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Decentralise !-But What ?

SNP—The Tartan Tories

HE SUDDEN upsurge of nationalist
parties is partly due to the disillusion
with the major parties and partly due to
an increasing aversion of state centrali-
sation. Many people, having undergone
the experience of being ruled by Tory
Governments and Labour Governments
alike, have no longer any faith in them.
Some young people who have experienced
the relatively rapid pace of controls over
the lives of the population feel that some
decentralisation of political control would
be favourable. They feel that control
taken away from Westminster would be
the answer to their problems. Local
politicians would be more acquainted
and sympathetic with their affairs they
say. They feel that their areas would be
better developed: more jobs, more houses,
cheaper food and cheaper rents would be
the order of the day. More democracy—
less bureaucracy—Iless controls.
Now let me say to the Nationalists that
several weeks ago Matt McGinn, popu-

VISITOR to Glasgow today might

be excused for thinking himself In
some strange foreign land, for, as far as
the eye could see, walls and other suit-
able surfaces would be covered with
strange cryptic slogans—'Tongs Ya Bass,
‘Drummy OK’, ‘Pak OK’, ‘Govan Team
Rules’, ‘Jesus Saves—Rebels Kill" (Trades-
ton Young Rebels), etc., etc.

This strange variety of graffiti 1s not
so common in the city centre, as most
commercial firms remove them from their
premises, but as one travels outwards
from the city centre they tend to In-
crease until what seems to be their source
is reached, in the outlying council
schemes such as Pollok, Drumchapel,
Castlemilk and Easterhouse.

These effusions are the work of Glas-
gow’s teenage gangs, who do not con-
fine themselves, however, to literary
activities but often indulge in activities
of a more violent Kind. Apart from inter-
gang skirmishes and warfare, there are
occasional apparently pointless attacks
on uninvolved passers-by. An example—
a group of youths approached a teenager
in the city centre and asked the way to
the Royal Infirmary, he directed them
and was then slashed about the face and
neck and told to go there and get that
sewed up. This kind of incident makes
good copy for the national gutter press
and they occasionally descend on the

city in droves, searching for teenage
gangsiers.
The first Glasgow scheme to gain

notoriety in the Scottish press was Drum-
chapel. However, thanks to the interven-
tion of Frankie Vaughan, Drumchapel’s
place as a ‘hard’ district was rapidly
overhauled by Easterhouse, which has
taken over the position and reputation of
Gorbals in the 1930s, maintaining the
totally false image of the Glasgow of No
Mean City. A lot of rubbish has been
written about Easterhouse's problems and
the solutions advocated in the popular
press and by reactionaries such as
Baillie James Anderson, Police Convenor
of Glasgow Corporation, have been, more
or less, uniformly repressive—bring back
the birch, long prison sentences, the re-
turn of hanging, the return of National
Service, etc., etc.,, ad nausecam. Few
serious attempts have been made to ana-
lyse the causes of this phenomenon,
which is not solely confined to Glasgow
but seems to have spread all over Cen-
tral Scotland, as most people seem to
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lar Glasgow folk singer, was nominated
by his local branch of the Scottish
Nationalist Party as candidate for Parha-
ment. The national executive committee
of the SNP rejected this nomination.
They referred to Matt McGinn’s political
background. It was stated that McGinn
was an ex-Communist which in fact he
was and also an ex-Labour Party member.
But not merely because of this but also
because the voting was not a unanimous
decision but a majority one.

How many candidates are voted to
stand by unanimous decision I wonder?
I think they are conspicuous by their
absence. Even if there was only one
against, this would still be a majority
decision.- How long will this particular
branch have to take to get a unanimous
decision in order to put up a candidate?

It should be obvious that McGinn's
political background has some bearing
on %this. Perhaps he would be an em-
barrassment to the big-wigs of the SNP.

OREDOM YA BASS

prefer to suggest cures for the symptoms
rather than the causes.

If one wvisits any of Glasgow’'s vast
council schemes it i1s not really surprising
that the young people of the area are In
revolt against their environment, uncon-
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ABOLISH THE POLIGE FORGE Stuart Christie
MARXIST BAGKLASH Tom Nairn

So much for democracy within the nats
The party will be reserved for the
panderers of middle-class liberalism in
Scotland as far as office positions are
concerned.

On the economic plane, have the rank
and file of the SNP asked themselves
what difference there i1s between the pro-
gramme of the SNP and the major
parties? What difference i1s there outside
of advocating rule by the SNP (Home
Rule)? They have the same empty pro-
mises. Empty because they are promises
which cannot be fulfilled.

Should the SNP come to power in
Scotland, this change of political power
would be ineffective as far as the ordin-
ary people who work for their living is
concerned. They would still have to work
for wages, pay rents and taxes. They
would still have little or no collective
control over their conditions of work.
They would still be subject to the fear of
insecurity and unemployment. Decen-

Youth Centre in late 1967 and the
swimming pool in 1968. So far no public
houses have appeared, although two are
under construction at the moment. There
are no cafés, although one existed a few
years ago but this was closed down by

Who's Got the Ball?

scious though this revolt may be. Vast
barracks of dull uniform houses sprawl
over hundreds of acres with nothing to
relieve the monotony. These schemes
were built immediately after the war by
Glasgow Corporation’s City Architects
and Planning Department, staffed almost
entirely by architects and concerned only
to throw up the maximum number of
housing units at the minimum cost. The
result was huge housing deserts with an
almost total lack of amenities—no shop-
ping facilities and no provision for
social life or recreation—nothing except
houses, with occasional buses in and out
of the schemes,

Drumchapel i1s a case in point—build-
ing commenced immediately after the
war, creating a housing area with a
bigger population than Perth. The shop-
ping centre was built years later in 1962,
the Community Centre (‘undesirables’
1.e. teenagers, excluded) in 1963, the

the police because of the number of
fights—it was too small to cope with the
hordes of teenagers trying to use it
This has been the result of leaving
community planning, such as it is, to the
local bureaucrats. In the reassessment of
urban planning that has been taking
place in the universities, academics are
suggesting that it was a mistake to leave
planning in the hands of a City Architect,
who seems unable to comprehend that
people have needs other than housing,
and that planning should be a joint
responsibility of architects, sociologists
and urban geographers (jobs for the boys,
especially sociologists and urban geogra-
phers)—any ordinary Glaswegian could
tell the planners that it does not take
years of academic training to say that
amenities should be planned for as well
as housing. The result has been a blind
incoherent rebellion against society by
the young people living in these schemes.

WILDCAT STRIKES - YORGO THE GREEK

tralisation of political power means little
any consequence without
The
SNP 1n political control would just mean
different puppets dancing on the strings

or nothing of
decentralisation of economic power

pulled by the bankers and industrialists
[he Scottish workers
working to maintain the

back

American capitalists would still own
and control through their lackeys
Singers of Clydebank; Burroughs of
Cumbernauld; Tannochside Tractors:

Rootes of Linwood, etc
the British capitalists

some things of course.
It may change your diet habits through
advertising. You may be eating more

haggis, more mince and tatties and more

Scott’'s Porage Oats
It may change your coinage. Instead
of the Queen’s head on one side of the

Unfortunately this has not been accom-
panied by any raising of the social con-
sciousness but is the product of frustra-
tion and especially boredom

This rebellion has spread from the

dreary council schemes of Glasgow to
the dreary tenement slums of Glasgow

and new gangs have appeared in the
traditional gang areas of Glasgow. When
interviewed by the press or TV these
young people claim they ‘run’ with gangs
and carry weapons for self-defence or
out of sheer boredom. By providing this
cheap housing for their industrial prole-
tariat, with no provision for the needs
of young people, the planners have un-

leashed violence and vandalism in the
schemes, which seems to the vyoung
people to be the only way they can

express their dissatisfaction with life and
society 1n general which has condemned
them to live in these dreary prisons. It is

would still be
parasitical
growth of the capitalist class upon its

And of COUrsc
would still be
solidly entrenched. The SNP mav change

penny and Britannia on the other. per
haps we will have the bagpipes on one
side and a clavmore on the other. But
changing the economic relationships.
that's another matter! You will have to

do that by your own activity. By worl
ing for workers’ ownership of ti

of life through decentralised control of
all the industries. Parliament is the p
where the laws are made to protect

interests of the privileged classes. Mir
ters are instructed to toe the line when
they use some indiscretion; opposition
questions of importance are vetoed Even
the Cabinet are not even consulted
matters of grave importance at times. On
the question of the atom bomb. for ex
ample, Cabinet Ministers were left in
the dark. The real government are those
behind the scenes who own the means of
wealth production

Forget about trying to decentralise

Parliament. Concentrate on the decen-
tralisation of wealth R. Lynx

apparent that the traditional authori-
tarian way of organising society has
failed miserably (as it fails so often) in
the creation of new communities and this
fatlure 1s 1mmediately and painfully
obvious to anybody who has the mis-
fortune to dwell in these places.

One point that must be cleared up
however, 1s that Drumchapel, Easter-
house, etc., are not subject to gang rule
nor i1s it dangerous to live there or walk
about there in the evening, although this
1Is not what the gutter press and BB(
would have us believe. Surely. it is ridi-
culous that any street fight by teenagers
in Easterhouse merits banner headlines on
the front of the Scorttish Daily Express
and a stabbing in Govan, a strike on the
Clyde or a not or revolution abroad
scarcely merits a paragraph inside.

R. ALEXANDER
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Fishy Business In Aberdeen

OW THAT the election dust has
settled, and the promises have been
happily forgotten, and Aberdeen gets
back to its usual overcrowding, outside
toilets, etc., it's timely to look at certain
aspects of the ‘Granite City’ that needs
bringing out into the open. How many
people know, for example, of the happy
practice of Aberdeen Town Councal in
giving the poor councillors and their
wives, a public Xmas dinner every year?
No one seems to have commented on
one aspect of the Aberdeen Branch of
the Scottish National Party, which they
try their damnedest to Kkeep quiet about,
1.e. the fish merchants who make up
their local candidates. Let's go through
the list: McDonald (St. Clements) a
fish merchants, Ewing (Northfield) a fish
merchant, Hosie (Torry) a fish merchant,
Clark (Woodside) a fish merchant
McKenna (St. Clements), amazingly
enough, isn't actually a fish merchant.
He just sells trawler gear! Evervone in
Aberdeen is well aware of the gruesome
conditions and lousy wages in this mid-
Victonnan industry. A nice bit of SNP
hypocrisy is revealed here. It is the
policy of the Scottish National Party,
and propounded by Winnic Ewing, that
in a ‘free’ Scotland, employers will be
forced to recognise trade unions and
will have to accord their employees’
union rights. As the present writer will
be only too happy to testify, trade
unionism in the fish trade is discouraged
at the point of the fist when nescessary.
The SNP made a great fuss in the

election over the lack of industry in
Aberdeen. But Francas Clark, the SNP
candidate for Woodside, 1s the owner of
one of the biggest fish firms in the city.
and recently spoke out wviolently against
a plan for Findus Frozen Foods to open
a factory emploving 1,000 people in the
caty. Why? He feared that he might
have to compete for labour and would
be forced to pay decent wage rates!

And what of these devoted friends of
the people, the Aberdeen Progressives,
or to give them their real name, the
Tones? Well, Bailhe Williams, Tory
candidate for North Aberdeen, is happy.
So he should be, with thousands of
pounds in council contracts for office
equipment under his ample belt. Did
vou know that he declared an interest
recently, during a council meeting, in
£30,000 of equipment for St. Nicholas
House? Did vou know that J. T. L.
Parkinson has had thousands of pounds’
worth of contracts for council plumbing
and heating contracts in the last year?
All perfectly legal. All they do s
satisfy a law that says they must declare
an interest, take no further part in the
proceedings, and their mates vote them
the contract.

Some of the little semi-secret deals
going around Aberdeen just now stink.
You know the council allotments at the
corner of Murray Terrace? That area,
which has been semi-derelict for years,
was going to be used for council housing.
Now your honest council has decided

Continued on page 8§
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