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editorial
As the twentieth century draws to a close, things are looking shaky for the New 

World Order and its supporters. The economic crisis in South East Asia indicates a 
deeper problem with the rule of finance capital, as well as the hypocrisy of capitalism’s 
rent-a-quote army of “experts.” Before the crisis, investors rushed to the region and all 
proclaimed its commitment to “free market” principles. After it began, the “statism” which 
made these regimes the (economic) envy of the world was suddenly discovered by the 
right and their old positions placed in the Memory Hole.

With the collapse of SE Asia, the supporters of capitalism have redoubled their claims 
that America is the model for the rest of the world, ignoring the fact that its current 
economic upturn is the weakest since the Second World War. In Britain, the lowering of 
interest rates indicates that the Thatcherite/Blairite economic order is less secure than 
they used to claim. Across the world, the effects of the rule of finance capital are being 
felt more strongly. Reality is over-coming the hype but it seems unlikely that the world’s 
ruling elites will do anything about it until it’s too late. The religion of the maiket still has 
its hold over many, removing possible solutions from the hands of capital in case they 
strengthen working class power (still capital’s bogey, even after all these years).

What has this to do with anarchism? Simply, if we are facing an economic crisis, 
anarchists may just as well make use of it and redouble their activities in presenting real, 
practical alternatives to both state and capitalism. The publishing of Daniel Guerin’s No 
Gods, No Masters by AK presents the constructive nature of anarchist ideas and theory, 
showing us all that we have a rich and powerful body of ideas and experiences to build 
upon. They just need to be put into practice. This issue of Black Flag contains many 
articles on people doing just that. Hopefully they will inspire more resistance and activity 
elsewhere. Guerin’s book also indicates the importance of theory and reading the works 
of past theorists of anarchism, which also is the theme of Gary Hayter’s article on 
Kropotkin’s classic The Conquest of Bread. We need to combine theory and practice, 
ensuring they inform each other.

This may seem like we are stating the obvious to fill up space, but it is not. We have 
been facing difficult times for the past 20 years and it’s easy to forget that anarchism is a 
practical and powerful set of ideas. Given that the left is either stuck in the quagmire of

olshevism or embracing the discredited neo-liberalism of our rulers, there is a golden
opportunity for anarchist ideas. We may fail, but if we do nothing we definitely will!
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Home News \

Irish peace 
process -

gests loyalist paramilitaries are 
behind these sectarian attacks. 
Since the murder of Brian Serv­
ice there has been a steady rise 
in the number of sectarian at­
tacks. They are not isolated and 
appear to be planned.”

On 13th December loyalists 
poured petrol through the door 
of a young woman in the 
Graymount are of North Bel­
fast, in an attack reminiscent of 
that which killed the three Quinn 
children in Ballymoney earlier 
in the year. In recent months 12 
catholic families have been in­

•X'X’V*'***

The connection between the British 
state, official Unionism and the Loyalist 
paramilitaries has been consistently docu­
mented, not least the involvement of Brit­
ish agent Brian Nelson in procuring weap­
ons for Loyalist death squads in their tar­
geting of the nationalist community.

Those who think that, following the 
April "peace agreement”, such tactics have 
been abandoned in favour of cosy chats at 
No. 10, will need to maintain a wilful igno­
rance to uphold their views.

Nobel Peace Prize winner David Trimble 
has refused to sit with Sinn Fein members 
in an executive of ministers or facilitate the 
creation of cross-border bodies, until the 
IRA begins to decommission its arms. The 
April Agreement explicitly separates the 
political and decommissioning processes, 
and Trimble’s argument is therefore not 
supported by the terms of the Agreement. 
The decommissioning process is not in­
tended to conclude until May 2000. 
Decommissioning, as far as Trimble and 
Blair are concerned, will take place at the 
point of a gun. In early December the Loy­
alist Volunteer Force staged a token 
handover of weapons, thus increasing the 
political pressure on the IRA to join the 
handover. The LVF have been implicated 
in the worst sectarian killings. Their links 
to the RUC and British intelligence are well 
documented. It is fair then to assume their 
sudden commitment to peace may be Brit­
ish intelligence-inspired. It can surely be 
no coincidence that their new-found em­
brace of the Agreement came alongside the 
emergence of a “new” force, the Red Hand 
Defenders, who, on 31st October, killed a 
north Belfast catholic, Brian Service. The 
same evening they attacked a Catholic- 
owned bar, and later abducted and threat­
ened a nationalist youth. Throughout No­
vember, Loyalist gangs have been involved 
in attacks on homes in nationalist areas. 
Homes in New Lodge and Glengoland were 
attacked. North Belfast Assembly member 
Gerry Kelly noted “It is clear there is a de­
gree of organisation involved which sug­

timidated into moving out of the area fol­
lowing orchestrated loyalist attacks.

RUC harassment of the nationalist com­
munity has been stepped up. In November 
a 60 strong RUC squad smashed into the 
Ballymurphy home of the McManus fam­
ily, screaming “Lie down, or you’re dead.” 
Republican activists have been consist­
ently harrased in Lurgan. Four nationalists 
who attended the Patten Commission (on 
reorganising the RUC) public hearings in 
North Belfast have been told by the RUC 
they are now on a Loyalist death list. At an 
inquest into the killing of Terry Enwright 
and Edmond Treanorby loyalists in Janu­
ary, an RUC inspector was forced to admit 
that the gun used in the killing belonged to 
a member of the RUC. He claimed the 
weapon was stolen.

Under New Labour’s peace process, the 
old rules still apply. The nationalist com­
munity are told the game has been changed 
again. Regardless of what the Agreement 
says, you can now only play if you disarm. 
The Red Hand Defenders are then rolled 
out to hint at worse to come if the national­
ists don’t “lie down”. Meanwhile the LVF’s 
strings are pulled to reclaim the moral high 
ground as an attempt to delegitimise the 
Republican movement’s retention of its 
arms in its own defence.

Sinn Fein’s Jim Gibney has said that 
there must be no glass ceiling for national­

ists in a new Ireland. On the evidence, the 
new looks little different from the old, and 
there’s for sure, no glass ceiling, just an 
RUC boot.

gandalf
The last two of the Gandalf Defend­

ants, Paul Rogers, now called Paul Free 
Speech, and Robin Webb won their case 
when the Can't Prosecute Sendee finally 
gave up on Hampshire cops attempts to 
stitch up anarchists and eco-activists for 
reporting direct action.

roger Sylvester
On Jan 11th, 8 coppers went to Roger 

Sylvester's house after being told that a 
naked man was “acting very strangely”. 
He was detained under the Mental Health 
Act and taken to St. Ann’s hospital. He was 
seen by a doctor who left the room - during 
the doctor’s absence “Mr.Sylvester went 
all limp and it was obvious that he had col­
lapsed.'' He was then taken to Middlesex 
Hospital where he died 7 days later.

Sylvester, aged 30, was the 42nd black 
person to die at the hands of the police in 
the last decade. The Met are responsible 
for 27 of those deaths. This will be an op­
portunity to see if they have learned any­
thing from the Stephen Lawrence case. We 
won't be holding our breath.
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west
Red South. West (RSW) is a new magazine for the region. It follows in the tradition, of 

the Somerset Clarion in being open to all socialist persuasions, including, alas, the La­

bour Patty. A friend of mine, now in his seventies, recalls his father cycling round the 
villages of Somerset, tryitig io sell the original Clarion and frequently being stoned for his 

efforts to bring enlightenment to the agricultural masses. Hopefully no-one will receive 

similar treatment on behalf of RSW.

Issue 1 was a dozen A4 pages and con­
tained articles on EMU, Liverpool Dock­
ers, workfare etc. A review of a biography 
of Victor Serge contained the tiresome as- 
sertion that the Kronstadters were 
"...soundbut desperate and confused" and 
"vulnerable to being hijacked by counter 
revolutionaries." Serge’s support for the 
Leninist counter-revolution in his book Year 
One is embarrassing for anyone reading it 
objectively. In his Memoirs of a Revolu­
tionary he goes some way to redress the 
balance by recognising that the reason for 
the situation in 1921 was that, "emergent 
totalitarianism had already gone half-way 
to crushing us."

Perhaps a little more relevant to our 
times was an article on the successful RMT 
action for a 37-hour week, agreed in 1996 
but subsequently linked to "restructur­
ing". in which 80% voted for strike action. 
The management sought a High Court in­
junction but this was thrown out with costs 
of u40,000. So the company, Wales and 
West, decided to victimise Alex Gordon, 
Bristol RMT branch secretary, for speak­
ing to the press while on the picket line. 
The bosses then faced an ultimatum from 
the workers and conceded defeat.

Issue 2 has 16 pages with a wider range 
of articles. For footie fans there’s the “Al­
ternative World Cup", organised by Bris­
tol Sunday football club “The Easton Cow­
boys". This brought together 11-a-side 
teams from Germany, Poland, Norway, Ire­
land, France, Belgium and South Africa. It 
was held at the village of Thorncombe in 
Dorset. The event arose from, “a fusion of 
the thrash/punk music scene, anti-fascism, 
the love of the great game and a healthy 
attitude to drinking (i.e. as much as possi­
ble)." The tournament was won by the team 
from South Africa, the Deipkloof Eleven 
Experience.

Centrepiece of issue 2 (Autumn) is an 
interview, by Dave Chapple, with Graham 
Short of Plymouth whose name will be fa­
miliar to many readers of Black Flag as 
Graham has been around the anarchist 
movement since the early seventies. From 
school rebel to union rebel and on to anar­
chism and the setting up of the Plymouth 
Community Workshops as a centre for “an 
explosion" of alternative movements: 
womens’ lib, drugs, schooldkids, 
antiracism, gays, anti-psychiatry, anar­
chists, strike support, claimants, greens, 
squats and Trots. And you thought noth­
ing ever happened in the West country.

There is much more in this interview 
than this brief review of RSW can give; on 
Graham’s involvement with the Fine Tubes 
Strike, the subtle changes to Graham’s 
ideas, the Left in Plymouth, the 1972 Build­
ing Workers’ Strike and anti-fascist work 
taking us up to the 1980’s. The interview 
ends with the intriguing, “but Graham Short 
and Plymouth after 1980 is another tale". 
We look forward to part two.

There are pieces on the Liverpool 
Dockers’ establishment of their own labour 
supply agency, GM crops, the BNP and 
paedophiles in Somerset, successful local 
wildcat actions by postal workers, CLR 
James, Gandalf, the economic situation and 
the Communist Manifesto. Red South West 
is a good read and may well succeed in 
bringing together yet more readers and 
activists from across the region in “oppos­
ing all that Hague, Ashdown and Blair 
stand for." The successful conference on 
14th-15th November ’98 at Bridgwater was 
a start. You can obtain copies of Red South 
West from 1 Blake Place Bridgwater TA6 
5 AU or Exeter Left Group c/o The Flying 
Picket PO Box 185 Exeter EX4 4EW, subs 
@ £5 per four issues.

angry youth
fighting work

experience
The Angry Youth Group in Edinburgh 

are fighting against what they call “bore­
dom, skivvying and harassment" in the form 
of work experience that kids today are ex­
pected to do. They state “the only training 
you will receive is how to be an obedient 
worker, how to do as your told... and if 
you’re unfortunate you can work for them 
for the next 45 years of your life!"

Angry Youth are keen to link up with 
others doing similar things, they can be 
contacted at:

Angry Youth, 17 West Montgomery 
Place, Edinburgh EH7 5LA 

e-mail: angry@punk.org.uk

’ ’ workfare 
international” 

e-mail List
There is a new e-mail discussion list for 

those around the world resisting the 
spread of what is loosely known as 
“workfare”.

Workfare, for the purposes of this fo­
rum, refers to the practice of attaching co­
ercive and punitive conditions to welfare, 
income support, charitable, etc. benefits, 
and is not simply work-for welfare. It in­
cludes all practices which make the receipt 
of income support conditional on under­
taking some service, activity, training, medi­
cal or psychiatric treatment or the like. 

Send your request to: WORKFARE - 
owner@onelist.com and you will be sub­
scribed manually.

wrafton union
update

In BF 215 we reported on an IWW or­
ganising effort in Devon. Unfortunately, 
things have’t turned out as well as hoped. 
The victimisation of the organiser and boss 
intimidation has stalled the drive. An at­
tempt by the boss to bring in the reformist 
T&G under a deal was, however, rejected 
by the workers.

What the IWW’s success does show, 
however, is that winning workers to a revo­
lutionary union isn’t as impossible as the 
left would have us believe, even though 
the task itself is huge.
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Home News \

In October 98 claimants groups 
launched a campaign against Reed Employ­
ment UK Ltd, which is administering the 
New Deal in the Hackney and City area of 
London. The campaign aims to draw atten­
tion to this systematic exploitation of the 

unemployed for corporate profit and to 
deter other greedy private agencies from 
sticking their noses in.

Between 30 and 50 of Reed’s High Street 
offices were flyposted. The posters were 
aimed at:

• Reed managers and staff, who seem 
to need reminding that their actions in 
processing claimants for crap low paid jobs 
are not without consequences.

• Other agencies, who can look for­
ward to similar treatment.

• Ordinary members of the public, 
unaware of what Reed are up to.

In April last year, the Daily Telegraph 
reported that Reed had made £14m profits 
the previous year. The Reed Family has a 
fortune of £50m, but they don’t feel they ’re 
rich enough yet. They tried to pay the poor 
sods who administer the New Deal £3000 
less a year than the Employment Service. 
They are also scanuning two fees for each 
claimant placed - one from the government 
and one from the employer.

Haringey Solidarity Group and Hack­
ney Claimants are calling this nation-wide 
campaign against Reed. Claimants and 
workers in Brighton are also about to launch 
a campaign there and dole workers in the 
CPSA are trying to fight against the priva­
tisation represented by Reed. The cam­
paign needs the support of groups 
throughout the country in distributing leaf­
lets outside Reed’s offices, to try and hit 
Reed where it hurts - in the pocket - and 
get them to pull out of the New Deal. 
Contact: HSG, PO Box 2474. London N8 
Reed's Head Office, 6th Floor, Tolworth 
Tower, Tolworth, Surbiton; Tel 0181-399 
5221, fax 0181-390 8860

Media and fascists hound
asylum seekers

Since our last report on the situation of 
asylum seekers in Dover, the attacks on 
them in that town have become more physi­
cal. Fortunately, the hate-mongers have not 
had things all their own way.

Firstly, the fascist National Front 
planned a third march in the town on 5th 
December. They had been getting steadily 
smaller, and this one didn't happen at all. 
The coach company which brings them 
from the West Midlands came under pres­
sure from anti-fascists and cancelled the 
booking. A well-attended anti-fascist march 
was left alone by the police and leafleted 
the town centre.

Instead, 29 NF turned up in Dartford, 
to try to capitalise on hostility to Roma­
nian asy lum seekers who had arrived in the 
town earlier. The men had all been detained, 

but the women and children wzere held in a 
disused ward at Joyce Green hospital. Af­
ter hounding from the local press and rac­
ists, they were moved, first to a supposed 
“luxury” hotel in Gravesend (first time I’ve 
ever heard Gravesend and luxury in the 
same sentence), then to Sittingbourne and 
then on to a secret location, all the while 
being chased by the NF and the press. 
Unsurprisingly, some of them decided this 
w as exactly the sort of treatment they w ere 
trying to escape and opted to return to 
Romania.

National papers like The Sun and the 
Mail have stirred the pot of bigotry7, but 
most prominent among the local hate-rags 
has been the Dover Express. Its incitement 
to racial hatred has got so bad the editor, 
Nick Hudson, has been interviewed by the 

police. He has also complained that he was 
set up by the BBC after he was the only 
racist on a Radio 4 programme and that 
there “were a lot of black people in the au­
dience.”

Undeterred, the NF tried again to march 
in Dover in January. About 30 nazis caine 
down from London, and despite there be­
ing only three days notice, local anti-fas­
cists mobilised a bigger contingent and 
hampered the NF march all the way. Unfor­
tunately, three of them were nicked (one 
on an outstanding charge) as Kent police 
stopped doing anything else in the rest of 
the county for the day.• •

Send messages of support to Dover 
Residents Against Racism, c/o Refugee 
Link, PO Box 417 Folkestone, Kent CT19 
4GT
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