
THIS AUTUMN will see the Poll Tax bird 
come home to roost. A whole range of 
conflicts, enflamed by the Poll Tax and 
fanned by inflation and the current oil crisis, 

will set Britain alight. The ideological assault 
on the principle of collective service provision 
will reach its head. We have only one 
choice—to fight it. To waver will mean the des­
truction of local services as we know them, the 
destruction of thousands of jobs, as private pro­
fiteers move in to replace local councils.

We have never had any love for, or illusions 
in, local councils, whatever shade they might 
be. However, the Poll Tax is not aimed at the 
councils themselves, but at the services they 
provide. It makes cuts inevitable, and those cuts 
will fall hardest on ‘soft’ areas such as edu­
cation. Next financial year, the so-called ‘safety 
net’, will begin to be phased out in many auth­
orities. This means that those areas which bene­
fited from subsidy this year, will have to raise 
the Poll Tax next year. Even Wandsworth, who 
had so much subsidy that anywhere else it 
would have meant a negative Poll Tax (ie they’d 
have paid you to live there!) are talking of a rate 
over £400. The government has already made it 
quite clear that they will not tolerate ‘excessive’ 
Poll Tax rates. This means that councils who 
plundered their reserves to keep it low, will be 
capped if it goes up. Add on the effect of non­
payment, and the financial crisis looming is in­
surmountable.

The people who will bear the immediate 
brunt of these cuts will be local council 
workers. Many councils are already attacking 
the conditions of their employees. In some, it is 
blatant, such as Ealing where the new Tory 

administration has ditched all commitment to
equal opportunites amid much pandering to 
racists and bigots, and Bromsgrove in 
Staffordshire where they are forcing pay cuts on 
refuse workers prior to privatisation. In Labour 
controlled authorities they have been slightly 
more subtle, and are bringing in recruitment 
freezes, and trying to victimise activists in pre­
paration for the inevitable struggles over cuts.

September and October will also mark the be­
ginning of mass summonses throughout the 
country for non-payment. Some councils have 
already tried, but most have failed due to the 
action of local campaigns. The effectiveness of 
the anti-Poll Tax movement in slowing up the 
courts is something that clearly worries the 
authorities. This is one of the reasons many of 
the most serious cases arising from the
riot at Trafalgar Square will not be heard till 
this time. It is an attempt by the State to divert 
attention from the numbers of non-payers. We 
must not allow it to happen.

The response of the Labour Party has been its 
usual inadequate, treacherous one. There is 
little support for the return of the rates, and 
most councillors will agree to prosecute non­
payers. We, however, believe that services can 
be provided in a much better way than before. 
As anarchists, we believe that only our class 
can provide adequate services based on need. 
After all, who is it that empties the bins, staffs 
the libraries, maintains the schools and estates;
it certainly isn’t councillors or management 
bureaucrats, it is the workers. But, if we have 
no need of professionals and managers to inter­
cede for us at a local level, do we need them at 
any level?

MESSAGE FROM MANAGUA

»

The right to take to the streets as a form of mass 
protest is not one that can be taken for granted. 
Any attempt by the state to restrict or curtail it 
must initiate a response so determined and over­
whelming that the right to demonstrate is not 
only reaffirmed, but made unquestionable.

The Trafalgar Square Defendants Campaign 
has called for an anti-poll tax demonstration for 
Saturday 20 October in London. A demo­
nstration which will again show the strength of 
the resistance to the poll tax at a time when 
many will be under the threat of court action. A 
demonstration to show solidarity with those 
arrested on 31 March and a demonstration to 
reclaim the right to march without being
attacked by the [•!• lice.

The anti-poll tax movement must rally behind 
the TSDC and support this demonstration. It 
will act as a focus of the resistance for the mil­
lions of people faced with summonses for non­
payment; for those local government workers 
threatened by the cuts and for those people 
being dragged through the show trials resulting 

from 31 March. We must go onto the offensive 
with renewed vigour and have faith in the basis 
on which the campaign was founded—collective 
solidarity—not cowed into submission by police 
truncheons. DEMONSTRATE!

INTERNATIONAL
DAY OF ACTION

The Anarchist Black Cross, at its recent con­
ference, has decided to stage an international 
day of protest on 19 October against the poll-tax 
and in support of all those who oppose it. Fol­
lowing the solidarity of the Polish anarchists 
who staged a demonstration outside the British 
embassy in Warsaw after Trafalgar Square, it 
urges all Anarchists to stage actions against 
British interests abroad in support of the poll
tax resistance.
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have made such a contribution to the spread of 
information on the Soviet anarchist movement.

Syndicalist—striving for the gradual elim­
ination of administration through self­
management and independant federally oriented 
modes of organisation. Means of production 
should pass into the hands of those who work 
on them. ASMTU actively participates in’ 
workers’ political life and economic struggle.

There are also plans to relaunch Golos 
Truda—The Voice of Labour—as a weekly. 
Golos Truda was originally founded by Russian 
emigrees in New York in 1906. In August 1917 
it was re-established in Petrograd and became 
the foremost Anarcho-syndicalist publication 
during the revolution and counter-revolution, 
until its closure by the Bolsheviks.

In 1921 Lenin wrote,‘All this syndicalist non­
sense about manditory nominations of prod­
ucers must go into the wastepaper basket. To 
proceed on those lines would mean thrusting the 
Party aside and making the dictatorship of the 
proletariat in Russia impossible.’ And he was 
right. Anarchism will thrust the party and all 
parties aside, for anarcho-syndicalism em­

powers people with the means to seize control 
of their own lives. It arms people with the 
methods to take what is rightfully theirs and the 
ideas to withstand any dictatorship. As the fas­
cist dictatorship of Franco and his concentration 
camps failed to destroy the CNT, so too has the 
Bolshevik ‘dictatorship of the proletariat’ with 
70 years of terror failed to destroy the destroy 
Anarchism within the Soviet Union.

At a commeroration in June of the victims of 
the army massacre in Nvocherkassk (1962) and 
of the recently murdered comrade Piotr Siouda, 
a member of the Confederation of Anarcho- 
syndicalists said, ‘It’s hard to imagine just how 
popular the anarchist spirit has become in the 
masses. We are strong and will become 
stronger. Anarchist ideas are alive and are 
going to make a big impact! ’.

Soviet Anarcho-Syndicalist Union Formed
NEARLY SEVENTY years after Lenin

had thought he had consigned anarchism

and anarcho-syndicalism to the 
wastepaper basket of history and the people 
who advocated it to his gulags and firing 
squads, it has re-emerged, stronger than ever to 
haunt his heirs. As Leninism and its legacy is 
rejected, so Anarchism is increasingly finding 
new ears willing to listen to its ideas. This May- 
Day past saw the black and red and black flags 
of anarchy being paraded through the streets of 
Moscow bearing the slogans ‘Power to the 
people not the parties’ and ‘Tell us, Com­
munists when is your state going to whither 
away?’. And in May-Day demonstrations from 
Leningrad to Kharkov, Kaluga to Angarsk in
Siberia the anarchists marched. The ideas of 
Anarchism are becoming ever more relevant to 
the people of the Soviet Union, rightly suspic­
ious of the motives of the vultures of Western 
capital and only too aware of the failure of
‘Communism’.

An historic moment in the the continuing dev­

elopment of the anarchist movement in the 
Soviet Union was the launch on 3 June 1990 of 
the anarcho-syndicalist Association of Self­
Managing Trade Unions ‘Resistance’.

Its founding statement states that ASMTU 
‘Resistance’ is:

Free—that is independant of State and party 
organisations and administration. Any relations 
with these bodies are built on the basis of dia­
logue, not subordination. Delegates to ASTMU 
are independent of other organisations they may 
be members of. They are obliged to fulfil their 
mandate given by members of ASTMU and 
may be recalled at any time. ASMTU does not 
support any political party and doesn’t part­
icipate in parliamentary elections.

Self-managing—based on the full autonomy 
of grass-roots union organisations. These form 
coordinating bodies made from their delegates 
and determine the powers of these organs by 
mutual agreement. Grass-roots union or­
ganisations have the right to set the policy of 
their delegates and recall them at any time.
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HOME NEWS

DYING FOR FREEDOM
SEPTEMBER SEES the sixth anniversary of 

Martin Foran’s arrest. It also finds Martin
in a poor state of health, both mentally and
physically. Martin finally saw an outside con­
sultant who was very concerned with his con 
dition, but offered little in the way of hope. 
Martin is faced with a choice between an oper­
ation which could very well kill him or to con­
tinue in his present state of ill health with the 
condition of his colostomy gradually deter­
iorating. Meanwhile as the infection of his col­
ostomy and discharge from his eye remains un­
treated, the Home Office still maintain that he
has ‘received the best medical treatment in the
country’. This despite the fact that ‘Dr.’ Flood, 
the doctor who deliberately disrupted Martin’s 
chances of treatment and blocked any move to 
allow him to see an outside specialist, has been 
made to resign. This follow^ a series of com­
plaints and possible cases of negligence against 
him.

The West Yorkshire inquiry into the West 
Midland Serious Crime Squad (WMSCS) is 
now in its second year. In that time they have 
only prepared two reports out of the 705 
allegations against the 56 WMSCS officers 
(against whom 513 of the allegations have been 
made) and 129 other officers. But Martin 
cannot wait for the slow machinations of the
state’s damage limitation exercise to 
acknowledge the fact that Martin was framed.
The police-t •II k away his freedom, the prison
authorities took away his health and now the
state is taking away his hope. We must secure

the release of this man who has fought so hard 
for so long before he is crushed. We urge all 
Black Flag readers to take up the shout for 
Martin’s freedom; write to the Home Office; 
join the campaign and attend the actions. 

Free Martin Foran NOW!

Martin Foran Defence Campaign
Box 7 

190 Alum Rock Road 
Birmingham B8 

Tel: 021 327 1187

The Birmingham group meet weekly on 
Thursday evenings and produce a monthly new­
sletter as well as co-ordinating the national 
campaign. They also do many actions and 
pickets for Martin’s case.

Martin Foran Defense Campaign (London)
BCM Foran

London WC1 3XX

The London group meet on the first Thursday 
evening of every month at Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Sq. WC2 (next meeting 6 Sept). They hold 
a regular picket of the Home Office on the first 
Weds of every month between 12 and 2 pm.

Home Secretary
Home Office 

50 Queen Annes Gate 
London S W1 

Tel: 071 273 3000

FREEDOM NOW FOR MARTIN FORAN

WED 5th September
HOME OFFICE

MARTIN FORAN DYING FOR JUSTICE

queen_anne^gate]
FsTmmeTpark tube

On Sept 10 1984 Martin Foran was arrested 
and subsequently sentenced to six years 
for a robbery he never committed.
In 1985 he got another six years and a 
serious beating when he had to take a screw 
hostage to get medical attention.
Now the cops that framed him are under 
investigation but Martins medical condition 
is critical.
Martin has stood up to the prison system 
for six years.
STAND UP FOR HIM NOW.

12-2 Dm

NATIONAL MARCH FOR MARTIN FORAN 
Sat. 8 September

Assemble Pigeon Park, Birmingham City Centre, 11am 
Further details—Birmingham support Group

82 Innocent

Anarcho-Quiz
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Scargill should not be garlanded in the 
pillory, but neither should he be pelted. The 
personal qualities of the individual who is el­
evated to be a focus for loyalties are of no im­
portance, neither are those of the the monarch. 
What stinks is the whole rotten war against 
workers. It is waged by militant capitalism and 
by State control; by conventional trade uni­
onism and bureaucratic leadership; by political 
involvement and lack of fighting organisation.

Since then, many of the defendants facing 
less serious charges have been railroaded 
through the courts, with the vast majority being 
given very heavy fines. However, with 25 
facing more serious charges, the police are 
staging a show trial starting on September 3rd 
in Leeds. This trial echoes the political trials of 
the 80s, like the Newham 7, the Newham 8 and 
the Bradford 12. All of these involved the cen­
tral issue of black self defence against racist 
attacks, and they were all won.

DANNY BURNS (Vice Chair)
IAN GREAVES (Assistant Secretary) 
SHAM SINGH (Trade Union Officer)

We have resigned our positions as from 17 June 
(the last meeting of the national committee). We 
will, however, continue to work on the com­
mittee in a constructive way, representing our 

continued page 11

1. In which country are there many official 
statues of anarchists, lauded as national heroes?
2. Many supporters say IRA prisoners should 
be treated on the lines of the Geneva Con­
vention. Ignoring the impossibility of this ever 
happening, would it be an improvement or 
otherwise?
3. What Anarchist, who died in Africa in 1938, 
had his ashes transferred to a country he never 
saw, at its government’s request?
4. What Syndicalist’s ashes were stolen in the 
post by government orders?
5. How did the Kennedy family become impor­
tant political figures in American Democracy?

answers on back page

to inject some intelligent ideas, the Federation 
will soon become a bit of a headless chicken.

It is to be hoped that at the next All Britain 
Conference, these jokers are kicked out and the 
federation re-established along federalist 
principles: ie, it should be democratic, with re­
gular open meetings, accountable and re­
callable delegates, a rotated rather than per­
manent (and bureaucratic) chair, and with the 
decisions and initiatives flowing from the base, 
rather than from the Editorial Board of Mili­
tant.

There is a national demonstration against 
racist attacks and police brutality on Saturday 
1st September, in Leeds. Assemble 1pm at 
Leeds Trade Union Council Club, Chapeltown 
Road Leeds 7.For more details contact:

Kirklees Black Workers Group 
c/oS.K.C.R.C. 24 Westgate 

Huddersfield, West Yorkshire 
For details of coaches from London contact the 
Dewsbury 82 London Support Group on 081- 
552 7412.

ANTI-POLL TAX FEDERATION OFFICERS 
RESIGN

Undoubtedly this is for them to say. But some 
points must be made. Having a bureaucratic 
leadership saves a lot of trouble in time of in­
dustrial peace, if that’s what you want. But in 
crisis it has to defend itself and its interests. 
When the whole situation is in the chaotic situ­
ation it was, what would one expect? While 
sequestration was in force, money was being 
hidden in private banking accounts, converted 
into Maria Theresa dollars, funds taken out of 
building societies and placed in strongboxes or 
private Post Office accounts, all to prevent the 
Government stealing it Hitler-fashion. The 
whole system of visibile accounting essential to 
running a corruption-free bureaucracy broke 
down with one blow. What seemed normal 
practice in buying houses for officials to live in, 
cars for them to drive in, funds to pay them 
salaries and pensions, at one fell swoop became 
shady underhand activity. But it was morally no 
departure from normal conventional trade union 
practice. If you are going to buy country houses 
for officials to use in times of normality, pres­
erving them from the State becomes illicit un­
derhand activity in times of sequestration, but 
morally there is no difference. The alternative is 
a revolutionary union with no officials, no es­
tablished assets.

When it came to money coming in from offi­
cial State-run ‘trade unions’ in Russia, with 
Soviet miners being deducted pay to support 
British miners families never designed to get it, 
this is old Communist Party practice. Was a 
penny of what the CP collected in the ‘thirties 
for Spanish miners and printers ever seen by 
miners or printers or their families in Spain? It 
goes deep into Marxist-Leninist practice 
(yesterday the Trotskyists collected for ‘sup­
porting the ambulance workers’, today for ‘fig­
hting the poll tax’ and put the cash collected 
into their own party funds on the grounds that’s 
what they ’ re doing!).

Dewsbury
ON 24th JUNE 1989, the fascist British Nat­
ional Party invaded the West Yorkshire town of 
Dewsbury. They spent the day attacking Asians 
and held a rally outside the town hall.

A peaceful counter demonstration by the 
Asian community and white anti-racists was 
attacked by over 750 police, many of whom 
were in full riot gear. On the day 59 people 
were arrested, and a further 22 arrested since 
throughout Yorkshire after ‘fishing’ raids sim­
ilar to the ones after Trafalgar Square. Many of 
the defendants have been subjected to virtual 
‘banning orders’, with curfews, seizure of pass­
ports and restrictions against them attending 

litical meetings to prove their innocence.

BELOW WE reprint the statement made 
upon their resignation as officers by the 
only non-Militant members on the All Britain 
Federation Committee.

Their resignation marks a new stage in the 
struggle by genuine anti-poll tax campaigners 
to democratize the Federation. Many of our 
readers will be aware of the manipulative antics 
of Militant supporters in the Anti-Poll Tax 
movement, and it should come as no surprise 
that these deceitful tactics have been used at the 
top as well as the bottom. However, we should 
not let the bankruptcy of Militant obscure the 
real aim of any true anti-Poll Tax fed­
eration—to unite people at a grassroots level 
and to beat the poll tax.

Militant’s leaders may be aware of the huge 
feeling against them within the anti-Poll Tax 
movement, but it’s just as likely that they 
aren’t. They have fallen for their own 
mythology that they are the anti-Poll Tax fed­
eration, and no one else. Certainly, without the 
three non-Militant members on the Committee,

KING ARTHUR CAUGHT?
HOW THE ENEMIES of the miners have

been howling with delight at seeing

Arthur Scargill in the pillory! And how
scornful have been the press and those fol­
lowing the authenticated bourgeois line in den­
ouncing the miners as thickies, led by the nose
and unwilling to resort to the courts when there
has been, they say, clear evidence of misuse of
funds during the miners’ strike. Even now, they
don’t wish to prosecute in the courts, and rely
on the judiciary, and despite the executive
council deciding to investigate what happened
to a million and a half pounds allegedly given to
the National Union of Miners for strike relief,
militant miners refuse to endorse the exec­
utive’s decision.

Lecturing the miners as if they were minors,
their enemies in the press point out that business
people are held accountable in the courts for the
way they handle shareholders’ money. If there
are believed to be any fiddles, accountants in­
vestigate, and can call in the Fraud Squad. Why
not the unions?

Have journalists and TU leaders who say this
really forgotten the circumstances? The miners
union, like the print unions in similar circum­
stances, was proceeding along legalised, circu­
mscribed, reasonably constituted lines. Neither
of them was designed for conflict, both of them
had large funds and an established bureaucracy
and leadership. Neither the bureaucracy nor
leadership could go in a hurry when the blows
were struck by the Government. The miners
were the more loyal to the leadership because
Scargill listened to the miners decision not to
surrender abjectly to the Government and to
risk all to save their communities. It is one thing
to condemn bureaucracy and leadership. But a
bureaucracy and leadership which does not sell
out is bound to be regarded differently from one
which does. What was sung by miners coming
out of the pits (but meaning just that)—’Arthur
Scargill walks on water’. ‘Walking on water’
did not prevent another from advocating fin­
ancial dodgery, but it had nothing to do with his
crucifixion.

The Government brought in really vicious
legislation to seize the funds, both of miners
and of printers. ‘Sequestration’ meant theft, the
appointment of accountants to ‘receive’ the
assets, awarded to them by the courts for
breaching previously unheard-of legislation,
while the police were used to besiege and smash
whole villages in the case of the miners, to use
the maximum of force to get scabs in to work
and get papers out on time in the case of the
printers. And TU leaders and journos would
now say that appeal should be made to these
same ‘impartial’ courts, these same ac­
countants, this same police force? Scarce
wonder the miners retort with Fuck Off!

But did Scargill really line his pockets while
miners’ families were undergoing hardship, and 
should the membership demand an accounting?
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