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editorial

Tony Blair has helpfully told us that the class war is over. Remember this when they bring the war 
against drugs into your living room and as social housing, built and paid for by working class people, 
is sold off for city profits. We can all feel pleased with ourselves after June 18 but, no matter how 
many times we watch the video, exploitation and oppression continue all over the world.

JI8 wasn't explicitly anarchist - a lot of the international action had little connection with what 
we would recognise as anarchist politics. Militant grass-roots action has never been the sole preserve 
of anarchists. We look at groups and movements around the world and close to home and see people 
we don’t think we agree with fighting the same struggles in different ways. We certainly haven't got 
all the answers. But one thing we do know - all around the world the class war continues.

Meanwhile, you may have noticed a few changes around here... yes, you guessed it, Black Flag has 
had a much-needed, complete redesign. After all, if we propose a revolutionary transformation of 
society, we shouldn’t be afraid of embracing a little change for ourselves. Hopefully, it also helps 
communicate our message more effectively, in a more accessible, contemporary and visually appeal­
ing way. We hope you like it - your feedback on the new look is actively encouraged.

After this redesign we’ll be changing the name to BF, appearing on Channel 4 a lot and disappear­
ing up our own arses into academia. Sadly this is only as true as the sayings of Blair: we're still at 
least as broke as any other anarchist magazine and, without admitting to intellectual bankruptcy 
too, we welcome both financial and written contributions.
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Social Cleansing & the End of Council Housing
At the end of the 19th century, 
local authorities started build­
ing housing for the poor. 
Charitable trusts and co-oper­
ative societies also built homes 
for working class people, but 
councils came to dominate 
housing in most districts, and 
particularly in the bigger cities. 
Though council housing prod­
uced some awful homes, and in 
the late 60s and early 70s arro­
gant architects were allowed to 
inflict their brutal theories on 
us, most of what was built was 
better than what went before.

sector borrowing, and that this 
investment will offset any 
other disadvantages. These 
disadvantages include chang­
ing tenancies from secure to 
assured, which makes it easier 
for the new landlord to evict 
tenants. Rents will rise to pay 
for the extra borrowing, 
though the companies say they 
will be pegged for five years or 
so (by which time Housing 
Benefit will have been slashed 
further and the poorest will be 
priced out of their homes). As 
council stock is fragmented, 

For almost every local housing company, 
there is a campaign fighting against it

For 18 years the Tories 
attacked council housing with 
the divisive right to buy policy, 
ballots for different landlords, 
and so on. With the exception 
of right to buy, these policies 
failed. Tenants, when faced 
with the choice of the devil 
they knew or the devil they 
didn’t, always opted for the 
council. Right to buy worked 
because it tapped into tenants' 
wishes to have more control 
over their homes as well as 
appealing to the greedy.

But after 18 years of surviv­
ing Tory attacks, council hous­
ing is going. As a local housing 
manager told me recently, “we 
survived all the Tory attacks 
and now we (meaning the 
Labour Party) are selling them 
off." Every council which still 
has it is setting up "local hous­
ing companies” to take over the 
stock. And for almost every 
local housing company, there is 
a tenants’ or workers’ cam­
paign fighting it.

Perhaps the best known 
transfer was harca in Tower 
Hamlets, where a very narrow 
majority on the relevant est­
ates voted to transfer out of 
the council’s control. So, what 
are these local housing com­
panies, and why are they being 
pushed? Their advocates say 
they will be able to invest in 
housing, unlike councils 
restricted by rules on public 

management costs will rise as 
a proportion, and tenants will 
get less for their money.

One of the features of all 
the sell-off ballots is that lease­
holders don’t get a vote, even 
though they will be hit by huge 
bills for the improvements 
planned. Fair enough, you 
might think, they made a kill­
ing out of the right to buy. But 
many didn't - lured by the 
fantasy of home-ownership - 
many are stuck in flats that are 
now totally unsuitable (due to 
increase in family size, disab­
ility etc) and which they can 
never sell. Not surprisingly, 
these people would be likely to 
vote no, so they don't get one.

So, as anarchists, do we 
want to be defending control of 
housing by corrupt and power- 
hungry local councillors? 
Clearly no, but we should also 
be clear why we are against 
this wave of sell-offs. They do 
nothing to further tenants' 
control over their own housing. 
Nor do they address the real 
issue - the fact that there is a 
huge shortage of affordable 
homes, particularly acute in 
inner cities where gentrifi­
cation is going on.

In Southwark, South London, 
the council wants to clear three 
popular riverside estates to 
make way for the new London 
Assembly. And while this was 
going on, the Council’s director 

for economic regeneration 
(yuppification?) Fred Manson 
said, “because social housing 
generates people on low 
incomes coming in and that 
generates poor school perform­
ances, middle class people stay 
away." Tenants’groups attacked 
Manson, saying this was about 
class-cleansing, and pushing 
the working class out.

Southwark has huge areas 
of endless council estates built 
by admirers of East European 
Stalinist architecture, but there 
are also enclaves of the middle 
classes. Harriet Harman lives 
there, refusing to send her kids 
to a local school, preferring to 
make them travel an hour and 
a half to a grammar school in 
Orpington. Manson's comm­
ents, though, get it arse about 
face. Where should poor people 
live? They’ve already been 
socially cleansed from Batter­
sea, Wandsworth and the 
posher bits of Clapham (or 
Claa’m as the chinless scum 
who now live there call it). 
There just aren't that many 
choices - live close to your low- 
paid job, your family and 
friends, or move to the soulless 
out-of-town estates.

In Hackney, the council has 
opted for a piecemeal approach 
to privatisation, but the effects 
are already becoming clear. On 
the Haggerston estate, where 
tenants recently lost a ballot, 
the new company has already 
made changes. Where a tenant 
misses an appointment for a 
repair, they are charged a 
callout fee. Insurance has gone 
up by £35, and the estate clean­
ers have had their wages cut by 
at least £1000. Tenants in Tower 
Hamlets and Lewisham have 
both recently voted no to sell­
off plans, and a crucial vote is 
coming up in Coventry. Most 
importantly, tenants need to 
make sure they are properly 
informed. Councils spend 
hundreds of thousands giving 
their view - it's vital that those 
opposed get their facts right. 
There is potential for damage 
when the swp sends ill-inform­
ed students onto estates.

Changing from a secure to an 
assured tenancy that contains 
the same clauses is really not 
the big deal that some people 
have tried to paint it.

It’s important for the ten­
ants’ movement to win more of 
these ballots - the Labour Party 
are considering removing the 
right to vote because they keep 
on losing. But it is not just 
around sell-offs that tenants 
are being ignored. Workers in 
Tower Hamlets recently went 
on strike over plans to intro­
duce a call centre and close 
local estate offices - after ten­
ants had been surveyed and 
said no. The strike was strongly 
supported by tenants' groups 
in the borough and was part­
ially successful in forcing the 
council to back down.

What is needed is a co­
ordinated, nationwide camp­
aign for proper consultation; 
legally-binding ballots for all 

residents on all transfers, dem­
olitions and sell-offs; rents to 
be pegged and kept within 
Housing Benefit limits, and 
councils allowed to borrow to 
invest in housing. Tenants will 
generally find willing allies 
among workers in housing, 
who are sick of seeing cuts in 
jobs and services and endless 
re-organisations just to 
massage bureaucrats’ egos. 
If you want to help resist 
the end of council housing, 
why not get in touch with the 
Defend Council Housing 
Campaign, on 0171 254 2312. ■
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For anyone who didn't notice 
-the June 18 occupation of the 
City of London (the financial 
district) was a riotous success. 
Attracting a diverse crowd it 
was the first demo in living 
memory (mine anyway) spe­
cifically against capitalism 
- no demands, no appeal to 
the government or the tuc to 
do anything.

A year's worth of planning 
paid-off on the day, maps and 
thousands of carnival masks 
were handed out free, provid­
ing some protection from the 
omnipresent cameras. Inspir- 
ingly, there was a move away 
from the passive street party 
punter waiting to be entertain­
ed. People worked collectively 
with friends and strangers and 
planned actions went off 
alongside spontaneous ones.

The liffe building was 
stormed with hand-to-hand 
fighting up and down the 
escalators; Lloyds was evac­
uated; the Bank of England, the 
Stock Exchange and a flash 
restaurant (amongst others) 
were attacked and a showroom 
of Mercs was sent off to the big 
repair shop in the sky. The dam­
age assessors list is endless 
and, in the eurovision rioting 
stakes, put London in at 
number one for the first time 
in years.

By Monday the boards were 
replaced with glass and the 
graffiti was getting steam- 
cleaned off. Since then the 

arrest lists have grown. What 
was it all about then? First, and 
most obviously, it did put 
protest back on the map. Every 
five or six years the extra- 
parliamentary opposition has 
to kick some butt just to show 
that we are not just armchair 
theoreticians. But protest, no 
matter how violent, can be just

Reed Employment, New Deal 
entrepreneurs, were targeted 
but closed for the day with 
posters saying what good work 
they do. Relations between 
ordinary city workers and prot­
esters were much better than 
at the Stop the City demon­
strations of the 80s. Builders on 
Finsbury Square were on strike 

There was a move away from the passive street party 
punter waiting to be entertained. People worked 
collectively with friends and strangers and planned 
actions went off alongside spontaneous ones.

a big tantrum - and just as 
pointless. If the day was just 
what people built-up to, for the 
whole of last year, and was 
then all they talked about till 
next year, it would be as much 
use as those big peace marches 
we used to mock.

The two main pieces of 
propaganda for the action, the 
mock paper Evading Standards, 
given out on the day, and 
Squaring up to the Square Mile, 
a pamphlet that described 
what the different city com­
panies do, cannot be seen as 
representative of all those that 
took part in the action at every 
level. The day was not just 
about how naughty finance 
capital is. People on the 
demonstration included those 
well aware of how their own 
bosses screw them directly.

over the sacking of a safety rep, 
but weren’t the only ones who 
were into what was going on.

The media wrote a lot about 
the use of the internet to org­
anise and to propagate the J18 
protests, some commentators 
appearing to suggest that this 
was some sort of abuse of the 
media. Expect more calls for 
internet censorship and con­
trol. There were however very 
few imaginative counter­
measures. There were some 
(failed) attempts to hack the 
server for the J18 discussion list, 
notably from 'gatekeeper. 
herbertsmith.com’, someone at 
a large city law firm that, from 
the look of things, knows less 
about the law and about 
‘information technology' than 
they claim.

Top investigative work from

The Sunday Times Insight team 
revealed that we were paid to 
riot. A trader told a journalist 
that two students told him 
they had been given a bus 
ticket, £30 and a packed lunch 
to come from Nottingham to 
riot. Rts have been strangely 
reticent on this one and 
attempts to get refunds have 
been met with bureaucratic 
demands for receipts and proof 
of rioting.

Friday’s Evening Standard, 
always first with the facts, 
carried the good news that very 
little had happened. Evading 
Standards had been closer to 
the truth, even though it was 
printed well before June 18. 
Still, the story had originally 
come from the police chief who 
announced, as the Critical Mass 
set oft at 8.00 am, "not many 
people have turned up and we 
are expecting a low-key day."

Despite all the chaos and 
the damage,‘city sources’ 
claimed that blitz spirit had 
meant that no trading was 
lost. Most of the city workers 
spent the day at home, hang­
ing out of windows or being 
unable to get back from lunch. 
The liffe building was appar­
ently closed for some reason in 
the afternoon. Le Ouai rest­
aurant was far from empty 
when people turned up for a 
takeaway well after lunchtime. 
All of which begs the question, 
when do these people do any 
work anyway? ■
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All Around the World
Outside London and internat­
ionally, June 18 went off mostly 
as party or street theatre.
Glasgow had a big noisy 
parade and there were occu­
pations in Edinburgh in the 
weeks before J18. Theatrical
Zapatistas featured from South 
Korea to Boston. It kicked off in 
the hippie paradise of Eugene, 
Oregon [see Prisoners, this 
issue] and the cops chased 
punks around in la. In Europe it 
was mostly quiet (apart from 
the sound systems) but 
demonstrators braved a total 
ban on demonstrations in
Belarus and held a picket of 
Macdonald’s in the city centre. 
The Czechs started early, to 
avoid disappointment and 
managed to get their rioting 
done before rain stopped play 
on their June 18 demo. It is 
difficult to assess the impact of 
the actions and who was invol­
ved in different places from the 
different reports.

No Laughing Matter
Koln in Germany was the ven­
ue for the G8 summit and with 
characteristic good humour, 
Koln cops arrested at least 20 
people in an operation to 
prevent a‘Laugh Parade' 
against the G8 summit. 350 
people from the Intercontin­
ental Caravan were surrounded 
by police on their way to the 
city centre. Amongst those 
arrested was Vijhay Jawandhia, 

president of the Inter-State
Coordination Committee of 
Farmers’ Organisations, and his 
wife. People from the Caravan 
were beaten-up and pushed to 
the ground while the cops 
racially abused them. At least 
two demonstrators needed 
medical support. 500 European 
supporters were also surround­
ed at another station but were 
treated a lot better by the 
police. The Intercontinental 
Caravan for Solidarity and 
Resistance had made a protest 
tour through Europe for one 
month. Apart from India, the 
participants also came from 
Brazil, Bangladesh, Nepal, 
Mexico, Colombia, Pakistan, 
Chile and the Ukraine. They 
took part in actions in eleven 
countries of Europe in the run 
up to June 18.

Uruguay
The Montevideo June 18 Net­
work occupied the main square 
of the Old Town (the financial 
centre). At about 12.30 a type of 
trade fair was set up with stalls 
on various themes: work (sell­
ing cheap labour and focusing 
on child labour), education 
(where public education could 
be acquired for a modest price 
and the education reform was 
questioned), plastic (with a pvc 
jockey riding the Pollution
Plastisaurus, spotlighting non- 
returnable bottles and
packaging (we're experiencing 
an invasion of these) and 

rejecting pvc), Local Culture 
(with a test to see how global­
ised and how Uruguayan we 
are), TV (as the manipulator of 
our lives), Consumption (show­
ing us how to be perfect 
consumers and have a clear 
conscience) and Commun­
ication, (criticising the prohib­
ition of community and free 
radio stations). Also partici­
pating were some trade unions 
involved in disputes such as 
the one with Cristaleri’as del 
Uruguay. They locked-out their 
employees, leaving them in the 
street and Uruguay without its 
only glass factory. The unions 
brought along a cardboard fac­
tory with an exhibition about 
glass. The fishworkers' union 
also attended with placards 
protesting about their situa­
tion. Also present were the 
workers of the 'El Cine' super­
market who have been in occ­
upation of the supermarket for 
the last two months.

The square was decorated 
with balloons and posters. A lot 
of noise was made which att­
racted the attention of passers­
by who had a look at our trade 
fair and listen to the music. 
Most stalls were made of mat­
erials skipped and recycled 
from the streets and with 
posters taken from this year’s 
elections. The second action of 
the day was a a really lively 
parade along the main streets, 
with singing, stilt-walkers, 
jugglers, puppets, the Plasti­

saurus and the glass factory 
occupying the streets and en­
tering into the Stock Exchange, 
the Banco de Montevideo (to 
the surprise of the staff) and 
passing in front of the Ministry 
of Housing & the Environment 
and McDonald’s, where we 
stayed for a while singing and 
getting in the way. The day 
finished with a puppet show 
about the media, which ended 
up with the burning of a card­
board television.

Bouncing All the Way to 
the Banks
Czech J18 actions started on a 
hot Saturday afternoon, on 
May 22, with the first street 
party outside Prague taking 
place in Brno with over 800 
people, a sound system, bands 
and infoshops. At about 5.00 
pm the crowd took to the 
streets, blocking traffic in town 
and marching through Brno 
without any arrests.

On June 5 there was the 
third Prague street party. The 
date was set to welcome the 
Intercontinental Caravan. It 
was another hot day with some 
7000 gathered in the centre of 
Prague. There were seven 
mobile sound systems and live 
concerts with ska and punk 
bands, a lot of infoshops, veggie 
food, DiY-culture, drummers, 
tearoom, fire show and much, 
much more.

After the ‘official’ event end­
ed, people joined the protest -> 
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