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editorial
On 1st October 1998 the International Monetary Fund announced that the 

world economy was on the brink of recession. Growth forecasts for 
the UK were around 2%-with the UK’s performance the worst of all G7 
economies bar Japan. As ever, it will be working class people who will be expected 

to pay for any loss in profits to our bosses - through job cuts, price rises and cuts in 
services.

A number of features in this issue look at the world economy - at the causes of 
the crisis, at strategies available to the ruling class to resolve the crisis in their 
interests, and at what we can do to assert our interests against theirs. We continue 
the debate on anarchist organisation with a look at the lessons of the Black Pan­
ther Party, and critically examine some ideas put forward by Green Anarchist and 
by Andy Anderson about the theory and practice of resistance today. We follow up 
issue 212’s article on police involvement with Yardie drug dealing with a further 
examination of the connections between “law and order” and the drug trade.

New Labour has time and again sought to play the “race card” as a means of 
dividing our communities and a number of articles focus on anti racist solidarity 
and anti deportation fights. The commitment and resourcefulness demonstrated in 
these reports are precisely the weapons we need to employ in the struggles ahead...
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During the long hot summer two meet­
ings took place in Dover. The ‘heat’ had 
little to do with our British summer and a 
lot to do with the rising tide of racism in 
this predominantly white, inward looking 
town. The meetings in the Catholic So­
cial Club room, offered by the Chaplain 
to the largely Catholic Roma, were held 
to produce a leaflet confronting the nas­
tier racist developments in the Westbury 
Road area of town.

In August the ‘Dover Express’ and 
‘Kent Mercury’ publicised a petition call­
ing for the repatriation of‘all asylum seek­
ers’ signed by 90 residents in Westbury 
Rd. According to the articles, these peti­
tioners represented 50 of the 80 house­
holds on the road. Phrases such as ‘Folke­
stone Road - no-go area’, ‘Asylum Alley’ 
and ‘Refugee Molesters’ headlined resi­
dents’ allegations of sexual harassment

'330'S"

_________________________________________________________________ Home News \ 

Dover residents 
against racism

by refugees, including the molesting of a 
young girl. One woman said she was too 
afraid to go out at night as each time she 
did she was propositioned for sex. An­
other ‘had to give up her job’ for fear of 
returning home along ‘asylum alley’. The 
principal spokesperson, Mrs S. Amos, said 
she wanted no asylum seekers of any creed 
- “How can they come here to live when 
no-one wants them?”

The two papers published hostile 
lead articles, inspired by Jack Straw’s 
new rules, titled ‘Too soft for refugee 
molesters’ on their front pagers. Add 
to this a spate of vicious, hate filled let­
ters in the papers, and you get the gen­
eral picture. In the Westbury Road ar­
ticle residents claimed that asylum seek­
ers receive more benefits, preferential 
housing from the council, drive around 
in flash cars and carry mobile phones! 
One letter writer spoke of his/her dis­
taste for refugees wearing shell-suits and 
playing ball in the park!

And now lets look at the other side of 
the picture. Some weeks ago, just one fam­
ily (Roma) was due to move into a house 
in Westbury Road. The empty house was 
plastered with notices saying ‘asylum 
seekers not wanted’ and a board threaten­
ing to bum them out was placed outside. 
(A disgusted resident came to us with this 
information). The Amos woman, who 
lives next door to this family, placed barbed 
wire around her garden in a gesture of 
welcome and a Roma woman had beer 
poured over her head in the comer pub.

Elsewhere in the town, we were told 
of another arson threat, but no refugee had 
moved anywhere near the person who had 
made it! He is, however, close to the place 
where refugees and some locals play foot­
ball regularly. This regular event is or­
ganised jointly by local Refugee Link, 
IWW, Sol Fed and KSA (Kent Socialist 
Alliance) members and is enthusiastically 
supported by refugees of varying ethnic 
origins; Kurds, Roma and Kosovan Alba­
nians.

In another incident, a Kurdish friend 
of ours was attacked by three youths and 
told to ‘go home’. This man was a victim 
of torture in his ‘home’ country of 
Kazakhstan where, in one attack, his 10 

year old daughter had tried to help her dad 
as the police were beating him. She was 
kicked in the head and left with a broken 
skull, a wound that has never healed. She 
has been deeply emotionally affected by 
the incident.

One accommodation agency recently 
published a list of properties to let; on the 
list appeared in big capitals ‘NO ASY­
LUM SEEKERS’. We investigated and 
the agency said that they felt ‘pressured’ 
into this by landlords. In pubs, on buses, 
people are spreading ‘refugee stories’. I’ve 
heard a man in a pub calling for all refu­
gees entering Dover to be ‘machine 
gunned’, an Italian cafe worker was ver­
bally attacked by people in a supermarket 
who had ‘confused’ her with a refugee and 
an Egyptian resident was told to ‘go 
home’.

When compiling the leaflet we checked 
out the Westbury residents’ allegations - 
they were found, of course, to be false. The 
police had no record of any attacks by refu­
gees against residents. We pointed out that 
refugees get 10% less in benefits than lo­
cals and that they do not get council hous­
ing at all. In the social club room, mem­
bers of AFA, IWW, Sol Fed, the Socialist 
Party, KSA and Refugee Link, Christians, 
Refugees and the non-aligned all sat to­
gether and hammered out the leaflet un­
der the umbrella of ‘Dover Residents 
against Racism’. Members of these groups 
then distributed the leaflet along the 
Westbury, Clarendon and Folkestone Road 
areas.

Meanwhile Dover’s Multi Cultural 
Festival took place in the town-centre park 
on 29th August. The bulk of the work 
had fallen on the shoulders of Refugee 
Link and, in particular, two members. It’s 
important to pay tribute to these two, be-' 
cause it was the first time such an event 
had been attempted in Dover, and involved 
a lot of hard graft. The Festival hosted 
groups playing music from Ireland, Eng­
land, Peru and the Roma tradition; a local 
poet; a Hindu poet; a Unison Italian ice 
cream stall; KSA; AFA and various ‘cul­
tural’ stalls. Most of the audience were 
refugees, but there were some locals. The 
day was a welcome change from the 
rantings of the Westbury true-blues.
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/ Home News

knowle
west
riot

Coming only weeks after the massive 
police mobilisation to prevent “mob vio­
lence” at the Reclaim the Streets demon­
stration at Easter, Bristol police were 
thrown into total disarray when Broadbury 
Road police station in Knowle West was 
attacked by a huge crowd of rioters.

Bottles, bricks and petrol bombs 
rained down on police lines and the sta­
tion following a protest over released child 
killer Sidney Cooke.

Only days earlier residents in St Pauls 

had protested angrily at the idea that 
Cooke should be housed in a bail hostel 
there. When it was later rumoured that he 
had been taken to Broadbury Road, local 
residents came out to voice their objection.

After receiving no hint of confirma­
tion or denial from the police that Cooke 
was being held there, tempers erupted 
when officers in riot gear started lining 
up outside the station. Heavy handed po­
lice tactics coupled with their unswerving 
arrogance was all that was needed to push 
the protest into full scale conflict.

Residents from all parts of Knowle 
converged on the station and gave full vent 
to their anger. The arrival of police rein­
forcements along with dogs and more vans 
only inflamed the situation . Local resi­
dents were having none of it. In the ensu­
ing riot 46 officers were injured, windows 
in the station smashed and several cars set 
alight.

Police had plainly forgotten how 
quickly a community can react against 
them. The following day police spokesmen 

moved swiftly to lay the blame upon “out­
siders” and the catch-all rentamob. Fail­
ing to explain just who these “outsiders” 
and “mob” were. The same mob they 
vowed but failed to stop at the Reclaim 
the Streets demo perhaps ?

The riot delivered a number of mes­
sages. Particularly that out on the council 
estates there is still a genuine hatred of 
the police that can be ignited at any mo­
ment: That places like Knowle can only 
be dumped on for so long before reacting. 
That there are common links between the 
black working class of the inner city and 
the white working class of the estates. That 
the liberal bleaters calling for “calm” and 
“tolerance” are hypocrites in that none of 
them are offering child sex killers a place 
to stay in their homes and communities.

And amongst the dross of the media 
reportage- the sparkle of class war summed 
up by one resident’s quote: “Why doesn’t 
he go to Clifton or Sneyd Park- but I don’t 
suppose there is any chance of that ?”

Bristle, Box 25, 82 Colston St, Bristol 
BS1 5BB___________________________

genetically modified food-
On Monday 20th July, video footage 

sold to HTV by Bristol network ‘i-Con- 
tact’ made top news all day. Bulletins in 
the West of England led with film of, and 
interviews with, exasperated citizens pull­
ing up the Genetically Modified crops 
most of us know to be unsafe. The next 
day HTV’s news editor, John Alcock, got 
a visit from the police. They wanted to 
know who and where the film came from 
and to take a copy as evidence. John made 
it clear that they’d have to get a court or­
der first and handed them a copy of the 
previous night’s broadcast.

Two weeks later the high court ruled 
that it was powerless to interfere with a 
GM test field next to an organic farm in 
Devon despite its illegality. On Mon 3rd 
August i-Contact were tipped off that a 
group from the Genetic Engineering Net­
work may respond by pulling up crops 
again. This time though, cameraman Ben 
Edwards was stopped in his tracks. Be­
fore he’d got any worthwhile film, before 
protesters had even got to the offending 
field, he was arrested with the protesters 
on ‘suspicion of conspiracy to cause crimi­
nal damage’.

Ben was kept in Totnes police station

....polic
for 24 hours while a team from Trinity 
Road police station in Bristol searched his 
home. Fellow i-Contact founder Tony Gos­
ling was there when the police arrived. He 
checked their warrant then watched help­
lessly as the police went through Ben’s 
room earmarking the i-Contact computer, 
video tapes and piles of documents. Tony 
called The Press Gazette who were anx­
ious to cover the story and he was inter­
viewed for about ten minutes by Andrew 
Johnston. When Tony put the phone down 
one of the policemen asked him who he 
had been talking to and Tony told him. 
The cop warned him that by calling the 
press he could be “perverting the cause of 
justice.” The article was subsequently 
pulled. Andrew Johnston claims this was 
an editorial decision of the Press Gazette. 

Keeping a watchful eye on the police 
going through Ben’s room,Tony then 
called HTV’s newsdesk. The news editor 
immediately sent a cameraman round. As 
he arrived outside the five policemen beat 
a hasty retreat with armfuls of Ben’s be­
longings, including the i-Contact compu­
ter and video tapes. HTV’s cameraman 
filmed them as they drove off. This and 
Ben’s overturned bedroom were on HTV

ng the news 
news Tuesday evening. The loss of the 
computer has effectively put i-Contact out 
of action. One their services had been an 
environmental video e-mail list with an 
international list of subscribers.

Ben was released on Tuesday evening 
without charge and bailed to return to 
Totnes on September 24th. The cops re­
fused to return his £2000 digital camcorder 
ensuring no more i-Contact coverage of 
the GM food issue. When Tony contacted 
the inspector, who signed the search war­
rant, he was told the camera would be re­
tained for the foreseeable future as “evi­
dence is prioritised”. When asked how the 
camera could be evidence, the detective 
in charge of the case, Peter Gartrell, 
replied:“we don’t have facilities to copy 
the tape, so we need to keep the camera”. 

Monsanto and their colleagues at 
MAFF were clearly unhappy about the 
coverage HTV gave to the GM issue and 
are certainly involved in a conspiracy far 
more serious than that alleged of the pro­
testers.

From an article by Tony Gosling 
posted on the net. i-Contact video net­
work: c/o 76 Mina Road, Bristol BS2 9XQ. 
Tel/Fax: 0117 914 0188
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Home New\

devon wobbly
success

On 20th August I got a call from Mark 
Harper to say that he had quit his job 3 
seconds before being fired. I drove over 
to Wrafton, a village on the coast of rural 
north Devon and talked with Mark.

We arrived at the church hall before 4 
p.m. to be met by two other Wobs, and the 
President of the local trades council who 
had given Mark some support, but was 
there to recruit to TUC-affiliated unions 
(he had already been to Wobblies' homes 
to persuade them to join TUC unions).

Just before the meeting there was a bit 
of a commotion outside - the factory owner 
(and local Conservative Party big wig) and 
his personnel officer sought entry to the 
meeting. We told them they were not wel­
come at a private workers’ meeting and 
escorted them from the premises. However 
they hung around the hall and this intimi­
dated a number of workers from coming 
in. We decided to turn the screws on them 
by photographing their pathetic attempts 
to bust our union

When I told the meeting what had hap­
pened I got a cheer and applause! 40 work­
ers were there despite Mark’s dismissal 
making it hard to advertise. The TUC rep 
went first saying how important it was for 
workers to be in unions so that they could 
get legal representation in the event of an 
accident. He went on to tell the workers 
to join one of three unions MSF (Manu­
facturing Science and Finance - for super­
visors), AEEU (Amalgamated Engineer­
ing and Electrical Union - skilled mainte­
nance workers) and TGWU (Transport 
and General Workers - for production 
workers). He said that being in an affili­
ated union was very important, but didn’t 
say why and then said the IWW offered 
some opposition to the TUC.

First thing I did was point out the ab­
surdity of workers in one factory being split 
into three unions. I then explained how 
the IWW was indeed different from the 
TUC in respect of membership control; 
cheaper dues (half remaining with the lo­
cal branch); no political affiliation; no paid 
officers; volunteers carrying out all union 
work, including negotiations, individual 
representation, and taking cases to indus­

trial tribunals; no insurance or ben­
efits. We were based on transnational, 
industrial unionism, and I mentioned 
our organising efforts in the US, 
Canada, Australia and Germany. We 

believed that bosses and workers had noth­
ing in common. I asked a couple of times 
if the workers controlled their own fac­
tory would they run it like it was run? I 
also said we did not recognise anti-union 
laws - if members wanted to break the law 
collectively that is what we would do.

There followed a lively question and 
answer session and the meeting finally 
broke up after an hour. Everybody there 
took an application form and many took 
others to distribute around the plant. A 
couple of workers came to the meeting on 
their day off and some had travelled many 
miles to get there.

We agreed to organise a training course 
for people wanting to become union del­
egates and shop stewards. A couple told 
us there had been a slow down in the plant 
after Mark’s dismissal and, rather than put 
people off, they had been galvanised. We 
waited till 6.30 just in case any night shift 
workers wanted in, however it transpired 
that someone had been signing up twilight 
and night shift workers anyway.

The next day Mark phoned with the 
good news that the workers had decided 
collectively to go IWW. They have elected 
delegates to get things going and are al­
ready working on a set of demands to put 
before the boss. The first is outright rec­
ognition and they want to get membership 
up to 50% (200 workers) quickly. They 
have pages of grievances and at the mo­
ment seem very buoyant.

A very successful time was had by all 
and it's given me a lot of inspiration. If 
nothing else it proves that we have the 
right message and can organise, even 
where there is TUC opposition. Why am* 
I so surprised that we can be this success­
ful? Only one in five UK workers in the 
private sector are unionised and the trade 
unions are having a hell of a lot of trouble 
convincing worker^ of their relevance. 
Having seen the TUC presentation I can 
see why. Maybe just maybe we are on the 
verge of something good.

Kevin Brandstatter IWW-UK 
Solidarity greetings to: Mark Harper, 17 Barn Park, 
Wrafton, near Barnstaple, Devon EX33
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