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August 16,1969 1989: Business as usual in Belfast1971: the night of internment, Belfast
ON 14 AUGUST the Irish edition of the 
Daily Mirror published a photograph pro­
duced by the British army public relations 
department, of Miss United Kingdom 
standing with two soldiers on a Derry 
street, smiling prettily and holding aloft a 
plastic baton round launcher. Less than a 
week earlier, a fifteen-year-old Derry civi­
lian had been killed by a plastic baton 
launched by such a soldier from such a 
weapon. This neatly symbolises the con­
tempt in which an occupying army holds 
a subject population.

Ireland, a part of the English empire 
for more than 400 years, was not the first 
colony to win independence, but in the 
earlier cases of the USA and the ‘British 
Dominions’, it was the colonial settlers 
who set up independent regimes. Ireland 
was the first case where independence 
from England was won by people who 
thought of themselves as the conquered 
natives.

Most newly independent countries 
have ‘minority tribes’, with reason to fear 
that when the imperial power withdraws 
they will be persecuted by the majority. 
Usually they are left to their fate, but in 
Ireland they were used as a pretext for 
keeping a bit of the country under con­
tinuing British rule. Becoming the majority 

in this remaining bit, the ‘Unionists’ began 
the systematic oppression of their ‘Natio­
nalist neighbours. This is the background, 
greatly simplified, of the current troubles.

The British army went to Northern 
Ireland in 1969 to protect the National­
ists (who are British citizens whatever 
their preference) but stayed to side with 
the Unionists and try to ‘crush the IRA’; 
a job they are unlikely to achieve because 
the IRA are in fact ordinary people in 
arms, with widespread support among the 
large, oppressed minority.

This is not to suggest that anarchists 
have anything in common with the IRA. 
Ordinary people in arms overthrew the 
oppressive Shah of Iran, installed an 
oppressive hierocracy, and volunteered 
in their thousands for the suicidal militia. 
Ordinary people, full of resentment at the 
oppression which followed their defeat in 
the first world war, brought the Nazis to 
power. The furthest you can get from an 
anarchist opinion is to hold that persons 
have no importance except in their con­
tribution to ‘The People’, and the IRA 
have shown, notably in the hunger strike 
campaign, that they come very close to 
this. The fact that they have the support 
of the oppressed does not change the fact 
that they are keen authoritarians, who 

would be oppressors themselves if ever 
they got into power.

The tribal conflict in Northern Ireland 
would cease if people were to stop think­
ing in tribal terms and see themselves as 
persons in their own right (or even as 
fellow members of the human species or 
the working class). This is the kind of 
obvious statement you expect to find in 
an anarchist paper, but does it lead on to 
anything we can do to ease the conflict 
now, without waiting for a fundamental 
change of attitude ?

We think it does. We can join in the 
agitation for the withdrawal of British 
troops, which is not the root cause of 
tribal thinking but an important aggrava­
ting factor. Soldiers provide a useful 
target for the IRA, and the soldiers’ 
misdirected retaliations increase resent­
ment against their presence and enhance 
Nationalist enthusiasm. The outrages of 
Nationalist paramilitaries in turn increase 
the tribal feelings of Unionists, supplying 
support for Unionist paramilitaries and a 
political base for dangerous tribal ranters.

The departure of troops would not 
solve the problems, but it would make the 
problems easier to solve. Troops out now!

more on Ireland 8 and 9
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Book signing at Freedom Bookshop 
SONG OF ANARCHY 

by John Rety
This is a pre-publication signing by John, 
who was one of the editors of Freedom in 
the ’60s. The signing is on Wednesday 4th 
October between 2.00pm and 7.00pm, 
followed by a sojourn to the second 
nearest pub.
John would be pleased to read his work 
to groups, university societies, etc., for 
expenses for travel only.

Festival
There will be a festival of alternative, 
independent and radical information­
carriers (publishers, bookshops, distribu­
tors and so on) in Amsterdam on the 
15th, 16th and 17th of September. It 
will be in the old Stock Exchange (De 
Buers van Berlage) in the centre of 
Amsterdam and has been organised by 
the bookshop Het Fort van Sjakoo 
which is at Jodenbreestraat 24, Amster­
dam. There will be over a hundred 
stalls from twenty different countries 
and there are four related exhibitions 
from the 12th to 23rd September. All 
welcome. For more information send a 
stamp to Phoenix Press, PO Box 824, 
London N1 9DL.

SOME readers will be aware of a recently 
published attack on our comrade Nicolas 
Walter. Undoubtedly, lawyers would 
characterise it as actionable, and all decent 
people would call it despicable. Freedom 
is in the dilemma of wanting to defend 
Nicolas against the libel, but not wanting 
to give free publicity to the perpetrator. 
So we are not publishing anything about 
it other than this short notice, but will 
send a copy of Nicolas’s reply to anyone 
who sends for it, enclosing a stamped, 

addressed envelope.

Donations
WE FELT that a few words about the 
Freedom Magazine Fund and the Free­
dom Press Overheads Fund would not 
come amiss, both for the many new 
Freedom readers who would like to
know more about the se of these
funds, and for older comrades and
friends who may have forgotten how 
important these funds are. They enable 
the day-to-day activities to continue.

Freedom Magazine Fund is to meet 
the deficit incurred when printing and 
postage costs exceed income and sub­
scriptions (or if donations exceed the 
deficit, to expand the circulation by 
sending free copies to enquirers and 
others who may be interested, and 
perhaps advertising).

Freedom Press Overheads Fund is for 
rates, insurance, heating, telephone, ad­
vertising and all postal and other over­
heads incurred in running an office which 
deals with all mail orders, subscriptions to 
Freedom and The Raven as well as 
enquiries. None of these overheads are 
charged to either Freedom or the Book­
shop. Aidgate Press the printers — another 
creation of the FFP — who have made 
such a success of the enterprise, share 
with Freedom Press the major items. 
Nevertheless Freedom Press still has to 
find £5,000 a year on overheads.

Anarchist Forum
London Anarchist Forum will resume 
meetings when the Mary Ward Centre 
re-opens in September. Fridays at 8pm, 
Mary Ward Centre, 42 Queen Street, 
London WC1 (behind Southampton Row, 
opposite Russell Square). Forum people 
usually meet in the ground floor cafe 
beforehand.
September 29 — Introductory meeting: 

open discussion
October 6 — David Dane The Future of 

Anarchism
October 13 — Peter Neville, subject to 

be announced.

MID-JULY TO MID-AUGUST 19

Freedom Magazine Fund
Aylesbury PA £2.10; Clwydd SR £1; 
Wolverhampton JL £2; Seoul HKR £75; 
Vancouver JD £350; Castleford EPW 
£1.10; Newport NNF £1; Nottingham AH 
£2; London GW £6.

Total = £93.70 
1989 TOTAL TO DATE = £869.76 

Freedom Press Overheads Fund 
Stockport HR £1.05; Hull PJH £1; 
Lancaster J A £6; Abington MB £3.80; 
Heidelburg RS £5.83; Wolverhampton JL 
£3; Accrington PG £2.15; Seoul HKR 
£75; Vancouver JD £350; Nottingham 
AH £2.

Total = £10333 
1989 TOTAL TO DATE = £703.22

Lee House 
closed
OUR comrades of Lee House have asked 
us to publish the following: 
‘Lee House Community Squat Centre is 
to be evicted at the end of August. We 
thank all those who supported Lee House 
and made it, at times, such a success. 
There are no immediate plans to carry on 
elsewhere, but those involved are still 
alive and involved in other things, the 
struggle continues.’

Squats inevitably have no security, but 
it is sad that Lee House has had to close 
after so short a time. In the few months 
of its existence, we know it had become 
a snack bar and meeting place for the 
young people of the area, a worthwhile 
thing in itself but also a way of spreading 
anarchist ideas favourably.

We commend our comrades for their 
energy, their generosity,and their effective­
ness, and wish them the same success in 
any future undertakings.

Axel Hoch, confined to the house as the 
result of an accident, would welcome 
calls from comrades on 01-348 2761.
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