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ON 14 AUGUST the Irish edition of the
Daily Mirror published a photograph pro-
duced by the British army public relations
department, of Miss United Kingdom
standing with two soldiers on a Derry
street, smiling prettily and holding aloft a
plastic baton round launcher. Less than a
week earlier, a fifteen-year-old Derry civi-
lian had been killed by a plastic baton
launched by such a soldier from such a
weapon. This neatly symbolises the con-
tempt in which an occupying army holds
a subject population.

[reland, a part of the English empire
for more than 400 years, was not the first
colony to win independence, but in the
earlier cases of the USA and the ‘British
Dominions’, it was the colonial settlers
who set up independent regimes. Ireland
was the first case where independence
from England was won by people who
thought of themselves as the conquered
natives.

Most newly4ndependent countries
have ‘minority tribes’, with reason to fear
that when the imperial power withdraws
they will be persecuted by the majority.
Usually they are left to their fate, but in
Ireland they were used as a pretext for
keeping a bit of the country under con-
tinuing British rule. Becoming the majority
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in this remaining bit, the “‘Unionists’ began
the systematic oppression of their ‘Natio-
nalist neighbours. This is the background,
greatly simplified, of the current troubles.

The British army went to Northern
Ireland in 1969 to protect the National-
ists (who are British citizens whatever
their preference) but stayed to side with
the Unionists and try to ‘crush the IRA’;
a job they are unlikely to achieve because
the IRA are in fact ordinary people in
arms, with widespread support among the
large, oppressed minority.

This is not to suggest that anarchists
have anything in common with the IRA.
Ordinary people in arms overthrew the
oppressive Shah of Iran, installed an
oppressive hierocracy, and volunteered
in their thousands for the suicidal militia.
Ordinary people, full of resentment at the
oppression which followed their defeat in
the first world war, brought the Nazis to
power. The furthest you can get from an
anarchist opinion is to hold that persons
have no importance except in their con-
tribution to ‘The People’, and the IRA
have shown, notably in the hunger strike
campaign, that they come very close to
this. The fact that they have the support
of the oppressed does not change the fact
that they are keen authoritarians, who
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would be oppressors themselves if ever
they got into power.

The tribal conflict in Northern Ireland
would cease if people were to stop think-
ing in tribal terms and see themselves as
persons in their own right (or even as
fellow members of the human species or
the working class). This is the kind of
obvious statement you expect to find in
an anarchist paper, but does it lead on to
anything we can do to ease the conflict
now, without waiting for a fundamental
change of attitude?

We think it does. We can join in the
agitation for the withdrawal of British
troops, which is not the root cause of
tribal thinking but an important aggrava-
ting factor. Soldiers provide a useful
target for the IRA, and the soldiers’
misdirected retaliations increase resent-
ment against their presence and enhance
Nationalist enthusiasm. The outrages of
Nationalist paramilitaries in turn increase
the tribal feelings of Unionists, supplying
support for Unionist paramilitaries and a
political base for dangerous tribal ranters.

The departure of troops would not
solve the problems, but it would make the
problems easier to solve. Troops out now!

more on Ireland pages 8 and 9









