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Easter and after (cont) page 6 
Moscow demonstrations

Speech is freer in the United States 
than in any other country. ,-------

Libertarian Anarchlit CotteehouM, meet* 
last Sunday each month at Cafe Comm­
on*. 3161 Minion St, San Franclaco.

A
In Angel Alley, 84b Whitechapel 
High St., London E1.

1
1

Balloons are released to mark the comp­
letion of the human chain in Berkshire 
on Good Friday.

Wlntergreen/AR, PO Box 1294, Kitchen­
er, Ontario, N2G 4G8.

Federation Anarchists Francalte, 145 Rue 
Amelot, 7501 1, Pari*.

ARIZONA
Mallclou* Hooligan* (anti-nuclear), 1110 
W 2nd St, Tempe, AZ 85211.

ocu

MONTREAL
Chao*, c/o R Yves Breton, CP 95 S/N 
Place d’Armei, Montreal, Quebec, H2Y
3E9,

Libertarian Worker* for a Self-managed 
Society. PO Box 20. Parkville 3052.

NEW YORK
Libertarian Book Club, Box 842, GPO 
New York. NY 10012.

REPORTS
Darlington/Burghfield
London anarchist 
federation 
Conferences

30p
9th April 1983 

Vol 44 No 7

Self-management Organisation. PO Box
332. North Quay.

being arrested and released without 
charge. On Saturday, the 'die-in' and 
public meeting in Glasgow were 
attended by about 4,000 people; 
there was no trouble at all. On Sun­
day, the 'human chain'atFaslanewas

SPITSBERGEN

Stephan W Holland, age 27, 2 Glygar- 
dynza Crake, The Mining Community 
Hut*. NY Aletund, SplUbergen, Svalbard 
A Arctic Ocean lile.

Distributed to Bookshops by 
A Distribution

c/o 84b Whitechapel High St, 
London E1

Contributions Received 
17th — 30th Inclusive

NORWAY
Anorg, Hoxtvedtv, 31B, 1431 A*. (Pub­
lish Folkebladt 4 time* a year.)

MINNESOTA
Soil of Liberty, Box 7058 Powderhorn 
Station, Minneapolis Minn 55407.

Printed and Typeset by 
Aidgate Press

84b Whitechapel High St, 
01-247 3015

Contributions Received 
17th — 30th Inclusive
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FREEDOM 
Editorial Collective

84b Whitechapel High St 
London E1

Zwart & Rood, PO Box 548, B-9000 
Gent. Belgium.

TOTAL = £56.73
Previously acknowledged = £253.47 

TOTAL TO DATE = £310.20 
TARGET FOR 1983= £1500!

£1.95 (60p)
(we can give full trade terms on 
both these titles]

POLAND 
Plotrek Betlejewiki, age 22, Ulpolnana 
30/37, 08 402, Plock, Poland.

Inland 
Surface 
Europe All-up 
Zone A 
Zone B

WASHINGTON 
Left Bank Publlthlng Project, Box 8, 92
Pike Street, Seattle, WA 98101.

HOLLAND
De Vrlje, Postbu* 488, 2000AL Haarlem,
Holland, tel: 023 273892.

* Lynne Thorndycroft: The Kron­
stadt Uprising of 1921 (20pp ppr) 

£0.45 (17p)
[we can give full trade terms on this 
title]

Monash Anarchist Society, c/o Monaih 
University, Clayton. 3188, Melbourne.

Resource Centre, 215 Victoria Parade, 
Collingwood, Victoria.

Treason, Box 37, Brumwlck East, Vict­
oria 3057.

Social Revolutionary Anarchitt Feder­
ation, PO Box 21071, Washington DC 
20009.

CALIFORNIA
Autonomy, PO Box 1 751, San Francisco,
CA 94101.

MISSOURI 
Columbia Anarchist League, PO Box 380, 
Columbia, Missouri 65201.

NEW ZEALAND
Blackmail, Box 13185, Christchurch.

PO Box 5425,

AUSTRIA 
Liberte, Pottfach 86, 1033 Wien

INTERNATIONAL
NEWS
Spain — Salvador Sequi 
Greece — Imprisonments

KOtAA
C44UC

Union Anarchlste, 8 Rue de I’Ange, 
63000 Clermont Feraand.

Bound Together Book Collective, 1801 
Haye* St, San Francisco, CA 841 17, tel: 
(41 5) 668-2785.

The Politics of feminism 
page 5

CONNECTICUT
Wesleyan University Eco-Anarchlsts, Her­
mes, Box HH, Wesleyan University, Midd­
letown CT 08457.

AUSTRALIA 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

Research and Resource* Centre for Lib­
ertarian Politics and Alternative Life- 
styles, 7/355 Northmore Ave, Lyneham, 
ACT 2602.

VICTORIA
Journal of Libertarian Politics and Alter­
native Life-styles, 51 Ormond Road,

attended by about 1,500 people; 
there was hardly any trouble, the 
five people who climbed into the 
base being arrested and released on 
minor charges.

The authorities both in Berkshire 
and in Scotland had dearly taken 
policy decisions to avoid arrests and 
serious charges, and to behave as 
moderately as possible. Some polit­
icians and newspapers resorted to 
abuse, but nothing serious; one item 
was the accusation that extreme 
political elements were attaching 
themselves to the demonstrations— 
the fact is that they have been in­
volved in such activities for 25 years.

* Sidney Lens: Unrepentant Radical: 
An American Activist's Account of 
Five Turbulent Decades. (438pp 
cloth) £11.50(94p)

Libertarian Socialist Organisation, PO 
Box 268. Mount Gravitt, Central 4122.

Colin Ward: Housing: An Anarchist 
Approach (200pp ppr) £2.25 (42p) 
Marie-Louise Berneri: Journey

Please add postage as in brackets. | through Utopia (339pp ppr) 
Titles marked * are published in 
N America. N American purchasers 
please convert £1 (plus postage) at 
S1.50 (US) or S 1.80 (Canada).

CANADA
Black Cat Press, PO Box 11261, Edmont­
on, Alberta.

Open Road. Box 6133. Station G. Van­
couver BC.

La Trobe Libertarian Socialists, c/o 
La Trobe University, Bundoora. Victoria 
3083.

Daybreak Bookshop, 
Dunedin. 

Dunedin Anarchists, Box 6227, Dunedin,
New Zealand

PO Box 176, Auckland.

For a real \ 
transformation 
of the world

A Miscellany

Cliff Harper: Anarchist Self Ad­
hesive Stickers, (ideal for Cases, 
Coats etc). Set of 5. 30p each (13p) 
or £1.00 (13p) per set of 5.
KHZ Solneman: The Manifesto of 
Peace & Freedom: The Alternative 
to the Communist Manifesto (234pp 
ppr) , £7.50 (60p)
[we can give full trade terms on this 
title]

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Freedom Collective and Libertarian Res­
ource Centre can be reached through PO 
Box 203, Fremantle 6160,

USA 
Non-violent Anarchist Network. P O Box 
1385. Austin, Texas 78767.

Braintree A G £5.00: Cumbria A F 
£4.00; Thornton Heath J D £1.50; 
Bristol P F £1.00; Wolverhampton 
J L £ 1.50; J K W £0.50; Otley A A G 
£2.50; Dorchester G B £1.00; 
London NW1 J E £2.50; Leighton 
Buzzard M H £1.00; Hull T H £1.00; 
Wolverhampton J L £1.50; J K W 
£0.50; Proceeds from collection at 
Anarchist Picnic per A B Miami 
USA £33.30; Canterbury M E £0.25; 
Stoke on Trent N S £3.00;

TOTAL = £60.05 
Previously acknowledged = £345.17 

TOTAL TO DATE = £405.22 
Target for 1983= £2000!

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
PO Box 126 Norwood. SA 5067

Murray Bookchin: The Ecology 
of Freedom (385pp ppr) £6.95 (94p) 

Petre Kropotkin: Mutual Aid: A 
Factor of Evolution (362pp ppr) 

£4.95 (66p)

QUEENSLAND
Black and Red Bookshop. 5A Browning 
St. West End, Queensland 4000. tel: 07 
(447984).

GREECE 
•A Gallery* (Documents Centre), PO Box 
1937, Thlslon, Athens.

------ : Quiet Rumours: An Anarcha-
Feminist Anthology. (72pp ppr) 

£1.50 (25p) 
[we can give full trade terms on 
bulk orders of this title].
Feminism & Nonviolence Study 
Group: Piecing it Together: Femin­
ism and Nonviolence (60pp ppr) 

£1.50 (25p) 
Wendy McElroy (Ed): Freedom, 

Feminism and the State (357pp ppr) 
£7.50 (94p) 

[we can give full trade terms on this 
title]

DENMARK 
Aarhus: Regnbuen Anarklst Bogcafe, 
Meljigade 48. 8000 Aarhus. 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
Graswurzel (Gras* Roots), c/o W Hertle, 
Grozerschlppsee 28, 21 Hamburg 80. 

Libertad Verlag Berlin, Jochen Schmuck. 
Postfach 440 227, D-1 000 Berlin 44.

Schwarzer Faden (Black Thread), Obere 
Weibermarktstr 3, 7410 Reutlingen, tel: 
07121/370494.

Schwarzer Gockler (Black Cockerel), c/o 
A Muller. Postfach 4528, 7500 Karlsruhe.

LETTERS
Anarcho/syndicalism

People's Lives

Albert Meltzer (Ed): Miguel Garcia's
Emma Goldman (Edited by Alix | Story (72pp ppr) £1.00 (25p) 
Shulman): Red Emma Speaks:
Selected Speeches & Writings of
Emma Goldman (413pp ppr)

£3.95 (69p)

I 
A'/ TlREVIEW 

Jorn Asger

YOU X 
SURE ' 

YOU WOULDN'T 
LIKE TO ,

Mordecai Roshwald: Level 7 (139pp 
ppr) £1.95 (36p)
[The Finest Novel yet written on 
Nuclear Warfare in its aftermath]. 
John Minnion and Philip Bolsover 
(Eds): The CND Story: The First 
25 years of the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament (158pp ppr) 

£1.95 (31 p)
Published by FREEDOM Press

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Freedom, KI S3 Haymarket,
2000

Redfern Black Rose Bookshop,36 Botany 
Rd, Alexandria 2015, Sydney

— 411 23
031-130065

OREGON
Portland Anarchist Center, 313 East 
Burnside, Portland, Oregon 97205, 
USA.

SWEDEN
Magazine ‘April*, Box 15015, 104 65 
Stockholm, Sweden.
Nya Bokcafeet, Box 15015, 104 65 
Stockholm.

Syndicalist Forum, Tenstlerna* Gate 51,
11631 Stockholm.

Sprangkullsgatan 19A, S 
Goteborg, Sweden. Tel

CertJinly not. You're not in the 's— 
United States, and we don’t encourage 
freedom in other places. ,------------

< J

TASMANIA
Bill Graham, PO Box 70, Mowbray
Heights, Launceston 7250, Tasmania.

K.

Jura Books — an anarchist booksnop, 
417 King St, Newtown, NSW 2042.
Everything Collective — put out an 
anarcho-feminist magazine, Box 131, 
Holme Building, Sydney University, 
Sydney, NSW..

FREEDOM Collective would wel­
come any readers who wish to help 
fold and despatch the paper. The 
next issue will be sent out on Thurs­
day 21st April, starting at around 
6pm. This is also a good time to 
come and meet the editors.

£9.00 
£10.00 
£11 00 
£11.50 

25 dollars
28 dollars Can. 

£14.00

' Put an end
‘ to ecology

Monte Verlta, Neustlftgasse 33. 1070 
Wien.

FREEDOM also needs your written 
contributions and any graphics or, 
photographs readers feel would be 
useful to us. Copy deadline for 
short items for the next issue is 
first post, Monday 18th April. 
Longer articles in by first post, 
Thursday 14th April.

Vernon Richards: Protest without 
Illusions (168pp ppr) £1.95 (42p) 
[culledfromthe pagesof FREEDOM 
1955-64. The Story of the 'First 
Wave bf CND & some lessons for 
the 'Second Wave'.]

The nuclear disarmament movement 
was not put to the test at Easter after 
all, because the authorities took care 
to avoid any serious confrontation 
during the four days of demon­
strations. But this has only post­
poned the reckoning, not avoided it.

On Thursday, the mass blockades 
at Greenham Common and Burgh­
field were attended by about 1,000 
people each, working in shifts from 
dawn throughout the day and then 
through the night, with hundreds 
more people involved in support act­
ivities; there was no trouble at all, 
the police making sure that work­
people could get into and out of 
both bases without any demonstrat­
ors being arrested. On Friday, the 
'Human chain' from Greenham 
Common to Burghfield by way of 
Aldermaston was attended by about 
100,000 people, standing together 
continuously for 14 miles, often in 
two or more lines; there was hardly 
any trouble, the 200 women who

Social Alternatives

Two issues of Social Alternatives 
(from Australia, currently in stock 
Vol 3 No 2 March 1983: Peace & 
Transarmament (72pp ppr)

£2.00 (36p) 
Vol 2 No 3 February 1982: Anarchy 
or Chaos (72pp ppr) £2.00 (36p)

S'/.
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Friends — The year is a quarter over 
— the quarter in which FREEDOM 
receives the bulk of its income and 
donations. The Deficit Fund — to 
reach its target ought therefore to 
be well over £500 by now! The 
Premises Fund similarly over £400. 
As you can see each fund — the one 
towards FREEDOM'S production 
and distribution costs, the other 
towards the overheads (rates, light­
ing, heating, maintenance on our 
premises) is over £100 short of that 
already. Your urgent support is 
needed if our support funds are not 
to fall hopelessly behind their 
targets (last year we met both the 
targets we set ourselves — just!).

Braintree A G £6.00; Thornton 
Heath J D £1.50; Wolverhampton 
J L £3.00; Otley A A G £2.50; 
London NW1 J E £2.50; Cambridge 
B W £1.00; Wolverhampton J L 
£3.00; London N8 S M £3.00; 
Formby A B £0.93; Proceeds from 
collection at Anarchist Picnic per A 
B Miami USA £33.30
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■ The ecological movement expresses 
I an ideology of ecology. An ideology

1 I which functions as an alienating 
I mechanism mediating between the 
I individual subjectand reality. On the
■ one hand it creates a mythology, a 
I conservative romanticism embra*"1 
I by 'soil ideology' expressing a mys-
■ tical attachment to ground, cyclical
■ sowing, nurturing reaping. This is 
I an apparent renunciation of indus- 
I trial society. On the other hand it 
I represents a mere refinement or 
I 'purification' of the present indus- 
I trial production a moderation of 
I the worst political and productive
■ centralism.
I Ecologism manifests the bad 
I conscience of the middle class (the 
I mother of all modern ideologies) 
I brimming with masochism of guilt 
I and penitence, the protestant ethics 
I of wo. k and a fetish with survival-
■ ism. Pangs of utilitarian guilt are
■ felt at the waste of materials and 
I products produced by this society 
I of poisoned abundance. In fact the

*■ whole concept of abundance gives 
I the ecologist shivers of unease as if 
I it isn't somehow 'right'. This gives 
I an insight, ecologism is a function 
I of the wealthy nations, this is a 
I privileged guilt. In addition respon- 
I sibility for the state of relative 
I opulence in which we live is taken 
I on the shoulders of individual eco-
■ logists, merely for existing in it, 
I giving the flattering impression that 
I they actually cause this state of 
I affairs whereas in fact they are 
I more victims than agents, and so
■ guilt is futile.
I The protestant ethic of hard 
I work becomes a fetish in the eco-
■ logical scheme of things, a living 
I must be 'won' from nature, hard 
I work is seen as 'healthy' and the 
I useless backbreaking toil of the 
I peasantry of earlier centuries 
I becomes transformed under the 
I gaze of the ecologist. Alienated 
I labour is institutionalised as a 
I natural state of things and is elevated 
I to nobility.
I The 'virtues' of property, artisan- 
I ship, 'simple' pleasures are deified, 
I but made smaller in compass, tighter. 
I The ambit of living, of the world, 
I becomes smaller, petit bourgeois, 
I more insular both geographically 
I and epistemologically. The de-cent-
■ ralisation of ecologism rather than

The easter protests throughout 
Europe and in this country have 
once again demonstrated both the 
futility and the sincerity of such 
actions. Governments have yet 
again been asked to soften the 
features of the unacceptable face of 
their warfare states in order to allay 
the public's fears of impending 
doom. And yet there is nothing to 
be gained by asking the state to do 
something for you, since what they 
give you with one hand they take 
with the other.

Ask them to remove American 
missiles from British soil and leave 
us without our deadly weapons! 
Do not build PWR nuclear reactors, 
but build us some safe ones! Give 
us back the right to govern our own 
bodies but maintain the society 
that denies this. Stop harming poor 
animals while testing cosmetics, 
buy your 'beauty products' from 
the shelves of health food shops.

Thousands of concerned indiv­
iduals can pacify their minds quite 
simply by devoting the odd burst of 
energy and time to some oppressed 
minority, righteous causes, or saving 
seal cubs. The vast majority of 
these display an absolute hypocrisy 
in their day to day lifestyle and 
tacit acceptance of the status quo. 
Their expression, be it of support 
or protest, use those very forms and 
channels that mimic the state. Their 
structured organisations and neatly 
programmed solutions just a shadow 
of their supposed enemy. Maybe 
deep down they realise that they 
will change nothing, maybe deep 
down that is why they dare.

Anarchists should want every­
thing, and they should want it now. 
For they are supposedly revolution­
aries who realise the deceit behind 
empty reforms, not well meaning 
liberals who deceive themselves 
with such naive ease.

It is not possible to fragment the 
struggle against authority and expect 
to succeed. You cannot chip away 
at a monolithic state and hope that 
it will crumble. It needs to be des­
troyed by an explosion from below 
that will blow away its foundations, 
leaving it to collapse under its own 
weight.

food shops where these products 
and many more 'eco' products can 
be bought (and with them the 
whole ideology of ecology) in the 
same way as any of the other dross 
commodities produced by capital­
ism. So by diverting dissatisfaction 
down acceptable (to capital)
channels ecologism defuses potential climbed into Greenham Common 
points of conflict, a pseudo alter­
native is created within capital and 
a spectacle of dissatisfaction suc­
ceeds the real condition. In West
Germany for example the Green 
movement has brought much of dis- 
saffected youth and the extra- 
parliamentary opposition back into 
the parliamentary arena and reform­
ist politics, and in so doing increas­
ingly marginalises those elements 
who do not follow the trend.

In the traditionally neurotic 
middle class manner some ecologists 
see the sanitization and sterilization 
of capital. With reference to the 
problem of pollution this could be 
said to be a laudable aspiration.
However, this was an inevitable 
effect of industrial development, a 
necessary precondition to the devel­
opment of the ecological mentality.
As it is, the modifications ('small is 
beautiful', the production of more 
'durable' or 'useful' products) 
imposed on capitalism by the eco­
logy lobby serves to make it more 
acceptable to people, more 'hu­
mane. And as we all know, anything 
that does not destroy the enemy 
makes it stronger.

Essentially ecology is both anti­
metropolitan and anti-industrial, 
but one cannot deny the develop­
ment of industrial society the dis­
solution of which on a purely prac­
tical basis is untenable, sheer weight 
of numbers would compel the star­
vation of large sections of the pop­
ulation, and for others scraping a 
living in the communal gardens of a 
block of terraced houses is not 
irresistably attractive. It is neces­
sary then to instrumentalise the 
machinery of capital, a tool by 
which individuals and collectives 
can transform their world. A means 
by which the unity of dream and 
reality can be achieved. In the 
society of ecology nothing is 
sible, whereas, in truth, everything 
is possible.

leading to a liberation of individuals 
leads to a more local control. The 
old centralism of power has become 
a determinant of its weakness and 
so domination can be exerted more 
effectively multicentrally in and by 
every individual. The social relations 
that exist under capital remain un­
changed by this apparent decom­
position of industrial society. For 
example the exchange of values 
becomes absolutely precise, a world 
of economy par excellence where 
value is accounted to the last penny, 
a miser's rationality.

The championing of 'simple' 
pleasures becomes an excuse for 
sacrifices and resignation. Rather 
than emancipating, this style of life 
enslaves. It holds no hope revealing 
in a state of constant poverty the 
eternal eking out of the time alloted, 
ending in miserable extinction 
when resources finally peter out. In 
the prism of private happiness a 
world without creativity, of puny 
minds and insipid, diluted desires is 
promoted as a liberation and a new 
utopia.

The 'back to nature' movement 
in ecology is an attempt to return to 
or to live out an impossible history 
in a world which either never existed 
or has been so totally transformed 
by capital that the 'countryside' 
becomes an artificiality (of unspoilt 
leisure areas and agribusiness ter­
ritory) within which the only space 
available for ecological development 
are the cracks in its structure, the 
marginal and unproductive land.

In a sense too, ecologists seek to 
abstract themselves from history. 
This is a retreat, a form of egoism 
and escapism which denies the 
world. For individuals hope lies in 
the appropriation of history (the 
area of action and creativity) and 
thus the world; which has for too 
long been left in the hands of the 
establishment.

The obsession with 'natural fo 
indicates that the problems are seen 
as essentially internal and not as 
external in the social relations of 
of the society of capital. For ex­
ample, wholefood is seen as 'natural' 
and necessarily corrective to im­
prove health and make one 'well 
balanced'. Considered as an alter­
native to the food production of 
capitalism there are however whole-
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B The debate on Anarcho-syndicalism
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FREEDOM
Editorial Collective

84b Whitechapel High St 
London E1

All signed articles reflect 
the opinion of the authors, 

not necessarily those of 
the editorial collective.

Mark Nelson
Leeds

We reserve the right to cut 
letters unless otherwise 

specified by the author.

I found D Dane's article 'Against 
Anarcho-Syndicalism' particularly 
dissapointing. As a criticism of 
anarcho-syndicalism it failed to im­
prove on the abysmal standards set 
by NW's article of last year and 
proved a repeat of the condescen­
ding line of argument NW followed. 

We are not the complete fools 
they seem to assume we are; we do 
see the workplace as a vital arena 
in which the struggle for social 
revolution is to be fought, but that

Taking the animal rights move­
ment as one example, non-speciesist 
Anarchs are being attracted to it 
because it actually takes direct 
action rather than just talking about 
it. (Would CND sit down and stop 
traffic in Trafalgar Square or 
attempt mass NVDA in Downing 
Stree?) Some Animal Rights activists 
are also becoming genuine Anar­
chists.

Those who join our movement 
from such 'diversionary' causes 
soon realise that due to political and 
monetary vested interests nuclear 
weapons, animal abuse or inequality 
won't be stopped until there is 
Anarchy. Many then think about 
how to get such a society-and turn 
to 'purist' Anarchism for the answer. 

So I think that instead of being

still having the same arguments 
today. The Anarcho-syndicalists 
'always prided themselves on their 
modern outlook: unlike the quixotic 
Anarcho-Communists, they insisted, 
they did not pine for a bygone age 
of primitive agricultural communes 
but looked forward to a decentra­
lized industrialized society incor­
porating the latest advances in 
science and technology', p239.

British Anarcho-syndicalists
trying to learn from history. We 
don't want to repeat the lament of 
the Russian anarchist Sergven 
Avrich, p193, that the Russian 
anarchists 'were too poorly or­
ganized to keep the rebellion from 
being diverted into non-socialist 
and^non-libertarian channels'. In a 
revolutionary situation in Britain, 
the likely beneficiaries of any up­
surge would be the SWP or Militant. 
Trying to create a credible anarchist 
current in the Labour Movement, 
however boring or unhip it may 
seem to some, is of vital importance. 
That's the main reason I joined the 
Direct Action Movement.

diversionary the presence of Anarchs 
in the various liberatory struggles 
strengthen the movement.

Like it or not, Anarchists are 
involved in many causes. So let's 
have no more of the 'more Anar­
chist than thod Attitude.

Let's respect the differences 
between us but remain united 
against our common enemy, the 
State. Surely that's what it's all 
about.

media way, to try and produce 
images which make people question 
the authoritarian basis of our 
society. One very important thing 
we would like to film is the workings 
of a paper such as FREEDOM or 
if this is out of the question then 
maybe just talk to some of you 
about your objectives. Also it would 
be greatly appreciated if you could 
suggest any other ideas you would 
like to see a project of this nature 
express or put us in touch with 
other groups or people who are in­
volved in one way or another with 
the struggle for freedom.

Of course we don't ask you to 
make any hard and fast decisions 
until you meet us face to face 
(sometime between June & Septem­
ber) but an answer to this letter 
with any ideas or information 
(information covering anywhere in 
Europe will be very welcome) would 
be appreciated greatly, our address 
IS
Ian Doncaster
3863 Union St 
Burnaby USC 2W4 
British Columbia 
Canada

"or-
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There have recently been several 
letters from people suggesting that 
any interests other than purist 
Anarchism are diversionary. I dis­
agree.

Historically 'pure' Anarchism 
has been a class-struggle to over­
throw the State and lead to an 
Anarchist society based on Anarcho- 
syndicalist principles. This may be 
so but the Anarchist movement Is 
not numerically strong enough, at 
present, to bring such a change 
about.

Anarchism is also THE ideology 
of total liberation. Hence if Anarchs 
want to be active they tend to join 
any liberatory struggle(s) they sup­
port. This may be the workers, 
peace, animal rights, feminist, anti­
racist (or whatever) movement.

(we don't want to use any of that 
nasty technology do we?) To quote 
from P Avrich's The Russian 
Anarchists, p190, 'Maximov scorned 
the sedentary Manilovs in the 
Anarcho—Communist camp, ro­
mantic visionaries who pined for 
pastoral utopias, oblivious of the 
complex forces at work in the 
modern world. It was time to 
stop dreaming of the Golden Age, 
he declared, it was time to 
ganize and act" '.

Dane’s ideas lead back to crafts, 
unending toil, no intellectual de­
velopment as we spend all our 
time and energy surviving. Modern 
technology, mass production etc, 
plus new developments made 
possible by a transformed socio­
economic system give us the possi­
bility of escaping from want, over­
coming a dependence on nature 
which Dane seems to enjoy and re­
ducing 'work' (ie time spent pro­
ducing goods we need and desire) 
to a minimum. To repeat: self- 
sufficiency at the level of bare 
subsistence is not liberation, it's 
merely exchanging one particular 
(ie capitalist) form of exploitation 
and domination in production and • 
consumption for absolute depen­
dence on nature.

As for Dane's 'strong tendency' 
towards hierarchy, this seems 
close to accepting the 'human 
nature' argument against anarchism. 
To accept that any large regional or 
national organisation, however it is 
organised, is bound to degenerate 
into authoritarianism is to rule out 
the possibility of an anarchist 
society. One can't logically take 
this view and remain an anarchist. 
Finally, another quote from Avrich. 
Unfortunately these debates aren't 
irrelevant and out of date. We're

you may be able to give.
We are a group of Film makers 

who feel that images, be they film 
or television, are increasingly 
becoming the currency of Western 
Society. It is no secret that one of 
the main ways in which the author­
itarian ideology of our society is 
propagated is through the image 
media. We feel it is time for Anar­
chists who have access to the tools 
of image making to start producing 
Anti-Authoritarian visual media, in 
much the same way that papers 
such as FREEDOM combat the lies 
in the power-media.

One of the first projects we wish 
to attempt is a survey of some of 
the main European urban centres 
and to film some of the 'direct 
action' type alternatives being prac­
ticed in them. Squatting of course 
comes to mind immediately but we 
are thinking also of papers such as 
yours and how they operate. Art, 
Music, Non-Nuclear groups etc. . .

We want to present Canadians 
with some real alternatives, ones 
which are being practiced success­
fully elsewhere by real people. We 
want to do this however in an anti-

First of all I would like to say that I 
very much admire FREEDOM and 
read it whenever it becomes avail­
able to me over here. In fact the 
purpose of this letter is to inform 
you of a project which a group of 
us here wish to initiate in Europe 
this summer and to request any 
assistance (definitely not Financial)

Michel Prigent was quite right to 
point out the error in my review of 
Sanguinetti's On Terrorism and the 
State. In the light of Sanguinetti's

'frame' on it. With a corkscrew in 
the middle. And when somebody 
appeared in the Old Bailey make 
sure the judge was a member of the 
honourable guild of Master Brewers, 
and paint out Uiat crap over the 
door of the Old Bailey, about defen- 

or. The poor should not 
be poor in the Welfare State. Any­
one found guilty of being poor 
could be made to clean out the 
Guild Hall for 6 weeks, 7 days a 
week. The judge would know that 
thousands had been released from 
the poverty trap by Mr Chancellor 
Howe of the Exchequer.

There will be no end to the pros­
pects of a lawyer in 1984. All the 
best to your readers and writers.

thesis I accept that it was quite in­
appropriate to list the Red Brigades 
with the IRA, PLO and ETA in the 
context of alternative governments 
fighting for control with the existing 
governments.

In his final paragraph Michel 
offers us the 16th century Bishop 
of Ely's recommendation to always 
seize upon books with a picture of 
a cat and mouse on the frontispiece 
(the same logo which appears on 
the cover of On Terrorism . . .) As, 
in the previous sentence, Michel has 
already urged us to never trust a 
priest L am sure he will understand 
how errors and contradictions can 
creep into the most carefully pre­
pared text.

Is D Dane arguing against Anarcho- 
syndicalism, modern technology or 
both? Why waste space criticising 
'Trade Unionism' as such. Anarcho- 
syndicalists are as against it as any­
one else. He produces the old 
.'straw man' argument. Anarcho- 
syndicalists 'see the problem of 
human liberation in economic 
terms'. If British Anarcho-syndica­
lists seem to over-emphasise the 
struggle at work, the need to 
abolish wage labour, commodity 
production and establish economic 
self-management this isn't because 
they think other areas of life aren't 
important merely that most British 
anarchists have acted as though 
industry doesn’t exist and can be 
safely ignored. Class struggle is 
necessary but not sufficient. We 
need workers' control of the means 
of production as well as the eradica­
tion of inequalities and authori­
tarianism in the family, in the 
community, in education etc.

D Dane also seems to take an 
anti-technological stance,, ignoring 
the fact that the technology 
developed at a particular time is in­
evitably connected with the values 
and priorities of the existing socio­
economic structure, therefore in an 
unequal, profit-oriented capitalist 
society all sorts of dangerous, un- 
ecological, polluting, dehumanising 
technology is developed. A differ­
ent society with different values 
and priorities would therefore pro­
duce a technology to benefit, not 
exploit, people. D. Dane's call for 
small face to face communities 
brings to mind some pseudo- 
medieval commune where all is 
bliss apart from disease, super­
stition, unending toil to grow 
one's own food, make one's own 
clothes, build one's own house etc

does not mean we operate in an 
industrial vacuum. We cannot ach­
ieve a libertarian society through 
industrial struggle in isolation from 
general social development; that this 
is not possible is patently obvious. 
The fact that Anarcho-Syndicalists 
are active in a whole range of issues 
proves that we do not have turned 
vision with regaid to our priorities.

Once again the shortcomings of 
capitalist unions are supposedly ap­
plicable to anarcho syndicalism but 
the justifications given for this are 
vague and hypothetical. Similarly 
unsatisfactory is DD's account for 
the development of the factory 
system that is as naive as it is super­
ficial.

Few people can doubt that the 
capitalist factory system subordin­
ates and alienates its workforce 
Anarcho-syndicalism applies 
industrial and technological e 
omy to a libertarian society in which 
the latter determines the former 
DD casts doubts as to the desirability 
of technology; technology, he feels 
'can mould people's behaviour... tc 
conform with it! — but so too can 
a society that has a retarded tech­
nology. Technology can provide 
profits and inequality or more 
leisure and greater comfort, it's all 
a matter of who controls, the State 
or the people.

With regard to DD's suggestions 
for an anarchist alternative, if indeed 
the writer wished to avoid laying 
down a blueprint then in that she/ 
he certainly suceeded. I sincerely 
hope that at least the article fulfills 
DD's wish in stimulating ideas 
about new forms of libertarian 
organisation, it seems we are 
desperately short of them.
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According to Gerald Brenan, the 
influence of‘ whose The Spanish

a Social Democrat.
It was for us appropriate therefore

at least has the merit of being fairly 
consistent. The same cannot be said

The Minister of Justice 
Ypourgion Dikaiosinis 
Zinonos 2 
E latter otypia 
Kolokotroni 8 
Ta Nea 
Hristou Lada 3 
Ethnos 
Mihalakopoulou 35 
Avriani
Dimitros 12 
Tavros

terrorism—with
ci pies.)

Our discussion is in no way int­
ended to be exhaustive. However, I Spanish, specifically left, politics 
we hope this brief survey of the | today. For all our disagreements 

with Bookchin on other basic and 
minor matters, we have always

read in it those elements which most 
attract or repel them. Precisely to 
the extent that this is true, the 
dominant or prevailing interpretat­
ion of Segui's legacy at any time 
has great syptomatic significance 
for students of the left and its 
stituent elements.

If we leave the scholars and ret­
urn to the sixtieth anniversary cere- 

rner of Calle Cadena

unions Segui and Pestana led were 
'extremely militant and had ultim­
ate revolutionary ends', the two 
were 'essentially trade union lead­
ers', opposed to the revolutionary 
violence of Durruti, Ascaso and 
other militant activists of the an­
archist FAI. Brenan in his discuss­
ion throughout his book makes no 
secret of his sympathy for the Sech 
ui-like moderation of the anarcho- 
syndicalists and his opposition to 
the revolutionary 'fanaticism' of 

ation with the UGT...' (The Spanish I Durruti and the anarchists. (At 
Anarchists). • least this is explicit and honest.

However different from Serge's, Bookchin by contrast in The Span- 
Bookchin's account and assessment | ish Anarchists accepts Brenan's dist­

inction between anarcho-syndical­
ists and anarchists, but dishonestly

its systematic ambiguity becomes a 
political Rorschach ink-pad or 
mirror. The different, more or less 
libertarian/authoritarian, reformist/ 
radical, theoretical/practical individ- 

• ual and group streams which consit-

for that of Raymond Carr (Spain, 
1808-1975). According to Carr, 
Segui was a 'devotee' [sic] of Niet­
zsche, a 'thinker' influenced by 
Nietzsche's 'aristocratic radicalism'. 
How anybody can be a thinker and 
disciple ('devotee') at the same time 
Carr does not explain. In addition 
to being a Nietzschean thinker, Seg­
ui was also 'an autodidact [sic] bred 
in anarchist cafesl To boot , tog­
ether with Pestana he was, Carr tells 
us, 'stategically' a revolutionary: the 
two 'must not be considered as 
little removed from reformist social­
ism; strategically both were revolut­
ionaries'. Thus making the old, un­
tenable separation (beloved of Marx-, 
ists, Leninists and left-authoritarians 
generally) between daily 'tactics' 
and long-term 'strategy' (the 'lonely 
hour' of the always-future revolut­
ion never coming), Carr is able to 
square the circle and present the 
facts of Segui's daily, dominantly

standard literature in English on
Segui, his thought and times, is
sufficient to demonstrate the amb-I agreed with his view of Segui as 

ntradictory character of | dominantly a moderate-reformist, 
naturally at home in the 'left soc­
ialist' wing of the CNT and the 
Spanish Socialist Party. In other

question is itself intrinsically at best | words, Segui for us is essentially 
ambiguous and contradictory, we
shouldn't find it surprising that
these attributes are reflected in con- I that the form of re-presentationand 
temporary and subsequent comm- institutionalisation of Segui to the 
entary on his life and legacy. This | present public and posterity by the 

nclusion is confirmed by a read­
ing of Spanish literature on Segui—
for example, Salvador Segui: Mater- 
iales para una biografia (Barcelona:

iguous,
the trade union leader's political 
thought, principles and activities— 
hence of his legacy. If the reality in

/

Philip Krisitis at the time of 
his imprisonment

Kiriakos Moiras has been ill- 
treated by the Greek state many 
times before and he has already 
spent more than two and a half 
years in prison under terrible
ditions. He was released on Decem­
ber 24th 1981 after 53 days of hun­
ger strike together with me (Philip 
Kiritsis) and John Scandalis. During 
the two and a half years of his im­
prisonment Moiras went on many 
long hunger strikes. Of course the 
state never forgets its opponents. 
It uses every opportunity to take 
revenge against its former victims.

Information about Kiriakos 
Moiras' past troubles can be found 
in FREEDOM No 18 Vol 42 (12 
September 1981) and in FREE­
DOM Vol 43 No 4 (6 March 1982). 
We consider it necessary that our 
comrades abroad support Kiriakos 
Moiras and Fotis Danatos. They 
have both been on hunger strike 
since the‘22nd March 1983 and 
they demand their release. A 
demonstration is going to take 
place on April 1st 1983 in order to 
support the hunger strikers. It will 
take place in the centre of Athens. 

If it is possible it would be very 
useful if letters of protest were to 
be sent to the Greek embassy in 
London and to the Greek ministry 
of justice. It would be helpful too 
if letters of protest were to be 
sent to the Athens newspapers, 
Eleftherotypia, Ta Nea, Ethnos, 
and Avriani.

We give you the addresses of the 
ministry of justice and the news­
papers.

This letter is sent to inform you 
about the recent imprisonment of 
Kiriakos Moiras and his comrade 
Fotis Danatos. They were im­
prisoned on March 22nd 1983 for 
12 and 14 months respectively 
because of participating in a 
demonstration which took place on 
April 13th 1982. This demonstra­
tion was organised in order for the 
demonstrators to protest against 
the tortures and suicides (murders) 
happening in the Greek prisons. 
During this demonstration a car 
window was broken because the 
driver of the car tried to disperse 
the demonstrators.

Kiriakos Moiras and Fotis Danatos 
refused to have a lawyer during 
their trial and spoke about their 
anarchist ideas. They told the judges 
that their anarchist beliefs were the 
reason for their prosecution and 
would be the reason for their con­
viction. The result was that they 
were sentenced as hooligans, 
though the minister of justice had 
announced many times before that 
this law about hooligans is obsolete 
and will be withdrawn.

1 Even the details of Segui's shoot­
ing are unclear in the literature. 
According to Serge, 'he was killed 
in the street, a few yards from the 
Ramblas, by the pistoieros of the 
employers' agency Sindicato Libre 
(Memoirs). The corner of Cadena 
and San Rafael certainly isn't a few

ute the broad river of the left, can | yards from Ramblas. Richard Gree- 
man is quite categorical: Segui 'was 
murdered by government scabs in 
1922' [sic]. Gerald Brenan is equally 
explicit that it wasn't government 
agents: even after Martinez Anindo 
was got rid of, 'the terrorism in 
Barcelona continued and indeed got 
worse. Even his removal did notend 
it, for his pistoieros no longer re­
quired his hand to guide them, but 

mony at the corner of Calle Cadena I continued the war on their own 
what is striking is not the attempt account. Thus in March 1923 Salv- 
to institutionalise (hence make res- ador Segui was murdered in the 
pectably tame) those who have att- streets of Barcelona...'. Bookchin 
empted to oppose and change the writes that Segui was 'probably 
status quo in any domain of activ- I murdered' by pistoieros of the Cat- 
ity (streets named after Voltaire or I alan manufacturers'.

meeting's speakers and organisers, 
was as a Social Democrat. The meet­
ing and plaque were organised by 
the Barcelona Sindicat de Quadres 

Editorial Laia, 1976), by JM Huertas I de Catalunya (SQC), in collaborat- 
Claveria. Segui's political legacy by | ion with the CNT, Socialist Party 

(PSOE) and local government auth­
orities—the quintessential moderate 
Social Democratic mix/fix.

It is beyond our scope to analyse, 
document and detail the evidence 
for the essentially reformist, collab­
orationist, non-radical character of 
the organisations in question since 
the Civil War (Vernon Richards' 
Lessons of the Spanish Revolution 
provides an excellent starting point 
for such a review of the facts.) Suff­
ice it to say that the CNT and affil­
iated unions, for all their militant 
rhetoric, long ago lost any real rev­
olutionary vitality, broken-backed 
as remains by their compromises 
during the Civil War, and the near­
ly 40 years of Francoist repression. 
On the other hand, the Socialist 
Party has never pretended -(rhetoric 
notwithstanding) to do more than 
attempt to manage the existing 
power set-up more efficiently. This 
is particularly true of the present 
'Socialist' government of Felipe 
Gonzalez. We feel it is thus histor­
ically appropriate that it should be 
this present (CNT-PSOE) Social 
Democratic coalition which is pres­
iding over the historic economic, 
military, political and cultural int­
egration of Spain into Western Eur­
opean capitalism—something the 
country has hitherto resisted for so’ 
long. (See Brenan's book The Span­
ish Labyrinth, and Franz Borken- 
au's The Spanish Cockpit.)

True, the speeches paid the stand­
ard lip-service to Segui as not merely 
a good, brave man (which he un­
doubtedly was), but as a beacon and 
inspiration in the revolutionary 
struggle for social justice etc, etc. 
There were, in addition to the local 
government and the unions, 'old- I 
time' representatives from the past, j 
But we feel it is in terms of the 
above perspective — the Social Dem­
ocratisation of post-Franco Spain— 
that the institutionalisation of Sal­
vador Segui can best be understood. I

On the evening of 10 March we
stood in light drizzling rain with
about 80 members of the Barcelona
left, bureaucrats, press-men and
photographers to witness the un­
veiling of a memorial plaque to the
murdered anarcho-syndicalist leader
Salvador ('Sugar Boy') Segui (1886-
1923). Ostensibly to commemorate
the sixtieth anniversary of his gunn­
ing down just a few streets away 
from where we live, for us this att­
empted institutionalisation and 
'embalming' of the syndicalist work­
ers' leader remains as unsatisfactory, 
ambiguous and contradictory as the
literature and fails concerning the 
man himself.

Even the facts of Segui's birth, 
nick-name and death—quite apart 
from the nature of his political 
legacy today—are a matter of con­
troversy. According to the plaque, 
dedicated to this 'Defender of the
Working Class', Segui was born in
1886 and died in 1923. Yet Murray ( reformist, collaborationist activities 
Bookchin, for example, would have as other than, and opposed to, 
it (The Spanish Anarchists: The Her- I 'moderation'!
oic Years) that Segui was born in
December 1890 and died at the age
of 33. According to Peter Sedgewick
independent socialist scholar and
translator of Victor Serge's Memoir
of a Revolutionary, 'Sugar Boy' der­
ived from Segui's fondness for sugar 
as a child; Bookchin, however, states 
that it was Segui's 'employment in 
a sugar refinery' which 'earned him
a life-long nick-name'. As for Segui's
death, even Victor Serge, a close
friend and admirer ('Barcelona's
hero of the hour, the quickening 
spirit, the uncrowned leader, the
fearless man of politics who dis­
trusted politicians'), gets his death 
wrong, in his Memoirs killing him
off in 1922. (This error is uncritic­
ally repeated by Richard Greeman, 
translator of Serge's novel Bihh of
Our Power, based on Serge's and
Segui's participation in the unsucc­
essful Barcelona workers' uprising
in July 1917.J1

The ambiguity of Segui's life and
legacy, theory and practice, are cont­
inued in the scholarly literature. Was
he, as trade union organiser, 'essent­
ially' or dominantly a reformist or a
revolutionary, with all the (positive 
and negative, pejorative and honor­
ific) ideological and political conn­
otations these categories have, inside
and outside the 'left'? According to
Serge, Segui was that apparent imp­
ossibility, a libertarian anti-anarch- _
ist—and a revolutionary to boot:

'He was no anarchist, but rather I
a libertarian, quick to scoff at resol­
utions on "Harmonious life under
the sun of liberty", "the blossom­
ing of the self" or "the future soc­
iety"; he presented instead the 
immediate problems of wages, org­
anisation, rents and revolutionary
power.' (Memoirs)

It is , clearly, but a short step from 
this characterisation of Segui to
Serge's own practice as a 'libertarian'
(critical) supporter of Leninism.

But if Serge was a fair-dinkum 
revolutionary, how do we explain
Segui's consistently 'moderate',
moderating influence on the policies
and daily tactics of the National
Confederation of Labour (CNT) of
which, together with Angel Pestana,
he was the outstanding leader?
Symptomatic is his attempt to merge I Labyrinth (1943) inevitably marks 
the CNT with the avowedly non- all subsequent scholarship (even if 
revolutionary UGT trade union, and | only by way of reaction), while the 
his willingness to bargain and negot­
iate deals with bosses' representat­
ives. Indeed, for Bookchin, Segui
was basically neither a libertarian
nor a revolutionary:

'Although Segui was familiar with
Anarchist and Socialist writings, he
remained above all a practical organ­
iser to whom comunismo libertario

remained a distant ideal. Revolut­
ion, in his eyes, seemed primarily a
matter of organisation. A moderate 
who consistently favoured collabor-

romanticises the latter by dodging I Sartre; schools after Orwell; librair- 
the unavoidable, basic question | ies after Freud or Brecht). It's rather 
this generated of the compatibility the particular interpretation of Seg- 
of revolutionary violence—including ui now dominant on the Spanish 

libertarian prin- I left (as expressed at the ceremony), 
and the significance of this for our 
understanding of the state of the 
Spanish, specifically left, po
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