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HOME NEWS

SIGNAL WORKERS STRIKE UPDATE

railways have been staging a series
of one and two-day strikes. They are
taking action in support of a pay claim and
for recognition of past productivity
improvements. The signal workers,
members of the Rail Marine and Transport
Union (RMT) have followed the anti-union
laws to the letter in terms of ballots. The
bosses, Railtrack, originally tabled a 5.7%
offer which they subsequently withdrew
after pressure from the government.

The media have remained aloof up tll
now, are beginning to talk about the
workers™ holding the country to ransom and
other such reactionary garbage. This 1s a
problem as the RMT's strategy is one of
keeping public opinion on their side. This
was seen to fail with the ambulance
workers, who at one point had 97% public
support, and still lost.

To succeed the dispute needs to be
spread to other grades. Local depots should

S INCE JUNE, signal workers on the

be balloting on health and safety grounds
during strike days. This applies particularly
to guards and trackworkers who should be
demanding health and safety guarantees
from bosses. There is also
going to be areballoting of the
supervisors. The previous
ballot was lost as all workers
of the supervisor grade were
balloted, however, this time
the ballot will be coducted at
depot level and the supervisors
should be out by the end of
September.

There have been sporadic
instances of sabotage and in
places the bosses have called
the police in to interview
signal workers. Inspiration can
be drawn from the 1926 General Strike
when tracks were removed from lines in
the North East to stop scabbing.

The longer the strike goes on the harder

it 1s going to get for the workers, but things
are worse for the bosses and the
government. In an industry that is already
undercapitalised the cost of the strike so

How Long before it happens again?

far 1s estimated at £500 million - a bill any
potential buyer in its forthcoming
privatisation bar the government would be
unable to afford.

On Monday Ist August police ran riot
in East Oxford, attacking two recently
opened squats. In the afternoon squatters
in a cinema were attcked by police and
arrested. They were detained at the police
station and later released without charge -
unfortunately for the police the Criminal
Justice Bill is not law yet and squatting 1s
not a criminal offence.

Having carried out this pointless
operation, the police then set their sights
on evicting East Avenue House, a Health
Authority Building which had been empty
for 4 years. At 6.30 the police arrived,
cordoned off the area, donned helmets and
riot shields and as two attacked the front
door with crowbar and boltcroppers, the rest
stomped across a neighbour’s garden to
approach the house from behind. A
neighbour taking photographs was hit and
pushed off the wall she was standing on -
she 1s now suing the police for assault.
Having broken in the police arrested
everyone and delivered several beatings in
the process.

—————————

Oxford Squatters fight back

Local people immediately went to the
police station to protest and soon the crowd
had swelled to around a hundred. The
community minded Oxford police soon

responded with a line of truncheon wielding
cops and dogs repeatedly charging the
crowd until everyone was either injured,
arrested or had fled. To finish off the
evening, the police patrolled the area
arresting anyone who looked they might be
a squatter (i.e. vaguely scrufty).

A well attended public meeting took
place a couple of days later where a bust
fund was set up, solicitors were asked to
help sue the police for the unlawful
evictions and assaults and a demonstration
called for the following Saturday.

The 200 strong demo was a great
success. The cops were determined to lead
the march to an isolated skating rink, but
the demonstrators had different ideas. Once
at the rink they broke up and regrouped 10
minutes later in the town centre. Leatlets
were given out to a sympathetic public,
whilst the police panicked and cordoned
off the area, warning shoppers to disperse
as ‘things could get violent’. Police horses
were brought in and it was obvious that the
police were furious, but were unable to do
anything with hundreds of Saturday
shoppers watching the proceedings. In the
end the police removed the cordons and
simply left the area. The demonstration
happily marched through the centre all the
way back to East Oxford, unhindered by

police.
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Syndicalist federation was established,

a joining together of the Direct Action
Movement (DAM) and the industrial
networks established in Transport,
Education and Public Service. This 1s a
huge step forward for the Anarcho-
Syndicalist and anarchist movements in
this country. The new federation gives
what has been lacking in these movements
for many years; a concrete base in the
working class, uniting the struggles in the
workplace and the wider political struggle.
In other words a revolutionary social and
economic organisation.

There is no pretence that this is a ‘real’
Anarcho-Syndicalist union federation, but
it is a significant step towards this aim. It
has been recognised that it would be foolish
to attempt to establish organisations that
call themselves unions immediately, for
the obvious reason how can you call 50
people a union! But a network of like
minded militant workers can not only be
effective in producing information and
comment, but can actively organise some
actions and, obviously as the networks

grow 1in members and influence the scope
for action grows. The networks already
have established a reputation in their
industries and are beginning to show real
results in membership and effectiveness. .

The federation 1s not just organised
through the networks, it also organises
locally through federation ‘Locals’. The
locals are made up of network members
and members who don’t currently have a
network for their particular industry. The
work of the locals i1s varied; general
solidarity with the networks and other
workers, local political campaigning such
as Anti-Fascism, local environmental
campaigns and so forth, as well producing
local bulletins and other anarcho-
Syndicalist propaganda. Many of the
already established locals are working
towards creating an actual building for the
local to be based, the Norwich local has
already done this with the Solidarity
Centre.

The federation has become the British
section of the /WA, giving it the strength
of international solidarity, experience from
the larger sections such as the CNT 1n Spain

similar size who are moving on from being
propaganda sections, (like the DAM was),
to proper 1industrial and social
organisations.

The future for the federation looks
healthy, it’s creation has come as a breath
of fresh air for the rather staid and inward
looking ‘Anarcho-Syndicalist and
Anarchist movements’ in this country. The
only thing that will hold back the federation
1s the political and historical “train
spotting” and infighting that has dogged
the movement for so long. Comrades who
have drifted away from what was the DAM
(which after all was only a propaganda
organisation that grew into a “Anarcho-
Syndicalist club”™), may wish to look at the
Solidarity Federation which is what many
people complained was lacking, a forward
looking organisation based on Solidarity
and Direct Action. For more information
on the Solidarity Federation or the
Networks then write to: The Solidarity
Federation, PO Box 29, SWPDO,
Manchester, M15 SHW

Shaun Ellis

T THE last anarchist bookfair in
October ’93, a leaflet was circulated
by Class War founder Ian Bone, calling for
a major anarchist festival from October
21st to the 30th this year. Since then, lots
of groups and individuals’ support has been
solicited and a first programme produced.

The programme - Anarchy In The UK -
Ten Days That Shook The World lists
participants, people the organisers hope to
get, what'’s on so far, and appeals. We were
interested to note that one member of our
collective was down as a participant even
though he hadn’t agreed to any such thing.
Nor 1s he the only one - a number of other
groups haven’t agreed to anything. And the
“anarchist net” has been cast pretty wide
judging by some of the catch. I mean, Glen
Matlock? The Green Party Homeless
Campaign? Worst of all is Spiral Tribe, a

bunch of capitalists who rip people off by
claiming to raise money for homeless
campaigns, none of whom have ever seen
a penny from a single overpriced rave.

This sort of thing has two effects. People
listed either feel morally obliged to
participate or they slag the whole thing off.
This is a very subtle form of guilt-trip,
something we as anarchists are trying to
get away from, surely?

The other major criticism I have 1s of
the whole orientation, which is towards the
media. Using the mass media to popularise
anarchist i1deas is a long-standing tactic of
Bone's. He used it a lot when he was 1n
Class War, but the question needs to be
asked how appropriate it 1s. Ultimately, 1t
means getting sucked into the media’s
agenda which 1s very different to ours.

Ten Days of ‘Anarchy?

In his first leaflet, Bone invited people
to slag him off. His Anarchy In The UK
(and it is very much his, as he arrogantly
states no one else could do it) will happen.
Events that would happen anyway, such as
the anarchist bookfair, may be
strengthened. Some people will do things
to coincide with the event, and try to reap
benefit from the publicity. Others may get
off their backsides and organise things they
have been meaning to for ages. And the
media will draw out what it wants, to
ridicule and marginalise us, whilst ignoring
any real message. A series of events centred
in London will be more visible, but it will
not bring our ideas into communities and
workplaces. That task involves long,
painstaking and above all unglamorous
work. It is rarely media friendly. But it’s a
lot more important.

Mike Ward

M
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McLIBEL TWO
CONTINUE
DEFIANGE

N 1990, the $24 billion fast food
multinational McDonalds, began it’s
libel action against London Greenpeace
supporters Dave Morris and Helen Steel.
London Greenpeace, an anarchist group
unconnected to the environmental
campaigners Greenpeace, had started a
campaign against McDonalds in 1984.
Their factsheet - What's Wrong with
McDonalds, which is still available, laid
bare McDonalds’ exploitation of workers,
animals and the environment and their
promotion of unhealthy food.

The multinational is throwing its full
weight behind the libel action, while
Morris and Steel are unemployed and
legal aid is not available to them. The
burger barons have tried to wear the two
down - this has included the exclusion of
evidence damaging to McDonalds,
refusing to produce documents necessary
for the defence and arguing that the case
cannot be heard by a jury as it 1s too
“technical”. However, Morris and Steel
have won an appeal against McDonald’s
refusalto release documents. Aside from
the obvious patronising crap that this 1s,
it shows how scared McDonalds are of
the ordinary public finding out about
them. The trial can only be heard by a
judge, who presumably eats 1n posh
restaurants, and not by the sort of people
who might actually eat in a McDonalds.

The Law Lords rejected a bid for an
appeal by the defendants against the
denial of a jury. After this ruling, Dave
Morris said: “This only makes us more
determined to stand up to oppressive libel
laws”. These laws exist to protect the rich
and powerful, they have nothing to do
with the truth. McDonalds have, in the
past, silenced the Scottish TUC, The
Guardian and Channel 4. They will not
silence their anarchist critics, who have
pledged to continue to attack their
practices whatever the outcome of the
case.

The case has been in recess since
August 3 and will resume at the High
Court on Monday 12" September.

Contact: MCLIBEL SUPPORT
CAMPAIGN, c/o London Greenpeace,
5 Caledonian Road, London, N1 9DX
Tel: 071-837-7557

CLOSE CAMPSFIELD!

( : AMPSFIELD DETENTION
CENTRE, 1in Kidlington,
Oxfordshire, opened at the end of

November 1993. Its 200 places more than

double the “prison” capacity for asylum

seekers and refugees in the UK, fitting 1n
with the wider anti-immigration policies
of “Fortress Europe”. Campsfield has
repeatedly hit the national headlines,
beginning with the detention of several

Jamaican holiday-makers at Christmas and

continuing with a number of escapes and

one of the biggest hunger strikes ever seen

in this country. By March 11th 1994, 180

Campsfield detainees were on hungerstrike

and the protest was spreading to other

prisons where refugees were held. This has
all proved embarrassing to the state

and their jailers from Group

4, who have tried

desperately to break

the detainees’ will
to resist by
transfers and
psychological
intimidation,

A catalogue

of harassment

emerges,
incuding the
following:

* Telling some

hunger strikers

they will be deported
immediately and others
that they'll be held an extra
nine months and their appeal procedure
suspended if they don’t give up
immediately.

* Harassing visitors to the prison, not

allowing them to take food in for their own

kids in case it is used to alleviate the strike.

* Taking luxury breakfasts and bowls of

fruit into the rooms of hunger strikers to

tempt them from their fast.

* Frequent fire drills at all hours of the

day and night, plus a 24-hour tannoy

system that is driving inmates to
distraction.

* Surveillance of any group of four or more

detainees gathering together.

* Turning off radiators at night and hourly

room checks by security staff.

* Denying access to news reports about

the hunger strike, outside protests and

resistance in other prisons - in order to

make the detainees feel isolated and alone.

Although some refugees initially gained
their freedom through the strike, the Home
Office has since shown a callous cynicism
towards the hunger strikers and was quite
prepared to wait for them to go into coma
and then transfer them to NHS hospitals
where they could be force-fed. However,
the detainees are equally prepared to adopt
an on-off programme of strike - some of
them have been locked up for over a year
in the UK, and they recognise they’re in
for a long fight. Their basic demand is that
they be allowed freedom 1n the community
whilst their case for Asylum is heard.

Solidarity with those detained in
Campsfield has been organised through two

bodies. Firstly there is the broad-based
“Campsfield Forum” which
draws together the Red
Cross and Refugee
organisations and 1s
primarily
concerned with

welfare and
support for the
detainees.
Secondly there 1s
the “Campaign to
gy JEQY T SO
Campsfield” which
demands “No
Detentions, No
Deportations and Close
Campsfield!”.
To this end it has carried out a
number of lobbies and protests, both in the
centre of Oxford and outside the prison
gates. One of the largest Kidlington protests
took place on Saturday 26th March when
150+ people attended the regular
demonstration. A wide variety of groups
and unions were represented, not to
mention a number of Algerians who had
already been released from the
concentration camp as a result of hunger
striking.

The protest was effective as a show of
solidarity with the refugees, whilst
completely exposing Group 4’s inability to
handle the situation. Hardly surprising that
the media tried to distort what was a largely
good-natured protest by frequent references
to “anger”, “violence” and “professional

Continued Page 21
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