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editorial

THIS ISSUE features more than usual from home, something we are pleased

about. A quarterly magazine like Black Flag can never cover all the resist
ance going on, but it's good to print some concrete news on what anarchists are
doing in this country.

One of the most important issues covered in this edition is the sentencing of the
three Green Anarchist editors to prison terms. Regular readers will be aware that we
don't always see eye to eye with Green Anarchist, but this is a clear case of the State
trying to stifle free specech and the reporting of direct actions. We have reported such
things before, and will do so in the future. We urge all our readers to send their solidar-

ity to the GA editors in prison and to join in the campaign.
We feature a lengthy article that recounts the history of Chilean anarchism, that we

learned a lot from and we hope you are similarly inspired by their courage. We look at
what Labour's agenda is towards the poor and working class, and, unlike the Socialist

Workers, we can say ""We didn't vote for this”.
There is another in-depth look at movements in the world economyj, this time on

what's happening to the Far Eastern economies.
Also in this issue we have two more contributions to the debate on organisation,

from very different perspectives, as well as a raft of adverts for different national meet-
ings (next to the letters page).
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solidarity with
green anarchist

OF THE 4 defendants in the
3 Green Anarchist trial were con
victed on November 13th 1997 and
sentenced to 3 years. They have been con-
victed of “conspiracy to incite persons
unknown to commit criminal damage”.
The prosecution could never say which
persons or what damage. The charges were
based on GA’sreports of direct action and
sabotage.

Common sense says that publishing re-
ports of actions cannot be incitement, this
was not the reason for the charges. The
police operation leading up to the arrests
took millions of pounds and involved 55
raids on activists. It is clear that the
GANDALF defendants (GA and ALF)
were being set up to attempt to hit the Ani-

mal Liberation Front and intimidate the
growing direct action movement. The trial
was bizarre, the attitude of the judge
clearly prejudiced. The sentences were
vindictive and intended in themselves
to intimidate.

Solidarity for Noel, Saxon, and Steve,
the three who have been imprisoned is
growing. Two more, Robin Webb, ALF
press officer and Paul Rogers, another GA
editor, are due for trial in the spring. Lon-
don Gandalf Support Group has been set
up to spread solidarity with the defend-
ants and defiance against the state. Index
Against Censorship, usually more con-
cerned with liberal causes in far off coun-
tries, are disseminating many of the di-
rect action reports. There is no real dif-

Diarmuid O’ Neill

N SEPTEMBER 1996 Diarmuid

O’Neill, an IRA member under obser-
vation by the security forces, was shot and
killed by Special Branch and armed po-
lice when they raided an address in Ham-
mersmith. After being shot, Diarmuid was
denied paramedic assistance for 25 min-
utes, by which time he was dead. One po-
liceman was seen standing with his foot
on Diarmuid’s head as he lay dying.
Diarmuid was dragged bleeding out of the
house into the street, where he lay, bleed-
ing from the bullet wounds.

The killing was carried out as part of a
raid on an IRA active service unit. In De-
cember Patrick Kelly, James Murphy and
Brian McHugh were gaoled for conspiracy
to cause explosions.

Evidence at the trial made it clear that
Special Branch were fully aware that
Diarmuid was not likely to be armed. They
had already bugged the flat and his car.
They had the unit under constant surveil-
lance, including at the Hornsey warehouse
they used to store arms and explosives.
When the police opened fire on
Diarmuid he had already showed both
his hands clearly through the door of
the flat,and Patrick Kelly had shouted

“We give up-we are unarmed”. The
other members of the unit recall the
police shouting “Shoot the fucker” as
,JDiarmiud opened the door.

In September 1996 the British state
transferred its shoot to kill policy against
Republicans from the six counties to the
streets of London. If the cops that day
weren’t hyped up to kill, why did they

ference between people being jailed for
producing opposition newspapers here
or in China, except for the prison food.
The support group are calling for Am-
nesty International and Liberty to
throw their support behind the defend-
ants. A “liberation tour” of towns and
cities in Britain is planned.

Meanwhile direct action, incited or
not, continues.

Write to the 3 prisoners:

Noel Molland (CK4321) and Saxon
Wood (CK4322), HMP Guys March,
Shaftesbury, Dorset, SP7 OAH.

Steve Booth (CK4323), HMP Lancaster,
The Castle, Lancaster, LA11YL.
Gandalf Defendant’s Campaign, PO Box
66, Stevenage, SG1 2TR.

London Gandalf Support Group, ¢/o Lon-
don Greenpeace, 38 Mount Pleasant, Lon-
don, WC1X OAP.

Updates on www.cbuzz.co.uk/
SchNEWS

watch footage of the entirely unrelated
Canary Wharf bombing and footage of
bomb victims before carrying out the raid?
Why did they attempt an immediate cover
up by releasing reports of a “gun battle
with terrorists” when there had never
been a gun battle? The Justice for
Diarmuid O’Neill Campaign has called
for a public enquiry into the killing.

taking on the dole bullies

N THE morning of 11 February
1998 Edinburgh Sheriff Court sen-
tenced a claimant to 150 hours commu-
nity service for delivering an Edin-
burgh Claimants "3 Strikes" warning
letter to a Benefits Office official at High
Riggs Unemployment benefit office.
Four hours later 20 claimants and sup-
porters carried out a 3rd Strike action
against Marianne MacDonald, a Project
Work interviewer at High Riggs, and
her manager Mr Laird.
Demonstrators - all wearing masks
consisting of Marianne MacDonald’'s
face! - stormed into the benefit office in

central Edinburgh. They carried post-
ers of MacDonald with the words NO
ONE LIKES A BULLY. Protesters
gave out leaflets bearing MacDonald's
photo and detailing how she had con-
sistently harassed claimants and tried
to cut their benefits on 8 documented
occasions.

The leaflets denounced Labour’s
New Deal as 'compulsory slave labour"
and condemned the cuts in single par-
ent's benefits.

Police arrived but too late to stop the

‘action. There were no arrests. Edin-

continued page 30
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