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editorial

The easter protests throughout
Europe and in this country have
once again demonstrated both the
futility and the sincerity of such
actions. Governments have vyet
again been asked to soften the
features of the unacceptable face of
their warfare states in order to allay
the public's fears of impending
doom. And yet there is nothing to
be gained by asking the state to do
something for you, since what they
give you with one hand they take
with the other.

Ask them to remove American
missiles from British soil and leave
us without our deadly weapons!
Do not build PWR nuclear reactors,

but build us some safe ones! Give

us back the right to govern our own
bodies but maintain the society
that denies this. Stop harming poor
animals while testing cosmetics,
buy your ‘beauty products’ from

the shelves of health food shops.

Thousands of concerned indiv-
iduals can pacify their minds quite
simply by devoting the odd burst of
energy and time to some oppressed
minority, righteous causes, or saving
seal cubs. The vast majority of
these display an absolute hypocrisy
in their day to day lifestyle and
tacit acceptance of the status quo.
Their expression, be it of support
or protest, use those very forms and
channels that mimic the state. Their
structured organisations and neatly
programmed solutions just a shadow
of their supposed enemy. Maybe
deep down they realise that they
will change nothing, maybe deep
down that is why they dare.

Anarchists should want every-
thing, and they should want it now.
For they are supposedly revolution-
aries who realise the deceit behind
empty reforms, not well meaning
liberals who deceive themselves
with such naive ease.

It 1s not possible to fragment the
struggle against authority and expect
to succeed. You cannot chip away
at a monolithic state and hope that
it will crumble. It needs to be des-
troyed by an explosion from below
that will blow away its foundations,
leaving it to collapse under its own
weight.

The ecological movement expresses
an ideology of ecology. An ideology
which functions as an alienating
mechanism mediating between the
individual subjectand reality. On the
one hand it creates a mythology, a
conservative romanticism embraced
by ‘soil ideology’ expressing a mys-
tical attachment to ground, cyclical

'sowing, nurturing reaping. This is

an apparent renunciation of indus-
trial society. On the other hand it
represents a mere refinement or
‘purification’ of the present indus-
trial production a moderation of
the worst political and productive
centralism.

Ecologism manifests the bad
conscience of the middle class (the
mother of all modern ideologies)
primming with masochism of guilt
and penitence, the protestant ethics
of wo.k and a fetish with survival-
ism. Pangs of utilitarian gquilt are
felt at the waste of materials and
products produced by this society
of poisoned abundance. In fact the
whole concept of abundance gives
the ecologist shivers of unease as if
It 1sn‘t somehow ‘right’. This gives
an insight, ecologism is a function
of the wealthy nations, this is a
privileged guilt. In addition respon-
sibility for the state of relative
opulence in which we live is taken
on the shoulders of individual eco-
logists, merely for existing in it,
giving the flattering impression that
they actually cause this state of
affairs whereas in fact they are
more victims than agents, and so
guilt is futile.

The protestant ethic of hard
work becomes a fetish in the eco-
logical scheme of things, a living
must be ‘won’ from nature, hard
work 1s seen as ‘healthy’ and the
useless backbreaking toil of the

peasantry of earlier centuries
becomes transformed under the
gaze of the ecologist. Alienated

labour is institutionalised as a
natural state of things and is elevated
to nobility.

The ‘virtues’ of property, artisan-
ship, ‘simple’ pleasures are deified,
but made smaller in compass, tighter,
The ambit of living, of the world,
becomes smaller, petit bourgeois,
more Iinsular both geographically
and epistemologically. The de-cent-
ralisation of ecologism rather than

transformation

For a real

of the world

| leading to a liberation of individuals

leads to a more local control. The
old centralism of power has become
a determinant of its weakness and
so domination can be exerted more
effectively multicentrally in and by
every individual. The social relations
that exist under capital remain un-
changed by this apparent decom-
position of industrial society. For
example the exchange of values
becomes absolutely precise, a world
of economy par excellence where
value I1s accounted to thelast penny,
a miser’'s rationality.

The championing of ‘simple’
pleasures becomes an excuse for
sacrifices and resignation. Rather
than emancipating, this style of life
enslaves. It holds no hope revealing
in a state of constant poverty the
eternal eking out of the time alloted,
ending Iin miserable extinction
when resources finally peter out. In
the prism of private happiness a
world without creativity, of puny
minds and insipid, diluted desires is
promoted as a liberation and a new
utopia.

The ‘back to nature’ movement
in ecology Is an attempt toreturn to
or to live out an impossible history
in @ world which either never existed
or has been so totally transformed
by capital that the ‘countryside’
becomes an artificiality (of unspoilt
leisure areas and agribusiness ter-
ritory) within which the only space
available for ecological development
are the cracks in its structure, the
marginal and unproductive land.

In a sense too, ecologists seek to
abstract themselves from history.
This is a retreat, a form of egoism
and escapism which denies the
world. For individuals hope lies in
the appropriation of history (the
area of action and creativity) and
thus the world; which has for too
long been left in the hands of the
establishment.

The obsession with ‘natural food’
indicates that the problems are seen
as essentially internal and not as
external in the social relations of
of the society of capital. For ex-
ample, wholefood is seen as ‘natural’
and necessarily corrective to im-
prove health and make one ‘well
balanced’. Considered as an alter-
native to the food production of
capitalism there are however whole-

{ ‘v//‘ > ~_ X

anarchist fortnightly

)

AN

' 4

Put an end
t0 ecology

\}

food shops where these products

and many more ‘eco’ products can |

be bought (and with them the
whole 1deology of ecology) in the
same way as any of the other dross

| ors being arrested

!
i

Easter

an
after

The nuclear disarmament movement

was not put to the test at Easter after

all, because the authorities took care

| t0 avoid any serious confrontation

| durinag

the four of demor

But

days

strations. this has r)rl“/ DOST

| poned the reckoning, not avoided it

|

i

| through

On Thursday, the mass blockades
at Greenham Common and Burgh
field were attended by about 1 000

| people each, working in shifts from

dawn throughout the day and then
the night, with
more people involved in support act
ivities,;

nundreds

there was no trouble at all

| the police making sure that work-

people could get into and out of

both bases without any demonstrat-

On Friday, the

‘Human chain’ from Greenham

Common to Burghfield by way of

| Aldermaston was attended by about

| 100,000 people, standing together

commodities produced by caputa|-|

ism. So by diverting dissatisfaction
down acceptable (to capital)
channels ecologism defuses potential
points of conflict, a pseudo alter-
native 1s created within capital and
a spectacle of dissatisfaction suc-
ceeds the real condition. In West
Germany for example the Green
movement has brought much of dis-
saffected youth and the extra-
parliamentary opposition back into
the parliamentary arenaand reform-
iIst politics, and in so doing increas-
ingly marginalises those elements
who do not follow the trend.

In the traditionally neurotic
middle class manner some ecologists

see the sanitization andsterilization

of capital. With reference to the
problem of pollution this could be
said to be a laudable aspiration.
However, this was an inevitable
effect of industrial development, a
necessary precondition to the devel-
opment of the ecological mentality.
As it is, the modifications (‘small is
beautiful’, the production of more
‘durable’ or ‘useful’ products)
imposed on capitalism by the eco-
logy lobby serves to make it more
acceptable to people, more ‘hu-
mane. And as we all know, anything
that does not destroy the enemy
makes it stronger.

Essentially ecology i1s both anti-
metropolitan and anti-industnial,
but one cannot deny the develop-
ment of industnal society the dis-
solution of which on a purely prac-
tical basis is untenable, sheer weight
of numbers would compel the star-
vation of large sections of the pop-
ulation, and for others scraping a
living in the communal gardens of a
block of terraced houses is not
irresistably attractive. It IS neces-
sary then to instrumentalise the
machinery of capital, a tool by
which
can transform their world. A means
by which the unity of dream and
reality can be achieved. In the
society of acology nothing 1S pos-
sible, whereas, in truth, everything
Is possible,

individuals and collectives |

continuously for 14 miles. often in
two or more lines: there was hardly
any trouble, the 200 women who
climbed into Greenham Common
being arrested and released without

charge. On Saturday, the ‘die-in” and

public meeting in Glasgow were
attended by about 4 000 people:
there was no trouble at all. On Sun-

day, the ‘/human chain’atFaslanewas

—
R‘-,“(n\y\g are ro'|o~.|gn('1 10 mark the ( 1gale .
letion of the human chain in Berkshire
on Good Friday
—
attended by about 1,500 people;

there was hardly any trouble, the
five people who climbed into the
base being arrested and released on
minor charges.

The authorities both in Berkshire
and in Scotland had clearly taken
policy decisions to avoid arrests and
serious charges, and to behave as
moderately as possible. Some polit-
iaans and newspapers resorted to
abuse, but nothing serious; one item
was the accusation that extreme
political elements were attaching
themselves to the demonstrations—
the fact is that they have been in-
volved in such activities for 25 years.

Continued on page 6
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'straw man'’

@ The debate on Anarcho-syndicalism
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Is D Dane arquing against Anarcho- F (we don’t want to use any of that

syndicalism, modern technology or
both? Why waste space criticising
“Trade Unionism® as such, Anarcho-
syndicalists are as against it as any-
one else. He produces the old
argument. Anarcho-
syndicalists ‘see the problem of
human liberation I1n economic
terms’. If British Anarchosyndica-
lists seem to over-emphasise the
struggle at work, the need to
abolish wage labour, commodity
production and establish economic
self-management this isn't because
they think other areas of life aren’t
important merely that most British
anarchists have acted as though
industry doesn’t exist and can be
safely 1gnored. Class struggle is
necessary but not sufficient. We
need workers’ control of the means
of production as well as the eradica-
tion of inequalities and authori-
tarianism in the family, in the
community, in education etc.

D Dane also seems to take an
anti-technological stance, ignoring
the fact that the technology
developed at a particular time is in-
evitably connected with the values
and priorities of the existing socio-
economic structure, therefore in an
unequal, profit-oriented capitalist
society all sorts of dangerous, un-
ecological, polluting, dehumanising
technology is developed. A differ-
ent society with different values
and priorities would therefore pro-
duce a technology to benefit, not
exploit, people. D, Dane’s call for
small face to face communities
bringg to mind some pseudo-
medieval commune where all is
bliss apart from disease, super-
stition, unending toil to grow
one’s own food, make one’s own
clothes, build one’s own house etc

nasty technology do we?) To quote
from P Avrich's T7The Russian
Anarchists, p190, ‘Maximov scorned
the sedentary Manilovs In the
Anarcho—Communist camp, ro-
mantic visionaries who pined for
pastoral utopias, oblivious of the
complex forces at work in the
modern world. It was time to
stop dreaming of the Golden Age,
he declared, it was time to “or-
ganize and act”’ ',

Dane’s 1deas lead back to crafts,
unending toil, no intellectual de-
velopment as we spend all our
time and energy surviving. Modern
technology, mass production etc,
plus new developments made
possible by a transformed socio-
economic system give us the possi-
bility of escaping from want, over-
coming a dependence on nature
which Dane seems to enjoy and re-
ducing ‘work’ (ie time spent pro-
ducing goods we need and desire)
to a minimum. To repeat: self-
sufficiency at the level of bare
subsistence is not liberation, it's
merely exchanging one particular
(ie capitalist) form of exploitation

and domination in production and -

consumption for absolute depen-
dence on nature.

As for Dane’s ‘strong tendency’
towards hierarchy, this seems
close to accepting the ‘human
nature’ argument against anarchism.
To accept that any large regional or
national organisation, however it is
organised, is bound to degenerate
into authoritarianism is to rule out
the possibility of an anarchist
society. One can’t logically take
this view and remain an anarchist.
Finally, another quote from Auvrich.
Unfortunately these debates aren’t
irrelevant and out of date. We're

@ Blind as a Bobby and Anti-information

still _having the same arguments
today. The Anarcho-syndicalists
‘always prided themselves on their
modern outlook: unlike the quixotic
Anarcho-Communists, they insisted,
they did not pine for a bygone age
of primitive agricultural communes
but looked forward to a decentra-
lized industrialized society incor-
porating . the latest advances in
science and technology’, p239.
British Anarcho-syndicalists are
trying to learn from history. We
don’t want to repeat the lament of
the Russian anarchist Sergven
Avrich, p193, that the Russian
anarchists ‘were too poorly or-
ganized to keep the rebellion from
being diverted into non-socialist
and _non-libertarian channels’. In a
revolutionary situation in Britain,
the likely beneficiaries of any up-
surge would be the SWP or Militant.
Trying to create a credible anarchist
current in the Labour Movement,
however boring or unhip it may
seem to some, is of vital importance.

Direct Action Movement.

Mark Nelson
Leeds

Anarcho-Syndicalism” particularly
dissapointing. As a criticism of

prove on the abysmal standards set
by NW’s article of last year and

proved a repeat of the condescen-

ding line of argument NW followed.

We are not the complete fools
they seem to assume we are; we do
see the workplace as a vital arena
in which the struggle for social
revolution is to be fought, but that

That's the main reason | joined the

| found D Dane’s article ‘Against

anarcho-syndicalism it failed to im-

does not mean we operate in an
industrial vacuum, We cannot ach-
jeve a libertarian society through
industrial struggle in isolation from
general social development; that this
is not possible is patently obvious.
The fact that Anarcho-Syndicalists
are active in a whole range of issues
proves that we do not have turned
vision with regard to our priorities.

Once again the shortcomings of
capitalist unions are supposedly ap-
plicable to anarcho syndicalism but
the justifications given for this are
vague and hypothetical. Similarly
unsatisfactory is DD's account for
the development of the factory
system that is as naive as it is super-
ficial.

Few people can doubt that the
capitalist factory system subordin-
ates and alienates its workforce.
Anarcho-syndicalism applies an
industrial and technological econ
omy to a libertarian society in whick
the latter determines the former
DD casts doubts as to the desirability
of technology; technology, he feels
‘can mould people’s behaviour . . .1
conform with it! — but so too can
a society that has a retarded tech-
nology. Technology can provide
profits and inequality or more
leisure and greater comfort, it's all
a matter of who controls, the State
or the people.

With regard to DD’s suggestions
for an anarchist alternative, if indeed
the writer wished to avoid laying
down a blueprint then in that she/
he certainly suceeded. | sincerely
hope that at |least the article fulfills

DD’ wish in stimulating ideas
about new forms of libertarian
organisation, it seems we are

desperately short of them.

lan Swain
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‘frame’ on it. With a corkscrew in , you may be able to give.

| am glad | got FREEDOM for the
12th March. The article ‘Blind as a
Bobby® was very good. Of course,
the City Police could cure the un-
employment. But it would be better
if they could only get new green
uniforms, with brass buttons painted
red, instead of that silly looking
helmet, with that Roman guard
thing on it. Couldn’t they wear
black bonnets? We would then
realize that they were in mourning
for all the people that are killed by
‘accident’. The badge on the bonnet
could be made of EPNS. In the
middle of the badge on the bonnet
there would be the £p sign, and give
them all white walking sticks.

Before training, the advertise-
ment for them should make sure
they all have C levels. Occasionally
they could be let out of the City.
To stop the unemployed looking
In waste paper baskets. Make sure
the unemployed were properly
dressed too. Collar and tie etc. And
frisk an occasional one for fags.
Bring them back to the Police station
if they have the wrong brand.

Put up a proper flag over the Old
Bailey. A white flag with a gold

There have recently been several
letters from people suggesting that
any interests other than purist
Anarchism are diversionary. | dis-
agree,

Historically ‘pure’ Anarchism
has been a class-struggle to over-
throw the State and lead to an
Anarchist society based on Anarcho-
syndicalist principles. This may be
so but the Anarchist movement |s
not numerically strong enough, at
present, to bring such a change
about.

Anarchism is also THE ideology
of total liberation. Hence if Anarchs
want to be active they tend to join
any liberatory struggle(s) they sup-
port. This may be the workers,

peace, animal rights, feminist, anti-

racist (or whatever) movement.

the middle. And when somebody
appeared in the Old Bailey make
sure the judge was a member of the
honourable quild of Master Brewers,
and paint out that crap over the
door of the Old Bailey, about defen-
ding the poor. The poor should not
be poor in the Welfare State. Any-
one found gquilty of being poor
could be made to clean out the
Guild Hall for 6 weeks, 7 days a
week. The judge would know that
thousands had been released from
the poverty trap by Mr Chancellor
Howe of the Exchequer.

There will be no end to the pros-
pects of a lawyer in 1984, All the
best to your readers and writers.

Zeno

=

First of all | would like to say that |
very much admire FREEDOM and
read it whenever it becomes avail-
able to me over here. In fact the
purpose of this letter is to inform
you of a project which a group of
us here wish to initiate in Europe
this summer and to request any
assistance (definitely not Financial)

g Purist Anarchism and pure reviews

—

Taking the animal rights move-
ment as one example, non-speciesist
Anarchs are being attracted to it
because it actually takes direct
action rather than just talking about
it. (Would CND sit down and stop
traffic in Trafalgar Square or
attempt mass NVDA in Downing
Stree?) Some Animal Rights activists
are also becoming genuine Anar-
chists,

Those who join our movement
from such ‘diversionary’ causes
soon realise that due to political and
monetary vested interests nuclear
weapons, animal abuse or inequality
won't be stopped until there is
Anarchy. Many then think about
how to get such a society-and turn
to ‘purist” Anarchism for the answer.

So | think that instead of being

We are a group of Film makers
who feel that images, be they film
or television, are increasingly
becoming the currency of Western
Society. It is no secret that one of
the main ways in which the author-
itarian ideology of our society is
propagated is through the image
media. We feel it is time for Anar-
chists who have access to the tools
of image making to start producing
Anti-Authoritarian visual media. in
much the same way that papers
such as FREEDOM combat the lies
in the power-media.

One of the first projects we wish
to attempt is a survey of some of
the main European urban centres
and to film some of the ‘direct
action’ type alternatives being prac-
ticed in them. Squatting of course
comes to mind immediately but we
are thinking also of papers such as
yours and how they operate, Art,
Music, Non-Nuclear groups etc. . .

We want to present Canadians
with some real alternatives, ones
which are being practiced success-
fully elsewhere by real people. We
want to do this however in an anti-

divarsionary the presence of Anarchs
in the various liberatory struggles
strengthen the movement.

Like it or not, Anarchists are
involved in many causes. So let's
have no more of the ‘more Anar-
chist than thod attitude.

Let’s respect the differences
between us but remain united
against our common enemy, the
State., Surely that's what it's all
about,

AMES

Michel Prigent was quite right to
point out the error in my review of
Sanguinetti’'s On Terrorism and the
State. In the light of Sanguinetti’s

media way, to try and produce
images which make people question
the authoritarian basis of our
society. One very important thing
we would like to film is the workings
of a paper such as FREEDOM or
if this is out of the question then
maybe just talk to some of you
about your objectives. Also it would
be greatly appreciated if you could
suggest any other ideas you would
like to see a project of this nature
express or put us in touch with
other groups or people who are in-
volved in one way or another with
the struggle for freedom.

Of course we don’t ask you to
make any hard and fast decisions
until you meet us face to face
(sometime between June & Septem-
ber) but an answer to this letter
with any ideas or information
(information covering anywhere in
Europe will be very welcome) would
be appreciated greatly, our address
IS
lan Doncaster
3863 Union St
Burnaby USC 2W4
British Columbia
Canada

thesis | accept that it was quite in-
appropriate to list the Red Brigades
with the IRA, PLO and ETA in the

context of alternative governments

fighting for control with the existing
governments,

In his final paragraph Michel
offers us the 16th century Bishop
of Ely’s recommendation to always
seize upon books with a picture of
a cat and mouse on the frontispiece
(the same logo which appears on
the cover of On Terrorism . . .) As,
in the previous sentence, Michel has
already urged us to never trust a
priest L am sure he will understand
how errors and contradictions can

creep into the most carefully pre-
pared text,

L






















	DSC_3157 - Copy
	DSC_3157
	DSC_3158 - Copy
	DSC_3158
	DSC_3159 - Copy
	DSC_3159
	DSC_3160 - Copy
	DSC_3160



