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Editorial

As someone involved in the Black Flag
collective I am sometimes asked , “why
bother ?7”” The days when Black Flag was
coming out almost fortnightly and was a
useful part of mobilising people for
different actions (as over enthusiastically
described in the last Aufheben) and carried
quite up to date national and international
news are long gone. Most of the comrades
who were working full time to put it out
are gone and financial constraints make it
even more difficult. So, why bother ?

We think that there is a real need for an
anarchist publication covering militant
class struggle activity around the world in
as accessible a way as possible. We want to
promote discussion of the opportunities
and problems facing revolutionary
anarchism in the context of real activity
(or the lack of i1t) rather than in academic
terms and without constantly
propagandising for a particular
organisation. There 1s a lot happening in
many different areas but very little
discussion of how to carry struggles
forward.

We can only write about things that we are
involved 1in. We need you to send articles
about whatever you are doing and think
needs spreading around. Pure news may be
a bit pointless if it is going to be well out
of date by the time it is printed, dreary
theoretical articles will be filed in the
dustbin, and everything will be edited
mercilessly. Photos, graphics and cartoons
would be nice too.

This was to have been a nice, non-

| sectarian editorial about the usefulness of

open debate, how we think we can push
things forward, strengthening a broad
anarchist movement etc. Then I saw the
piece in the new Green Anarchist on why
everybody who refuses to believe in Larry
O’Hara as ace investigator is in the pay of
Searchlight and, I thought, “why bother?”.
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JJ FOODS
VICTORY

On October 31st 95, forty five workers
at JJ Fast Food Distribution Ltd. in
Tottenham were sacked for joining the
T&G. The conditions at the plant were
appalling; workers were putting in 60-
70 hours per week for a pittance with no
overtime, sick or holiday pay. Drivers
were expected to pay for any parking
fines or counterfeit money they were
given out of their own pockets. The
sacked workers immediately gathered
outside the factory to form a picket and
were attacked by hired thugs wielding
sticks and knives. Three workers were
hospitalised. Support was called for
and daily pickets began to take place at
dawn outside the factory. Strikers were
joined by supporters from the Colin
Roach Centre, Haringey Solidarity
Group and various Trot organisations.
Pickets were heavily policed and the
TSG were present in large numbers.
Pickets were kept as far from the scabs
as possible by the police, who
threatened to arrest anyone trying to
picket the actual goods entrance. A
support group was set up, and a strike
bulletin produced. The heavy presence
of SWP and other trot groups began to
wane after the first three weeks as the
strikers made it clear that they didn't
want their fight turned into a glorified
paper sales pitch, and the support group
was left in the hands of the strikers,
Haringey Solidarity Group and the
Colin Roach Centre.

The official union also pulled out, as
they wanted pickets in the afternoons
(completcly ineffective as all the
workers are out on deliveries after 8am)
on the grounds that dawn pickets were
dangerous due to the lack of light!

The support group decided to picket JJ
Foods outlets, the Jenny's Burgers chain
being the main target. Jenny's is a
franchise of JJ Foods and pickets were
organised at a different branch each
week. These were largely successful,
pickets gaining surprising support from
workers and even managers who were
shocked by the actions of JJ's and who

promised to complain to Mustafa
Kamil, JJ's boss.
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Support within the Kurdish and Turkish
communities grew and by December
Kamil was feeling the pressure and
agreed to enter into negotiations with
the workers.

The pickets were called off on the 11th,
12th and 13th December as a goodwill
gesture while talks with ACAS took
place. ‘

Kamil turned up on the first day, saying
he was happy to negotiate, but claimed
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Dockers, Hillingdon cleaners and local
textile workers. They successfully
pressurised Southwark and Harrow
councils to cease trading with JJs.

The strikers all won their industrial
tribunals in January and were found to
have been unfairly dismissed.
Compensation will have to be paid by
Kamil, who is likely to be made
bankrupt by the decision (unless he
transfers his assets to Jenny’s Burgers,
which has been rumoured). Trade has

his life was under threat, He had body
guards with him and was wearing a
bullet proof jacket! On the second day,
he returned and met 40 demonstrators
outside the talks. He demanded police
protection and disappeared with the
police.

A Union official went to the police
station and managed to talk to him; he
stated he was happy to re-employ the
majority of sacked workers but he would
need the NI numbers of all workers.
However he would not take back the
most active of the strikers, who just
happened to be Kurdish; all those he
was proposing to re-employ were
Turkish.

Obviously this was not acceptable and
the strikers held out for the
reinstatement of all sacked workers, as
well as their other demands; all workers
to have contracts and be in the union;
holiday pay; sick pay; no money to be
paid by drivers out of their own pockets;
two shifts to be introduced in the

freezers where the temperature is -30°
.

Meanwhile, the strikers continued to
picket and have been involved in
solidarity work with the Liverpool

been very slow during the strike, many
scabs have left, unable to cope with the
pressure of being picketed day in and
day out. Delivery vans are leaving the
plant half empty, and the company has
been shunned by the local Turkish and
Kurdish communities.

New workers support group
The strike has been largely successful

against very heavy odds, and has forged
links between activists from Haringey
Solidarity Group, CRC and anarchist groups
with Kurdish and Turkish workers and
activists. Workers have agreed to put the
compensation payments into a permanent
workers support group for fast food and
other low paid workers in the Tottenham
area. Haringey Solidarity Group will be
offering practical support to get the group
going. Their newsletter, The Tottenham
Picket, will continue. Already, the support
group has helped another local victory at
Jenny’s Textiles (no relation!) and are
mounting a unionisation campaign in the
area.

Contact JJ Foods Locked Out Workers
Support Group, ¢/o Unwaged Centre, 72
West Green Road, London N15 5NS, Tel
0181 802 9804




The Ten Thousand Mile Picket Line

For active trade unionists supporting a
dispute struggling on month afier
month only to end in demoralisation
and defeat is a familiar experience. It is
one that will not apply to the 500
dockers sacked by the Mersey Dock
and Harbour Company (MDHC) five
months ago.

When MDHC sacked them for refusing
to Cross a picket line of 80 younger
dockers striking for parity with the
older men they picked on seasoned
veterans of the class struggle.

The Transport & General Workers
Union as is almost routine these days
has failed to give the dispute official
backing, even banning stewards from
using the fax in Liverpool’s Transport
House after MDHC complained. But
Liverpool’s dockers have something
more valuable than the recognition of
Bill Morris or Jack Dromey - they have
the serious solidarity of dock unions
around the globe. Even though the
bureaucratic International Transport
Federation had warned its affiliates to
give them a wide berth, support has
flooded in to the dockers.

Dockers in Sydney have said ships will
rust on the berth if the owners bring in
ships bound for Liverpool. They
donated £15,000, while the Maritime
Union of Australia at Patrick Port
Botany have decided on a $20
voluntary levy. Dockers in Drogheda
have also agreed a weekly levy.
Liverpool’s well-travelled dockers have
given a new meaning to the term
“flying picket”. Canada, Japan,
Australia, New Zealand, Isracl,
Sweden, Japan, the longest picket line
cver is being spun via delegations, the
internet and fax. These make great
reading; the Danish Harbour Workers
Union “Please accept £500”; “heartfelt
expressions of solidarity accompany a
bank draft of £5000” - New Zealand
Scafarers Union; “I have learned about
the struggle of the dock workers in
Liverpool on the internet. The MDHC
have stirred up great resentment
amongst us” Zenkowan All Japan
Dockworkers Union.

And this is working. US, Australian,
Swedish and Spanish dockers are all
blacking shipping to and from
Liverpool. ACL, the major carricr, sct
MDHC a deadline of January 15th to
“scek a quick solution with the union

of the labour dispute at the Liverpool
docks or they would be forced to use
another port in the UK.” That deadline
has now passed and as of now (Jan 23)
no ACL ships have entered the port.
ABC Containerline, a Belgian
company, is also pressurising MDHC
after its ships were tied up in Sydney
Harbour.

In the week ending January 20th, £70m
had been wiped off the stock market
value of MDHC, £400,000 are being
lost in profits every week.

Hitting the capitalists in the pocket 1s
what brings them to their knees, and
the negotiating table.

The main thrust of this dispute 1s about
international direct action and
solidarity and in February and
international dockers’ solidarity
conference will be held in Liverpool to
extend this action. Having said this, the
British labour movement should be
playing a bigger part. Liverpool trade
unionists should treat Labour’s
entreaties not to organise city-wide
industrial action with the contempt it
deserves. We need to make Dockers
Support Groups, and all the work that
goes with it, a reality.

On 26th January, at a mass meeting in
Liverpool an offer worth between £20-
25,000 redundancy was unanimously
rejected, as one docker said to me,
“This dispute’s about re-instatement,
nothing clse”.

Anarchists and anarcho-syndicalists
should prioritise support for this
dispute. Indeed, if our activity 1sn’t
about supporting a tenacious unofficial
dispute what is it about?

in total blacking of Liverpool shipping
and some £10,000 in donations. SAC
created Liverpool docks support groups
and the respect and liking between the
dockers and the syndicalists grows.

A syndicalist based in Glasgow
organised a visit to the Coordinadora,
the independent Spanish dockers union
whose HQ is in the Canaries. Again,
the Spanish unions decided to black
Liverpool traffic.

At home, we should be helping to
create Liverpool dockers support
groups either as independent groups or
allied to trades councils. For more info,

telephone the Liverpool dockers on
0151-207 3388

WARNING!
SPIES FOR PEACE

In the Pottle-Randle case, two anti-
nuclear activists faced a prospective
20 years in jail for allegedly plotting
the escape of George Blake.

It has come to our attention that the

| person concerned with re-opening the

case years after the event, is an
associate of the late H.Montgomery

| Hyde (Intelligence spokesperson and

Tory MP) and is now investigating the
activities of Spies for Peace, an active
Scottish anarchist divergence from
CND at that time.

No major arrests were made at the
time but prosecutions can still follow if
back bench Tories make enough fuss
(as they did with Pottle and Randle).

Manchester
Solidarity federation
have sent out an
appeal to the
International
Workers Association,
the syndicalist
international.
Syndicalists active In
Hull Trades Council
organised a visit to
Sweden for two
dockers with the
Swedish Syndicalist
union (SAC) and the
independent dockers
union. This resulted
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