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T
HIS ISSUE features more than usual from home, something we are pleased 
about. A quarterly magazine like Black Flag can never cover ail the resist 
ance going on, but it’s good to print some concrete news on what anarchists are 
doing in this country.

One of the most important issues covered in this edition is the sentencing of the 
three Green Anarchist editors to prison terms. Regular readers will be aware that we 
don’t always see eye to eye with Green Anarchist, but this is a clear case of the State 
trying to stifle free speech and the reporting of direct actions. We have reported such 
things before, and will do so in the future. We urge all our readers to send their solidar­
ity to the GA editors in prison and to join in the campaign.

We feature a lengthy article that recounts the history of Chilean anarchism, that we 
learned a lot from and we hope you are similarly inspired by their courage. We look at 
what Labour's agenda is towards the poor and working class, and, unlike the Socialist 
Workers, we can say "We didn’t vote for this".

There is another in-depth look at movements in the world economy, this time on 
what's happening to the Far Eastern economies.

Also in this issue we have two more contributions to the debate on organisation, 
from very different perspectives, as well as a raft of adverts for different national meet­
ings (next to the letters page).

Asylum Seekers in Dover - a view from Dover 
and the Czech Republic............................. page 5

Chilean Anarchism................................. page 13

Homophobia, Universalism 
and Anarchism.......................................page 18 

Tiger Economies Go Belly Up................. page 21

Interview with Ronan Bennett.............. page 25

New Labour’s Anti-Working 
Class Agenda..........................................page 27 

Plus news, views and reviews from anarchists 
in the UK and around the world
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solidarity with 
green anarchist

OF THE 4 defendants in the 
Green Anarchist trial were con 
victed on November 13th 1997 and 

sentenced to 3 years. They have been con­
victed of “conspiracy to incite persons 
unknown to commit criminal damage”. 
The prosecution could never say which 
persons or what damage. The charges were 
based on GA's reports of direct action and 
sabotage.

Common sense says that publishing re­
ports of actions cannot be incitement, this 
was not the reason for the charges. The 
police operation leading up to the arrests 
took millions of pounds and involved 55 
raids on activists. It is clear that the 
GANDALF defendants (GA and ALF) 
were being set up to attempt to hit the Ani­

mal Liberation Front and intimidate the 
growing direct action movement The trial 
was bizarre, the attitude of the judge 
clearly prejudiced. The sentences were 
vindictive and intended in themselves 
to intimidate.

Solidarity for Noel, Saxon, and Steve, 
the three who have been imprisoned is 
growing. Two more, Robin Webb, ALF 
press officer and Paul Rogers, another GA 
editor, are due for trial in the spring. Lon­
don Gandalf Support Group has been set 
up to spread solidarity with the defend­
ants and defiance against the state. Index 
Against Censorship, usually more con­
cerned with liberal causes in far off coun­
tries, are disseminating many of the di­
rect action reports. There is no real dif-

Diarmuid O’ Neill
IN SEPTEMBER 1996 Diarmuid 

O’Neill, an IRA member under obser­
vation by the security forces, was shot and 

killed by Special Branch and armed po­
lice when they raided an address in Ham­
mersmith. After being shot, Diarmuid was 
denied paramedic assistance for 25 min­
utes, by which time he was dead. One po­
liceman was seen standing with his foot 
on Diarmuid’s head as he lay dying. 
Diarmuid was dragged bleeding out of the 
house into the street, where he lay, bleed­
ing from the bullet wounds.

The killing was carried out as part of a 
raid on an IRA active service unit. In De­
cember Patrick Kelly, James Murphy and 
Brian McHugh were gaoled for conspiracy 
to cause explosions.

Evidence at the trial made it clear that 
Special Branch were fully aware that 
Diarmuid was not likely to be armed. They 
had already bugged the flat and his car. 
They had the unit under constant surveil­
lance, including at the Hornsey warehouse 
they used to store arms and explosives. 
When the police opened fire on 
Diarmuid he had already showed both 
his hands clearly through the door of 
the flat,and Patrick Kelly had shouted 

“We give up-we are unarmed”. The 
other members of the unit recall the 
police shouting “Shoot the fucker” as 

,Diarmiud opened the door.
In September 1996 the British state 

transferred its shoot to kill policy against 
Republicans from the six counties to the 
streets of London. If the cops that day 
weren’t hyped up to kill, why did they

taking on the
ON THE morning of 11 February 

1998 Edinburgh Sheriff Court sen­
tenced a claimant to 150 hours commu­

nity service for delivering an Edin­
burgh Claimants "3 Strikes” warning 
letter to a Benefits Office official at High 
Riggs Unemployment benefit office. 
Four hours later 20 claimants and sup­
porters carried out a 3rd Strike action 
against Marianne MacDonald, a Project 
Work interviewer at High Riggs, and 
her manager Mr Laird.

Demonstrators - all wearing masks 
consisting of Marianne MacDonald's 
face! - stormed into the benefit office in
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ference between people being jailed for 
producing opposition newspapers here 
or in China, except for the prison food. 
The support group are calling for Am­
nesty International and Liberty to 
throw their support behind the defend­
ants. A “liberation tour” of towns and 
cities in Britain is planned. 

Meanwhile direct action, incited or 
not, continues.

Write to the 3 prisoners:

Noel Molland (CK4321) and Saxon 
Wood (CK4322), HMP Guys March, 
Shaftesbury, Dorset, SP7 OAH.

Steve Booth (CK4323), HMP Lancaster, 
The Castle, Lancaster, LAI 1YL. 
Gandalf Defendant’s Campaign, PO Box 
66, Stevenage, SGI 2TR.

London Gandalf Support Group, c/o Lon­
don Greenpeace, 38 Mount Pleasant, Lon­
don, WC1X OAP.

Updates on www.cbuzz.co.uk/ 
SchNEWS

watch footage of the entirely unrelated 
Canary Wharf bombing and footage of 
bomb victims before carrying out the raid? 
Why did they attempt an immediate cover 
up by releasing reports of a “gun battle 
with terrorists” when there had never 
been a gun battle? The Justice for 
Diarmuid O’Neill Campaign has called 
for a public enquiry into the killing, 

dole bullies 
central Edinburgh. They carried post­
ers of MacDonald with the words NO 
ONE LIKES A BULLY. Protesters 
gave out leaflets bearing MacDonald's 
photo and detailing how she had con­
sistently harassed claimants and tried 
to cut their benefits on 8 documented 
occasions.

The leaflets denounced Labour's 
New Deal as 'compulsory slave labour” 
and condemned the cuts in single par­
ent's benefits.

Police arrived but too late to stop the 
action. There were no arrests. Edin- 

continued page 30
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end of the road for the ‘peace process’?

O
N SATURDAY 27th Decern 
ber an Irish National Lib 
eration Army team killed 
“King Rat” Billy Wright, 
leader of the Loyalist Volunteer Force. The

shooting was the more audacious for be** 
ing carried out inside Long Kesh, with the

en scaling down from the roof of one
of the H-Blocks to fire at Wright as he was
transported to the visiting area.

Wright’s death brought a predictably
sectarian response from the dregs of the 
LVF. They randomly opened fire at the
Glengannon Hotel, killing one of the door
men, Sea II us Dillon, and wounding oth­
ers. They followed this up with a similar 
attack on the Clifton Tavern, killing 31 
year old Eddie Treanor. The LVF described 
these attacks as a “tribute” to Wright’s
me II ory. After all, as Wright himself be­
lieved, any Taig will do. Billy Wright was
Loyalism incarnate-pumped full of 
supremacist religious bullshit (Wright was 
a teetotal born again Christian) - his sole
political objective was to terrorise the na­
tionalist community into accepting the dis­
criminatory, anti-democratic status quo of 
the six county state.

Wright never accepted the peace proc­
ess. He believed his Loyalist heritage and
“culture” was being stolen away. This 
meant that nationalists were no longer pre­
pared to let mobs of bigots march through 
their estates unchallenged. The LVF’s de­
fence of its cultural heritage included the 
killing of Michael McGoldrick, a Catho­
lic taxi driver, whose crime was to be a
Catholic in the wrong place at the wrong

Mo Mowlem, Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, is talking of “testing 
times in the months ahead”, but for the 
nationalist communities the “testing 
times” have never gone away. In the last 
18 months 8 Catholics have been mur­
dered by Loyalists, while British politi­
cians have praised the Loyalist 
paramilitaries for the maintenance of their 
ceasefire!! John Slane was shot 5 times in
a murder off the Falls Road. In April a 
gang of over 30 Loyalists in Portadown 
killed Robert Hamill, while the RUC 
looked on. In July, a gunman murdered 
18 year old Bernadette Martin because she 
was a Catholic who dared to sleep with

her Protestant boyfriend in a Protestant 
area. Later the same month, the mutilated
body of James Morgan was retrieved
from an animal carcass pit. Gaelic Ath­
letic Association me II bers Gerry Devlin
and Sean Brown were murdered after
the Mid Ulster UVF (LVF) targeted 
GAA officials in response to the rerout­
ing of Orange marches. Sinn Fein of­
fices in New Lodge, the Falls Road,
Derry and Monaghan were bombed.
Churches were set alight, with St
MacNissis in Co. Antri II totally de­
stroyed.

Following the murder of Eddie 
Treanor,eye witnesses reported seeing the 
car used in the attack driving away at speed 
with a woman “squealing with delight “ 
in the backseat.They also reported seeing 
a well known UFF member in the car. It is
certainly the case that the mid Ulster-based 
LVF could not have pulled off an attack in 
Belfast without either support from the 
UDA or UFF or, at least,without having 
made inroads into their membership. Ac­
cording to the “Progressive Unionist's” 
Billy Hutchinson the peace process is in 
crisis because of “concessions to republi­
cans” in any event. Quite what these con­
cessions are remains to be seen.So far, Sinn 
Fein have been admitted to talks having 
signed up to the Mitchell Principles and 
on the basis that the IRA ceasefire has
held. Perhaps Billy has a problem with 
anyone sitting down to talk with demo­
cratically elected nationalists?Perhaps he 
has a hang up about prisoners in the 26 
counties being given early release dates? 
Maybe 6-county born Loyalists should 
apply for transfer to the south then? Or do 
the PUP want to be able to decide penal 
policy in the south without having cross 
border decision making processes in the 6 
counties? Plainly, the UDA and UVF are 
gearing up to formally abandon their 
“cease fire” rather than concede a hint of
democracy through the talks, and Wright’s
death is to be their excuse.

Billy Wright and the LVF didn’t even 
pretend to engage with the peace process. 
Their reward for refusing to cease their 
butchery was face to face meetings with 
Mo Mowlem and David Trimble. There 
are 2 possible explanations for this. Ei­
ther the likes of Mowlem and Trimble sim­

ply think murders of nationalists are ir­
relevant, or they think that the LVF pro­
vide a useful incentive, a bloody re­
minder to the nationalist community of 
what might unfold if the peace process 
fails. Either way, Billy Wright, in life, 
was proof of the sectarian nature of the 
Northern state- in refusing to say any­
thing more than “no”, in carrying out 
sectarian assassinations to block the
path to change with nationalist corpses, 
Wright, a murderer and a bigot, was 
courted by the political establishment 
in London and Dublin as his reward.
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HE<LAWon ••drink-ind-vio^ 
•leiice: is • as foliowsi:: if: you’re:

L:;: working class, you ?re guilty If
• ••••«• • •••••*••• ••••••• • • • • • 

you are a public schoolboy you can • •••••••••• ■•••••*•••«•• • • • ••••>•••• 

:: ktiife someone and get away wfth mur* • 
:; der. If yoii are a pissed up student, it’s 
> just highispiritsi<<<:x:<:^ 
:<<;:<Maric:Barhs^^
:: writer from Sheffield who has- been sent ■ 

: down for 12 years for assault; In June : 
1994hewentouttoapubwithhisbaby 

•:daughter and a:friend.: 15 dirlink $tip<: 
•;dents came into the beer garden and 
: • star ted abusing his friend and they de- 

• ••••••»•••••••• • •••••••••••••••••• wT • •••••

:: cided to: leave;; Tying to get out: they: 
were hassled and when Markturned id:: 
•argue they were attacked; One of ibe i 
students pulled aknifebut dropped it 

■: and Mark got hold of it. By the end of:;: 
• a long struggle Mark and 5 of the stu- ■: 
i dents had received knife injuries. It: was • 
Mar k who wascharged with assault:: <

After a trial whereto CiPS and po^- 
lice withheld and fabricated •evidence:• 
he was convicted; A campaign has been • ■ 
setuptosunporthimandoverturntbe
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