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FOR the past few years, firebomb attacks 
have been made on holiday homes in 
rural areas of Wales, and communiques 
have been issued, allegedly from political 
groupings, claiming these actions as part 
of a campaign to deter well-to-do people 
from the adjacent industrialised areas of 
the English Midlands from buying country 
cottages, and in so doing pushing up pro­
perty prices thus preventing less well-to- 
do local people from acquiring homes.

It will immediately be asked how the 
burning of houses can solve a housing 
problem, but anyone acquainted with the 
Welsh political scene will understand that 
such acts, whether well-intentioned or 
malicious, and whether effective or not, 
only come about as a result of the despair 
felt by many Welsh people at the econo­
mic and political pressures which are des­
troying the basis of Welsh culture, and 
the rural communities which largely 
support it.

The most public expression of that 
culture is the National Eisteddfod, that 
gathering of poets, writers and choirs 
which is held each August and which to 
the English eye, seeing only the robed 
figures and the ceremonial, looks like 
some sort of quaint ritual; but it is an 
event of the highest importance which 
attracts numerous visitors from all over 
Wales. Although the Eisteddfod is 
non-political, it is natural that the joyful 
atmosphere spills over from the Eisteddfod 
field into the local pubs, where naturally 
some of the talk is of a political nature. 
This year the event is to be held at New­
port, Gwent, and no doubt the Gwent 
constabulary will be discreetly in the 
background, making sure that the law is 
observed.

A Welsh popular music group named 
Anhrefn (the word may be translated into 
English as ‘anarchy’, but only in the sense 
of disorder or confusion) was booked for 
a gig at a disco club in Newport for the 
fourth of August, but the manager of the 
club cancelled the booking after a visit 
from the police ‘who’, she is quoted as 
saying, ‘suggested’ she cancel the event 
‘for the club’s sake’. Perhaps she had in 
mind the future renewal of her licence.

We quote from the South Wales Argus 
(28 July): ‘Chief Superintendent Arthur

AND HOUSING SHORTAGE
if nobody buys it fora holiday cottage, it s a chicken coop.
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Jones, of Newport police, said they had 
no evidence that the concert would have 
been disorderly. He stressed that they 
were merely making the club manager 
aware of the connection between the 
group and Class War’.

In the same issue the South Wales 
Argus in its editorial first condemns the 
campaign to burn holiday cottages, then 
condemns Class War ‘who openly support 
the arson campaign and are dedicated to 
“the overthrow of capitalism”’. It then 
goes on to question the action of the 
police:

There is a slight but sinister risk 
that this could be introducing pol­
itical considerations into the norm­
ally apolitical stance of the police... 
the police could be in danger of 
treading an extremely narrow line. 

And we are minded of the 
famous edict of Voltaire: ‘I disap­
prove of what you say, but I will 
defend to the death your right to 
say it’.

Facts and opinions
Before we go on to comment, let us 

ascertain the facts as reported in the>lr^ws.
It seems that Anhrefn had taken part in a 
‘Rock against the Rich’ tour organised by 
Class War, and was going to call its can­
celled gig ‘Rock against the Eisteddfod’, 
which its spokesman Rhys Mwyn describes 
as ‘sloganeering which should not be taken 
too seriously’. More seriously, the South 
Wales Argus tells us that Class War ‘are 
believed to raise money for the holiday 
home arson campaign’.

Now, we do not believe Class War is 
raising money for the arson campaign 
(though we do not believe either that it 
would be successful, were it to bring an 
action for libel against the Argus). It is 
true that the latest issue of Class War 
(no. 29) carries a short article stating 
that ‘firebomb attacks on holiday homes 
owned by the rich have continued’, under 
the headline ‘Keep the Home Fires Burn­
ing’; but this seems to be in line with its 
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Book now for
Book Fair 1988

THIS years Anarchist Bookfair will be 
held on Saturday October 8th at Conway 
Hall. At the moment we need all possible 
stallholders to contact us (New Anarchist 
Review) at 84b Whitechapel High Street, 
London El 7QX. The cost of the Hall 
and the publicity comes from the stall­
holders, who pay 10% of their takings on 
the day. We are asking for a £10 deposit 
for a full table (a fiver for a half) which 
will be non-refundable. Last year space 
was in short supply and it seems likely 
that those who have not paid a deposit 
will have no table space.

There will be a social in the evening, so 
if you have any ideas or offers of help 
(for example with the creche or with 
publicity) please contact us at the above 
address.

New Anarchist Review

London 
Anarchist 
Forum
Monday 5 September at 8pm in the 
North Room at Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, London WC1, Open Discussion. 
Subsequent meetings on Fridays, at 
Mary Ward Centre, 42 Queen Square, 
WC1 (Behind Southampton Row, opposite 
Russell Square. Meetings start 8.00pm, 
Forum people usually in ground floor 
cafe beforehand).

Sept 23 Charles Crute (an editor of 
Freedom)’. Anarchist publish­
ing, problems and prospects 

Sept 30 Open Discussion
Oct 7 Peter Neville, Anarchism and

civilisation
Oct 14 Open Discussion
Oct 21 George Walford, Class politics;

an exhausted myth.
Oct 28 Open Discussion

Justin I and Justin II
The ‘Justin’ who has been writing for 
Freedom for decades is a different 
person from the ‘Justin’ now writing in 
Pinch of Salt, the Christian anarchist mag.

The Raven 5 is now ready. On the front is 
a drawing of a totem pole, to illustrate an 
article by george Woodcock, ‘Raven, the 
Prometheus of the Indians’. Inside are 
some delightful new illustrations to the
Bestiary poems of Kenneth Rexrotb, by 
Clifford Harper. Other articles include
Caroline Robertson on Victor B. Neuberg,

Colin Ward on the Thinner City, George 
Walford on the Source of Anarchism,
L Susan Brown on Anarchism and Human
Nature, and an account of the Spies for 
Peace after twenty-five years.
96 pages, £2.50 post free.

9We are deeply persuaded that if anything is to be done in a
socialist sense in this country, it will be accomplished outside 
Parliament, by the free initiative of British workmen, who will 
take possession for themselves of capital, land, houses, and 
instruments of labour, and then combine in order to start life on 
the new lines of local independence.

Parliamentary rule is capital rule. It has served its time. No 
Parliament, however noisy, will help to accomplish the Social 
Revolution. And it is not to parliamentary rule that the 
revolted workmen will look for the economic and political 
reorganisation of the People. J
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