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Dear Adult,

You have been selected for FREE
ENTRY to the 1983 State Lottery.
Your personalised Voting Card is
enclosed. No-one else has this
number, it is exc/usive to you. We
have a record ot it.

Take this number down to your
local branch, conveniently situated
near your home and you have the
chance towin a share in the Govern-
ment of your choice. When the new
model Government s launched,
more than one person in four will
be able to enjoy the thnll of it
being their choice.

YOU COULD BE ONE OF
THESE LUCKY PEOPLE.

Just think of all the things you
could do if your vote was to draw
that FIRST PRIZE:

. . . It could mean years of old

fashioned, traditional, artisan

crafted British Superiority. Your
individually tailored place in
this glorious New Society Is

ALREADY RESERVED FOR

YOU.

With the aid of the most modern
sampling methods, you will be
allotted a special role, suited just to
you, the salt-of-the-earth Worker, the
backbone-of-the-country Clerk, the
superior Manager, the warmhearted
Housewife. (The Management re-
serve the rightto allot an alternative
prize as Unwelcome Ethnic or Social
Security Scrounger). Won't the
neighbours be jealous! Just imagine
their faces! But don’t worry about
their envy getting the better of
them no effort will be spared to
regulate this Glorious New Society.
On your behalf, we will take your
money and invest it in pageants for
your entertainment, superior life
styles which you can dream of
emulating and those Technological
Miracles, examples of superb crafts-
manship and good old British know-
how, the latest model Weapons
Systems.

This prize is available in several
exciting new colourways:

Victorian Virtue, Nationalised Soup-
kitchen, Centralist Jelly, Any Other.

What's more, you've already
drawn the right to claim a free
Mystery Gift.

Waiting, ready for you to claim
it, is the exciting game of Intrigue
and Speculation, ‘Manifesto’, thrill
as you and your friends try to guess
which is the winning promise, the
one which will actually be kept!
Hours of fun for alll (All entries are
accepted subject to strict adherence
to the Rules and Regulations [Pub-
lished & Unpublished]. No cash
altemative is available. The Manage-
ment’s decision is final. Any quib-
bling will lead to disqualification.)

Surprisingly enough, as we go to
press the Falklands factor has played
practically no part at all in the argy-
bargy of the last couple of weeks
(pun intended). No doubt the Tory
think-tank, if that is not a contra-
diction in terms, has decided to lea
leave the sweet smell of success
wafting on the anniversary air to
seep Into the tribal subconscious of
the masses and not draw too much
attention to what has transpired
since our glorious mini-victory and
close shave.,

The embarrassment that could
be generated if the subject came up
for intensive argument was just
hinted at last week when Mrs
Thatcher was appearing on the TV
programme ‘On the Spot’, in which
members of the public were screen-

d ed In from different areas to ask

questions. An ‘ordinary woman’ —
le, Just a voter — successfully pinned
Maggie down on the question of the
sinking of the ‘Belgrano’, the Argen-
tine warship whose loss gave General
Galtieri the first martyrs of the war,
and which has since been found to
have been some fifty miles outside,
the British-imposed exclusion zone,
on the mainland side and sailing
westward — that is, away from
where the British fleet was waiting
for it.

All this took place at a time
when the Peruvian Government was
trying to come between the Argen-
tine and British governments in
order to establish some kind of
formula for heading off the ooming
armed conflict, Having sent the task
force all that way, however, Thatcher
was determined to get as much
political kudos as possible out of
this little God-send for Glory. On
the telly last week she didn’t deny
the facts. — she just gave her own
interpretation of them, which was
that as head of the British state, it
was her bounden duty to ‘protect
the lives of our British sailors’,
threatened by this ship sailing off
in the opposite direction.

We are sorry not to have caught
the name of the lady asking the
question (or even to note where she
came from) — but she really had
Maggie rattled, for she bravely pres-
sed on with the issue and had the
Prime Minister stammering and
repeating herself, eyes flashing with
anger, but trying hard to keep the
soulful, concerned look of the
Leader worried only about her
followers. The fact that some
hundreds of British sailors and
soldiers and airmen were, burned,
maimed or killed as a result of the
decision to sink the Belgrano —
which apparently emanated from
London — has got to wait some
time for confirmation, for Maggie's
trump card was to tell her persistent
questioner that the whole truth
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would be made known — in 30
yvears’ time, when the official docu-
ments could be published,

By which time, you might think,
Maggie will have ensured that the
great British public will have had a
rather larger conflagration of its
own to worry about. Such is
Thatcher’s anger about the current
rash of Cabinet leaks that a clamp-
down is forecast. She probably
won’t even tell us about the holo-
caust until after we're safely dead.

You may also be asking yourself
now why the opposition hasn't
seized upon the Falkland disaster to
hammer the Tories with. Well,
nobody lucky enough to have had
their radio switched on on April
2nd last year and to have heard
Michael Foot’s speech in the House
of Commons, would need to ask
themselves that question.

It was absolutely in line with
Labour’s traditional stance as Her
Majesty's Loyal Opposition, every
single member of which has bent
his or her knee to take the Loyal
Oath of Allegiance to Her Britannic
Majesty before taking his seat In
the House of Commons to represent
the interests of the slum-dwellers,
the halt, the sick and the lame, the
homeless and the hopeless and the
helpless.

Oddly enough, none of the
gentlemen of the Press thought on
that brave day that Michael was
himself a candidate for the geriatric
ward. We might have ailmostbelieved
that there were moist eyes in the
Press Gallery as one crabbed old
backbench Tory came forward and
pumped Michael’s hand, grunting
‘God Bless You for speaking for
England!’ and certainly the rest of
the House, Liberals, Social Demo-
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crats, Ulster Unionists, Methodists,
Catholics, Seventh Day Adventists,
Masons, Closet Deviants, ex-Fascists,
ex-Communists and exhonest indiv-
iduals, all rose to their feet to cheer
Foot. . . and condemn the squalid
fascist leader of a militarist junta,
to whom they were selling weapons
only the week before.

No wonder the poor sod can't
make any political capital out of
the Falklands factor now!

It’s a dead issue — like all the
other poor sods who didn’t come
back.

And before we pass on to other
things — have you noticed how
Northern Ireland doesn’t get a men-
tion in this election? Could that be
because it was a Labour Govern-
ment that sent in the troops In
the first place? Could that be
because it was Woy Jenkins (as a
Labour Minister) who extended the
(Labour) anti-terrorist legislation
for holding suspects? Could it be
that every state’s man or woman
and every potential state’s man or
woman knows that the British state
needs Northern Ireland as a training
ground for ‘low intensity operations’
— |e, suppression of the civilian
population?

For come what may, the depres-
sion has some time to go yet. That-
cher did not call this election after
only four years for nothing. She
knows full well that there is worse
to come, that the present lull in the
steady increase in the inflation rate
IS — just a lull. Unemployment is
still steadily creeping up, if for no
other reason, because the technical
changes that are taking place In
industry demand far fewer workers.
You and you and you are just not
going to be wanted. But you could
be a problem.
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anarchist fortnightly

It 1s extremely lucky for the
Tories that it is Michael Foot who
happens to be leader of the Labour
Party at this particular time, for, say
what vou like about Mike, he has
been a sincere nudear disarmer for
a long, long time. Which 1s more
than you can say for other leaders
of the party. It so happens that
(seeing many popular votes) the
Labour Party at i1ts conference
decided to throw in its lot with the
re-born CND of the 80’, so the
Conservatives have been able to
switch the main argument Iin this
election — so far at least — on to
the issue of what they laughingly
call defence, rather than the domes-
tic economy. In this, they are helped
by Labour leaders Healey and Shore,
both against unilateralism, leaving
Foot himself to try to explain the
deliberately ambivalent Manifesto.

And in this ‘defence’ field, we
ate on to the shifting grounds of
fears and consequences. The un-
Known temritories of hypothetical
questions, of assertions needing no
proof, of the inbuilt zenophobia of
an imperial power that has lost its
empire and whose slavish people
identified — and still do identify —
too strongly with their masters.

This election iIs going to be won
on fear. Not only the fear of un-
employment — for millions already
know the truth about that and
those not yet unemployed know
that, somehow, you can still survive,
And, anyhow, what’s so marvellous
about work when all it means iIs
being used for someone else’s
benefit?

The fear i1s of a future that no-
body can foretell, or, perhaps, of
no future at all. Of all being blown
to hell — or a hell on earth. For
make no mistake about it — if the
Tories win this election, they will
usher in the mostreactionary regime
this country has seen this century.
And no other party is likely to win.

All the evidence shows that
when fear strikes, everybody runs
to Big Daddy — or, in this case, Big
Mummy. The terrible thing is, that
nobody believes in themselves. Our
education, our conditioning, our
religions, all, all are geared to make
us believe that we need someone
outside of ourselves. And above all:
that's what our politics is all about.

Listen to your militants; to your
reactionaries and vyour scientific
revolutionaries; to the avant garde
and the rearguard and the vanguard
and the Coldstream Guards and the
prison guards. Listen to those who
say ‘You must use your vote! You
must choose someone to represent
you! You cannotdo anything your-
selfl You cannot take the law into
your own hands! Anything else is
Anarchy!

Then you'll know,
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I've been encouraged recently by
some of FREEDOM's renewed, and
major coverage of CND activities
(and to a lesser extent that of the
wider peace movement). 2,000 or
so risking arrest at Burghfield and
Greenham at Easter, with 70,000
standing the next day in their
support, is reason enough for this —
let alone the more sustained and
reqular civil disobedience at the
peace camps.

It's quite remarkable that such a
‘broad church’ organisation, albeit
in symbolic fashion, is committed
to law-breaking, and especially
remarkable in view of CND's resis-
tance to direct action in the 1960s.
The Burghfield sight of Bruce Kent
(General Secretary of CND) and
Annajoy David (Youth CND) sitting
quietly in the mud reading FREE-
DOM would not have been possible
before. Incidentally, | agree with
Alan Albon (letters 7th May) in
taking Michel Prignent to task for
insulting Bruce Kent. It would per-
haps be constructive if Michel were
to meet and discuss CND with
Bruce before jumping to conclusion
and Iinsult.

However | regret that FREEDOM
reporters found the registration and
preparation for the Dblockade
‘bureaucratic’. With three gates and
24 hours to cover, planning is essen-

tial. The ‘bureaucratic’ procedures
also included a legal briefing, a
briefing on the geography of the
site, details on how decisions were
to be made over the day, provision
of emergency phone numbers and
the chance to ask the practical
questions we all had,

| hope groups will try to prepare
in advance for future actions — as
we have been asked to do for Upper
Heyford. Such organisation prevents
chaos and lightens the work-load of
the local activists.

There are a number of good
reasons for this. At Burghfield each
group — through the spokespersons
meeting — could feed in their ideas
and feelings on continuing the
blockade without calling the whole
thing off for a meeting or leaving
the decision making in the hands of
pre-selected leaders. Demonstrations
can also be very lonely occasions
and isolated demonstrators who
haven't a clue what's going on can
get into difficulties. At Torness a
few years ago, the police dumped
people miles from anywhere in the
early hours. Such hassles are more
easily overcome by adequate pre-
paration, information and support.
Local activists have the right to
Insist on organisation and prepara-
tion as 1t 1s they who have to carry
on the campaign when everyone

else has ‘gone home. (If the organi-
sation Is too-rigid for some, there
are lots of other ways to make indi-
vidual protest — there's certainly no
shortage of military sites.)

The FREEDOM reporters were
not the only group to be turned
away from the Burghfield blockade.
The Socialist Workers Party were
chucked off one gate — not by
CND officials, but by the rest of
the blockaders. They then pro-
ceeded to get up most people’s
noses by rejecting the agreed non-
violent nature of the blockade.
With some other ego-trippers and
macho types they took advantage
of the difficult position where 23
civilian houses (mostly rented by
non-Ministry of Defence staff) lay
behind the blockade. Much of the
pushing and shoving referred to in
FREEDOM was caused by the SWP
and their friends. It did not win
many people to a favourable view
of their Party.

Conflict will of course continue
within our ranks but | think it's
futile to criticise CND for having
some committees — especially since
CND is a federal organisation with
all sorts of autonomous local
groups — though | appreciate that
at Burghfield there were some diffi-
culties between local and national
activists. Whether Sanity encourages

debate or not, there will be plenty
of debate in hundreds of local CND
papers whose combined circulation
is well above that of Sanity.

Finally, though the numbers
taking part at Easter were Im-
pressive, the total is still only just a
bit up on a good gate at a Man-
chester United football match, The
turn-out at the Dawes Hill peace
chain was thousands short of what
was expected and the recent Laken-
heath blockade had to be trimmed
to a ‘walk-on” and picnic on the
base. |f we, and local groups, get
too enthused by the odd big-time
event and discover the hard way
that people won’t — or can’t — trek
all over the place getting arrested,
we've got problems. I'm concerned
therefore at the calls for ‘major
confrontation’,

The Animal Liberation Front has
shown the effectiveness of regular,
well-prepared, small-scale actions.
| think this type of action can be
more useful, is more easily sus-
tained and is more in Keeping with
anarchist politics.

However successful we are at
Upper Heyford — please — let’s not
have calls for constantly bigger and
bigger blockades.

Ross Bradshaw
Nottingham
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M LAF congratulated

| fear that in writing this I'm going
to bring forth sighs from readers
and charges of “We've heard it all
before’. But as I'm only 19 and
have only been active in the strug-
gle for about six months | can plead
ignorance.

The fact is that | simply cannot
see how anarchists can justify using
violence on other people as part of
their campaign.My reason is that if
we did manage to overthrow the
state by violent methods, it follows
that our power would rest on the
ability to keep those who oppose us
under control. This sounds uncannily
like the present system of repression

Another reason is one which |
have got from Ronald Sampson’s
pamphlet Society without the

of anarchists IS to renounce any
desire for power over others. Like-
wise, does it not follow that, in
order to be true to their aims of
disarmament and peace, anarchists
must first throw away their own
guns?

With this in mind | find many of
the sentiments expressed in certain
‘anarchist” papers hypocritical. |
quote here from an article in Work-
ers Playtime (February 1983): Our
aims are not pacific, but revolution-
ary and warlike: We do not call for
disarmament but seek the arming of
the proletariat....The Ruling Class
will only be disarmed through the
organised violence of an Insur-
rectionary working class. Personally
this sounds too much like SWP

Congratulations on the beginning of
another London Anarchist Feder-
ation: it is surely well needed. Itwill
permit the contiuity of knowledge
of anarchist activities that have
occurred and do occur. :
In London over the last ten years
more than one hundred libertarian
groups have come and gone. New
groups start without the benefit of
the people around who have tried,
or know of, tactics similer to those
which they now plan. The same
errors are repeated, services are
duplicated, and resources go
unused, as there is a lack of co-
operation between various groups
and individuals. There is much
more that can be done with the
existing situation to promote and

energies.

In the report (7 May) you mention
that it took a ‘Canadian Comrade’
to initiate the LAF. It should be
realised that it is always through
the energy and ideas of many
people c¢hat any one individual’s
action takes place. | am sure that
both directly and indirectly other
comrades have helped organize or
inspire wne formation of LAF: let
us not forget them. Secondly, an
anarchist comrade would not be a
‘Canadian’.. The state artificially
claims humans as its citizens for
its purposes of manipulation; let
us not follow its errors. The comrade
in question would hopefully be an
internationalist or a non-nationalist,

as | would hope all anarchists
State. In it he rightly states that rhetoric for my liking. Is this the build anarchist possibilities if we would be.
anarchists, t& be true to their aims, Vvoice of an anarchist? attempt coordination. The Federa- J.Martin

must not strive to obtain power
over others because it would be
hypocrisy. So the first requirement

F A Woodbines disagreements with
anarcho-$yndicalism is
revolutionary strategy, as stated in

her/his letter (FREEDOM 21.5.83).
Strategically we agree on the impor-

tance of militant class struggle of an
organised nature. What we disagree

on is the tactical nature of that

organisation.

The point is that workers coun-
cils are no less free from thedangers
of bureaucratic degeneration and

I'd be pleased to hear what other
readers think.

John

syndicalism is ‘utopian’ and an ‘out-

not over dated platitude” is based on the

supposed evidence of events in
Europe in the last 15 years. If you
take a limited enough area and
timespan you can prove any polit-
ical trend, but to make any rigorous
examination of workers organisation
at least 150 years is needed, the
time since the industrial revolution.
Likewise since the development of

tion can and will facilitate solving
some of these problems and more if
we give It a chance and a bit of our

the description of the most advanced

part of the revolt, the Nantes
Commune, in Fisera’s anthology
(Writing on the Wall, Extract 176,
Nantes: A Whole Town Discovers
the Power of the People, from,
Cahiers de Mai 15 June) the mili-
tants of the CGT FO Loire Atlan-
tique took a great part in the quasi-
self managementat the Sud Aviation
factory and in the mutual aid that

g Strategy and tactics — Anarcho - syndicalism

growth of the CNT in this period.
That, despite the lying claims of
some people, the CNT, unlike the
UGT and CC.00, continue to
reject reformism. It was the only
union to give support to the Roca
strike, to reject the Momoloa pact,
and to refuse to take part in the

elections to the state registered
factory councils.

4. Italy 1969 & 1977. The tradition

FREEDOM , a global economy of multinational took place in the town. Unlike the of the Italian autonomia is a very

Editorial Collective ol co.nsnderably more at fiS.k .tO corporations and state monopolies, other unions they followed a rey- diverse movement which includes

84b Whitechapel High St being incorporated into the existing with increasing convergence of glutionary syndicalist line. Marxist-leninists such as Autonomia
R e o system than anarcho-syndicalist the two in the form of ‘Vodka-

We reserve the right to cut

unions. An example, the Polish
workers councils of 1956 were

Cola" trade and production deals,
western Europe is too small an area

2. Portugal 1974-5. Although the
Anarcho-Syndicalist CGT was
important in the 30’s it emerged

Operaia, as well as libertarians who
fight the ‘Historic Compromise’
between the Christian Democrats

lottars unless otherwise soon absorbed b.y the Gromulka to make any generalisations about  after decades of severe repression and the ‘Communist’ Party. Anar-

specified by the author. dect 1LY “’h'!“ Solidarity thoughnot the relevance of militant unions. and with Spain still under Franco’s cho-Syndicalists also are part of this

inspired directly by anarchism, However it may be convenient if regime. Despite general good-will it movement. Besides the US| and

All signed articles reflect posed such a threat to the state that you wish to avoid looking at recent  ya unfortunately unable to have Direct Action Committees they are

the opinion of the authors, 't had to be met with brute force developments in other industrialised  mych influence. However they are to be found in other autonomous

not necessarily those of by tne police and army under regions, such as the rise of fighting g fighting and publish the paper grass roots structures, in the groups
$he sditorial collective. Jaruzelski. Moreover workers coun- unions and re-emergence of anarch- ‘A Bahtala’. As for the Workers

cils are also advocated by various
authoritarians in the Marxist camp,
not as a means to a liberation of
society and workers self manage-
ment, but as a mere appendage to
thedictatorship of a vanguard party.
An anarcho-syndicalist trade union
does not share this ambiguity, the
nationalists and marxists have
attempted to enter the CNT in
Spain, but have failed miserably.
The statement that anarcho-

ism in Poland in the eastern bloc
and Brazl in the developing states
of the ‘South’. Nor should the fight
against super exploitation by the
Black Trade Unions of South Africa

Committees, they were wrecked by
the rival Marxist sects.

3. Spain 1976-7. When F A Wood-
bine says of events in Spain at this
time ‘And none (of the revolts)

be ignored. Even looking at western  resulted in the formation of synd-

Europe over the past 15 years out-
right dismissal of syndicalist forms
does not hold water,

Taking the examples:

1. France May 68. If you look at

icalist unions to act as the per-
mwnent organs of proletarian resis-
tance.’, it is she/he that has more in
common with the Flat Earth
Society, rather than the DAM,
Comrades know the extent of the

of the Federations such as the FAI,
and in the official unions (EG CGIL)
fighting the bureaucracy.

If anarcho-syndicalism is so irrel-
evant then why, in recent years,
has there developed groups such as
DAM in Britain NSF in Norway
ASO in Denmark FAR in Germany
and support in unions such as the
SAC in Sweden and the OVB in
the Netherlands.

TCB
Leeds DAM
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