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AFTER more than ten years of Thatcher
Government, the political pundits are
cashing in by publishing books analysing
the Thatcher era. Hugo Young in his book
One of Us has said Thatcher promises to
stay with us ‘into an indefinite future’,
and one critic recently admitted he’d
given up writing her obituaries.

For Hugo Young the triumph of
Thatcherism is a personal one: ‘“There was
no corner of British society to which
“Maggie” could not sooner or later turn
her hand: no problem which she could
not solve, no governmental triumph that
failed to be peculiarly hers.” In politics
staying the course is important, and being
on top is even more important. Because
of this ability to stay on top the aura of
greatness, and even genius, sticks to
Thatcher, as they say, like shit to a
blanket.

Even her political enemies and rivals
must now apply to her the mantle of
greatness, and admire her political skills.
Not to do so, having failed to unseat her
for over a decade, would be to cast them-
selves in an incompetent light. Now her
greatness is established it will become
possible for historians and political
theorists to issue mountains of books on
the subject.

One contribution to this inflation of
the Thatcher factor was made by Bernard
Crick in The Independent last year, when
he suggested that the Labour Party leaders
‘have missed a vital part of her [Mrs
Thatcher’s| popular ideology, and they
have not understood its roots, which lie
in high theory’. I had a feeling that Crick
was after promoting a bit of job creation
for leftist intellectuals; implying that the
Labour Party should set up a “Think Tank’
to combat Thatcher’s right-wing theorists.
No party stipend was mentioned, but he
urges Kinnock to listen to the intellectuals
of the Left like Hobsbawn, John Lloyd
and Raymond Plant.

Like most political theorists, Mr
Crick tends to see successful politics in
terms of schemes and strategies rooted
in the realm of ‘high theory’. If only
Labour could come up with the correct
theoretical formula, all would be well!

THE TRIUMPH OF
THATCHERISM

Middle Class Utopia

Now as a possible dock strike looms,
we must admit that Thatcher’s supreme
triumph has been that of deflating the
trade unions. But are there rules for
smashing unions? Is there a trick to it,
which could be taught like a trade at
some school of government?

The case for Thatcher the great
tactician seems to be, according to
Crick, that she, armed intellectually with
the ‘economic liberalism of Hayek and
Milton Friedmann’ has been able to
execute a preconceived political blueprint.
Is Thatcherism the product of some
masterplan?

Curiously enough an early twentieth
century novel maps out how a middle
class utopia, such as Thatcher’s, may be
realised. In 1907 Ernest Bramah wrote
The Secret of the League in which he
visualised a Labour Government in
office. This imaginary Labour administra-

tion didn’t introduce a Socialist economy
but continued to run capitalism for their
own benefit — raising wages, promoting
a massive bureaucracy, and placing tough
taxes on the rich. Against this regime a
conspiracy develops among the upper
class. Their weapon is the consumer
strike. |

For two years the upper class
conspirators secretly hoard fuel-oil, and
convert coal burning plant to oil-burning:
then suddenly they boycott Britain’s
main industry — the coal industry. The
miners have no outlet for the sale of coal,
vast unemployment and distress follow,
ending in a civil war in which the upper
class get foreign aid. After their victory
they abolish the unions, and set up a
non-parliamentary regime.

The current crippled trade union
movement, and impotent parliamentary
opposition, is as good a result so far as
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