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Editorial

[t's been nearly a year since our last issue. Thanks for your patience
and for all the good wishes and offers of help we had during that
period. As some of you will know, our problem wasn't (for once) lack
of money, as our printers generously extend us credit. Nor was it that
old enemy of anarchist papers - lack of copy.

now adopted a luddite approach, smashed all those computers, or
“devil machines” as some comrades call them, and gone back to the
pasting board.

quarterly in this format. As ever, we have no paid staff or rich
backers, just what we can do in our spare time. Our money comes
from our own pockets and from your generosity. We continue to
send Black Flag free to prisoners and at a reduced rate to those who
can't afford it. We also send it to anarchists and people interested in
anarchism in the poor world. Your support helps us to do this.

The delay has been entirely due to problems with production. We've |

On a serious level, we're a bit smaller but hope that we can come out |
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Mumia
Abu -

Jamal

Appeal turned
down

Mumia’s appeal against his death
sentence for murder of a Pennsylvania
cop was turned down on Friday 15th
September 95. This was in the face of
overwhelming evidence of Mumia’s
innocence. Four unconnected
witnesses testified they had seen
someone else shoot the cop and flee the
area; the bullet retrieved from the

body was a 44 calibre bullet, incapable

of being shot from Mumia’s 38 calibre
gun (found on the scene); police
evidence had been destroyed; the
officer in charge of Mumia that night
in hospital wrote in his report:“the
male negro made no statements” but
two months later ‘suddenly
remembered’ that Mumia had made a
full confession! etc. etc.

However Judge Sabo, erstwhile
member of the “Fraternal Order of
Police” (a group that have relentlessly
campaigned for Mumia’s execution),
stated there was no evidence to
answer.

Legal avenues are all but exhausted,
however a spokeswoman for the
Friends and Families of Mumia said
the campaign was being stepped up:
“Slavery was legal but it wasn’t right;
Hitler killed 6 million Jews perfectly
legally it was not right; businesses
pollute our water and our air it is still
not right; legal or otherwise we are
not going to allow this to happen.”

Mumia Abu-Jamal has been an activist
and subject to FBI surveillance since the
age of fourteen when he was arrested for
taking part in a protest against the racist
pro-segregation Governor of Alabama.
The next year he joined the Black
Panther Party and was appointed its

information officer in Philadelphia. In
the 1970s he began to work as a

journalist, continually exposing racist

practices in the Mayor’s office and
police brutality against black people. He
was consequently a distinctly unpopular
person with the state powers in
Philadelphia, particularly the police. In
more recent years he became a supporter
of MOVE a militant black group which
advocates ecological revolution. MOVE
have been the target of beatings, sicges,
imprisonment and even a bomb attack in
1985 in which 11 people including
children were murdered by the
Philadelphia police and 250 people left
homeless by the blaze; the explosives
were supplied by the FBI.

On December 9th 1981 Mumia, working
as a taxi driver, spotted his brother being
beaten by a policeman in downtown
Philadelphia. He left his cab to
intervene and was shot in the stomach;
another shot was fired and the
policeman was killed. Mumia was
arrested, taken to hospital and then
charged with murder. Evidence that
Mumia was shot by the cop and that
another black male fired the fatal shot
before fleeing the scene was suppressed
at the trial.

This was the first in a long line of cover
ups, falsc statements, harassment of
witnesses and outright obstruction of the
defence that lead to Mumia’s conviction.
Evidence that was admitted included his
political affiliations and the obvious
conclusion that he had planned to kill a
cop for several years now!

Mumia’s death warrant was signed by
the Governor of Pennsylvania in the
dead of night on June the 1st after
finding out that Mumia’s lawyers were

planning to submit papers for
a post conviction appeal on
the 5th. The death warrant
sentenced Mumia to die on
the 17th August 95, leaving
the defence with insufficient
time to conduct the appeal.
On the 7th August, amid
world-wide protest against his
sentence, Judge Sabo granted
a stay of execution just 10
days before he was due to be
killed. This was the first stay
of execution ever decreed by a
judge who has sentenced 31
people to death in his career;
all but two were black.
Despite the initial jubilation it seems the
stay was a clever tactic designed to quell
growing international pressure for
Mumia’s release. In a statement after
the stay was announced, Mumia warned
that the stay was engineered to “temper
the ardour of opponents of the death
penalty, in Philadelphia and elsewhere,
temporarily until this series of events is
forgotten... wasting precious time that
could be used to build a stronger
movement, not to ‘suspend’ an execution
- but to stop all executions;... we must
mobilise every where for a total abolition
of this vestige of racism... and all forms
of state murder”.

It 1s obvious that the legal system will
not deliver justice to Mumia, the defence
are planning to apply to the higher
courts, but this is a race against time that
Mumia 1s bound to lose without
concerted action outside the courts.
Mumia has been a thorn in the side of
the authorities for too long; his whole
life has been devoted to the black
revolutionary struggle and to exposing
racism wherever it lies. He refused to be
bought by the lie that voting in token
black politicians would transform the
lives of poor black Americans; the
presiding mayor of Philadelphia who
orchestrated the bombing of the MOVE
headquarters in 1985 was black.

[t 1s imperative that political pressure be
put on the USA government to stop the
murder of Mumia. Pickets of the
American Embassy are taking place,
there are demonstrations happening
daily in Philadelphia, and The Friends
and Family of Mumia campaign is due
to announce an International day of

action in the near future.

For further information contact the campaign in
Philadelphia on 001 215 476 8812
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Incapacity

Benefit and

Jobseekers
Allowance

In April this year "Incapacity Benefit"
replaced Invalidity Benefit imposing
drastic cuts on the income of those
disabled and sick people unable to work.
Age and dependants' allowances have
been slashed and the additional pension
paid to 85% of claimant's abolished.
Those who are dependent on Income
Support, will have to wait a year rather
than the old 6 months before they can get
the measly disability premium.

The reasoning behind the new benefit
was that the Social Security system was
being 'abused ' by 1000s of scroungers
pretending, in collusion with their
corrupt GPs, that they were not able to
work!

The test

New humiliating "All work tests" are
being brought in with Benefits Agency
doctors to test the ability of claimants to
do irrelevant tasks such as reaching to
put on a hat, picking up a bag of potatoes
etc. If a claimant fails to reach the
arbitrary 15 points in the test, then s/he
will be deemed fit for work, thrown off
sickness benefit and left to starve or sign
on as available for work.

What work?

The Act, of course, ignores the fact that
many of those who pass the test will in
reality have no chance of finding work.
Many disabled people could work easily
if transport and workplaces were
accessible, if health and safety rules were
followed, if widespread prejudice
amongst employers were to magically
disappear overnight, if training were
accessible for disabled people etc.
However the opposite is true:

people with disabilities are the last to be
considered for jobs. The 3% minimum
quota for employees with disabilities has
never been followed, and is about to be
abolished anyway in the "Disability
Discrimination Bill." It is likely that
someone with a mobility difficulty, for
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example, and no keyboard skills, could be
found capable of "secretarial work" and
be disqualified from benefit. The fact
that the claimant could not actually get
to work and doesn't have the skills for the
job will be irrelevant.

Catch 22

There is a "right" to appeal against a
finding of "capacity to work", however if
the claimant continues to insist that they
can't work and continues to send 1n
medical certificates there will be a 20%
reduction in their benefit until the appeal
is heard! Thousands of people will be
forced to go through the farce of signing
on as available for work, applying for
jobs to satisfy the availability for work
tests etc. when using the appeal
procedure.

Worse to Come? Jobseekers'

Allowance

The government is also introducing a
new benefit to replace Income Support
and Unemployment benefit. It is likely to
come in in October 96, and pilot schemes
have started in selected areas around the
country.

Jobseekers Allowance will give the state
new powers to harass the unemployed
and force them into low paid, unsafe
work. "Claimant Advisers" will be able
to issue Jobseekers Directives 10
claimants, directing people to make
themselves more employable. This could
include having a haircut, removing
tattoos, dressing more smartly (difficult
when you can only afford second hand
clothes), doing training courses, €tc.
Those who refuse to comply will be
disqualified from benefit.

The Implications

The implications for claimants are pretty
obvious, but there are also serious
implications for benefits agency
employees. BA staff have been directed
not to offer any assistance with
complction of Incapacity Benefit forms.

They will increasingly be forced to
inform angry claimants of adverse benefi
decisions, leaving staff open to abuse anc
probably assault. Workers will be closely
scrutinised to see that they are enforcing
the regulations rigorously. There are
bound to be targets for claimant cut offs.
Those working in Job Centres will be
particularly vulnerable when the new
Jobseekers Allowance comes in, as they
will be enforcing many of the new
regulations and there are generally no
security screens in Jobcentres.

It is crucial that claimants
groups, disability groups and
Benefits Agency workers get
together to fight the implications
of the Act

Conference on Incapacity
Benefit and Jobseekers

Allowance.

A meeting of claimants, dzsabduy
groups, and advice workers was held
in Islington in June to discuss the new
benefits. About twenty people turned
up and the day was spent discussing
the details of the benefits, howto
claim them, how to get round the
regulations and how to j' ght them
collectively. |

It was agreed to widely pubhccse the
points system in the new "all work
test” and to draw up advisory leaflets
on how to avoid being cut off
Incapacity Benefit. Similarly a leaﬂet
is to be distributed on the implications
of the Jobseekers Allowance. |
Benefit Agency medical testing centres
were to be targeted for action, and
dole offices for leafleting. CPSA staff
and other relevant unions were to be
contacted for joint meetings and
hopefully collective action.

A new group has been set up
recently called " Incapacity Action";
a network of long term sick and
disabled people and supporters.
They are already fighting the new
Act and have had several successful
actions, including disruptinga
meeting between Peter Lilley and |
the Benefits Agency in Balham.

For further information on Incapaczty
Action phone 0181 520 4582 or write
to P.O. box 9, 136-138 Kingsland
High Street, London E8 2NS.

For expert advice on disability
benefits, phone the Disability Alliance
on 0171 247 8763 (minicom available)
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New Action group in Newham
South Newham Action on Policing
(SNAP) was formed in November 1993
in the aftermath of the Dray Family
Campaign, which successfully fought the
prosccution of Tony and Lee Dray for
assault on police officers. The group
cxists to promote the legal rights of
pcople living in South Newham, E.
London and to assist those whose rights
have been denied. [ts stated aim is (o
"ensure that abuses of police power arc
properly dealt with, and where
inadcquacies exist in the way complaints
arc dcalt with, to campaign for change”.
SNAP is a unique organisation as it
draws its main support from the white
working class communitics in Canning
Town and it exists because of the support
of the anti-racist group, the Newham
Monitoring Project (NMP). The estales
of Canning Town have bcen largely
ncglected over the last decade and the
complacency of the local Labour Party
allowed a 33% poll for the BNP in the
Beckton ward last May. Despite cllorts
from a few local groups, the last time
there was regular community advice
available was in the 1970s - and that was
run by the National Front! There is little
beliel among local people that they can
infTuence the political process and it is
this sensc of 'disenfranchisement’ which
makcs the position of predominantly
whitc working class communitics
rcmarkably similar to that of black
communities fifteen years ago. Whilst
black pcoplc have been foreed into
fighting for a voice, however, large parts
of the south of Newham have politically
stood still, providing fertile breeding
ground for the BNP.

The driving force behind SNAP i1s the
Dray family who contacted the NMP
following the arrest of Lee and Tony,
becausc no-one else would help. The
process of running the campaign [or the
Drays, in which ils lcgal representatives
and many of its supporters were black,
had an impact challenging the prejudices
of many local pcople. SNAP was formed
to continue opposition to police
harassment of all sections of the
community.

Update: In what has been widely seen as
an act of vengeance, Lee Dray was
arrested in Plaistow following an assault
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on a drug dealer. In the course of the

investigations the chief suspects were
encouraged to name Lee as the culprit in
exchange for lesser sentences. At the trial,
contradictory eye witness evidence was
undermined by claims that a partial
fingerprint on a shard of glass pointed to
Lee's guilt. The "forces of Justice"
eventually got their way. Lee was
sentenced to 5 years on this evidence

alone.Contact Lee,c/o Sharon Dray, 13
AllianceRd E13

The Flipside of the
Economic League

Ovcr the years the EL has conspired to
crcatc uncmployment. It has gonc bust and
re-cmerged with the asscts and without the
debts. It has always been a staunch
supporter of capitalism, and has ccrtainly
lcarncd the classic capitalist tricks. The
[lipsidc to capitalist trickery is tricks on
capitalists by wannabces. They say when
you sup with the devil you need a long
spoon, and to what e¢xtent have employers
been conned over the years?

An auditors clerk recently saw the records
of a bankrupt company. In it arc the
cxtracts of information supplicd in 1986 by
the EL under "Anarchists”, mysicriously
passcd on to us. An alphabctical list of lcss
than a hundred names is given, many of
which comc [rom the pages of "Freedom™.
There is one member of "Class War" (the
foundcr), though in this casc without an
address, two closc associates of "Black
Flag" (onc described as the wile of
somcone whosce name doesn't appear), so
far as wc can sce nobody from the then
DAM, two wcll known intelligence agents,
half a dozcn animal libbers (one described
as an 'animal anarchist') and cveryone clse
is from Scotland, few of whom wc can
identify; it looks as though they've nicked a
pctition.

For this the company (bascd in England)
paid £500!

Yoof rules OK?

When Fleet Strecet closed, the Daily
Telegraph split its production, separating
the printing process so that clerical, pre-
production and post-production staff were
cmployed by nominal separate companics.
That way they could take advantage of the
Thatcherite anti-union laws (no sympathy
strikes). Now the Financial Times is
merging its print process with the Daily
Telegraph. This means a drastic reduction
in stalf. All pcrsonnel have been advised
to individually "rc-apply" for their jobs,
with new rates of pay and conditions.
Pcople can belong to unions but no
ncgotiations can take place. The individu
applications arc an ominous trend. Staff
over [ifty years old have been told they
nced not trouble to re-apply, as
management want a "young strong tcam”
responding to modern day management.
They call the older generation of workers
"dinosaurs"; thcy don't want doddcring
geriatrics of 50 around - On yer bike!

The DT (whose rcadership is generally no
so young) and the FT join the company of
papcrs like "Private Eye", who scoffcd at
Major [or beccoming PM 1n his mcre 40s.
They christened Blair "Bambi" because he
was cven younger. But 'PE' itsclf won't
cmploy anyonc in production over 35 (lar
oo old and dccrepit).

Can one get a job these days much befor
25? Puzzled why unemployment is
growing? The idea of len years work in
lifetime representing one's maximum
contribution to sociely, with the rest of
one's life doing as one wished in comfort
and securily, was derided as a utopian
socialist concept. How would society
manage? Bul il is, apparently,
‘pragmatism'; hardfaced politics, to hav
it with poverty and degradation at both
ends.















