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“The State is violence, 
domination by violence; 
masked where possible, 
9pen and brutal if 
necessary."

Mikhail Bakunin. 
There’s been a lot of

nonsense talked about vio­
lence during the miners 
strike.And violence,by 
the State or by people 
in opposition to it,is* 
problematic for some 
people,even on the Left. 
Anarcho-syndicalists,on 
the other hand,have a 
very clear perspective 
on this.

TRAITORS

During the miners1 
strike,traitors like 
Kinnock and Willis have 
used picket-line viol- 
ence(by the strikers, 
iind,ndt the police)as u

the excuse to cover 
their betrayal of the 
people they claim to be 
representative of.Their 
cowardice will have sick 
ened many strikers and- 
their supporters^spec­
ially those who have been 
on the receiving end of 
“law and order’1 as meted 
out by the police during 
the strike,while Kinnock 
and Willis were nowhere 
to be seen.

3CARGILL

Although there is much 
in Arthur Scargill’s 
brand of socialism with 

I* ■

which we anarcho-syndi­
calists would disagree, 
the man has to be res­
pected for having 
steadfastly refused, 
despite great pressure,to 
condemn NUM members for 
defending themselves as 
best they can,while all 
about traitors sneered 
and cowards flinched.

At the other end of 
bourgeois politics from 
Kinnock and Willis,after 
the Brighton bombing the 
Government tried to use 
the event to criminalize 
all opposition.Thus 
McGregor compared the 
bombing to what had 
been happening on the 
picket lines.

STATE VIOLENCE

The State is violence 
institutionalised;repre­
ssion and containment of 
unrest on behalf of the 
ruling class.The apparatus 
of this domination are 
the police and the courts 
—as we’ve seen throughou 
the course of the miners’ 
strike.When the police 
lines are breached the 
armed forces come into 
play,as in Uister.And 
when the ruling classes 
of different states fall 
out they throw their 
armies at each other(at 
least,before they got 
nuclear weapons;now we 
are all conscripts,).The 
result is,and has been 
throughout history,the

slaughter of millions of 
poor people in the wars 
q£ their masters.When the 
State condemns political 
opponents for resorting 
to violence(as for inat- 
ance in the case of the 
IRA)it talks with its 
hands dripping with the 
innocent blood of gener­
ations. •

ETHICAL PERSPECTIVE

Having established,! 
hope,that the State is 
violence,what then sHould 
our response be to the 
violence of people who, 
for a variety of reasons, 
clash with the State?It 
cannot be a blanket con­
demnation of violence.
since anarcho-syndical- Thatcher,McGregor,and 
ists are neither pacifists their class.And despite 
nor opportunists like all their condemnations
Kinnock.We recognise the 
legitimate right of 
people to defend them­
selves from oppression 
and injustice,and also 
to go on the offensive 
against their oppressors 
However,as with our pol­
itics generally,we view 
violence with an ethical
perspective.The indiscrim­
inate bombings of various 
nationalist groups around 
the world for instance 
are indefensible—though 
even here we look at the 
disease,not the symptoms 
whether it be the British 
presence in Ireland,the 
disinherited Palestinians 
or whatever.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR DEATH 
The killing of the

of concrete dropped from 
an overhead bridge while 
taking a scab to work in 
South Wales is a case’in.
point.We regret the 
death,more sincerely than 
the likes of Thatcher and 
Kinnock.Whenever workers 
are set against workers 
it’s the boss that stands 
to gain(and it’s the boss 
that’s set them against 
each other,usually).Thus 
we lay the responsibility 
for this death and the 
several others of strikers 
(which were quickly for­
gotten by the media) 
squarely at the feet of
Thatcher,McGregor,and

of violence on the 
picket lines,traitors 
like Kinnock and "Willis 
bear a responsibility too 
for with their betrayal 
they have aided the 
bosses and prolonged the 
strike.

JUDASES

Long after Willis has
received his thirty pieces 
of gold(like his mates
Lord Chapple and Lord : 
Murray),history will con­
demn the real violence of 
the last 'll months; the 
threatened destruction of 
thousands of livelihoods 
and entire communities,the 
use of legal thugs.

abolish prisons they don't work

Capitalist society 
is chaotic and disorg­
anised,a breeding ground 
for the anger and frust­
ration that build up 
when people are constant 
ly exposed to degradation 
and insult.lt isn’t 
surprising that violence, 
rape,theft and addiction 
are rife,or that working­
class people take out 
their tensions on each 
other,even though we. 
should stick together as 
a class and direct our

does some good——at the 
ruling class who benefit 
from all this misery.

The ruling class and 
its protector the State 
are in fact the biggest
gang of criminals,murd­
erers and gangsters 
going—except that they 
are all LEGAL!The answer
they propose for every­
one else is punishment, 
largely in prisons.In 
this sense,ALL prisoners 
are political prisoners.

Prisons are there to 
inflict violence and 
harm and ke'ep us all in 
line through fear.

The only answer to 
prisons is not to reform 
them,but to abolish the 
system they reflect in 
all its insanity,stup- 
idity and ignorance.

Once the causes of 
crime have been done away

I was disgusted and 
norrified at the prim­
itive conditions...The 
food was foul...I remem­
ber on two occasions, 
finding cockroaches in 
the potatoes...! broke 
my tooth after biting 
grit which was in the 
cabbage...They resorted 
to holding back my mail, 
tearing it up on three 
occasions... one member of 
the censor’s staff said 
"Red fascist scum like 
you should be shot—— 
Maggie is too bloody 
soft"...an inmate suffer­
ing from severe back pain 
...could not stand it.. 
After being refused pain

FROM A LETTER RECENTLYTHE ABOVE EXTRACTS COME
SENT TO D.A. FROM STRANGEWAYS PRISON IN MAN 
CHESTER,DESCRIBING CONDITIONS THERE. • ____ _____ REGIONAL 
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with,in a classless soc­
iety with new living 
conditions,people will 
develop new relationships 
based on mutual love and 
respect for the needs of 
all.

Certain crimes and

wrist with a half broken 
razor in the toilets.lt 
later turned out that he 
had kidney stones which 
required an emergency 
operation...Inmates were 
given the liquid cosh foi 
not obeying petty rules.. 
..an inmate forced to a 
strip cell because he 
refused to take his med­
icine which was causing 
him to vomit and it turn 
ed out that the inmate 
had an ulcer which had 
burst...this gestapo typ 
cruelty should end befor 
some unfortunate inmate 
is killed...

hang-ups may persist 
for,a while,but shall we 
punish,or practice more 
humane methods of res
traint without vengeance 
and cruelty?This would do
a lot । tore to protect a i
society offering no con-: 
ditions for crime to ; 
thrive.People are quite ; 
capable of dealing with 

■ problems themselves--we
don’t need politicians, 
police,prisons or "ex- 
perts"--we need freedom 
and equality.
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