its freedom on Sir Alec 
Douglas Home—what freedom that it 
had left.

It will be a unique crisis, for Edin­
burgh is a unique city, perhaps the most 
outwardly unpolitical city in Britain. It 
has virtually no record of deep political 
strife, and to those who do not know it 
well, reveals only a facade of general 
bovine content, with an atmosphere of 
traditional political controversies having 
been reconciled and resolved long since. 

An air of quietism prevails over what 
is a profoundly bourgeois city, governed 
by a class whose values and outlooks have 
not only remained free from serious 
challenge, but have in fact become 
accepted and internalized by a dispro­
portionately large sector of middle class 
professional and executive workers. 
Edinburgh in fact, has the highest pro­
perty rates outside London—an under­
scored indication of the life style which 
prevails in this city and the type of 
politics which inheres in it: bourgeois 
politics, tinged with
ceremonial: the politics of a display case 
—for that is what Edinburgh is.

It sports a facade of beautiful buildings 
and wide cobbled streets. It sports an 

bungled. We sincerely hope the Special annual International Festival. It sports 
Branch enjoyed reading a book of poetry! 

A more sinister aspect of the Aberdeen 
spy game has been the fact that we have 
now been informed that a Special Branch
operative is stationed full time in this

REEDOM PRESS arc the publishers 
of the monthly magazine ANARCHY 

and the weekly journal FREEDOM 
which was started by Kropotkin and 
others in 1886. ANARCHY, our younger 
brother, celebrates its 100th appearance 
next month, no mean achievement for a 
magazine entirely dependent on volun­
tary labour and contributions.

Because of obvious distribution diffi­
culties encountered by anarchist publica­
tions it is safer to subscribe to ensure 
getting your copies. It also helps us. 
(Subscription details are on page 2.) 

At one time we 
more

Since, as far as we know, the KGB has 
no spies in the area, we assume he’s 
after us. What he doesn't know is that 
we know who he is. where he comes 
from and where he lives. This priceless 
piece of information came to us by a very 
strange coincidence and if we ever re­
ceive the slightest trouble from these 
underground guardians of capitalist de­
mocracy we will end his little capers by 
publishing it which will delight his 
superiors, of course.

The moral for all left wingers in 
Aberdeen is clear. Don’t give press inter­
views to any reporter not known to you. 
The Special Branch have been known to 
get bona fide press cards before now. 
Never conduct dodgy business via the 
mail or the telephone and keep your

a force which will outlast any brief 
festival of the oppressed; second, that the 
‘cultural’ factor of revolution will be­
come progressively more significant—so 
that, to reverse Hobsbawm’s dictum, the 
more prominent such cultural revolt is, 
the more confident wc can be that the 
‘big things’ will happen.

After all. what is implied in the social 
mutation which has brought about ‘per­
missiveness’? Capitalism’s new-found 
confidence in its total domination of 
human nature, exerted through the giant 
apparatus of cultural communication 
now essential to its functioning (infor­
mation-machines, the media, advertising). 
We can be permitted some freedom, as 
it were, because under these conditions 
freedom is unreal. But these very condi­
tions have called forth a more total re­
sponse from human nature, and posed a 
total threat to society in ever more ‘cul­
tural’ terms (that is. in the terms of our 
own time, and not those of the 19th 
century). The freedom is real: men have 
proved capable of producing it for 
themselves within the heart of the unreal 
forest, where there should have been 
nothing but stunted trees.

A Marxist who can say, after the 
events of the past few years, after May
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extortions no more outrageous than 
those made by the state, since they are 
obviously consistent with profits, not to 
kill the goose that lays the golden eggs. 
Illegal bookmakers in the States prefer 
being under the Mafia umbrella, knowing 
they have their own beat, that others are 
kept off, and that they may exploit the 
public with impunity providing they pay 
for their ‘protection’; it is better than the 
‘anarchy’ of non-Mafia racecourses’

In England the Mafia has had less 
success. The Krays built up an empire 
of crime—being able to ‘evade’ the police 
clutches since not more than fifty thou­
sand London East Enders knew of their 
activities—until they fell fouj of the 
Mafia. At a certain demonstration out­
side the French Embassy in London, a 
demonstrator called out to the 200 police • 
on guard that they might turn their 
attention to ‘Esmeralda’s Bam' opposite; 
he was chased all the way to the Achilles 
Statue—perhaps the police were desirous 
of learning more about the Krays five

James W Cain, secretary, 
e or correspondence. 3z3 
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Everybody, including police spokes­
men, deplore the idea of a ‘police state’. 
What is a police state? Every state em­
ploys police. Without police to fill the 
repressive role (or the Armed Forces 
acting as police), no legislative assembly 
matters a damn. It has no more power
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emblems of capital punishment round 
their necks (crosses, not Celtic or Rangers 
scarves) or on their lapels; or alterna­
tively parading in more serious causes 
such as football or the slum they happen 
to find themselves. Have they their uses? 
Those who most condemn them find 
them useful enough for dead end jobs 
which nobody else will touch; or to be 
exploited by dance halls, billiard saloons 
or tailors.

However,

EWER HAD THAT funny feeling that 
you’re being watched. Revolutionaries 

in Aberdeen had long had that feeling 
and a recent funny happening has 
strengthened our long held suspicions. 
The other week, a member of Aberdeen 
Solidarity group was at work when she 
had a phone call from the local press. 
At least the caller said he was the press. 
The ‘reporter’ mentioned a leaflet recently 
distributed by the group at a local paper 
mill and told her he would like some 
more information on the group with a 
view to doing a story. Aberdeen Soli­
darity group are not too happy about 
talking to our local rag, so she told the 
reporter she would check with other 
members and call him back. When she 
did call back, the local paper denied all 
knowledge of the call. A significant fact 
was that the mysterious reporter wanted 
to meet her outside the newspaper office. 
Surely, if it had been the press, they 
would have interviewed inside their 
office. The general consensus of revolu­
tionary opinion is that this is the Econo­
mic League, a big business financed 
organisation which spies on militants and 
runs a most efficient blacklist service for 
employers. The League has in the past 
commented on the activities of Aberdeen 
revolutionaries in its ‘Bulletin’.

About two years ago, a very similar 
call was received at work by the wife of 
an Aberdeen anarchist. This time, the 
caller said he was the Inland Revenue. 
The comrade concerned had recently 
moved to a new job, and the caller 
wanted to know where this was. If the 
Inland Revenue didn’t know where he 
was working, then he must have been 
coughing up PAYE to someone else!

Information has been given to anar­
chists and Solidarists that substantial 
files on leading lights of both groups are 
held in the city police HQ at Lodge 
Walk. People being interviewed there 
have been shown pictures of certain 
comrades and have seen some of the files. 
Ex-police contacts have told of some­
thing like 600 names of Communists, 
CNDers, left-wing Scottish Nationalists, 
anarchists and others being on file. The 
police have been known to publicly ask 
people for information on political 
groups. The staff of a university news­
paper were visited by an officer after 
they had run a story about a minute 
group of fascists who were operating in 
the university. Apart from asking details 
about the fascists (who, however un­
savoury, had been doing nothing illegal), 
he requested the names of the paper’s

task was the painful one of ‘develop­
ment’. at the expense of the revolution’s 
better self. After their festival, (he 
oppressed have always had to be driven 
back to work again, much harder than 
before.

But the social revolution of societies 
which have undergone our degree of 
economic development may—indeed must 
—be quite different. We arc at present 
in the very first stages of discovering 
just how different, and trying very tenta­
tively to formulate its laws. One would 
have thought it obvious for a Marxist 
that such laws must be grounded in the 
distinctive conditions of modem capi­
talist society—that is, in the very same 
conditions which have produced the 
‘permissiveness’ Hobsbawm speaks of 
Unless of course contradiction

Support wanted for numerous activities in area 
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alone challenged Scots high Toryism and 
the Established Church, has now become 

contracting firm to which the present subject and servant to the very forces it 
set out to destroy. The only difference 
with its rival the Glasgow Herald is its 
flirtation with the SNP. Other than that. 
Edinburgh’s Press is bound hand and 
foot to the Establishment.

Nor is there—as yet—a Left Opposi­
tion worth the name; an ineffective, often 
unchallenging Labour group on the Cor­
poration has long since been integrated, 
and a sort of ideological armistice pre­
vails which has kept the decibels of poli-
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N THE CURRENT issue of the weekly 
New Stxrfety (May 22), E. J. Hobs­

bawm—one of Britain’s foremost Marxist 
historians—administers a rap over the 
knuckles to libertarian revolutionaries. 
That is, to those who believe there is
some necessary connection between per­
sonal and sexual freedom and social 
revolution—and who hope therefore that 
future revolutions will be more than 
short-lived ‘festivals of the oppressed’ 
subsiding into disciplinarian takeovers. 
It is about time,’ snaps Hobsbawm. ‘that 

someone pointed out that there arc no 
good grounds for this belief.’ 

On the contrary, he claims, permissive­
ness is if anything counter-revolutionary 
in character: rulers have cncoXiraged it 
among their subjects ‘if only to keep 
their minds off their subjection’. As 
examples of this, he mentions slave 
society, and Hinduism. Revolution on 
the other hand has always been puritani­
cal by nature (the article is titled Revo­
lution is Puritan’). It necessarily imposes 
an iron morality, as part of the ordered 
social transformation it fosters. Indeed, 
it is positively philistine: the ‘cultural’ 
revolt so closely linked to permissiveness 
in our time is suspect as well At best, 
it is only a symptom: at worst, it may be 
(like sexual licence) a distraction from 
serious revolutionary business: The 
revolution of 1917,’ Hobsbawm continues, 
‘reduced Dada to its proper social and 
political perspective. . . . When the 
French went on strike in May 1968 . . . 
(student happenings) and those splendid 
graffiti could be seen to be forms of 
minor literature, marginal to the main 
events. The more prominent Dada and 
similar phenomena are. the more con­
fident we can be that the big things are 
not happening. . .

Hobsbawm as the Marxist ideologist T/l NEW READERS 
of this remarkable outburst is somewhat
at odds with Hobsbawm the historian.

9/6 For as the latter, he must know perfectly 
well that the French would never have 
been on strike in May 1968. were it not 
for what are now so easily dismissed as 
‘happenings’ and ‘minor literature’. Had 

m these ‘symptomatic’, ‘marginal’ events not
™ occurred. De Gaulle would still be on 

his throne, and the bourgeoisie, the Com­
munist Partv. and the Marxist sects 
would all still be happy in their work. Nor 
is it merely captious to object that one 
could equally well say that Dada reduces 
the 1917 revolution to its proper per­
spective: for Dada represented the liber­
tarian and cultural revolution which 1917 
expressed for a number of years, and 
later betrayed completely—the better self 
of the revolution, so to speak, which 
Hobsbawm now suggests can never be 
its true or lasting self. 

Why should this be so? In considering 
underlying reasons, the ideologist seems
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SURREY FEDERATION
EPSOM. G. Wright, 47 College Road, Epsom. 
Tel. Epsom 23806.
KINGSTON. Michael Squirrel, 4 Woodgate Ave.,
Hook, Chessington.
GUILDFORD. Peter Cartwright, 33 Dcnzil Road, 
Guildford.
MERTON. Elliot Burns, 13 Amity Grove, Lon­
don. S.W.19. Tel. 01-946 1444

Three-monthly meetings 
invited to associate: c, 
Essex Group). 
Group Addresses —
BASILDON & WICKFORD. Steve Grant, 'Piccola 
Casa'. London Road. Wickford, Essex.
NORTH EAST ESSEX. Peter Newell, 91 Brook 
Road, Tolles hunt Knights. Tiptree, Essex. Regular 
meetings.
BISHOPS STORTFORD. Vic Mount. 'Eastview . 
Castle Street. Bishops Stortford, Herts.
CHELMSFORD. (Mrs.) Eva Archer, Mill House, 
Purleigh, Chelmsford. Essex.
EPPING. John Barrick, 14 Centre Avenue, 
Epping. Essex.
HARLOW. Ian Dallas, 18 Brookline Field, 
Harlow and Annette Gunning. 37 Longbanks, 
Harlow.
LOUGHTON. Group c/o Students' 
Lough ton College of rurtnei 
Lane, Lou ah ton. Essex.

Inland
■FREEDOM’ ONLY £1
•ANARCHY’ ONLY £1 7s. Od
COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION

—(he disintegration of the old fossil­
morality becomes merely a commercially 
exploitable safety-valve. The mass-media 
take over from the puritan conscience, 

the key form of cultural control: our
circuses, our well-fed slaves, our pathetic 
efforts at debauchery, all provide a kind 
of analogy to the permissiveness of past
empires.

But what kind of analogy? It is sur­
prising indeed that Hobsbawm should
take it so much at its face value, and (in 
effect) agree with the masters of capital, 
who naturally hope the analogy is a 
valid one. For this is simply another— 
one of the last—of those blind, contra­
dictory, double - edged transformations 
which have marked the whole develop­
ment of capitalism. The one thing one
can be sure of is that its real social unless oi course
meaning will differ from such superficial dialectic suddenly died of old age, 
appearances. Just how colossally different
this meaning is becoming, has been 
shown in even,- western country, in the 
concrete behaviour of the first generation 
which has grown up outside the old 

Here, in allowing the wind
ven in the -par­

minimum. If a community's [ 
arena is measured by the degree to which 
autonomous opposition groups have 
access to the mass media and the levers 
of power, then Edinburgh's can hardly 
be bigger than the Traverse stage.

LONDON FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS. 
All correspondence to LFA, c/o Freedom Press. 
LAVENDER HILL MOB. Contact C. Broad, 
116 Tvneham Road, S.W.ll (228 4086). 
I.F.W1SHAM. Mike Malet, 61B Granville Park. 
S.E. 13. (852 8879).
MALATESTA GROUP. Contact Reg Broad, 
5 Welbeck Court, Addison Badge Place, W.14. 
603 0550. Meetings every Thursday at ‘The Cedars’, 
(upstairs room), next to Baron’s Court library, 
8 p.m. ___
PORTOBELLO ROAD ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Contact Andrew Dewar, 16 Kilburn House, Mal­
vern Place. N.W.6. Meetings 8 p.m. every 
Tuesday.
FINCH’S ANARCHISTS. Regular meetings. Con­
tact P.P., 271 Portobello Road. W.ll.
BEXLEY ANARCHIST MOVEMENT. Steve 
Leman. 28 New Road, Abbey Wood. S.E.2. Tel.: 
ET 35377. Meetings every Friday. 8 p.m.. Lord 
Bexley, Bexley heath Broadway.
S.W. LONDON ANARCHISTS. Meeting alter­
nate Wednesdays. Phone Brian 672 8494.

EAST LONDON
LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION

All correspondence to Bobby Lynn, Secretary, 12 
Ross Street, Glasgow, S.E.
ABERDEEN ANARCHIST GROUP. Bob Comric, 
288 Hardgate
ABERDEEN FREEDOM GROUP. All those 
wishing to sell both national and Scottish editions 
of Freedom* contact lan S. Sutherland, 8 Essle- 
mont Avenue, Aberdeen.
GLASGOW ANARCHIST CROUP. Robert Lynn,
12 Ross Street, S.E.
EDINBURGH. Tony Hushes, Top Flat, 4C Angle 
Park Terrace, Edinburgh fl.

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS
BIRMINGHAM ANARCHIST GROUP. Secretary, 
Peter Le Mare. 22 HalleweU Road. Edgbaston, 
Birmingham, 16. Libertarian discussion groups 
held 8 p.m. on each Tuesday at the Arts Lab. 
Summer Lane (not the Crown). S.a.e. to Secretary 
for details. ___
BOURNEMOUTH AREA. Local anarchists can 
be contacted through Nigel Holl. Rossmore, 
Harvey Road. Canford. Wimborne, Dorset <Wiro- 
borne 2991.)
CORNWALL ANARCHISTS. Contact Arthur 
Jacobs, 13 Ledrah Road. St. Austell, Cornwall 
Meetings on the second Friday of each month at 
42 Pendarvcs Street, Beacon. Camborne. 7.30 p m. 
Visiting comrades very welcome.
CROYDON IJBERTAR! ANS. Meetings every 
2nd Friday of each month Iarena and Celia 
Otter, 35 Natal Road, Thornton Heath (UV 
7546) .
EDGWARE PEACE ACTION GROUP. Contact 
Melvyn Estnn. 84 Edgwarebury Lane, Edgware, 
M iddx.
HERTS. Contact Vai and John Funnell, 10 Fry 
Road. Chells, Stevenage.
LEICESTER PROJECT. Peace/Libertarian

G. Wright.
MANCHESTER COLLEGE of Commerce. Con­
tact Kevin Hill, c/o Students' Union, College of 
Commerce, Aytoun Street, Manchester. 1.

STUDENT GROUPS
ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY GROUP. C/o Ian 
and Peggy Sutherland, 8 Esslemont Avenue, Aber­
deen. AB2 45L.
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST 
GROUP. Contact Matthew Robertson, Trinity 
CARDIFF UNIVERSITY LIBERTARIAN/ANAR- 
CHIST GROUP. Contact Chris Short. UWIST 
Union, Cathays Park, or Chas. Ball, UCC Union, 
Dumfries Place.
College, or John Fullerton, Jesus College. 
SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST GROUP. 
John Byford. 26 Bedford Square, Brighton, Sussex. 
Meetings every second Thursday jointly with 
Brighton Group; bookstall every Monday outside 
J.C.R., 12-2.30 p.m.
YORK UNIVERSITY. Contact Nigel Wilson, 
Derwent College, University of York, Heslington, 
York.
EAST ANGLIA UNIVERSITY. Contact Dave 
Lomax. E A S. II, U.E.A.. Norwich. NOR 88C. 
LIBERTARIAN STUDENTS FEDERATION. 
Contact address: Keith Nathan, 138 Pennymead, 
Harlow. ___ __
LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST 
GROLTP. Contact us at the bookstall in the Stu­
dents Union Foyer every Friday lunchtime.
OXFORD ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact Francis 
Casline, Pembroke College, or Steve Watts. 
Trinity College.
MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY. Contact Miko 
Don or Bill Jamieson, c/o University Union. 
Oxford Road. Manchester. 13.
SOUTHAMPTON UNIVERSITY Revolutionary 
Anarchist Federation. Contact Student Union 
Bookstall lunchtimes on Tuesday and Friday. 
USE ANARCHIST GROUP. C/o Students' Union. 
LSE. Houghton Street. W C 2.
KINGSTON COLLEGE of Technology. Penhryn 
Road, Kingston-upon-Thamcs. Surrey. Contact

than any other debating society. Its 
power is no more than that of a Scottish 
Parliament. No judge in his imitation 
hair wig would be taken any more 
seriously, denouncing real hair, than any 
other pantomime comic, if he did not 
have the police to back him.

Is a police state one that employs 
secret police? All states do, including 
our own; and our own secret police has 
(through Interpol) connections with those 
very countries where it is admitted the 
police force has no more significant a role 
than an armed conspiracy against the 
people (as pointed out in a recent bulletin 
of the Anarchist Black Cross); where we

Lord Provost belongs is believed to be 
doing well from the influx of work—and 
cash—that the building of swimming 
pools and sports stadiums must bring. 
Sprinkled through the higher echelons of 
the political machine are also members 
of the Miller family, who manage one of 
the biggest building firms in Britain. 
Miller himself has been both Lord 
Mayor of London as well as Provost of 
Edinburgh. The skylines of the city have
been radically changed by homes that tical controversy and debate down to a 
Miller’s built—luxury flats to the south minimum. If a community's political 
and Council blocks to the east—not quite 
so well built—as incidents of collapsing 
staircases and other defects go to prove. 
As one disillusioned Labour supporter 
put it: ‘The Tory councillors keep their 
hands busy—one hand deep in somebody Ironically, the new trend in urban socio­

pomposity and clse’s pocket and the other’s scratching logical studies is to view community 
power as ‘an ecology of games’. Any 
such analysis here would be peppered 
with cries of ‘foul’.

What gives this otherwise gloomy pic­
ture hope is that a growing mood of 
disaffection seems to be setting in. The 
initiative will lie—in fact, must lie—with 
the radical socialist groupings and liber­
tarian elements who must unite, organise 
themselves, articulate a programme and 
turn this disaffection into positive poli­
tical consciousness. All this will not be 
easy, but there are indications that what 
is happening in Ulster now will have 
deep repercussions in Scotland. The 
issues must be brought out, their inter­
relations, and their origins in a reaction­
ary Protestant conservatism which must 
be overthrown. 

There are a number of reaeons for 
the belief that Edinburgh is on the verge 
of a crisis of identity: there is vast 
potential for student activists and town 
workers to link up and explode the whole 
repressive farce of Edinburgh’s govern­
ment: to develop the rent struggle and 
the squatters campaign alongside a mili­
tant drive against the cultural repression 
that now grips this city. 

The Left groupings, given unity, can 
turn what seems to be a remote political 
crisis into a real threat, or looking at it 
our way, a genuine promise.

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION
Secretary: Phil, 9 Boland Street. Manchester, 14 
BLACKPOOL. Contact Christine Seddon, 111 
Harcourt Road, Blackpool. 
BOLTON. Contact John Hayes, 51 Rydal Road, 
Bolton
CHORLEY. Contact Kevin Lynch, 6 Garfield 
Terrace. Chorley.
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE. Contact Les 
Smith. 30 Dunkeld Street, Lancaster. Meetings 
Monday at 8 p m., Phil Woodhead's, 30 Dunkeld 
Street. Lancaster. Regular literature sales 
MANCHESTER ANARCHIST GROUP.
Secretary’, Felix Phillips, 6 *T)raycott Street, 
Manchester, 10,
Regular weekly meetings Contact Secretary (or 
venoe.
MERSEYSIDE ANARCHISTS. Contact Jenny 
Rathbone, 20 Sefton Park Road. Liverpool, 8. 
Meetings every Tuesday, at 8 p.rn., at Pete Duke's, 
Flat 6, 70 Hpskiuon Street. Liverpool, 8. 
PRESTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact J. B. 
Cowburn, 140 WatMng Street Road, Fulwood, 
Preston Meetings* *Thc Wellington Hotel'. 
Glovers Court. Preston. Wednesdays. 8 p.m. 
STOCKPORT. Dave Crowther, 1 Castle Street. 
Edgeley, Stockport.

PROPOSED GROUPS
NORTH DEVON. All those interested in forming 
a local group please contact Hugh Bensley, 'Boat- 
hyde*. Northam. Bideford, Devon.
MONTREAL. QUEBEC. Anyone interested in 
forming a Montreal area Anarchist group please 
contact Ron Sicler. Tel. 489-6432.
ASTON UNIVERSITY. Colleges of Art and Com­
merce. Anarchists and Libertarians wishing to 
form group please contact Malvern Hostick at 
62 Wheeleys Road. Fdgbaston. Birmingham 15.
VANCOUVER I.W.W. and Libertarian group. 
Box 512. Postal St. A'. Vancouver I. B.C., 
Canada. Read 'The Rebel’—please send donation 
for postage.

to eclipse the historian even more totally. 
Il may indeed be true that in many stag­
nant, caste-divided societies of the past, 
sexual licence was tolerated or encour­
aged among the lower orders. But we 
are the inheritors of a radically different 
social order (whose economic history 
none has described better than Hobs­
bawm himself), and hence it is likely 
that the growing permissiveness of our 
time has a radically different social 
meaning.

Bourgeois society has been remarkable 
in history for the strong moral unity it 
tried to impose on all social classes. It 
has disciplined and harnessed the whole 
social order in the service of its one, 
hidden god: the accumulation of capital. 
It was to this end that the old laxity of 
feudalism and slavery was stamped out, 
and universal puritan conformity and 
self-denial took its place.

If capitalism has now relaxed the grip 
of this odious morality, it is because 
capital no longer seems to require the 
support of that other sacred institution, 
the family. Capital has come into its 
own. in the anonymous machine-might 
of corporations and states: before the 
impersonal forces which now control the 
formation of capital, questions of petty 
personal ethics or cultural display appear 

irrelevant as distant stars. In this 
situation—as Marcuse asserts, before 
Hobsbawm, in his One-Dimensional Man

sudden and unannounced * 
had the drawings seized 
other actions which have contributed to 
the growing blandness and inanity of the 
Edinburgh Festival, are thoroughly ap­
proved and supported by the now 
notorious Councillor Kidd, whose pro­
nouncements on subjects from sex to 
students are so reactionary and neo- 
fascist as to be an amusement as well as 
a danger. He is quick to question and 
condemn the ‘immorality’ of films, books, 
plays, and clubs in Edinburgh, but need­
less to say the morality of the Polaris 
submarines serviced eight miles away at 
Rosyth dockyard is never questioned. 
Councillor Kidd is King—but like the 
one-eyed man in the country of the blind. 

Few cities have experienced a closure 
of the political universe to the extent to 
which Edinburgh has. Its press was the 
first to be taken over in Britain by Roy 
Thomson, in the autumn of 1953. The 
Scotsman originally founded in 1816 as

increasingly scarce—and silent. A nag­
ging disquiet is growing amongst ordinary 
people about the political administration, 
its public performance, its unwritten but 
all pervasive values and sense of 
priorities.

For although Edinburgh corporation 
has been written off as a quaint, fuddy 
duddy administration which borders on 
the feudal, it is in fact a most smooth 
and sophisticated politico-administrative 
machine, where decisions are eased into 
effect without controversy or fuss. There 
are long-standing and strongly welded 
alliances of vested interests—financial 
and political—‘an uneasy coexistence’ to 
use a phrase of C. Wright Mills’—of 
political, economic, and administrative

iwer.
Little wonder then, that allegations of

political chicanery and downright graft a radical paper, and edited by men who 
are commonplace, particularly over the
issue of the Commonwealth Games. The
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Groups and individuals invited to associate c/o 
Eddie Poole, 5 Tilsbury, Findon Road, White­
hawk. Brighton.
BRIGHTON & HOVE ANARCHIST GROUT. 
Sebastian Melmoth, 6 Foundry Street, Brighton. 
Regular fortnightly meeting*. On Saturday, May 
17, a FREE SCHOOLS meeting, 3 p.m., Unitarian 
Church Hall, New Road. Brighton.
CRAWLEY ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
Richard Ashwell, 87 Buckswood Drive, Gossops 
Green. Crawley, Sussex.
SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST GROUP 
(see details under Student Groups).

Contact Dave Lloyd, 37 Fee ken ham YORKSHIRE FEDERATION
Next meeting: Sunday, June 15 in York. Contact 
Regional Secretary c/o York Group (see below). 
HARROGATE. Contact David Howes. 16 Park 
Parade. Harrogate.
HULL: Jim Young, 3 Fredericks Crescent, Haw­
thorn Avenue. Hull.
KEIGHLEY: Steve Wood. 26B Cavendish Street, 
Keighley.
LEEDS: Direct Action Society. Contact Martin 
Watkins. 6 Ebberston Terrace, Leeds, 6. 
SELBY. Contact Colin Beadle, c/o Oakwood 
Farm. ClifTe-cum-Lund. Selby. Yorkshire.
Regular activities. 'Freedom' sales.
SHEFFIELD: Dave Jeffries, c/o Students Union. 
Western Bank. Sheffield. 10
YORK. 1
lington. York.

WEST HAM ANARCHISTS

action and debate Every Wednesday at 8 p.m 
at 1 The Crescent. Kmg Street. Leicester 
MUTUAL AID GROUP, c/o Borrowdalc. Car­
nage Drive, Frodsham. Cheshire.
NORTH EAST ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
Peter Ridley, 4 Rock cliff e Gardens, Whitley Bay. 
Northumberland. Phone 25759. ___
NORTH SOMERSET ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Contact Roy Emery. 3 Abbey Street. Balk, or 
Geoffrey Barfoot, 71 St. Thomas Street. Wells. 
NOTTING HILL. Meetings at John Bennett s. 
Rat 4, 88 Clarendon Road. W.ll. Every Monday 
evening. 8 p.m.
ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Knockholt. 
Nr. Sevenoaks, Kent Every six weeks at Green 
ways. KnockboU Phoecr Knockbolt 2316. Bom 
and Maureen Richardson.
READING (town and university) and WOKING­
HAM. Contact address: Larry Law, 57 Kiln Ride, 
Wokingham. Berkshire. ______
REDDITCH
TAR1ANS. Contact Dave Lloyd 
Road. Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcs. 

Regular meetings 
and activities contact Mr T. Plant. 10 Thackeray 
Road, East Ham, E.6. Tel.: 552 4162.
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