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HIS AUTUMN will see the Poll Tax bird

conﬂlcts enflamed by the Poll Tax and
fanned by 1nﬂat10n and the current oil crisis,
will set Britain alight. The ideological assault
on the principle of collective service provision
will reach 1its head. We have only one
choice—to fight it. To waver will mean the des-
truction of local services as we know them, the
destruction of thousands of jobs, as private pro-
fiteers move in to replace local councils.

We have never had any love for, or illusions
in, local councils, whatever shade they might
be. However, the Poll Tax is not aimed at the
councils themselves, but at the services they
provide. It makes cuts inevitable, and those cuts
will fall hardest on ‘soft’ areas such as edu-
cation. Next financial year, the so-called ‘safety
net’, will begin to be phased out in many auth-
orities. This means that those areas which bene-
fited from subsidy this year, will have to raise
the Poll Tax next year. Even Wandsworth, who
had so much subsidy that anywhere else it
would have meant a negative Poll Tax (ie they’d
have paid you to live there!) are talking of a rate
over £400. The government has already made it
quite clear that they will not tolerate ‘excessive’
Poll Tax rates. This means that councils who
plundered their reserves to keep it low, will be
capped 1if it goes up. Add on the effect of non-
payment, and the financial crisis looming is in-
surmountable.

The people who will bear the immediate
brunt of these cuts will be local council
workers. Many councils are already attacking
the conditions of their employees. In some, it is
blatant, such as Ealing where the new Tory

MESSAGE FROM MANAGUA

EARLY SEVENTY years after Lenin
N had thought he had consigned anarchism
and anarcho-syndicalism to the
wastepaper basket of history and the people
who advocated it to his gulags and firing
squads, it has re-emerged, stronger than ever to
haunt his heirs. As Leninism and its legacy 1s
rejected, so Anarchism is increasingly finding
new ears willing to listen to its ideas. This May-
Day past saw the black and red and black flags
of anarchy being paraded through the streets of
Moscow bearing the slogans ‘Power to the
people not the parties’ and ‘Tell us, Com-
munists when is your state going to whither
away?’. And in May-Day demonstrations from
Leningrad to Kharkov, Kaluga to Angarsk in
Siberia the anarchists marched. The ideas of
Anarchism are becoming ever more relevant to
the people of the Soviet Union, rightly suspic-
ious of the motives of the vultures of Western
capital and only too aware of the failure of
‘Communism’. ,
An historic moment in the the continuing dev-

come home to roost. A whole range of

ANARCHIST

administration has ditched all commitment to
equal opportunites amid much pandering to
racists and bigots, and Bromsgrove in
Staffordshire where they are forcing pay cuts on
refuse workers prior to privatisation. In Labour
controlled authorities they have been slightly
more subtle, and are bringing in recruitment
freezes, and trying to victimise activists in pre-
paration for the inevitable struggles over cuts.

September and October will also mark the be-
ginning of mass summonses throughout the
country for non-payment. Some councils have
already tried, but most have failed due to the
action of local campaigns. The effectiveness of
the anti-Poll Tax movement in slowing up the
courts i1s something that clearly worries the
authorities. This is one of the reasons many of
the most serious cases arising from the police
riot at Trafalgar Square will not be heard till
this time. It is an attempt by the State to divert
attention from the numbers of non-payers. We
must not allow it to happen.

The response of the Labour Party has been its
usual inadequate, treacherous one. There is
little support for the return of the rates, and
most councillors will agree to prosecute non-
payers. We, however, believe that services can
be provided in a much better way than before.
As anarchists, we believe that only our class
can provide adequate services based on need.
After all, who is it that empties the bins, staffs
the libraries, maintains the schools and estates:
it certainly isn’t councillors or management
bureaucrats, it is the workers. But, if we have
no need of professionals and managers to inter-
cede for us at a local level, do we need them at
any level?

Soviet Anarcho-SyndicaIist Uni

elopment of the anarchist movement in the
Soviet Union was the launch on 3 June 1990 of
the anarcho-syndicalist Association of Self-
Managing Trade Unions ‘Resistance’.

Its founding statement states that ASMTU
‘Resistance’ is:

Free—that is independant of State and party
organisations and administration. Any relations
with these bodies are built on the basis of dia-
logue, not subordination. Delegates to ASTMU
are independent of other organisations they may
be members of. They are obliged to fulfil their
mandate given by members of ASTMU and
may be recalled at any time. ASMTU does not
support any political party and doesn’t part-
icipate in parliamentary elections.

Self-managing—based on the full autonomy
of grass-roots union organisations. These form
coordinating bodies made from their delegates
and determine the powers of these organs by
mutual agreement. Grass-roots union OoOr-
ganisations have the right to set the policy of

their delegates and recall them at any time.
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DEMONSTRATE!

The right to take to the streets as a form of mass
protest is not one that can be taken for granted.
Any attempt by the state to restrict or curtail it
must initiate a response so determined and over-
whelming that the right to demonstrate is not
only reaffirmed, but made unquestionable.

The Trafalgar Square Defendants Campaign
has called for an anti-poll tax demonstration for
Saturday 20 October in London. A demo-
nstration which will again show the strength of
the resistance to the poll tax at a time when
many will be under the threat of court action. A
demonstration to show solidarity with those
arrested on 31 March and a demonstration to
reclaim the right to march without being
attacked by the police.

The anti-poll tax movement must rally behind
the TSDC and support this demonstration. It
will act as a focus of the resistance for the mil-
lions of people faced with summonses for non-
payment; for those local government workers
threatened by the cuts and for those people
being dragged through the show trials resulting

Syndicalist—striving for the gradual elim-
ination of administration through self-
management and independant federally oriented
modes of organisation. Means of production
should pass into the hands of those who work
on them. ASMTU actively participates in:
workers’ political life and economic struggle.

There are also plans to relaunch Golos
Truda—The Voice of Labour—as a weekly.
Golos Truda was originally founded by Russian
emigrees in New York in 1906. In August 1917
it was re-established in Petrograd and became
the foremost Anarcho-syndicalist publication
during the revolution and counter-revolution,
until its closure by the Bolsheviks.

In 1921 Lenin wrote, ‘All this syndicalist non-
sense about manditory nominations of prod-
ucers must go into the wastepaper basket. To
proceed on those lines would mean thrusting the
Party aside and making the dictatorship of the
proletariat in Russia impossible.” And he was
right. Anarchism will thrust the party and all
parties aside, for anarcho-syndicalism em-

on Formed

from 31 March. We must go onto the offensive
with renewed vigour and have faith in the basis
on which the campaign was founded—collective
solidarity—not cowed into submission by police
truncheons. DEMONSTRATE!

INTERNATIONAL
DAY OF ACTION

The Anarchist Black Cross, at its recent con-
ference, has decided to stage an international
day of protest on 19 October against the poll-tax
and in support of all those who oppose it. Fol-
lowing the solidarity of the Polish anarchists
who staged a demonstration outside the British
embassy in Warsaw after Trafalgar Square, it
urges all Anarchists to stage actions against
British interests abroad in support of the poll
tax resistance.

powers people with the means to seize control
of their own lives. It arms people with the
methods to take what is rightfully theirs and the

ideas to withstand any dictatorship. As the fas-
cist dictatorship of Franco and his concentration
camps failed to destroy the CNT, so too has the
Bolshevik ‘dictatorship of the proletariat’ with
70 years of terror failed to destroy the destroy
Anarchism within the Soviet Union.

At a commeroration in June of the victims of

the army massacre in Nvocherkassk (1962) and
of the recently murdered comrade Piotr Siouda,
a member of the Confederation of Anarcho-
syndicalists said, ‘It’s hard to imagine just how
popular the anarchist spirit has become in the
masses. We are strong and will become
stronger. Anarchist ideas are alive and are
going to make a big impact!’.

P

Many thanks to Will Firth whose translations
have made such a contribution to the spread of
information on the Soviet anarchist movement.
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