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Middle Class Utopia
Now as a possible dock strike looms, 

we must admit that Thatcher’s supreme 
triumph has been that of deflating the 
trade unions. But are there rules for 
smashing unions? Is there a trick to it, 
which could be taught like a trade at 
some school of government?

The case for Thatcher the great 
tactician seems to be, according to 
Crick, that she, armed intellectually with 
the ‘economic liberalism of Hayek and 
Milton Friedmann’ has been able to 
execute a preconceived political blueprint. 
Is Thatcherism the product 
masterplan?

Curiously enough an early 
century novel maps out how 
class utopia, such as Thatcher’s, may be 
realised. In 1907 Ernest Bramah wrote 
The Secret of the League in which he 
visualised a Labour Government in 
office. This imaginary Labour administra­

AFTER more than ten years of Thatcher 
Government, the political pundits are 
cashing in by publishing books analysing 
the Thatcher era. Hugo Young in his book 
One of Us has said Thatcher promises to 
stay with us ‘into an indefinite future’, 
and one critic recently admitted he’d 
given up writing her obituaries.

For Hugo Young the triumph of 
Thatcherism is a personal one: ‘There was 
no corner of British society to which 
“Maggie” could not sooner or later turn 
her hand: no problem which she could 
not solve, no governmental triumph that 
failed to be peculiarly hers.’ In politics 
staying the course is important, and being 
on top is even more important. Because 
of this ability to stay on top the aura of 
greatness, and even genius, sticks to 
Thatcher, as they say, like shit to a 
blanket.

Even her political enemies and rivals 
must now apply to her the mantle of 
greatness, and admire her political skills. 
Not to do so, having failed to unseat her 
for over a decade, would be to cast them­
selves in an incompetent light. Now her 
greatness is established it will become 
possible for historians and political 
theorists to issue mountains of books on 
the subject.

One contribution to this inflation of 
the Thatcher factor was made by Bernard 
Crick in The Independent last year, when 
he suggested that the Labour Party leaders 
‘have missed a vital part of her [Mrs 
Thatcher’s] popular ideology, and they 
have not understood its roots, which lie 
in high theory’. I had a feeling that Crick 
was after promoting a bit of job creation 
lor leftist intellectuals; implying that the 
Labour Party should set up a ‘Think Tank’ 
to combat Thatcher’s right-wing theorists. 
No party stipend was mentioned, but he 
urges Kinnock to listen to the intellectuals 
of the Left like Hobsbawn, John Lloyd 
and Raymond Plant.

Like most political theorists, Mr 
Crick tends to see successful politics in 
terms of schemes and strategies rooted 
in the realm of ‘high theory’. If only 
Labour could come up with the correct 
theoretical formula, all would be well!

tion didn’t introduce a Socialist economy 
but continued to run capitalism for their 
own benefit — raising wages, promoting 
a massive bureaucracy, and placing tough 
taxes on the rich. Against this regime a 
conspiracy develops among the upper 
class. Their weapon is the consumer 
strike. I

For two years the upper class 
conspirators secretly hoard fuel-oil, and 
convert coal burning plant to oil-burning: 
then suddenly they boycott Britain’s 
main industry — the coal industry. The 
miners have no outlet for the sale of coal, 
vast unemployment and distress follow, 
ending in a civil war in which the upper 
class get foreign aid. After their victory 
they abolish the unions, and set up a 
non-parliamentary regime.

The current crippled trade union 
movement, and impotent parliamentary 
opposition, is as good a result so far as 
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Note for Raven readers
A number of Raven subscribers have been 
enquiring about issue no. 7. Editorial 
problems have delayed publication. We 
are hoping it will be ready for dispatch 
some time in M ay.

Anarchist Forum
Mary Ward Centre, 42 Queen Square, WC1 
(behind Southampton Row, opposite 
Russell Square). Meetings Fridays 8.00pm, 
forum people usually in ground floor cafe 
beforehand.
5 May George Walford: The Two-Sided 

Anarchist
12 May Peter Neville: The Essence of 

Anarchism
19 May Open discussion
26 May Fred James: Group Dynamics 

and Ideology
2 June Open discussion
9 June Open discussion
16 June George Walford: Anarchism, a

Consequence of Ideology
23 June Open discussion
30 June Open discussion

May 1989. More of Donald Rooum’s hilarious comic strips, 
the bad-tempered Pussycat, the clever-clogs Egghead, and

Wildcat Strikes Again (due May) 48pp £1.95 
Wildcat Anarchist Comics (reprint) 48pp £1.50
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FREEDOM
fl BOOKSHOP

I 01-247-9249

1 I uNFll F.A. Lxx. .

♦ Street

Opening times: 
Monday to Friday 10 
Saturday 10 to 4.30

FuP J (J

IN ANGEL ALLEY,

84 b, WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET 

^7 LONDON, El 7QX

___________________

LONDON
ANARCHIST

CONFERENCE
North East London Polytechnic

West Ham Main Hall, Romford Road, 
Stratford, London E15 (nearest under­

ground station Stratford)
Saturday 27 May 1989, 11am to 5pm 

Then at 8pm a benefit gig with Culture 
Shock, Horns of Jericho, Rebel Sleaze. 
Contact LAC c/o NELPSU, Maryland 
House, Manbey Park Road, London E15. 

DONATIONS
MID-MARCH - MID-APRIL 1989 
Freedom Magazine Fund
Sheffield CG £3; Wolverhampton JL £4; 
London TS ‘to the Memory of Alan 
Albon’ £6; Whitby RN £1; Oban GC £8; 
Cardiff GP £6; Teignmouth MD £3; 
Forres BML £4; Wolverhampton JL £4; 
Cleveland FM £3.

Mid-March/Mid-April total = £42.00
1989 TOTAL TO DATE = £626.83 

Freedom Press Overheads Fund
Wolverhampton JL £6; Hay on-Wye 
BR £6; Sheffield CG £3; Glasgow WT £2; 
Cenarth CJ £11; Newcastle CAR 70p; 
Cardiff CP £5; Brighton BH £6; Teign­
mouth MD £3; Cheadle Hume CJ £6; 
Kapiti, New Zealand NM ‘to the Memory 
of Alan Albon’ £21.36; W’ton JL £6; 
Cleveland FM £3.

Mid-March/Mid-April total = £79.06 
1989 TOTAL TO DATE = £452.45

Sundays at 121
Sunday afternoon anarchist discussion 
meetings at 121 Bookshop, 121 Railton 
Road, Brixton, London SE24 (phone 01- 
274 6655). Vegan meals at 1 pm (donation) 
Discussion starts 2 pm.
7 May: Does the struggle against fascism 

start with the struggle against
Leninism ?

If child care is needed, please contact us 
a couple of days in advance. Access bad. 
Organised by Brixton DAM,
BM Hurricane, London WC1N 3XX.

Lee House
THE Vegan cafe at Lee House continues to 
serve hot nutritious meals from Thursday 
to Sunday 3pm to 8pm, and Mondays 
3pm to 8pm are now ‘Women Only’ 
nights. The bookshop has been ‘refitted’ 
thanks to Earth Exchange in Archway, 
making the stock look all the more 
irre sistable.

Every Sunday and Tuesday night at 
8pm we have a video show of controver­
sial, thought provoking, or at least 
interesting, videos.

In the garden we now have a mega­
size ‘half-pipe’ skateboard ramp for the 
local kids and the ‘anarcho-skate muties’ 
alike.

Unfortunately, Lee House’s days are 
numbered, so come and share in the 
experience now!!

Lee House, 6a Rectory Road, Stoke 
Newington, London N16 E8.

Bonanno/Stasi
AS WE reported in the March Freedom, 
Alfredo Bonanno and Guiseppe Stasi 
were arrested following the robbery of a 
jeweller in Bergamo on 2 February. They 
are charged with armed robbery, aggrava­
ted assault and resisting arrest.

Bonanno is the editor of Anarchismo 
and Provoc Azione, and an associate of 
the London anarchist publisher Elephant 
Editions. He is the author of From Riot 
to Insurrection, and of the introductions 
to Kropotkin’s Conquest of Bread and 
The Great French Revolution, and other 
Elephant books.

Robbery cases in Italy usually come to 
trial in two to three weeks, but the case 
of Bonanno and Stasi has been referred 
by the Public Prosecutor to an Instructing 
Magistrate, which means it could take up 
to three years.

Comrades wishing to be kept up to 
date on the case can contact the Insurrec­
tion group, c/o Elephant Editions, 
London WC1N 3XX. A defence fund has 
been opened. The address is c/o Carmela 
di Marca, post office current account no. 
1646950, Catania, Italy. Elephant Edi­
tions will accept donations in British 
currency for onward transmission.
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