PUBLICATIONS OF
KSL

George Cores ~ RECOLLECTIONS OF ANARCHISTS IN THE PAST
Albert Meltzer RSBl FIRST FLIGHT
David Nicoll LIFE IN ENGLISH PRISONS (One Hundred Years Ago)
David Nicoll THE WALSALL ANARCHIST TRIAL
Antonio Tellez THE UNSUNG STRUGGLE
A. Tellez and others y ~ ANARCHIST STRUGGLES AGAINST FRANCO
O. Alberola and A. Gransac SPAIN 1962
Wilf McCartney DARE TO BE A DANIEL!
Odon Por ___ THE ITALIAN GLASSBLOWERS TAKEOVER OF 1910
Ossip Tsebry MEMORIES OF A MAKHNOVIST PARTISAN
Nestor Makhno MY VISIT TO THE KREMLIN

TWO LIES THAT SHOOK THE WORLD
AGAINST THE GOD EMPEROR: THE ANARCHIST TRIAL FOR HIGH TREASON
THE LIFE STYLE OF BUENAVENTURA DURRUTI

All £1 each (post free GB)

An occasional bulletin is published at 50p.
The catalogue of the archives held by KSL will be ready for publication soon.

SHORTLY READY FOR PUBLICATION

In preparation: John Creaghe of Sheffield and Buenos Aires; An Italian Volunteer in
Spain in the May Days; Spanish Fighters; Horse Transport Union.

Richard Cleminson
ANARCHISM,
IDEOLOGY
AND
SAME-SEX
DESIRE

Ko,

The Kate Sharpley Library




Anarchism, Ideology

Anarchism, Ideology and Same-Sex Love and Desire
Richard Cleminson
Published 1995, by Kate Sharpley Library, BM Hurricane, London, WC1 3XX
ISBN 1 873605 17 X

and Same-Sex Love and Desire

1. Context

Although it is regularly stated by those who show sympathy for anarchism or
anarcho-syndicalism that these ideologies combat the general morality which
exists and go against the ways of thinking of modern times, in fact sometimes
anarchist ideology has done little more than prop up conservative, even
reactionary ideas, often because anarchists and anarcho-syndicalists have
allowed ideas which have come in from ‘outside’ to influence them greatly.

It is undoubtedly difficult to pass judgement on the thought of others in the
libertarian' camp and more so on the judgements we ourselves uphold. It is often
difficult to judge whether these ideas are in tune with basic libertarian ideas. Of
course, we think and act to some extent within the constraints of this society and
in accordance with our own ideological development. Further, it remains clear
that at times the dominant ideology and morality affect us and our ideas and they
may twist what we believe so that our conceptions fit their mould. Errors and
mistakes are made, some of which will not be known for some years, but those
past errors, or at least past actions and thoughts, should be considered and
reconsidered as part of an ever-renovating set of ideas and activities which
anarchism with its characteristic flexibility and anti-dogmatic stance develops.

Sometimes reactionary, religious and anti-libertarian positions become en-
tangled in our thought and affect our actions. At times, our doctrines assimilate
the dominant ideology and even integrate it into our set of ideas and become an
apparently logical, integral part which is backed up by scientific or rationalist
ideas which anarchists are always open to. In this short pamphlet | would like to
analyse the ways in which Spanish anarchism during the 1820s and 1930s, often
considered a ‘golden age’ of anarchism by many, discussed one particulartheme
in one particular journal of that time. The joumnal is Estudios, a particularly
influential and intellectual journal of the time, and the theme | would like to
examine is: same-sex desire or homosexuality.

2. Estudios the journal in the 1920s and 1930s

The journal Estudios was a direct continuation of the journal Generacion
Consciente which was directed by J. Pastor. Generacion Consciente was
established in 1923 in Alcoy, Valencia province and later moved to Valencia city.
In 1929 it changed its name to Estudios and continued on very much the same
lines as its parent and predecessor. Estudios was published until 1937, when
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most likely the demands of the war and revolution in Spain halted its publication.
In 1994 it was re-established by a collective in Barcelona. . .

Generacién Consciente and Estudios both concentrated on topics thch were
linked to issues of sexuality and as such concentrated on matters Imked.to
contraception, abortion, sexual morality, the natgre of .love, and la}er, eugenics
(population improvement). Generacion Consciente In 1923 affirmed that it
wished to create a new ‘conscious’ generation of workers who were healthy and
aware of their acts and thoughts and proposed the use of many 'means such as
naturism and vegetarianism. Spanish anarchism since its beginnings had place.d
great emphasis on education and the acquisition of knowledge to sort people’s
problems out and these two reviews believed that it was necessary to .promote
knowledge and discussion to an otherwise mainly uneducated readers.hlp. Inany
case, the two publications concentrated on matters relating to sexuality and t.he
‘personal’ and their pages were filled with intricate discussions of the new klpd
of morality that they wished to introduce as an integral part of the anarchist social
revolution.

Most discussions of what anarchists believed on the subject of issues of
sexuality and free love thave concentrated exclusively on one form of sexual
relationship: heterosexuality. In older texts, and even in some of a more recent
period, anarchist writers in proposing new sex moralities and ‘free love' have
concentrated almost exclusively on heterosexuality without considering the
range of possibilities outside of that restricting parameter. Inthe same way, inthe
journal which is at the core of this article, Estudios, anarchist contributors
concentrated mainly on heterosexual desire, often without stating so, but simply
by assuming the connivance of the readership. Heterosexuality for these
anarchists was the only viable form of living one's sexuality. In this way,
anarchists, in the forefront in many senses of sociological and scientific ques-
tions, as well as those of a general nature, simply repeated the formulae of
scientists and sexologists such as Sigmund Freud or others who ‘explained’
homosexuality as an infantile phase through which the person had to pass and
surpass.

‘l)fstudios and many other Spanish anarchist jounals adopted and repeated
scientificformulae as if they were their own and justified them as consequent with
anarchist thought and understandings. In the discussion which follows, the ways

in which anarchism did this and what these particular anarchists believed will be
examined.

3. Therepresentation of homosexuality in Estudios

In order to analyse the representation of homosexuality by the anarchist
journal Estudios this article will cite some references of articles which in the
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1920s and 1930s discussed or just mentioned homosexuality. This of course will
not be the last word to be written on this subject but by means of this analysis |
would like to show how Esfudios was interested in finding a ‘solution’ to a situation
that the journal itself had problematised for the anarchists and which had in turn
been problematised by psychoanalysts and members of the medical profession.
Equally, | would like to show the importance wielded by sexological ideas in

Spanish anarchism in their advancing of ideas on the ‘causes’ of homosexuality
and even its ‘cure’.

3.1 Homosexuality and the “Consultorio General”
of Estudios

In many anarchist journals there was a “General Consultancy” section which
was a kind of questions and answers forum where readers would write in and ask
all kinds of questions ranging from the perils of masturbation to the construction
of an anarchist communist society. In Estudios, this particular section, in
accordance with the overall ethos of the publication, was mainly devoted to
questions of a sexual nature. In its pages a vast range of questions on sexuality
was to be seen and anarchist answers were provided. What is of interest to this
particular article is that homosexuality was also extensively covered and that
readers of the publication were asking these questions themselves. There are
several points of interest here and | will discuss three. Firstly, even though it may
seem rather obviousto say so, the fact that these questions existed and that they
were made by (presumably) average anarchists, shows that the subject was an
area of concem for them. Secondly, the existence of these questions shows that
anarchismwas sufficiently opento attemptto provide an answerto matters which
had been problematised for that age. Many sectors of the left would have
dismissed the discussion without so much comment. Thirdly, what is interesting
in both the questions of the readers and the answers of the editorial committee
is that they had all assimilated the language and the concepts used by
psychoanalysts and the new sexologists. Some examples now follow.

In Estudios of April 1932, J. Ballester asked the following: “Why do two
women do together what they should not do by natural law? Is this a vice? Can
a woman like that live a married life and love a man, etc?™ The reply was quite
clear: lesbian loves are an aberration of the sexual instinct. This may be as a
result of many reasons, the reply continued, as a result of prejudice, through lack
of sexual satisfaction, as a result of poor sex education. The answer carried on
to say that there had been cases of sexual degeneration which were transitory
and once the woman lived with a man this would be corrected. The reply also
stated that a period of homosexuality was “almost normal” in men during
adolescence. In the case of women, loving a man would normally cancel out any
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